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TfliTLV th^^c Fmnk^ are a great pntioPj and I purpose Bendi ng my 
saiagste my son, tha King of SpHiUp"’ to said tha great Tartar con- 
eroF. Timur Bog, or TaTncrlnne, when, in liOa, ha was visited at bis 
Tied metropolis, the then of Asia, Samarhandf by the 

triatiaq knigbtp Don Buy Gunisalez de Cladjo* the plenipoteu- 
his BOTeraigD^ the Eiog of wbo baa left an aocouot of 

. * CbaugliatUi^s court in chat cilyjRnd of bin feasla aaiJ dL<!playe 

1 faf more glonrbg iban that painted by Bharf-nd-diP) the 
:igmpher of Timur. The posacssor of tweaty-eight cron’os, 
of the BaflLem Wotld was quite uucDnscioua at the time that, 
jled ifftiTt hundred years after ho hud paid tbis public cotaplimedt to 
Franks lu his graud hall of audience, where bad as^cobled 
and dignitmea of bis vast empire and the ambusadors 
jeatest peteotates of the ttmwri world, a hero of the saniD 
ioa was, on the distant soil of lodU, the land of the Itlaba- 
to shake ban da with one of bis lioeal dcfcendants and he 
d by him as a deliverer from bis oppres^ra aud petsecntorsi It 
the British Oencml, Lord Lake, the cewqueror of Delhi, the lodm 
Praatbaof the Hindus, and of Agra of ancient fatoej who, in I8U3. 


takiogoutof bis captivity the heipleea Shah Alam, ma^i Jwminix 
limirii, blinded by the mi el dagger of one of bb own co-religioniatSt 
and disgraced by the Marat has, gave bito his liberty, honourp and 
throne. *^Tbe people/* says tbe author of the TAri^k-i-Mu^ti£hri^ 
^ wcTE filled with acLmiring joy and the Emperor wifli grateful delight:'" 
■o miioh so that “ the joyful tears shed by him restored hia sights that 
had been destroyed by the ateel of the hardy Eohilla Meen yeara 
before I 


1 But it was not the great TiTnnr alone who spoke so warmly of the 
J diUness of the Franks aa a natiou. Akbor, the seventh ip descent 
I ^m that conqueror^ and by far the most enlightened of ihq mce of 
hoveieigofl that ruled over tha destinies of India for two hundred and 
iirty years, invariably styled them the Daiiiyatk-i-Fiiran^, or the Wisn 
of Ibo Franks, as we find evidenced by the eloi|uent pages nf 
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riitpr ^ Mreruigii, a gr^al^Ar paeiJirnfor, & more Ijtilorctf 

^ler lust nride in AtW -^,i i.- ... ii js^ jf ],,,;, n 

j pnui. in^hAar ond bia mnuifacetti r„u At,!,-^»,^i , « 

ihi^i^UyhuM hy Inn, and kuoi,ti mflnp hi ' ^ ^ ‘? 

glory in ita nssociatioua irSth Ibtit mornreli^ * ^ *’^*^*'* * 

»10 r»,te, hfepail f„„ hTtew «' “/“J™"' 

'""f”'”'""'' l»lUo».D(,.f ,u pli'* 

1 Ibere, ond Ibe talm, serene lijfbt of Ibn nxwi, enbene,, ((,„ 

embLn"!* ' ™Mtt«liiml jrnel list 

•b 1‘UVrnrrr.:^;”:':" rr'- 

as yon stand m wonder to Eazo at it - dr>n«l. ^ ^ 

colIenr« of Lbe PeorJ MosnoelnC r " "V’"“ 

t icon raosqaein the famons citadef, deacrilvrl i*. *i 
cothueiostic irorda of Mr. Tarlur aa "a acribed m tbo 

.bdrnrn.,. 

E.epe„, h.™„lr ,t Snk.„dm,_„bnl bs.rt there he ehlh fh^ 

mHn °* '** T** °' ''*** '■'* ‘Inuglt of the instnbi 

Idj ot bniese jler,. „ not e,„.I]j i.,p„,eea , j •»'“■ 

HI,ration nod eratitiido for tie Power wio« aeuerorifv t., ?• 

wt^h 7k 

dr.,;;, hi .,.13 t3't‘ribn'tl7- r/fitTUd d 

bite es, „ the, bnd dene Indent J* ,b " !“" 

I'SCnnhlelo peertmjr, nor Uie niinntrel tn sine tier'll Jbe peej 
paint, the benuUra pf the TdI nor b. k .j-x*' l»»flter to 

themaelreo o& the charge of it, Hyt tj,g BHtLh ^ *« prido 

ef nr. end liters,.,., L, ns .JenLt “ „ ’^■™' 

tutd eneellsne. j ha,™ they not e„|, ‘'"™ “‘H 

«tfn»e, bn, toot 

They Barnitbed.cle,n6d,ond, ss ferns ennk s *" •.'nomine, eost 
esnld »« bsel ,. ..rtb, i, i, t^'2oX ,1 “y’ b7™U 
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tlnlLsli fulcra fiir llie Idbtiiir nf Invo li^stowpil iu llio fire 
restoration of tU^ grout iiiqiiniueut of liia beloi-Ltl ronsort. 
fur pre«ervtug it from the spoilL-r's IialiJ. Mu^ it not, tlicu, bojuall^ 
id thAC Uie diaract^uttribated tu Lite Fniiiks Ly the CliMUgiutUAi 
conqueror at tEin grand bainpiet of Suiuorkand, tifree bnndrcJ ycju’s bs- 
, fore, was rii][yc(iiifinDedoutlie (rictory of thefjnttAb, who brought for 
the citizeoa of Agra and Delhi, and thccountleesi millioha of the peoplo 
. of India, the reign of peace, of law, and of gowi order? Thita, tJic 
history of Agra, fjiithfully uarrated, » lusepnrablo fmiu the hbtiry of 
DritUh greutaesn, aa admitted by Its founder aud his groat priuio- 
^ gcin'tor, and no evidenced by tbo victory of the illuetrtous comniaii* 
dor. Lord Lake. 

The condition of tlie country since ita Cduquest by iiio Briliflij cau- 
aot escape the attention of the lover of History. Tha blazing fira 
I thnt reduced to asbea the palnca of the Jfttwab, mid burnt in ilu turn 

( the cottage of the peneunti llie hot hlosbi that scorched the tree of 
hope; the sharp steel that shad the blood of the iuiiocezit, aporjog 
neither sex uoroge, have, happily for the couutry, all dbopfiearedi 
never more to devaatato the land or distuib the public peace. Whcr.i 
the sword was the sole arbiter of fate and the dreaded insirnment of 
deatrnctiou, there ia now the luild bond of the law to shelter niiil 
' protect Ill dreary jungles and desolate desert?, where not a blade of 
grass ever grow, or a brouli of Water wag to be seen to quench the thirst 
of the antelope, may now be aeeu Gelds of vereknt cultivatiDin 
or trees bending beiieath their load of friiit, and, by their cool shade, 

I atr.irding shelter to the weary traveller. In village and hamlet, ijiirfh 
aud gladneas are the order of the day, and, instead of wailing and 
I lameiitaliou, the traveller hears from afar the songs of village maidens, 

I the Ronud of trumpets, and the noise of miisi;(il Instrurnento, to an- 
noimco a coming marriage, a pending festivity, or some other joyful 
I ceretiioiiy or religious rile. The city environs, once infoteJl hy robbers 
and till I nbircrs, and haunted by the jncfcol ond the wolf, have grown 
I into rieli and prosperous suburbs, where friends meet in pleasure-gardens 
for refreshiocut and nniuscuieat. 

And to turn to Agra itself Pur centuries it was a prey to atiareljv 
and coiifusioD. The Iduharuraadaiui, or the tiivasioit of Nadir Shfih ; 
Iba Juts, during (lie nsrendtincy of Sutiij Mai; the Miiratha, fn tha 
Aiiuc of Shah Ahini,—each in bis turn did their ivoilt of dfetrttetion 
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and spoliationj nin:] rendered life, property, nnd henaur luisAfc. T1 
mEgJity change that has taken place U the work of Pro?idenoe, throng 
the agency of a mighty nation. It U thia nation, aent in His all-wU_ 
wisdom togorern ua. that Timur, and later on his illustrious descendnrj 
called ‘ Great,' and tnily great it k in the strictest sense of the terun 

Mnch no doubt, been written about Agra by historians and 
traTellere, lut beyond Mr. Keene's Han^hook to Affi'a, a Meritorious 
little work, intended chiefly aa a guidebook for travdieia, there is 
no book that gives a connected account of this historical diy, dealing 
With its past and present Liatory and its archseological remains 
an antiquities in a way which might com mend itself to the attentiou I 
Ota ind the treveller, the untiquarisn, and the general * 

reader. The insdriptiona, too, wLicli form the chief value of the Bcveral 
more important moouTiieata. and help to furnish correct ihita ou which^ 
to hsse the accounts, are entirely omitted, and what ia most important 
8«ms not to have received adequate attention, namely, the asaock- 
tion o post events with the interesting architectural object which 

meet tlie vieWp ** 

■ of igra coDsist. 

in f.r.£i»icd T“J«oii»oin.othay«fil,cWein<jni,™nl^ iu nnl 
pn* Id tDv™ .r Bi.tor, lie, i„ u, cirnD„,lnnee nr it, hnnint inr 
Id f D eenlUT,, Wn tkn cDpiul „f by ft, th, 

*Dj tin enlijkftned A,in b„ ,ve, tli. .rent 

JalDl-nidin, „i„™ocl jllb„. Cn„e„t bUterie, Df Indi..m ftU 
of Draiint, o( Lb war,, niBried on in dBtnnt pro.iaee,. wliieh, tbonoh 
iiDD nl. am ty tediou,. 11,.re nB no worli nhkli dealt with th. 
erent tinpero,, M. to epneity of re.„neii„ „f 

and .Dunen. .,of tbBB nB„„re, of .ui.li„™Uo„ .nd reeon.il,;,Dt 

«b.eb bound Hftdo ftid U„bnn,n»d.n nlik. ,itb ,i, of .a„.- 
t,Dn.or »b,ch p«Drf„jed bi, obareeto, i„ ,ba pb.re, of bi, life 

D.h. p,™d .l.ulbD ball, of Fofehpo, Sibri, o, ia iha ..ouaitn 

b, bi™ 

Tb. Meoonl. .c,,.™) o,,. ,.^ 0 ., b«ik. nre »nSn.d to E.„ea.i 
dereriplj,,,. of n.oa,™.nb,. wkiek fo, the ™<«, pn„ repent oa, an. 
otker. Thom oib bttic in tin work, eitont wbk-b oould b. of «pe- 
cud value to the aLliquarkn, or of iuterest to the scholar. I 
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haT€,tlierefore,ccinsultc<J the origiua] Poraiftn auj Arabic texts, some of 
diem rare, aud Wo supplied much iofOTmation subjccta ^anecteil 
with Agra which has not hitherto beea published in Euglish.* 

Such, thep, T8 the scope of the present wort, which, be it piemised, 
KB DO pretenttous to completeness, despite the time and care 
^wed upoD it But if, iiotwithstaiidjiig its shortcomings, the courte* 
public receive it as kindijf as former attempts of a similar na* 
?,t I shall regurd the time devoted to this uudertaking aa not spent 

ill VOID* 


I would now ask the reader’s permiesion to addrtaB a few words 
to mj young countrymen, iu the hope that they wUl prove beuehoitd 

to theiUa 


My dear young countrymeu,^! herewith praseot you with the 
history of one of the chief cities of ludia, one of the most beautiful 
and splendid dtiea of Asia, if not of the world Poets td tbs East and 
^Vesi have boeu sanguine tu its praise,* and travellem from the 
letiidtest parts of the earth come to see its beauties. You are weicciue 
I to read the pages of this book, aud, having read them, to bestow the 
praise justly due to the rafiiiiDry of the founder of the Taj, or tho 
architect of Sakandia, true triumphs of Saraceuie architecttiro and 
monuments of past greatness, But remember that the real greatoeas of 
a sovereign doe* not cousist iu Lho beauty of the palaces be has built,iu 
their rich decaratione and morblfl pavements, or in the excellence and 
gorgeousuess of a unique and Imposing manumeat raised to the ineiuuty 
of a loving relation, or in the splendour of hia throne, or in the britlj. 
ancy of his crown. What is it to the world if a king slept in a hall of 
a thousand niiirora,guarded ta hi* seraglio by Cireagaian, Georgian, aud 
Caliuuck female guards, or watched at die royal gale* by brave ftojputs ; 
or if he sat pompously oa a sumptuous niasaird, reclLniug against a 
i pillow that cost a bkh of rupees, uucler a thimidnd of gold-emhrui- 
dcred work that took aeveraf mouths to jtroduce, and with the Ionia of 
' great fortune aud wealth and the asabasaadora of foreign kingdoms 
I standing in hi* presence with downcast eye* and folded hands. Tho 
world i* not concerned witli his big establisliiaenta of birds and beasts of 

* In tha tTSUBliinintianiir Iittljta nuii^, thn Hnnterimi «> ahifli nl urthiwrAlillv bu 
L«)i HlD(it«l in tliD tuUDwinii |atia^ Cult* <*« ot iiCu uunoi nt nuU 

tiiif HwllniB uf vludi hw beounw 4 t«Ki 9 tTip«i hy [mljalu 

; '*’''** *uil tbe Enrfjt 
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prey, or curious nnlttialfl, or M the nnmbers of th^ 

Bunue&e elcphanti^ and Arabian and Taikwtiii.i hor^B Lu the rojmr 
AlaUe. Thesa not the thinsa which make a sovereigu gre^t. 
The real greatdesa nf a saymign ilo& in the measwrea he idJopta to^ 
protect OoiVB people conai^ed to ha care; in the peace ot 
country aver which he rules; m the prosperity of the na^ 
comluitied to hia charge; in the administration of evea^ded 
jiisricc to all kls dubjecta; in gl^iag them freedom of couacleijefe--- 
in short, in acdog on tlio principles of jiidtiwj and tolemtma, aihl 
iu int™lncing measure calculated to moke his people eonCeated 
ant] prosperoas and help to raise them higher in the acoJe of 
nalioui Nor doea the greatness of a sovereign eonsUt in the ^ttlefi 
he winSj in the number of prisoners he makes in wtir, or in the 
couotleBS rDillioHfi of treasure he hoards up; hut in the triumphs 
achieved under bis away in ficienoo and Icarulug, in the nJvaucement 
of tr^ide and agricnlture, in the developineut of the resoui^es of 
the country by the extension of milwaj cotnmunseaAions, in the 
oonatractiou of' roads and the giinrdiug of high-wap, in the break¬ 
ing dowfi of iiiiiiiperable hamers to human skill and energy* in 
the cultivation of mdustrial artSi in the bridging of large and 
inipeinous rivers and alrca^ma, iu the ombelUshnient of the country 
with public edilices, in the founding of charitable institutions for 
the alleviation of the dlstresa of mnnkiud* and in works calculated 
to promote the public good. These triumphs of peace, ihe^ victories 
of science, ai’o far lunra briHiaiit and aplaudidi far more solid aini 
enduring, than the rictoifieB of war, however greats It is these 
lasting victories that have made the English notion glorious and 
grea^, and their greatness the envy of the nations of the world ; and it 
is our good furtunCp we are proud to say, to be the suhjacls of a natioii 
so glorioiw anj great If rightly read^ the history of Agra will* I hope, 
teach yoUp inj dear conuliyineni what the greatness of a eoTereign 
really means—^whather that greatness lies in the taisitig of a lueraorial 
to the memory of a beloved wife that east the public treaaurj crorcs of 
rupees; or* ua the other handr in the inaugunittou of rueoaures of public 
utility and got^l. of which we sea abundant ovidcpco around us,—and 
it will teach you what red greatoess in a nation meana. 


I 

! 


0 




Aft^r yoB have tead thU fiistory, you will, 1 kopoi no (onger labour 
[fii .W any mistake os to tUs part assigned to you iu thf great specuda 
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which this age of progress and eplighteometit lavs open before you, ijy 
friendly advice to you 18 this; Sbuq pleasure} give np idJa talk (Ti/' 
anpif ijut pffltteo l<njnitiir) ; ewhew the society of those who 111 I yonr 
brain with an air to inhale which oiust pnire poisouoiia; ituagiiia that 
the doerwflv to the grand palace that leads ti» the atiinniit of human 
glory has, by the boiinty of the British, been open to you ■ but. serambo 
ling child as you still are, do not ruu out precipitately to reach the 
desired place, for, ip a rash attempt to do so, you arc likely to fell 
iieadloug and break yotir neck ; gain the esteem of year owo cguu try- 
men f Fii'itife it ^i‘Ie et iti6oi‘e) upd tha regard of your nilers ^'Fii'fwfc, 
Tioft nsttttid, « 0 ft t'srbis) ; ivaik in the path of righteous mea; obey 
your rulers, who are tha custodiaus of your life and properly, and to 
wbom you owe all you possess of education, wealth, and poeitipn ■ prove 
the aahility of your race, and the beneficial efifeet of tbc educatiop 
given to you, by acta of loyalty and devotion to them ; respect yotir 
pnraats and elders; and pass your life with hoDonr and cre-lit, wliich 
^^ao only be dona by honourable doeihL And if you do this, I shall 
feel that a study of this book, read iu the way I have enjoinaj, baa 
given you a wholcaoma leaaoD, apd great will then be my joy. 

Tha aourcea of mfunmtion Lave, aa far as poasible, been ackuaw^ 
lodged: in footnotes and in the con ter: L For the historical portiuii of 
the book my acknowledgments are diia to the celcbnited work, the 
Ferishia by Mahomed Quaaam, the llemoirg of Baber by Abdul Rahim 
Khaii-i-Kbanfln, the Tuzfc Jshangiri by Jfotainid-id-Khnii, ttieAm-i- 
Akbati and Akbainaiiia by difamf Abul FazI, the Mnntahbibul- 
Tawurikli of ilulk Abdul Quadar. Badaaaf, the Tabaks^t-i-Akbari of 
Mirza Nizamuddin Ahmed, the Shah Jahan Nama of Mulla Abdul 
H-iPiid, trfvhori, ilie Alamgir Naiun of Mahomed Kuzim, tbo MaasiTi 
Alinngiri of Mahoimsd Saki, the Synil Ulutajikhlrin of Moiilvi Gholam 
Husiiin Khan, the iluntakhihul Lubab of Khafi Khan, the historic of 
India ill English by die Honoreble Monet part EJplupstpoe, \VbeoIer, 
Keene, Sir William Hunter, Murray, etc. The dcsctipdve portlou haji 
been writteu chiotiy from ipy owu uotes taken ou the sport, but I have 
jilfn derived much help from the able works of Mr. Keene, the Revd. 
J. Freoob, Mr. James Fergusaou, Mr, Itayard Taylor and other 
mtera. The aoeomcit of the Taj liaa been chiedy drawn up from 
old inEkmiBcript history of the Taj iu pa^essioB of (he hereditary cus- 
I lodiaDS of the Mansoleum. The materials for the Chapter ou the life of 
I Akbar and his court have been drawn from the works of Abul Faz! and 
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tie hbtoriaxts of Akbw before referred to. but 1 hare ok>, in writing the 
chnpler, been asaUted by the eicellent translation of the Ain by 
that talented Oriental Scholar, the late Professor Blockmnnn. In writing 
the last Chapter on roodfim Agra^ I have conaulled the Gaaetteer 
of India by Sir Willimn Honier, the oBScial reports kindly furnished 
by H. T. Hoarc. Esq., CoUeotor. Agra, and the Mnniripol Reports 
very coorteouBly furnished by Rai Bahadur Munshi Shiv Kaiuo. 
the able Secretary, Agtii Muntcipal Cuniuiittec, 

$7ih St^Umh^r^ 


M.L. 
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AGRA, 

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIFnVE. 


CTIAPTEE T, 

Risfonicjo. 

AkhaRAHad,* at the eity of Akhar. as Agia f ia called among 
I the Mubaniaiadatifi, ta Bitualed oa the west or right haalc of 
(the Jomea about the centre of the dUtriet of the same name, 
^300 miles above ils confluence with the river Gauges, 139 
milea soQth-caBt from Delhi, and S41 miles by rail from 
[^Calcutta. 

The regions of the Jumna, iho Yamuna of the ancient 
f/^urdnaff, are the classic spot of the birth of Yyisa (from 
the Sanskrit vi and da, litendlj ' throw in different dircotionB,* 
[hence ‘distributa'). the reputcfl arraugcr of the Yednfl, and 
the reputed author of the Mahmdratd. the Purdnas, the Brdh^ 
ma Si'drae and the Miras, the son of the CBlehratcd 

1 sage ParaedrA Agra was then itself unknown, and Imlraprasth* 
land Hflstiniipur had not been founded. Yet the regions ore 
interoRting, being, according to the Hindu scriptures, associated 
' irith tho birth and early jeara ol a persotioge of no loss celebrity 
thau VnsAya, who, being a BrAhmau in a formot lift and att^- 
ing tinal beatitode, resumed, by special command of the deity, 
a corporeal form and human shape at the period intervening be- 
I tween tho thiid and fourth ages of the present world. Thn hunt¬ 
ing eicomfons nf Santanu prove the country to have been dreary 
nd desolate, inhabited by a numerans and ^werfhl trilm of 
ahermcn who had a king of their nwn and subfiiated on the chase. 


• awordiiwtothc ^ phUfT 

^^dao“lrSty .uSlt th.aamsof &a ^.«n£- 

0, derive^ 

ffiimU pridominsl** ro the Owted Pro'iac*'*- 
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AGBAI 


It U remarkftble that the dtacendanta of tbose men, non UTiBg 
aloDg the banks of the sacred livor, Jibould bo abstemiooi 

The pbee is also held in great lovereace by tho Hiodati, aa 
the BcenB of the incaraRUon of Yishnu nader the name of Pdiasii 
Rdma. 


1 


Hbdq 
o! dcrt. 


Of tho Hindu origin of Agra there con bo no doubt The 
very root of its name, Jyrt. ia Souakrit. meaning prior, or first, 
which has led same to conjectore that it was the fiwt of tho 
many groves where Krishna, the spotting shepherd-god of the 
Hindus, by blowing bis famous pipe, captivated alike the dairy¬ 
maids of Brindraban and the princesses of the Gangetic regions. 
It is identified with the Aggraniea mentioned by Quintua Cnrtius. 
the Greek writer, as a prince of tho Pilrai inhabiting the country 
of the Gangaride?. 


i 


The antiqaity d Agia is (Jao evideaced bj certaifl aucietit 
towue coiaprieed in tho districL CouspicuDus among these is 
Batesari ofctcn^iae known as Siirajpur* founded, acoonling to 
tradition, by Rdja Sur&enil, idaptified by Geneml CunninghAtii 
m the nephew of the great King Biim^ of Ayndhio. Ancient 
images and sculptiirea h&ve been found amidst ita ruined 
templee^, And the remainfi of Buddbist etructures and figures, the 
remnants of ancient monaMenea, have been discovered in ItimM- 
pur and the tracts bordering the Chainbal. There isnodonbt 
that all these ancient towns were once dependent on the mighty 
Hindu monarchy which bad Uathiil for its capital. 


! 


E*rfy 

dim pdrioil. 


Parsing from l^cnd to bktory, the first mentioa we Knd oT 

Agra is ia a Fersioo work by AbdttUd, known os fdr&.-i‘Ddu(ii, 


MuJlfcllilllli' 


boing 0 ohrouiclo of the Afghiln Iiodi kings From the reign of 
Behldl-i-Xiodl, the fint king of the Afgh^u dynasty, to that of 
Muhammad Adil-i-Sur oud Djlud Sbilh, the Inst rukr of the rnco. 


author writes of the origin of Agra :—^'*Tlia Eiiidua assert 
that Ag« was a strong place ia the days of Kajd K dos. the 
ruler of Mbthrd, who coufiiied evetyone who incurred his ills- 


plensuro in the fort of that place, heuco, io the course of time, 
it became the established State prisoti." 


invsilon of According to the Mme author, when thi* Ghizoivido conc]ueror, 
a'^d! Sultdn Mahmiid, invaded Indio, his armies so devastated Agra 










isviaio.v or iiAitiirD. 
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Litat it; was reduced to tHe Htatofl of iiUjignificont village. 

TEia was aiwut 1033 i-D. 

After the departure of MnEtaud from tie country, Agm^a||^by^^ 

seems to have regmued iU iinportauca und become once mom akup. 

Hindu principalily, for, in the poems of Saliniu, written id praise 
bf the GhisniYide SuUwus, Mohuiud,* Ibrahim and Bairdmabih, 
we find mentioD of the capture of the city by the Muhammadan 

army uader MKliiE!iiid+ 

"The fort of Agra," writes the iiuthor, “is built amidst the 
Land, like a bill, and its battlemedts sue like hillocka. No 
[calamity had ever befallen ite fartitioations, nor had deceitful tima 
ItreacheroUBly dealt with it." Tlie city was besieged, lo the 
night the chiefe of Joypil the HajA bad a dream. The following 
I inoming. the KAja, ceming out of the fort, ™do oheiamM 
Ltu Sef-ud-diiula, who iutioduced him to the King. But the 
.King was determined to bring destruction on the fort, and haled 
ithc^idea of allegiunca with the ‘ unbelieTera,' " I have comBt" 

I-raid he, to this country to prosecute a religious war, I have 
f reduced countless forts, and waa in search of a huge virgin fortreaa, 

[such as this one, and I must reduce it and bring it under 
the away of IsWk" The King, with a drawn acimitar, plunged 
into the midst of the fight, ‘ like a liou/ " The falchioas of the 
holy warriom made the ground of Agra fi iw like a nvet with 
the blood of the enemy-'' The soldiers of IslAm, according to 
I the author, suironndod the fort and made thu day appear like 
night. “The atones diKhargod from the inau|onels ascended 
' to the vault of heavcii like the prayers of saints." At hut 
1 there aroae, from the warriors of Islam within tha fort, the ahont, 

I" Victory to our sovereign. Lord Mahmiid. The fort wm 
[ reduced, and the neighbouring chiela seat in their proBoaU, m 
[loads of gold and files of elephants, to tho conqueror. 

Prince Mahmud, to whom the ode is addroased, returned to 
, Ghim! after connueriug Mdlwii und UljaiB, having crossed the 
Indus at the point of Attock. Salmdn rvg^ the act as 
moritorioas, aad compares his expeditious with that of Moses, 
who iifld cjro&&€4 th^ Uile ip 
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AGM ^ HiatORiCAt. 


SiTohaf^ Upder the Ghorii KtiIJi* Tugfal&k mid Snyyid dynagdes, 
aeeiDs to hftve beeo nii iniigniiicaQt plajc#, eampri-^d m 
yiddyuBAt^ ihc iarkdr^ or dependency, of Biiini. On tte return of 

mad Oharii to Hindiistdoi in 1105 a.DL| he proceeded to BMna, 
toot it, and conferred the guvemtneot on hia general, Bfthn-iid- 
din ToghraL* The power of the Cbohdn chief of Chuniiawar, 
who then occupied the coiintiy about Agm, was odectnallj 
cruiihed j but the Hindu chiefs,, who hud bean compelled to pay 
tribute to the Ttrahammadan sovereigns, flooti returned to a state 
of eetni-independence^ On thu invasion of Tamerlane, io ISQ8^ 
the B^jput chiefs enjoyed a brief interval of indepcndeace. Dur¬ 
ing the Say fid dynnstv, the Muhammadan emperors of Delhi^ 
re-eatabliahed their authority iu the district of Agra, but during 
the latter period of the dynasfy the Hindus as&crted their in* 
dependence. 

Uiider thfl On thc acce&sioD of Sidtdu Sabandar Lodi to the tliro^ uf j 
Lodidjauty. Sultdn Sharaf. Governor of Birinil. on behalf of ,4 *hii 

Humdjrhii, graodBaia of BchldlH-Lodf, having closed the 
the fort of BiiDd, prepared to defend hintselfagaicut the trool^yi 
Umar Khia Shemani, trho had heen directed by the new | 

to take chaigo of the fort. The King, howererj chooain^ to f 
overlook the drcumfiUnco, proceeded to Agra, where Ha^t. 
Kh^n Jahroni, who held the fort under Snltdn Sharaf^ alao abut j 
ihe gatca. This inault iacetiaed ^akaudar Ludf, who made war 
on Sultan Sharif, and the Ibrtu of both Biamt and Agra feJiif • 
Sulbdn Sbaraf, after hLs defeat, being bauuhed to Gwalior. 

RE-peovlEdfay Sullin Sakandiir uow directed hig uttontioa to rc-peoplicg th*^| 
Agm, The city of the Lodi kinga, however, ky on tho'i^ 
tiaatem bank of the Jutnna. KiaumtuUd. the author of the 
TdriieJiri KTtdn Jahdn LodC, a contemporaiy with Feriubta, vfhoi 
compiled hia work io lfil£ A.D., or the eighth year of theacceaaina| 
of Jahidgir, furnishea the following account of the fuuuda-l 

tion of JUnbamniadaii Agra by Sultiu Safcandar;_Thd 

Government officer atid the peasantry in general in the 
tarkdr of Bkd4 having complaiiied to the Soltda of the 
eiceszes committed by the refractory popnlatSon of that 
division of the empire, His Majesty resolved on founding a town 
on the hanks of the Jumna which should he utilized as the 


* FcrMlci, 






BtXTAK SAKAMBAtt. 


f«j,u which iin cffect-ml c 1 -q 5_ deputed 

tribes With lh« ^ ; .ffiemls of State to «pl»« 

, number of dc^rvmg l,,,lUy v^bich couW 

aebaBk« ofthenveraud«^^rtea _ ^ 

tc used for the P“'P™®' ^ bank*!, esamio^ii Ibenn 

buatis. and, an they proctedc g 

ar«fully“»‘i' ‘k'r ‘^' ‘ ' „„„a„ioited tb<* 

Huving •PP"’'-'^ “f ° tod iD rm»» “> *'" ** ‘ 

1. .to E»P»-‘"’ ’'^Z 

Vicsty appro"*^ '!„,d.aU,ble for tolldi-S ?>”?<»“■ 

^n (^tiiijieni^e which ftpp jyd v/<it ^vh*> comrnaii^^^ 

,tod «cM» 

the royal barge, ’which ^ nftifiaWp that ^bich is ib 

ranee on the way. Ab® for Aera). The Sultan 

d,,„ytttou™tod» “’^„l,-to, „ p»yor^»«J » 

^ciT lifted up bifl bands anepicioua hour, 

dtd all the ainira who 8"*^™ _ ^. _ j portwofi of the viU 

■ ^lerB .ere issued 

Igcs Pishl and PoyA. ^aatituted a separate par^» 

^ Buiod. 

nrd became iijc ^ctfiiitflBuif 

j Tto city couerfoc^ ‘°^'°g„H4“ii^“8 P'™ "1"^''^™^-''“’ 

LtoflI»e»'-‘""“''”‘- t„ DMIpur. Tbc ‘^,'“"^132^ 

:i“*r rttet..««ic ^ 

In lii20» 

^tinUndarLodl, Lodi already mentioned, It b 

In the hUtory of «‘"^*'‘*"i^i\no i..“"T- 
to Sultan Bokaudar, oriero / 
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AGtU; DUfTOUlCAt- 


be Binick at Nago^j k ih« StiUati'a name. I'hEr rcrx-rt of ihi. 

'''"*• H.. U.je«j. lioL l.ft Dkdipu,. ,„d. 

Wliiti. II yfoe there tu a rotinl of plfaflUTe und feativitiefl iu 

JwPipeditions. «It about this 


rcvkltriiM , - -- 

t,™. ,he .. u„ ade'p™'d™ 


r,v., . Itirmei-Ij ii (Jependei 

.f 8 i«>,, W,. l„ed^po„ „ u,„ j,,, S»vorei*D*." 


I'at,"'*" r T"*' Afobio. PoJj 

Boll.a», .I.J otLorwpi,tri„oI do!o,fl„l„d to kw «,„t, „1 

koodnoniorj providod for. it oS 

.r r ' ?r ?r‘ ®“'“" kovioB rJ 

and the suppression of cume and abominable uaaeea in hk d ? 
mmiofls, which h&ve obtained for hiii> -i f *. « 

the MiiTinminart • ' ^ forerooeti place anioDO' 

the Muhammadan sovereigns of nmdustai., A^Jn. his oth 

•»«fttioacd the aboliticn of theanuua] procesai 
r the diaplaj of Ure spaar of gjilar Masdd.• which had bccoui, 
standmg nunamcc ; the prohibition of visits by females Z ton, 

Of pilmiiaaEra. Hml i J es lo tani 


IIS J 

II 


UiJtiecDt 


ni4»J.DTB4 of 

rri- ,“, '““el** “*fc‘ kppdi.™, 

Ird . .i.p„ ,;rp, 


K“frt5' / '“rt"" PfovulRl Pt tki, timr, IP eppra, tk„ „ J 

“ r^e^JVkft^d'prT'™ "“‘‘= ^'A 

.»«, “I'VtkeZ^f “iiforxr*" 1 

ifo ■kri’^j™Trfo?rr“r 

Wk r-foed kotk kU k„d. X;: 




^ ? 

i 





Oq tbs 3rd orsafi.ell (Btl. Julf IWi 

,L WIsd tribh tbo grsUDd. o»d .svcrt.1 
hnbittni. «sret«ri«l.ii>der lhs™in.r* Swb » 

rHidkfl hiul uevBT (SKperiuiw^d m India otp* 

,„,ks;r«9S3 (1317 r.n), 

Zu.r:ld .»ta .b.»ld»s( hrs rrsps-slib,, 

xx;t uib «r,3i7, Ks r.»dsd s.w™ ^-.usbr.. 

tlm«Jb»ri»l-pl"™ "f bH' of It'S m™t 

i .^far bail and bditt the fine nsd-stoM SHinmer hon^c i^Tilah sut^ 

I'Z'S b«»™= 

[Akbar’a Fi>Ttiignes5M?ife. 


111 


' On the day on wbicb the celebrated battle of Piiaipat i^j. 

thought (S9tU April battlefield. 

litLii nnd succeHaDr 01 Sultan oao-aniiaT, 

|^Bb.rp«.bsdr«.srd^ 

' t bt«l ZZ: th. turd d., alts. ib. battle, aad 

t .rt iZ folloaiae tb. i'kulia bavias >>«■" '™d m 

CB lOth Siav, la2fi. 

sacapled, “'"Z"."& 

r3“t\bf; 

Tteibiin Bakrama Jit eervace 

■ , , . - ,L v^itiinfijrrd nig wii'CR and children anil 

■P&nlHlkt Btld alfHB the bulk Sen0lCl^ 

aadti* :z:" i-dZ ^ 

^ iftiidn rnmily with conBideratiou in ibe hour pf tbeir laia 0 * 

, ^yiiidii rnraiiy wii ^ nlmidered. In return for this K»h i Sur 

j z'* “rlir tC bf b>-* “ "'""‘It 

: i;tr: 7P.. 

I j. -- , * f!kntfvtn. 










Habw It 
A^m, 


H 

AiiltA; HlhTOItJUAt, 

u stiitdt, Au-ud^ii of 

'• «f«a( ii indmof the Erojwror m hig 

Sr w 7 r:sr“;s 

£:p; 7 Hs.s.r s:: 

yv^lT ” h va^nabie diawoBd trhiell 

and to Tavernier, the jeivdl.rand laeieh^uf 

hoi- 1880,000 sterling, and i,' 

believed to be the hmm, Koh^USur (or MaunL^n of ifght^.* 

The Emperor pardeued Malik Ditud Karani, the chief office 
o Ibrahim IP the for, ehowed him favoum, ..[j 

mvm to retain their property, On IbrahimT^u, other lie 

beatofted n punjaiiii of aereii La-Ke r.f . , ^ 

ducted with ftll h<, ff ? ! ^ 

with all her effects, to a place which wag fixed on for her 

residence about a I'nt below Agra. 

Bibar often resided at Agni, and it was at Fatehpiir .Sifcn 

»:::“srf “™'t. 

KM S ,aim 7' " '"" ■^S" " 

MeS/TL L S r 7 '‘^'‘ ‘''“ "-jP" “wr 

JJewa, Lantern MilwA a^d Aimere was sf th;. *■ V 

uiEed as the leader of all i-he H r *' - J*ecog- jv 

* “"i fbe Riijput pnne^ jj^ 

icDdly commutation with Biibar whfle that monarejf wa.. I 

advancing BgiUDst Sultdti Ibrahim' but now ib«r ii ? 

iw,i rr’hC I • ^ T*”"*' 

.M„„M,17MSSTb rr,r”'“ " 

n 7 .he Srw 7 '■T°'f pi" 

«ha Rdjput tabes, advancer] to Blind, „ithm the deiKmdoucv 
gra, and, defeating the garriison of ihafc place cut off all 

.ho ™piu.? 7C.„ “hi; 


The grenc 
hftttle mt[t 


Ri'ijd Sod It'll. 


PH Knl.-i N, 1 r .li.i„«, 
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BlUAll 


PtlDllEDCSClf 


rediflieil Sikri, but hh riilv^jinced gnriTil wit? iJtfpjiiHl ftilh ^eiL 
losPv These Jefeni?* greatly clisinnijetl BAbar's TeterJio 

and ihey began tn rc^rd tlio contest in a wry setions Uglib 
While the Mngliml army jet m n state of alarm and paiiki 
Mabamniad Sharir, an aatTologer from Kabul, f^>Tetoid ita defeat, 
mnintaiaiug that at that time Mara in the Westland that 
whcraver sliunlil eDga^o cofulng firoiii the appwito rpintter would 
be defeated. *^Witlinwt Ikteniiig to hia fedUh predictioii^'" writea 
the Etnporor in his ilenioira^ *‘1 pri)ceedcd to adopt mch ^teps as 
the emergency aeeraod to demand, ai+d used every eicTtion lo put 
my troops in lit state to engage the eoeinj." He leciogijLsed the 
difliciilty of hifl position, and became penttenE; befom fjed. He 
lorswQTo drinking, to which ho had been so this eh addicted, sent 
(br Ilk gold and silver goblets and cups and other utensils used for 
frUiking parties, broke them in piceca, and gave away the 
^gineiita to the rfoyTOfS^ss and the poor. Hk amlt B followed iik 
§ am pic. The choice wine of Ohiatni, which Baba Dost, the 
jutler, had a few dnj-s before brought from Kdbal on three 
lels, was mixed with salt and converted Into vinegar^ Other 
le which the Emperor hai?^ at the time, was poured oa 
ground. He made a vow to let hia heard grow, and proinificd 
init the or stamp tait ^n all MnaalijiAns^ Obserr- 

that general constemalLon and alarm prevailed among the 
s of hk arinj;, he assembled all hk amirs and officers^ and 
Jdteaaed them Noble me II and suhiietn-—Every nmn tliat hm wTilrtw 

into the woiid is subject to dlssulntion, Wlioii ^0 are 
away and gone, Gml only survives, uijchnngeftW&t Whoever 
•oiiiit to the feast of Life, must, before it kover, drink from the 
nip of dealh. He aOm arrives at the ion of Mortalily, muit one 
htj ^evitahly lake his departure from that house of Borrow in the 
^orld. How much better h it to die with hoiionr than to live 
with infamy I 

It k my glory to die a ikath of fame. 

Rather than to live a life of JiRgracc and shame. 

The most high G^sd lias been propUious to ns^ nJiii has now 
(fla^d iis ]□ such a erkk that. If we full tii the GeUL wo die llie 
Ah of mnrlyra; tf wc hiitvIvc, we rise vicluriens, the avengers 
tifthe CAUse of Gofl. Let na, then, with one nceonl, swear on GkOl'a 
l\j word, that none of us will eveu think of turning his face 
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AftHA I mKtOmrxt, 


TAb ■rniy 


Brai^fT ftf 


Muea, tJJI li» M)qt t» w^nucd from hb bodj "* 

aw!! y’'^‘ •’'»« "<■ '<»' «!'>"■ All „„„ m th. 

HMhl ..fL ?' ^“. ‘™’'" '■" f™"' »' H. inU,Mbp.™.., 

-,.. iiMtn.KioM^'rV’Tl,'^ ‘"“' "‘’"""S "“i'" •I"! Sivitp* 

bitfte fn fit I^V„ of Lhi* grdiU 

dt eWnite dosputcl. of W* worcUry. i«Sio tliil 

Q-ht ‘-Th’' ihkk&it of i],e' 

bJit - The vrsAmoK of ibe faith, who w.ro in the lomper of «!fJ 
dovoUoq, aod pri^pnrecl to mb:nit to mart™fom. ho^ from 

w u:. ^;l,>JtiJi„g,, 

W Hon fte ,„(„llil,t= i,^ n„ . ^ ^ . 

,t,Z " 7 * 7 '- ••"' *-««'* -■ q»iad fe , 

| *»1K «..u,»j,(A.A„*y„,.‘ TI,5rCmghlwill,.ucIi»Mbu.:», 
lUi 1.™*. «« .W^d a.™ „„ U.™ r„„ ,1, p.,„ 

•nd .1* .»B, 1 ,. ,h„ (5„B h„l,„|,i„ 

«f'h«7u 7'' ’’7"" •"U'='»"'ip™j.i.,ti..r 

f tail, bi.^ «. ^ 

S''»rt'r '“St declared for JidW. Hasan Kf 

ffjrfj-i or Chaoipioo iho cause of the Faith. The beLtU 
vraa fought witlim v»w of a amall hill utar Sifcri He ha 

“ w camo to cang^^atJ 

«i.fa™loe.r. Emperor ao hia victory. ^ I p^prod forth." sav» the Empe«, I 

wti hy It. Hlthoqgh he hoatheoiahly iocLaed. perrenK J 

estjncmelj seJf-caaceiUjd, and an insufforabJe ill-HpaJrar, yet • 1 
ho bad b«.n my oW a kth a., a pf.»»l \ 

and dBmissed him, commandiag him not to jciDaia wi/hm mj 1 


niw^i 

decrijfeUod 
nf ElwilUft- 
tijB. 


F^b bora a coa„i,j. (i,. aboaadoj i„ b.,aUfa! .ooa,,, 
ete.« .ale,. la.„ri.„t |.a.a., .„j walara. ...d eiftad d 

.77 M»' >•* 1 

tba brat at tba Mohararaajrai mnuigoi wio created a tMt, ii| 

■ Ktwkrnv'm Mtomin i^ilbav, ^ ^ ^ 
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IdULi /iir lii\ing <0111: bcnntiful gardens nud plposure-grouiids, 
H-MEit^tmntiihg iirtllicial water-coureei^ ahJ iirtauging plAtes of public 
i&creivElfui. wtre disgusted/' obEcrvod HLs Miyesty, *'irilb 

tbres tliiijga in Hiudiistio : one was its heiit, which wm gnb^ar- 
fible- nunther, ita Btroog witads, which ciiriitd OYerything hefors 
them ^ and the third, its dust* which found its wny into every 
iikiok and enrntr of a bowso.'^ Toramova these incouveDieuce^ 

Bflbar had butlia constructed at Agm. We ctm do no better than 
give t!io talented Ring's own description of the bath, from bia 
celebrated Aletn&if^ : —The bath-room in which la the tub, or MW^i li^th 
cistern, ia cDustrucled entirely of stone, Tbc water-channel ia**^^*^ 
c^nstriicted of white stone j all the rest^ doer and roof, is made of 
r|d Slone brought from Biiu4. The temperature of the nir can* 
tdt aifect the bath; for when the hot winds blow, the bath can be 
aj|^ificia1ly cooled^ so that a man can hardly bear the cold producedi^"" 

Babar laid out a garden beyond the Jumna and fonodiul ra Bim s&n!™ 
The garden he called Gulafshdn [ in the Persioa dialect 
as called d^dritiglL The followlag is his deacrlptiou of the ^i^ceof 
ng out of these places and the causes which led him 
it such a course:—** It occurred to me that oue of the chief 
\tB of Hiudusliu, which proved an ahstacia to th^ develop- 
its iigricaUura.1 reaoiirces, vvhj want of ortific-tal water- 
(eiM-T'ilisdiu)# To remove this defect^ 1 resolved^ wherever 1 
_8y reside tics ] to excavate nrtiiicml slrcmas n tid watEE-coursosy 
cadpe water-wheels to be ei>iistructt:d, cud clegatit mid vrell- 
pleasure-grounds to be laid out. Stiortly after my 
at Agra^ 1 made a close inspectioji of the banks of the 
amiu^ with this object !u vieW| and to select n siiitable spot for a 
ifen^ The wtioltf country appeared ao ugly and desolate that I 
laed the river thoroughly tH^gusted,. and gave up for a time all 
of iJiokiug a ganlen in thb locrdity* Howcvert aa no hetLer 
on preaented itself in the neighbourhood of Agrn^ I con- 
. that I could do no better than make the best use of the 
spot that wcLH io my poweTi I began by siukiug the Isirgo 
Ifwhich supplied water to the baths; next, 1 put in order the 
f grauud w'hsre there are the tamaiind treea and the octor 
tank i then I proceeded Lo make the large tank with its 
ure. This doue^ 1 had a hall of audience constructed in 
of the stone palace. The hall is open ill front| and supported 
illur^^ Nexl| I finished the apartments Etnd the baths vvilh a 
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■AunA: flJiiTojiiCA)^ 


Hit & ff[ 
KorHuuiijir. 


W g...ta ,. lh.n,, Ooi.^ „„ i. ,|.u 

f»h»n. I .„„i 

»d,r, I „ai|ic« „,„J g„J.„ .bicb, , 1 « „b„| 

etegai,! aud aflunJtiJ au ugf«=ablt* tiud plet«iyg » 

llic Eiiipet.jr'a love of gatdoi,Ju|f aud plauiiog j 

linl fraiJeesaftenbe «f TerkiBuio. Uv ubBCtvca — 

beantifolgavd*.., i„ .v.rv gurdcu I 

iiTtoTl “ ■' ^ 


Ttit iTiLiirtjdi 
of Aigra iip 

liiss. 


Ifja ^lample was followed by tbe ^mfr, M,d i-obi« of bia con 
w 1-5 wed with e^h other in the eieelkoco of ibdr deiiig,« :i 
Iho eleguooo of their orniugcnieoU. The suL,.rb« of A-^ra loJj 
rimte graeo uod Whool., after the fashiua of UhorZ 

JXi^dlpur, were cousttucled br m«ilt.g water ftom wel-a^aoi 
I ajnong the o„»_irs who coobI rucled ga«Jei« aud tanks oti the h.oU 
ofllK- Jiunooio ib,sw«y,Dd!»rM,eotiooB the oaioee of Kiudil 
feheikh Zeu ^d Yuois All. “The mea IJiod" wrijee thl’i 
^np«or, . .W b».l brforo |4..„ f.™ j 3 

tab„., „ „.i „ab .b. K^i I* 

the yrmrteis of the Jumna oo which Uieae Eardeng aad >1 ' 

W'CTG laid out aud constructed." p a 


UndtrHroTiBj ^u an empty space wilhiu the fort of A™ il 

•pwioo. „.a«g™„a cb.„i»« c„„.u.cb,d. (bl rPi 

WHS oa the same Jevel with the surface of well water tO 
were three opeo halls, each hull higher diao the othex by 
Steps, atid the deseem was by means of dights «f L 1 

iiccliao with the middle story was coostnicted a 
bullcitk^ to inyvo rniitirl tn -_i_ ■ 'I 


^ . »«« ^xm miuaie story was coostnicted a dome % 

ho l«t, to = 0.0 ™,oa to »ork Ibo obooU. Th. „„ Jl 

o otet «=) touod l,om tbo bottom of tbe tHstvoini ttln. 0 j • v ^ 
cootruolod b, lb. rido to. hooA 


o.,.«roo«d b, tb. oido of tbo »el,. 

opf*. Btlfco. oro. 100.1 iogouioo^ ,^,...1 ,.,„._b.;i. T 

oo,o„o.'cJ mhioh, liftiog il« ,.io. r,m, «=, to^rroi, tJZf 

Other, raced it to a level with the ramnsvte .krT , 7' 

™o.b., tb„.gb tb. ..^.0. M,.r tb.::,dc. 


rtfcitli. 


Bihar died in liis palace «{ the CharbUgh on *>611, n i. I 
i»». .vth ,ot o.h ,=,,.i,b. f..=of z ^?d 






13 


for LU noble anJ ofrectiomate heart and eddearod by his easy and 
sociable leiutitr, which, amid thograndenrof a Diooanbyand tUe^ 
guielks and spleuduur of rovnUy, never blunted the ddieacy of 
bb kniglitly goneioiilj, hb faithful compaoionahip, and hi^ ^niai 
aud iuvial dispf-dtion. or dituiniflhed in any way hia uenaibiU y _o 
the enjoyntnnt of Satore, He was. at the tune of ht. deat^, 
riikr-in-ohief of aU the territoriea of India, fi om the Hindu i 
to the botden of Bengal, and wa^ master of Kabul lu Lbo 
i^UKjiieut words of Ab.il J-’ozl. - he devaried from tliB w^rld ot ^ 
somw, in the Charbd^li. ou the banka of ‘ 

bud biniaelf laid out a»d rendered g«eii and verdant by hia 
imrivalled taste." * Ho had been joiwed at Agra, a short time- 
before his death, by bU atm, Bumiiyuu, who had left bis go^ro- 
orent of BadakhaliAti without leave. He was, ncverlhele^ ^ee- 
tioaately welcomed by his father; possibly ho bad received the 
news of bia father's indifferent state of health, and wish^ In 
be on the spot. His own hcalih, however, seriously broke dowii. 
an his comiug to Agm, aud a atrango story ts to d of how the 
Prince w« able to shake off his own illness and to trailer 
to bis father, who ultimately succumbed tort. It is said tha^ . 

when tbs phvsicions of Hooidyua prououucod lus case to bo 
hopeless, the nffeclioimte hither, iii accatdnnca with a siiper- 
.uLuspmetke, passed round the sick man^s bed three times aad 
prayed, He was shortly after heard to «ebim: 1 hare borne ti 

away I t have borne it away)" Soon afterwards be began rapid^ 

Ly to 'sink, and death was the result. Certain, however, ill* 
that the climnto of India and immense por^aal erterttoos bad 
shattered hia eonsUtuUoii and aeeelerated his death. His re* 
mains wore temporarily buried iu the Char^gl*. bat were ^tee- 
qaeotlv, in pursnatico of a will made by him, earned to Kabul, 
whero they were burlcni iu a beautiful spot marked nut hj him¬ 
self. ■ A tuuning and clear stream still irrigate* the fragtsut 
ttoweti of tUi* eometery, which b the great hoUday-resort of tbo 
puopjfi of Ikabul. 

h,to<j4ii, ii>e i»f Kmpo"* ='■''»> *“ •'*' s::s* 

ItoJ V.,r«r W, .s=. wa. »ro«ncd >. tl. p»la«. «l Agra •« -.M jtggj,r__ 
Ism. « <l>r« J..?. th. kl=^Emp«or. tot.. is*. 

I, v.'<» » ot«lo» of SkM Th. eblfi nnbihty 

* V(4. I-, p- 91, EJ‘ oi 

wife ^otAiiru tcL J-11® 
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AdllA; JflHTdTlICAU 


presentee] tKeiuservcs before tlio nsw Eiupsror and teaderedi Uieir 
allogiAtioe. tuoney was scattered anioo!; the populace, piiblic prat¬ 
ers were ivad. Olid coin was struck ia the iiatue uf the new Prince. 


After the great disauDfituro of Humtijdii at Kanauj, 3]ior 
ifSwl im Afghan took possession of Agm, in 154Q/and, flewliig 

its treasures no J arseDals, hostsDod on to Delld, whence parties 
of Afghans pursued Hqmdj Au across the i^iitlej. 


Hil itrJipt 
iiutioe. 


AjifCiJoliiu 


Sher Shah was one of the mtist cijHghteueii Priacea that 
ever ruled the destinies of this Empire. His justice was 
proirerbiaF, and the impartiality with which he administered 
it obtained for him a high place among the sovereigns of 
India. The author of the Ehtttd$ut id Tawdhik has related 
au instance of his justice which will serve to iltujtrate thn 
character of this King, One day hia eldest son, Adil Kfain, 
riding on an elephant, panged throsigh one of the Etrenrs of 
Agra, attended by his cavalcade. As he was making hia rotitidi he 
happened to see a young wife of a citizen who was bathing 
naked in the upper story of her house, the walls of which were in 
a dilapidated corditlon and allowed the obJeetB Inidde to be seen 
by a man riding on au elephant. The Princo was charmed with 
her looks. The moment be saw her, he aerved her with a 
ietel, or itru which bo threw to her to secure her nffa etinns. 
She was not a woman of easy virtue, and, when her tuuband come 
home, narrated the cmimaBtanca to him. The husband, feeling 
his honour wonnded, laid hia coraplolpt before the Emperor, who 
waa oanrinced of its truth. He gave it as his verdict that the 
principle of retaliatioa enjoined by the MuhammadiiD Law 
should be enforced. -It was directod that the compluinant, seated 
in hia turn, on an elephant, shouhl pass thrangh the street and 
ftec the Prince's wife when uoiiressed and bathing. Great, was 
[the excitement that prevailed in the court, and the alarm caused 
lin the King's harein at the prospect of a female member of the 
royal househuld being thus publicly dUhononred. The Kinw 
was inflexible in his resolution. In vain did his umira aud cona- 
sellora exert tbemselves to mollify him. " Such is/' said His 
Majesty.the law of our religion, and it must be enfoieed in its 
entirety. That the accused happens to be a king's sog [a ng 
reason why his guilt shoiild be passed over with impunity. Law 
is meant to be oijvyed, and, in administering justice, there should 


snFH SHAH. 
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br no difference bel^pei. n pri.vce of tihd n p^nMot 

The eomiilmoant, weing that lus bonoor hml been 
vindicated, «itbdre« Uh complMOt, declaring that he had gained 
bb right, anil wa> Botbfied with the 3alt=m-A jortice, and at h.^ 

earnest eoUcitatio.i the matter «aa dropped, bnch iraa the kind 

ef justice ad.ni..btcred at Agra during the preaperoiia days of 
SheJC Sbiili 

Sl.« SLh w» . gn»> p.to. .f »«l>itetan=. ..d .1 lh« pnb- 
licb.iU.UDg.coi,st™:U!d in hU time thteogheat ledm m.erexml8k.r SW. 
le Ibii dav. the edmitalioo ot the erotld. The oelj eicbitemra 
eelic of hi. time ie Ap. i. lie i.tetmlieg m^y e of AUeel 

Bileoel, orSinh Wil.,«. if K*i « M""'** i;'"* 
the pooed up to ebout the middle of the e«\K 

Tl,e oe.eeet Apedietetbed deriog the teip ef the limt 

^ j 'QiiUjf^n IjetlcF ttilOfftl nJ mu flf Sk«ir 

ri”*'sw.'s° r!tL’'»ee.d wo of Sher Sheh. Agm v-o.olUl“' 
thVaiv of Softaoot of i“di*- fho oleim of Adil Shidi, the 

eld.,twn.h.vieBb.e. eel emd. „e »:o„.l o b,, «e.ko«oU,o.w 

ebenmlereed imlmeilitj. SJem Sb.b J'"?;"”' 

Boduemo. Immmlielelj eo hie eoetemoo, he ' 

taelhee, Ailil Sbeb. to ApN feigoiogo desire to tender bie ollep- 
to him nud telling him that bn Imd been forced by aicum- 
.tances alone to occupy the throne, hb object being to preven 

commotion, and that, as soon a. bo made hia appearance tn the 

cepilel, be meold r,.ig. io hi. fhemtr. Adil Sbeb 

Jd a mactiog between the brother was arranged, felem 

given strict orfera to the guard of the 

Sauld bo allowed to ontor it with only tivo ot 

Adil Shah, anspecting the siucenty of S j j. ^ ^ 

ioto tho ball of pnhlle nndionco with a largo nnml^r ^ follower^ 

and thpA the plan of Salem to iho Person of bis brother was 

defeated. 

Uedeterrod b, the fefler. et hi. «beme, Selem tried to gem rb. 

A K fifhat hail failed to do stta- jjj fAv^gror 

by hifl cloquoncB and by flattery wh# eu h k itntl hwn con- 

tLm a mended hi. feneet»i«rt.eo. th.t hehmibrnm cee 

,.l.-l rew.nm. Iberejal titlee mrd pretoget.... 

,ai. merelj tram poBli®' 
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AGFIA : HlSTOHlCIAI* 


turbulent of I lie piiblie ill check, ninl liu Adil 8bali 

with marks of tiLstificdoii mij honour. Tlioiii ftp|^rJnellil^« him 
Olid huldiiijr him by I be litiucL% be placed him on ihii ibrune. 
Adil was uot deceived by ttie appareut riiieerirv of bis brotlitr's 
pmfesaioiiB buf, being liimBelf a |t»ver of tji&e atid froc^Iurn, and 
feeling that Ids litnation oo the tbrano would be iirtutfa^ foHh'- 
with tstoie down, aad^ lO liia luni+ seating &ilom 8liab cm it^ 
^^ihited biro as Llie Emperor, and offered the cualomary cougmtu^ 
ktiotifl. Tho grandees of the court iuitantlj followed his eioiiTiplei 
aiidj tendering their Lcminge la Salem, presented liiui oOferiogs. 
Adil Sbah retired to bis at Biduiii 

Ii iircfnnte^l Tills (Ud Udt, however, satisfy SzLlenL Hardly two months had 
elapsed wheu he deitpatchcd Ghibi Mahlf, a euutidi of rnnk^to 
BiaiLil, itilh a pair of golden fetterSp nod with ortlers to seize llie 
pencil of Adit Sliah aud bring him n pri3«nmr to the eoorL 
Khwaii Ebau^ of Mmvat^ a partizau of Adil, whose exertions had 
rbioAylEid to the late amicable Bettkmetit between the brodieFs, 
having hcartl of this breach of fiiitli on tho part of Salem^ set otit 
ftir Agnk at the head ot a large army. He wu^ joined by Adil 
and a number of cliiefj who liait gtiartmteed the oafety of that 
PriQce^ 


Blit IS tlfeleatf' 

chI, tm 


A battle was fonght iu sight of Agra I^I5\ in whkk 
in spite of the exerlloaa ^if Kliewaa RtiaUj victory declared tl^elf 
for SaleiiL Adil Sliah HeJ from the battleheld, es^ped to 


Tabia, and was lieard of no mere* 


TLt itktJTT^r After his defeat* in Mofighyr. by a detachnient sent by Slier 
Shah, ill Jiiiif!, 153i>, HnroEiyini continued bis fliglit with a small 
retiiiUQ to Kalpi, with tire view of prirceediEig thence to Agra. 
Hi.i army, iacluiiiug the best part of bia ndher^a veteran^, had 
been cat off for the mct^t part, or perbbed iu the inundations. 
Hiimayini^a Empress, whoni it bad been the Imst endeavour of 
that aovereiga to save* iiodlieoo taken prisoner by the Afghans; 
but Sher Shah treated her with every unirk of courtesy ainJ 
atteution and went her to Agra lu safety. Huaiayun shortly 
afierwards joined the Eiapre^?; at Agra, and, after making pre- 
paratioUJi there, qai* more moved frain Agra, in Aprih 1540, to 
give buttle to Lis adversary, who was aow in pu*jsession of Bctngat 
Hia ftrinj waa stt this lime strengthened by a rekforceiaoiit* 
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The Emperor Humayum 
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of iliOOO men befangiug to K^tnrio, who liud Iiinisctr reLireJ 
Ut Ljvlioie. Tlin Soal defeot of Humajiin at Kunanj hoa been 
nlreiKiy noticed,'* Tiie defeated raoDorch turned hie tbooghts 


to Sindh; but, hU attempts tti re-eatablLih his authority in that 


part of the couafry having failed, he Hod to Persia, where he 
waa iDiigaificently received by Shah Tahiaaap, the Safvt King 
(1514), The Shah Heat an army, under hia son, to rcRtora Haaia- 
ynn, who reodvered Kabul (April 1547j| nnd marched to recovor 


India in January, 1555, after an eiile of ten yearst. He engaged 
Saknndor Shah 3«r Afghan at Sirhand, and gained a deciaife lasi 
victoiy, the Afghans flj'iag to the moantaids undor the HimalaTa, 
This victory naoe more decided the fhte of the Empire of Hindus¬ 
tan and established a dynasty which proved more prcaperoiis 
and enduring than any of those which had preceded it. An ad¬ 
vance force of the victor immediately took possession of Delhi 


and Agra (July 1555). 


The death of Humayon in Delhi, and the absence of ids 
Buceeffiot. the young Akbar, in the Piiujab, gave fresh eon rage to 
Hema, the Hindn Eninister of Muhammad Shah Adili, to recover 
\ the capital for his master. Herein was originally a shop-keeper 
who, by the force of hia talents, had risen to the highest post in 
the gift of the crown. At thifitime he set out with a powerful 
army of 30,000 men and 2,(100 elaphnnta against Agra, and his A^rt mo 
pnmberfl iiiCTKised as he advanced through a friendly country,, 

The Mnghal officer in chnrge of Agra was hardly prepared to 
meet this formldahle invasion nnd thnnght it Ills bent policy 
to fall back on DalUL JjAtnin Khan, another Mughnl officer, at 
the head of 3,000 horse, tried to oppose the advance of Shodi 
Shan, one of Honiu’a Generale, but he was defeated, and aliuo.st 
the whole of hi? force was cut off, Agra was taken, after a 
short siege, by Heinii, who, now ndvnnciDg on Delhi, took poases- 
sion of it, and, setting aside the pretensions of Sakondar 5iir, 
assumed the title of Raja Bakrama Jit, of ancient fame. 

The Mughal army under Baimm Khan gradually assembled 
at Noiraheia and advanced upon Delhi Hemu marched out 15», 
with a conaideruble amiy to Panipat, the old battlefield which 
Eiad 80 often decided the fate of the Empire since the nge of the 


* |Mi£0 M fitprm. 
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Uahiiblmrftt Hemn was ili^Ctaitid mid capture^]. The rictofioun 

hIi:; Alibar both di.pkj«l ,>,odigi« „f 

I»iym.. ISA vahiuf u, this biittle. After ihe victory. Saluuidur Uzbek a 
(kaeral of Uamajuo. ivaa Mot fanv^ to oocopy Agm, aod the 
place ttaz auncDflerea without auj reflisfcauce in 1556 . 

Modero Agm was foimaed on the vest bank of the river 
JamoabyAkbar.theooa of Hornaynn. who removed the seat 
of goveroa^cot to that place. The original idea of the Emperor 
^-.Mo build his entire motropoibnt Fatehpor Sifcri, Bouth*.e.t 
AEr,m„ h,™ra, of t|„ birtl. aore rf hio olj-t mo, S,loio 
Col>.n.„rio J.ho„.b). u, h .,0 bo„ I,™ u,„„ri, ., 1.0 

BSIOJO ooll ioi.alicfioos of Solcm OhMiti, » /otifor .„of re- 

I.g.™...,oo,„j„bo u,oro .1 ,l,o ..o, ^ ^ 

rtill .At lt..,o. Tho ,™„„ whj, rto i,,,o. .M 

.W™.d „ oAWnod furll,.r on. Tho odtnhlishinont of th. 
mo«opol„„„ „pi|ol i„ a. 

»i[l. .l«.J„bno„.olM,„., „„J fco olh™ to lb. oiMoraotonoo 
of ».nl, Solon. Cliobti, i..!,,. tM tho E™p.o.r Akhor 

tb,.nhnp».o.nsofomjolo„„rtot th. redone ,bo Mir 

.„f„r.,od oith hi. dovotiono, „d ^ U;, j,„j 
™»l.i do »oll to it to M,„o „„„ no.roni.nt wiit/ 

.oj lM.o l,.l«bp„, for iho oodUtnobH .og.«om,„l „f MMir 

ill Ills if|»]ritual pumuita. 


Uy 

AbuiF^ 


Abul F^l in Ih, Aili„ni 4 ra«, gi.M Ulc tollooioj aooooia 
<4 tt. foood^too of ™„don. Aoro b, Atb„t_..Hh.'l,.jo., ‘ 
™d. Asr. ,h. Mpilol of tho iiopioo. ood, 

c reign ( . took op bis rooideooe bi th. oitodvl for- 

...Tl, ko^o 0. Bidolgooh. a. oMig, .d diff^it qnort™ for 
til. iitconioiodotioD of tie giondeaiof u. reoloi. Iboa rendotiog lb. 

Hom th. Motro of oordob,.p * 
lb. noofocKo. atfntioo of His Majooly. iho oito, .itbi. a A„rt 
1.01., beonnie an orn.oioot of tho 11.000 climo.. It is . dt, p„,. 

■«.og , odobtioo, oliomt., tho bool ood cold boiog .oodoooo io 
thoo roopoottoo aaooost ife »,lj ■„ 

troo. „,.d fM.t of KhnoMio 00,1 Iho rioor Jf.„ (j„o„.; 

.ho ..odd of tho ..tr i on dtio. do, 0 ,,, , 1 ,^ ^ 



The Emperor Akbar. 
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AKHAll. 


lu 

of Krfttc imve wnstnieteilciUfieeaoffiuck beaufj(i.nd ekpuicelhiit 
tkpy siirpusQ tiescrii>l.hm. Willi atl its noble bniWinga and cliarm- 
ing Biibitrfae, it has once moro become the capilaf of the iiiupire- 
The fiirtunale evtut of the royal leadence having been fixed nt 
the capital of Agm woa aigiiftli*^ bj the coannr^ of tlwalmr, which 
followed immediately after the happy incident" The dhitlel wiw ^, 
lieijcerorivanl called the Oaiiffit KMtta. or * House of Wenllb* 

111 the eventa of the fifth year of the reign, mentiou u again 
iiiiide of the new hiiililinga on the bnuhs of ihe Jniuna and of the 
•iieaautee adopted to improve and ciufaelliab the inipeitnl city. 

BaiiAm Khan, the tutor and geueial of Akhar. who laised tlic 
etaiidiird of iCtfolt. wna defeated by the royal Inwpa. All Ilia 
houaea in the city of Agra were cnufiacated to the Stale and loaido 
over to Mmiiiii KhiiUp tlio now lsLhBiifi-i-K.liiiiiin, 

The Mughal Empire of Hiiiduslan, founded by the genius of 
Bihar and re^Uhlifllied by the adventurous Humayiin, reached loii*. 
its completion, though not the Ecnith of its Bpleiidour, during 
^,be reign of Akhar. t*or a century and a half after Atbsrs death, 
or until the JAia occupied Agra, the Eiopiro wai maintubed 
chiefly throiigli the principles of justice and toleration enunciated 
hy that great wonarch during his long and prorperans reign. 

The British first apiwaifed in India five years before the Em- 
l>eror's death, and it was tii the year WOO that the celebrated 
Eiist India Company obtained their first charter from Queen 
Elizabeth. Ha was the first of the Imliaii sovereiguB ufter Poms . n ^ 
who was known to Eurnpeorm, and he wna the first great Indian \ * 

pofontate who was interviewed by thenn 

Akhar waa a contemponury of Queen Eliiabeth, and his cum- 
reign was one of the most important in the histoiy of India, witli 
The likeneaa between Akhar and Asoka, who preceded him by 
eightcou centuries, in inalteta of religbua seutimerts and 
toleration, the Euppressiou of priests, abatinence from flesh and 
meat, the cucouragenieut of leartiing. and the peace enjoyed by 
all subjects, of whatever creed, are most marked, Eioally, m 
A sukA in the end took refuge iu Buddha, sa Akbar fii the end 
recited the formula of tldm, "There is hut one God, and 
Muhammad is His Prophel-"* _ 


• WItErtar. 
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ofulfluiiister' AJibftT tiblil public fludi^DCfi erfiiy ilay, in the nftei-ttooj] iq the 
pMlc hiU gl aadembl/, known an m. nhieh was an 

open court with a mvid throne set up in it. It was 'qot| however, 
] turfomary with hitn to nit gq the tlmjne: he stood at the 
0 f It. on a plBtforqi. still preservod fq thw Ditedn-i-Amy and pn*o 
all orders iu a standing posture, while all his uilniateie nud amirt 
itood before him with folded hands. 


Acccrdiug to the testimony of European trarellcra, Akbar 
tfcToted special atteotion to the BdmiuigtmiiDn of justice. -In the 
city whore he dwelt he hea«l all causes himself. No malefiintor 
was panished withoat bis Isuowledgo." Mtitaation of hands was 
, the pumshmeat for theft and piracy; while murderers, adnltererr 
and hjgtway robbers were impaled or hanged. No sentence of 
exeenuon was carried o.,t iiutiJ Akbar bad per«nnl|y prnnouuced 
it tiu-ee tiiu^ He pyisoned his enemies by administering to 
tfiEin Vilth hifi huBda hotels, qr &i>ca]led digeaLiire pilla which 
b.J»m.a »iih Wu. i„ a bo., JJ,id.»l i„t« 

I wid ubich bo oobduBl lo refiui, .jbrad b, tbs BidJiih. • 


The 

ifelnitcL 


At eremog a private darbiir ivaa held in the ^husl kham 
cr imperial drawing-room, at which petitions from the VLceroys 
cf Province, we^ read out to Ois Wajesty, who passed orders 
on them, and ether sUte business was trammeted. 


During religions discourses, or whea hearing histories. Akbar 
on carpetSb always accempanied by twelve learned mem 

Ifi; SuJtin of India who married a 

ft? V' ■ T 

|[tbe Hejas itfetime, and so foaciuatod Ald-ud-din by her beauty 
I and telents, that she gaiued a great share of bis favour Her 
equally beautiful daughter was married to Khixr Khan the 
Emperora eldest son. and their fovea form Urn subject ofa’oefo- 

?J‘i^wnr‘ Khu«ro,tbe great poet of India 

^ .d dm fqualities, very mneh reseniblod Akbar 
Jl- Like him, be marrie d a Hindu Princesa He was the first to set 

JabKB ite t!a* Blidh 
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„i^J>a AkWr. Ue"«» 

did AtW. InAIA-ud dl.. *™- il.»l«-ot).W, 

.li,. ,.put hU telidioiu Wrt.! the N,™. ■«» Ihecue mlh A^r 

Both *er. illilei^e .od o( «c«.lric ““7:,. 

t»o Bijp..lPritK»sM>-liitt.the dtutshter otltaj. Bdubi U«l*«d 

:rJ„r I.djA BM«.Au W. ' 

Jodhper. ih. U»u»r ot •'■‘■‘"P'. iZt 

Z.nAei Thcte ..e, ht«eever, thi. duttutUoe hct.ee« Al.«d 

diu .„d Atw. llutt. while lb. ttmer peered ^ 

|.t„, g.i.i»l his hi ««» et CldliAtloe .nd J 

TfM th« further difffli*Jncc \»t«ecii tl« two, that, while Al - 
a tjraomcal despot, Akbax, on the coutmy. 
fuTbearing. clenieot and affable. Akbai waa do ^at.c, and _ 

VnTcamod away by relipo.i3 fronay. Daring to t,.no of both, 
the wealth of India toreased and led to various foma of luanry 

ftiid jmproveiut^iitfi, 

„ i.d"» or !ileh.mn»d.e ee «».»• "f hi. ">>«.». He „u«d 
Hi»du. to the higiert Sale eSee.. Hi. leed utllement. mnrf 
“lb, hi. Weed «,d -iedler. Ted« Hd, b^edee seed 

jtrfgtieel eld heet^til, A„erfieS V ‘I*' " “''S; 

«/p,«rrEe»pe«... 1« w- Phtie u. h- he^^ 

„eWlled..d defied 1. the »»f.l ^e ^ 

ee.eerla.lwee »p».teljr given, eed .1» e.l, .»«»»} 

to deacribe hotfiy how he cloned hia evcnttal life. 

The teerder of Abel Feel deeplv efflieleJ Ahhet- *J_ hi,H;wto» 

de.?L,»1...e,ledeee„»1>e..ei.pe..eeHrri™.l-^ 

„,..i«e.b.fell hi« 3i„““ Zi-'HekW. 

BeoeBesea. p DeeW. hi. ™e 

.„e. died ef d^-le 

Salem a jealonay of hia son. KhuBm, creaiea ® ^ I 

the former and the latter a moto r (to s irte r of Raja M an Si^), 
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w!in WPS afl pHected ihtit tihp swiilltiwed (Kiisnp, ant] a 
atiiig »ua niltktiMi nu Hib nlready tiisfressH niiita n/ Akbnr. The 
m “"'I end wnfiil,awing neaf. His last .lays w^re eiiv 

koceknt^ bitteretl by tlic rgbellinu uf tlii^ heir'nppnreiit, Salem, A recon- 
cjliatmn wap effected bet„eeD fetJiet anrl son, and S«!tni repnirefl 
lotbe court at Agra and niaclo siibmiajtion. The Emperor cmn* 
feiredoh him the privilege of using the crown jewels, hit j.)aeed 
him under tcrupmary reatraioL D.micstic troubles had (ilrentfy 
imdermineil the old moDareh’s healtli. and lie grew worse in Sep- 
tomber, He lost, fiig nppetffe, and was for the Inst ten 

(Ja}-H confined to hia beil Pniipg Khnnom (afterwards Shih 
Jahdn), (hen a mors boy, was cuuslautlj by tho hoilside of his 
grandfather. Finding Iiia cud approaching, Llie old motinrch in- 

“I’TbU chamber, fogclbcr with the 

lieir apparent, Salem ; and when nil had asBembleJ, he earaeafly 
looked flu them all ronod and asked them to forgive him if he 
had been guilty of any offence towards any of them. Salem now 
threw himself at his royal father^a feet and burst into a torrent 
of team. The kind-hearted Akbar, looking on him with feelingp 
of teudeniesa and affecUnn, painted to hb favourite scimitar, and 
made a sign to Salem to bind it on him In that osseinbly. Haviug 
recovered from his eihnuation, he addressed a few words of ad¬ 
monition to Salnm. He eagerly asked him to look to I he comfert 
of the Indies of the hiatm and not to foraahe his old friends luid 
dependenta He then permitted the ctiief funllnh, ivho was a 
personal friend of Salem, to be brought to him, and in hb presence 
he repeated the coufeasioD of feltli and died in all the forms of a 
good E^lusblEiidu. 

iWeatb, The event occurred in the Fort of Agra, on I3th October lfi05, 
in the flisty-third yaor uf hb age and the fifty-lirat of his reign. 

Hi* tnirial, ThtJ buriftl caremaobe of Akbar were performed in a simple 
style. He was interred in a splendid maueobuni iu Sukandri 
near Agra, buUt by himsolf.^ The body was placed upon a bier! 
Salem and hb three sous carried it out of the feruesa The yomur 
princes, asabted by tho officera of the imperial household, cftnied 
it to Sakaudrri. Seven days were speut tu inoti ruing nVer the 


' It wvi bj JuiMtu^r.—Cili*ytrr IL 










^rave. PruvMunb aud ewcictincate were distributed amongst th^ 
poor every morniDg and eveniog tbroughcut the moiimingj aud 
twenty reuJetis were Appointed Iq reiiitis tie kurdn by tie grave 
every uigbt without ceasing,* 

The chief buildings of Akbar's period in A^rra nre bis owa t^dineiLn 
motisitleum at Sakacdra, tie Agra Fort^^ fied tlae paiaces and 
iiiafisol^Am of Sieiki Salem Chiaiti ia Fattebpur Sikri. 

The period of moLirniDg of tie late Eurperor being over, Salem jiLhli^r 

cntcrcii the Fort of Agrohj ihs western gate, and was crowoed JBtfi. 
Emperor of ninJiiatao, in October Ifi05, m the thirly-eightli year 
of hi« Jige, under the poinpoiifi titie of Ndr-xid-dln Jah&ngir (Con¬ 
queror of the World). The people filled tho air with acclaimtiaiu 
of joy. Every dcmouatratioii of uiirth was made, and festivities 
aitd rejoiditigs were tlie order of the day. The royal kettle-druoi 
was beaten for forty days, and the palaea wnfl illiiroioated with 
tliouiFanda uf light b eve^ night. Largess was profuBely diairi- 
buted. EUjlla and Nawdbe, grandees and nobles, proatratiid 
theiuselvoB heloro the new Ling, and, to commemorate the event, 
an inscription waa cut upon the aaiidstoaa panel of the guard-room 
iu ,the Delhi gate of the Fort, where it b fitill to be seen, ending 
with the prayer. “ May our King Jahangir be the King of the ' 
World, 1014." The new Emperor (inferred the title of ilalidhat 
Kban on hiB(i/uJ» <or eiempt), ZainAna Beg. with a iBunaub of 
tifteea hundred and appointed him Paymaalerof the Boyal House¬ 
hold. He had beeu attached to the new Emperor while the latter 
was still Crown Priticc. Another faithful friend of hia oarly days 
nod his school compntiiun, Sbaiif, aon of Khwdja Abdul bamod, was 
created Atnir^td'Vmra, or premier oohlo, with a of 

five Iboiisand. Salem was much atttivhod to him, and when that 
Prioce rebelled against his father in Allahdbiy. be had been sent 
to him to eBect a reconcitiaiion. Sbartf acted so that he wideued 
the breach between the father and tlie eon, who made a rash 
protnise to him to give him half the kingdom on tificending the 
throne. When a recondliation was eflcded between Akl»r and 
Salem. Sharif had to fly for Hie life; but on hearing of Akbnr's 
death, be returned to -4gr» and was honnurably received by tim 
new Emperor, who created him Jmfr-Kf-P nira, and put hi m in 
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AlilU. 


L-iiarua fjf the ^eat s^af. Nir Sifs^h. thii uiurderiic uf Abul 
Ftiisl, ivag (uaile a grandee af three ttumisaiiiiH 

tIahdo]^r showed tinisatf at Clio (wipdoi^J evafy 

inoniiag to the lauLCitude nrho aimoinbfed iM^peath to oiler thefr 
obeuSHuce to the Emperor, aa in the days of Akbim Re *ittaii(fad 
the darhdr c<iiiTt nnd ihc ^husl khdiiU, At corjp tjierc were 
paradefl, f^mes, sports, aud animal fightu, at which rhe King 
attended. The nights were spent in revTliy and uiemmenE with 
boon etimpamone^a fltroiig coniraat; with the mode lu whieh 
the philosophical find good Akbar spent bla nights id talking 
with learned oiOD until early inDruiiig, 

JohjingiT^ in bis Ttidc, or aiitolnoginphy, gives the following 
ttiicmint of old Agra and the foundation of the new eitj by bia 
father, Akbar " Agra is doq of the most aadent and important 
cities of HindiistiEi, It had an old fort on the hank of the Jumna; 
but my Mher, before mj birth, having EoveUed it with the ground, 
built on ita sUa a fort of red aand^lone so magnificeot that men 
who hare travelled through the world uiaintaiu that they bavo 
seen the like of it nowhere during their travels, It took fifteen 
or sirteou years to complete. It consists of four gates and two 
Eiualler gateways^ and was constmetod at an outlay of thirtj-fivo 
lakhs ofrepeea, equal to one hiindied and fifleen thousand ttiiTuinai 
of Iran and one ciora fire laths of tAaww of Tnian. The eity 
population eiteoda along either bant of the Jumna. The part to 
the west, which is very densely populated, is seven kos in circuity 
two few long, and one iotf broad; that to the east, two and a half km 
in circuit, one km long, and half a km broad. The buildings are 
so Bumeroua, that several cities of the size of there in Irai^, 
Khorasan^ and JUahword Nohr could be rnado of them. Moot 
people have built thoir bouses to the height of three and four 
etoreya, and the city is io overcrowded wkb population that oun 
conaot pass thrcuigh a lone or street without trouble.^ 

jahiagii^i The Empcfor writes os follows of its history previous to the 
linie ot the Afgh^ Lodi kinga:—Before the time of the Afgliin 
Lodis^ Agra was a large city and had a fort Mosiid Sid Salniiuf 
in a poom compuMd by bim in praise of Mahmfid, son of Ibrahim, 
son of Ua^ud^ sod of Jd ahiufid Ghkoavi^ on the oectyiioa of the 
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The Emperor Jahangir. 
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cAphire of I he of Agi tiht ikat Plil^c^0, wtitoii oa folloTTfl oJ 
ando£it Iliudii fort:— 

jLfc^ ^ I* ijLJ jjjH? Jjf J1 ij-ff 

fruHi iLfAfp HJkhlil d uitt^indDd. dntiilii, 

Tllfl citiqjJtrl luqU^L’-Lt fqrlL^ B«fejra atld J^nanil, 

Lika muLinlJEia orerip^rjiLl wllli HfwdDwv 
IVhose tTHaery iha uditing ma pnnroiH licEtn-HiL'^ 

Of ihe ffuits and foreign as irell as ladfgenoufl, grjiivii Frait tpec*. 

at Agra, Jalkiftgfr wntes :—**ln Agra and }i& ouTirpafi. the iMSt 
kinds of melaiiB, nioagtoes and other fiuils ruu be had. Of all tha 
iLdiganons fnnts, I hare tniicli likiijgforthe preserve or confection 
of nmogo. Durirkg the lime of His i\rojestj Arsli Asliidut* 

(Akbar), most of the fniita cf TiYcf^o^ (Evabuh Herdt, isc.), which 
worn not forthcoming in Indlui were imported, and varionfl khida 
of gmpefl, fluch as sdhibi (isthite), ftohpftv (black) ^ and I'hhnwhi 
(browii)j were grown in vaTioua towns. In tho bd^[? gf Ljihom, 
for instancOj every kind of gffipe can bo had in any qnantity ia 
the giapo senspn. Among othoT (TultB, there is one deserving of 
special man tbn^ It in called (pide-applej, and it baa been 

imported from the purtfl of Frang (Frank, or iinrope). Itpos^sses 
a sweet flavour and delicious tastOj and is produced in thoufianda 
each jw ta the QnkJabAu gaiden of Agnn 


Of odoriferous flowers^ it may be said that the flowers of Oiucl FtowHa. 
are snperior la ftagrance to those of any coudtjy ia the world. 

Tiiere are many flowers here of which no name or even trace exbita 
anywhere else. First in order may be mentioned the cAampa.f 
It ia a flower fhll of aweet odoorj and is exquisitely pleasaaL lu 
fehape it resemblea the saffiron flower, but la colour it is yellow* 
whit£. The plant is \tkTg% hfluddoaie* laden with leaves, hill of 
branches and shady. In the eeasoii of dnH'eia, one tree k sufficleut 
to fill tho whole garden with sweet fragranoe. 


Nest h the flower of ieicTio^ iu shape a amail plant, the 
scent of wbieh is so strong and effeotiva that it is by uo meaua 
inferior to that of musk 


* Titles wcrttivon to the Ch^uftliAfetol Km|Wirt ifttr That, Tim ur 

AkUr.^nA Atkmi; /anml »ud Shah J&liiiD, firt/™ dihmni 

Ala ^ , > .. r 

t MiditiM + FajgcFriSMft'^ 
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CApl^iu 
HAwktllV Id 
Asnu J6Ua. 


JiUkAddir'd 
fUily life. 


Tlift 


Tl;en ccitiea rai ti-i, ♦ whieli of n Biiowy colour tiudgiTos mit 
frngrmice Itke that of llie Jpatniac. Tli e lea ires grow in ficveml 
lajors, one over tho n(Iier, 

Atmther is (rlie nioirf^ri f flower, tlic plant of whicli is also uf 
ajfreeaijle siw, sj in metrical aiiJ sluidy. It ttSHcsseii a rcry mild 
odopT, 

a species of idtWTfl, Trilh this diffcrBrce, that (Kc 
Utter has therna in Si, while the former b witligpt thorns. It is 
of a yellowish coloqr, while httura is of n white colour. From 
the Eowers ahovt^mentioned and the Jasmine (the white Jasmine 
of Vits^nt} they extract perfumed oils," 

In J603 Captain Hawkins waited on the Emperor Jahdngir 
with It letter from James the First, King of England, Mokarrob 
Khin, Ticeroy of Oigrit, met him at Surat, and he was eondneted 
to Agra in safety, The Emperor took a great fancy to Hawk in e, 
who settled at Agra to promote the intetiat of the English 
Company, Jahiugfr spent the earlier renm of hU reign in Agra. 
According to Father Catroi, all Franks (or Euro peons) had free 
access to the palace during the reign of Jabaogfr, The Emperor 
drank with them all night, even in the month of the MnsalniAa 

According to Hawkins, who was ip Agra in 1608*11, Jahiogir 
was a atodt man of forty-fiva Coryat, who was in Agia about 
1615, sjija he was fifty-three, Hawkins has furnished an interest- 
ing ae^Qiiut: of Jahin^Vis dully life* 

In the momirig dayWenk, ivitii hia turDed to^rarda 
Mecca, he repeated the dificrent utunca of God on a string of 
be^a of pearls, dJamenda, rubiefij emeralds, ilgntim aloes and coral. 
He then appeared at the jfunio^ (window) to receive the saln- 
tatioda of^ the multitude who resorted to the pldns opporite eroiy 
morning. Tina done, he wont to sleep for two hours mont He 
then took his meals with tho Udins of the seraglio. At noon he 
again showed himanlf to the people at the baiceny of the palace 
iharoka (windowand sat there until three o'clock to witnesg 
psBlime* by men and beast, «At three o’clock the nobies in 


■ ZixmAac^ f ,RaTrffnFi, 


: Cilia* mw. ffe*. 
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AgTiij whom do^ainet^ti tsc^t, resort to tlio courts i:uit] th& 

Kiug collies forth [a op^u Aittiii^ iu hu seat ruj^al, PnifUcft^JJ- 

cveiy man staudiui^ In hh degree before tiirri: the chief williEn 
a red mil, the rest i‘^ithooL The red rail ta tbrc^ st^pa Ligher 
thjiii rhc plnce where the rest sinoiL Men ore pUized by officers; 

Lhere are others to* keep men iu prder^ In the midstj right be-^ 
fore the Kiiigi atandoth nn t>6Fieer with bk miistor liaiiginru)j 
nccampanted by fcriy oitere of the aama professtoD, with badges 
on their alioutders, and othera with whips. Hare the King henretb 
cniises aotne boiirE e^ery day i be then departs to hia bouse of 
pmyeF.“ At evening the Emperor was in the ArAdaa, or 
private rooin^ where iidnistem and selected officers ^nd amit'A 
waited oti Uia and State busioeEa was tmoaacted- The 

State writers were lu couatant ntteJidatice until the Eiog slept, 
iLod they wrote all thut the King di(L A rope with ringing belk, chtJimJjui^ 
plnteil with gnld* wad fui^tcncd to two pillsJfl la the King’s chaiii- 
her, with ud end hanging over the ground opposite the palsca. 

Any poor man who demanded jiiaticCj Bhook the rope^and the 
King hearing the belU ring oalled him fiirthiivithj heard him 
aiiid did justice to hk cause. 

Hawkins drank with Jahdngir in the qkud AAdflot. Ha had 

- „ [3eHiiag9 fif 

hkeuemy, Mokorrab KhduiSUTniUDuea to Agra oa a chaige ot ex- M|>kajrmb 
tarring [uoney and seiring a Hindu girl under the pretence of 
sondiTig her ta the King. Ail his property was ■confiscated p but 
Mokarrab heavily bribed tho officitds and was restored to favour. 

He revenged bimaelf ou Hawidos* Jahdngir was led to believe 
that, if tha English once got a fooLing in India, they would soon 
becomo mastera of the country. Jahdngir was AhiTiDeil j 
forbade them from trading in Iiidt'i. llawkiniSp with bis At* ifiti, 
KiieniaTi wife, wboiii he had married in Agra^ left ihat cily for 
England in 1611.. 

Jahaiigrr not at A-m ^h«n Sir Thoinoa IV« liioded at Th|«r^, 
Sornt, io 1615, us Litre! ATu(>flas.w!ar froiD Kio" J(«nes I. Joymey- R™, JOma 

iitfr from BurhaiiHiir, he viaitea ili-Jilu, and thtn Ciiittar, tte 
antneot capital of Kdjpniiiio, and Tvaited ofl thy Lmpeior at 
Ajmere. which His Mojsstjhad tnade his head qnarleia about 
lime. Hoc nerci visited Apm or Delhi, but he ha=i left a graphic 
and faithful accouut of Jabringir s cuurL The tpre^cuU rnnu tlio 
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KdriJalbiiL 


Xtt 


Tte 

i/ii^i-jiSiiii 


Ndr MiiJij^ri 
HlHIllmCUjtll. 


K.la^ Df Engluiid iroimUteil of virgianis^ knivQH, an eoibToiJcrcsl 
seciif, iL riuli sword, aud an Eaiglbh coai!h. Tbo ambEi^sadoT lindji. 
rpiueielap in his truin, Riid he was ordered to play on the vlrgioalq, 
Jidiiiigfr gave tlio coach to Sfir Malial, hia betoiretl queen. The 
LoglUh tioitjg waa takoa off aad the co&ch covered with geid 
V4;lvet ai]d defioratiooi Jahiugir ivskcd lloe if the Englkh would 
give hita jewel3j to which the aiaba 3 .Rudor replied that jewel* 
eaaie trap India where Jabdogir WM King j how th&a could the 
Loglbli bring back h\s owu jewela ? Hoe iftCcapipOinied JaliALigh 
to SHuiln nod Qiijrat, and left him in the end of 161b. 

Nur Mahara iufitienee over Jahiti^gir waa unliiDited^ For 
twenty yeura ahe robdthe King and thokingdotm Xoiniportokit 
nfBcc in tha Statn was Gllad wilhont her con^ent^ tior any 
treaty with a foreign State coDcludcc] without her apiirovaL 
Money was coined ip her name, with the ioECnption. “ Gold 
gained a new value ajnee it bora the noma of Mahal/^ Her 
father became the mitir, and her brother, Asaf Khdaj, ivas raised 
to the first tank of the nobility. 

The &erag(io of Jahdngir caaslated of sis thousand womeu« 
including feniole alavea, utteadanta, wotueu soldiGr^ nnd gtiard^. 
There were Cbiuesct CircassiaiiB. Georg iani^ Turk*!, Peraiontt 
^byesinmns and Hindna In JabdogirV paloL-o, in the Agra fort, 
are La thia day to be seen mimeroEia hibyrinth of cOnrUp of apart- 
mentg and of passagea, in which these female servuutBand guards 
ivere posted to watch the atately Huitjes of chambein,, moat 
rsgiiiiHeljr cary«i and |iainfed^ that wore once the lovely homo 
nl iiotne lady of rank or the wife of some chief 

The pfliL of the pidaoe where ilabal spent the grtuilor 
portion of her life stillysTandd in the fort of Agra, Jt ig known 
05 the Jasialao Bower {Samnifm limj). It has lately been re¬ 
paired, under the orders of Lord Mnyn, late Vicemy of Indio. 
It Blill beorfl the sLamp of iJur Mahal g artUtb instincts, nkill, 
and rcfioed judgmeiit. Her private rooms and bakony may 
nl=«rD he ou the high castle walk It woa m these moms 
that Niir Mahal pagaod the gloomy day^ of her widowhood, aflor 
tl>o murder of her brave husband, Shcr Afguo, and baforc her 
luarriago with JahAngir^ who h!id nngkeUad her fur lour years 
and even tcfu&ed to oes her. Htrre shu lived qnitt: fergnUcu by 
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li(?r Tiijal Iturer, mlju bad tinoe pai*siaiiute]y luved liyf; Imt slii: 
waa kiudly rwcelvwl by bcr furmcr the good-hearted 

old lady, Mariam Zaiiiaui ^PriuceMuf Judhpur), mother of JahAu. 
gtr. ^ dr Alah&l had udoritcd these ebutubera with extraordiiuvry 
[^piuiidour and mogniJicuuce. All the deuigiia were her own, .tnd 
tho worknmuHhip waa by the hajids of her own feuiule alovca, 
under her punuitial (hrectii^u, All the ladies of the hurem cou- 
suited her iu oiatteTe of jewellery and the paiutiug of silk, am) 
she iotrodiioed quite norol style# atid fhshioui into tlie court. 

'Pbe seragliu re£uutided with lier charuns and lalenls. It woa 
ill these^npartiueiiU that. Jubdugfr hupiietiirg to see her ono 
luoriiiug io her plaiu dress of white mustiu, hla passioa fur 
her was renewed. Instantly he threw round her neck a neeklato 
of forty pearls which he wore, each pearl beitig valued at £4,000, 

Bud Nilr Mahal was reiuured to the iuipcriol qiiurtare and becatue 
hb favourite queea. 

Jahdugir reigned in peace, hut that peare was disturbed in 
Agia by tho rebellion of his sou, Shih Jahan, in 1023. The 
Prince marched from Miliitlii with his army towards „qJ 

Jahiogir sent Asaf Kliio to Agm to remove the imperial treasures 
before Shdh Juhiin should arrive there. Shih Juhaii occupied ifia 

the city of Agra and sacked it. but he was ujjsuccesful in captur¬ 
ing the fort, which cfoutained tho imperial treasuTL'a. Aoci>rdtng 
u> the particulars fomiahed by Della Valle, a noblo Italian ^ta 
Koine,* who bus written them on the authority of letters received 
hv him at Surat fronr Agra, Shdh JahAu and his soldiers com* 
iiiitted fearful barbarities at Agra on this eccasiom The idtizens 
of Agra wore subjected to torture to cotiipel thoin to give up 
their Loorded treasures, and many ladies of quality woro 
outraged and uj8tigled."|" 


flAU the Eumpeau tovedlers who visited Agm during the lime a«™;|^vIps 
of Jubftugir have written of its wealth and spleudcur in glowing J^baneir. 
ternia (^Ibaiike, writing nbcut it bn Sir ^Thomas Sniith, iu 
the begiuuidg of the aeveuLeauth ceutuiy, speaks of it os “a 
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pnptiloiin eifcy tMiUrely Liiilt of stoM, with a great Je^^l 
tTATdkn. of mercliandbe, Lbti wkuk city being even more impctiiug thiiu 
London of thut age*" Finclii uoticLiig the ^plentWr of tta gmu- 
dvea nnd nobles, rL-iimrks that they nnvef uLlowed llin gariuenta 
of Uieir concubines once worn to bo put on ngnin, but that lliey 
were borbd io the ground ns uuOt for further use, Thoru were 
unuiy iiobies in Agra so rich ttnd encb had a ihonnand AlmhnhUU 
or torch-bearers in bis service. Edward Terry and Tiiuiua* Cory at 
each describe Agra as a inagidficeiit city, ivorthy of ihe capital 
of the great ^logha). 


Edward Terry, who nccompaniotl the missirin of Sir Thoiitas 
Roe, 03 Chaplain, men I ions Agm os one of thillj-iBoveii Inr^a Pro- 
Tinces under the Mughal, which the traveller has described in 
Clivpter II of hb work. He writes of Agra thusAgta, 
n principal and very rich provincop the chief dty so-caHed, this 
great EiupcTor^s uieiropotb in north latitude nboiit iti degrees and 
a balL It is Very well watered by the river Jumna- This and 
Lahore are tito principal and choico cities of thb Empire, betwia^t 
which Ls that long walk (which I have mentioned before) of four 
hundred mileu in length, shaded hy great trees oti both sides. 
This b looked upon by the tTaveUer^, who have found the comfort 
of that coot shade, as one of the rarest and most beneficial works 
ill the whole world/^ * 


IlHih-eif 


Thomas Herbert, who %^mtod Agra during the reign of 
Jahangir, describes it as semiluoafy in shape, ]iko London, with 
streets long and narrow, Akbar is mentioned os having comtiietic* 
ed the building of the fort, after hia victorious return froui 
Ahamad&bAd, in place of the old castle, which wais pulled dowiu 
He describes Agra as a populoua and flouriahing city^ 

On his return from Gnjrat, JaliAngir vku^ LT]jajOp and 
thence he came to Agra, where he beenme recoilcilod to hia 
eldest aon, Khusre, through the iijt«irveii(iMn of Poxwos, bis 
second soPi After so mo w-andcnngii he proceeded to Laboro, and 
thonoe went to Kashmir, in the hot monitlts of 1&2T. He wm 
compelled hy asthma to rettim, hnt death nvertonk him on the 
way at R^jouri, on I2th October, 1027. His remains wcrebroEight 
to Ijahore^ and, according to his will, interred ia the garden of Xur 
lUabalj on the hanks of iha RavL 
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Tbcie wore abnui sixly Chrifttiwih iu hgm doriii^ ibe rtliru of ^ 

Jaliitigir. Acconliiip to Roc, the Eini'crof knew a tiUlo HjilUn, 
for ho hall been lic&rd cnlUof; out to Khumiin (ShibjahwO in t'l”®- 
full ikrbor. “Mio %Uo, mio fifflio”! when there was boihb mis- 
ijirtleriitBpduig between the Prince and the Christians. At tiiR 
Prutciitant cemetery of Agra there are atiH a doieL tombs of 
Europoaus ivho must have risited India about this time. 

The principal buildings of Jahaiigir'J period arc a portion 
the roattsolcmn at SakandrA. liio JaiiAngiri Mahal id the 
putaeo, tho maudolcum of ltiiiad*od"daijlaf nil showing sjg>is i 
Hindu influence, the Bath of All \crJi KKdn, iu the Chipitola 
quartwofthe city, the mosque of Jlotuuiid KJiAn, iathe Kashtnm 
Basar.aod the tower and garden known after the name of Boland 
Khan, the chief ennuch of Jalidugir’n palace. 

The power of N«r Jahdo raniahed with the last breath of^nifl 
Johdogir. The court was at this time dirided into two factiohs, ji’ti'ss. lii 
Kur JaliAu favoured the sticccsmonof her own sondo-law, Shfdiar- 
yar, the fourth soa of the Into Emperor. Her brother, Asaf 
Khdo, wished for the succession of his sondn-law, Bhdh 

KhusTo, the eldest aim of Jahdegtr, having rebelled agmost hia 

fother, waa blinded, as a punishment; bat Jahingir, oat of affec¬ 
tion for hia aon. always kept liini nenr his pereon. Shih Jabdn, 
who had deep designs of hlv own regarding the Empire, pemoaded 
Jahangir to allow the blind Prince to flKwnpany him to the 
Deccan, on the plea that it was distresring to keep n son who had 
been deprived of sight before bis eye*. As swn as the poor Pnnee 
was in bis power, Slidh JabAn found meanB to remme him by 
accretlj |iK>ciiring liis dx»ath. 

On the news of JohAugfr'a death being report^ at courh 
Khfln took immediate steps to enthrone at Delhi Princo DAwar 
Bakfih, otherwise known as Bolaki, the eldest bod of Khusro and the 
IcgUitnate heir to the throne, who was fitill a youth. Thii woa. 
however, done as a matter of policy to appease the umdros and 
nobles, who hod been sorely afflicted by the murder of the 
unhappy Khusro, and wished to see the eldest son of the deccaswil. 
as the rightful heir, on the throne ; and also to give time to ShAti 
JnhAn, who was then iu the Deccmi. Monnwhifo Shabaryar ba-1 
assumed the rognliu of the empire at Lahore. Apaf KhAn carried 
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boltikl iu Iriiinijkli rn Ltshfre, T.hcre ShaliArjar was tnk^n 
piiPflitnr n^d depri'i^d of hi* sighL Tlje joutbful kiug ttaji tliErii 
brougM to Agra, %vhE)'o lifi asisiitucd royal fjqctionst with A«if 
Khdnas tt'iriV, Asaf f^lmu was now all^poworful hoth ip the 
nnny aitd ip the empire. He Lad by this time siteceeded ip fur' 
thf’iiitg tlir ioteresfs of Shdh JaLdii by j^uloiDg over a groat 
number of officers oud nobiUiy to Lis gide. Ip order, hoiverer, better 
to C(»pceid Lis game aod to lull tbe suiipiclop of the young Kitig, 
uhowns wanting in experience^ if not in iotelltgence, it wm given 
opt at Agm tliivt Sbdh JahAo was dougcronsly ill ; next, that he 
A itnitBKcni. was denU. 1 he young Ead&liiUt was, areunlipg to n desire expressed 
by Shdh Jaliilnj Eolicitcd to allow his faiirin) ip the precipota 
of Akbar's toiub at Saknodri Overjoyed at the iiitelligepce 
of the deatJ) of bis tivaJ, Eoldki gave his eaiiction to the 
proposal. Ap coipiy bier, followed by a funend eorteffa, proceeded 
IP fukipD grief from Agra to Akbar's mnusoleum. The living 
dead 'Sbdh Jalidn) bimseir folLwetl it in disguise] Asaf Klutn 
impressed on the young king that iLe rules of etiqnette reqninKi 
that His Slnjesty should cotno out of Agra to do hononr to the 
body of the deceased Prince, who was no other tbiip the brother 
of his OWQ father, when it should come within a leagne or two of 
Iho city ■ and, Mowing this nilvice, be came out to meet the 
body, with a email escoirt Squadrons of Rdjpnts followed the bier, 
and Rlidli Jahtfu, imving gradually npproncLed it, secretly got 
into it, an aperture Bxifficientto enable Lius to breathe having been 
left in it The bier was then carried into a teat, where all tho 
principal chiefs, who were acting In concert with Asnf Khdo, 
assembled u if to do hauour to the dead Prince. ll was, sava 
Tavernier, at this juncture that Asaf KhAnsaw “ timt the time bad 
ctsiue for I he execution of Lis design , he had the bior opened 
belbrc the eyes of all the army, &bdh JuLdn was saluted as king 
by all the generals and other ofEccrsi" The young king, who was 
still nil the way, Gniling Lhnsclf deserted by tilmast all the {(niirs, 
withdrew and fled to Lahore. 

Jalmo Immediately the trumpets sounded | aod Shdli JaM» wn* oro. 
nlaiiiieo bniperor amidst the accbiuaUuua of au eathusiastio mul- 
(ilude. He entered the fort of Agra in great state, and the same 
moment l>egau bis miapkioua rcigTi, Thomas Herbert has t hus 
uriticed llm event iu bis aViiiefs\?iih great pomp he 
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made Ijis iiitnido iuLo aud Tor lb with gaya crdera for hk 
etiroiiaiiuii, which accordiiigly, by a gaueiTil assembly of ibe 
uinhi^ find noblos of hia om pi re, waa performed, Tlieu by m 

prodaiuatloo ho aaaiimcd the niiiiie of SultiJa Slmbab-uJ-iliii 
!ilu ha milled/" 

Bhdh Juhjlii| on a^ciidiiig the tlifono^ avengoJ himself on the PfTtweution 
l^|^h^g^lpse, w'ho hnd refiT^ed to render him assiiitoDee when lie Panuffow. 
was in rebelliDii agtLliaat bk fatberf aud who bad joined the nrmj 
nf Farwea and fgngbt agaiust biim Fire or six bnt-dred of ibem 
we ro da ken priisQuers and sent to Agrn. Some were compelled to 
embraee U uhainiuridanisfD ; others suffered death. 

Klidn Jtihdn Lodi* who had been placed in the etdef com-Ftkht of 

I. tvlihA -1 .^^ 

lOnnd in the Dceean by the Emperor JahAnglr^ asserted hkfmn^i<ra, 
in dependence in TTo returoei] to obedience after ShAli 

Jahdii'e aecesalon to the throne* and was invited to tlie ccuiit, 
where ho w as treated with the utmost consideration* Hk dktmsL 
however* tiaihiug been eicite<l by some circnmstaiieo,be assembled 
all bia troaps one night soon after dart, nuiJ, placing his wonieii 
in the ceutre on elephants* suddenly qnjtted Agra^ accomjiauiod 
by twelve of hk sons, with hk kettle-drums heating and c^icorteit 
by §^,000 of Ilk vet emu AfgbdLLLs, He proceeded to the Ooccan* 
whither the Emperor marched in peraon. After many conflicte, 

Klidn Jahaii was eompelled ta Ry from the Deeean* but was cut; 

oil ill Bnndelkhand by a Rajput* wba struck bim ibrough with a 

pike* 1G3€ a.d. It was in this cspedition that the Emperor lost ne*iK af 

hk bwdurite wife Aijiimand Bano, a niece of Niijaliin, who died 

in Bnrlianpur at the end of 1G20. The vtjir in the Deccan 

eon tinned, and the Emperor retiirned to Agra In H>3^, leaving 

Uab^bat Khan In supreme command In tho Deccan. Great Hinih.taLAn ■ 

iniprovements went on in the palace for some time* oud ShAli 

Jahrin now conimeaccd the construction of the niaLisoieiim of hk 

deceased wife on the bank of the Juiimri, wbkli wns to become the 

wonder of the Eastera World. In 11 j 3^ Sltfili Johiiu founded new 

Dellib to which he gave the nanie Sbaibjahtlnabfidp and the capital 

was removed there* 

111 liJoT the Eiiipcror was seized wltk a dangerous illuesif^andj TheEui^i^Ttpr i 
as a temporary nieasnre, Dopa Shckohi hh eldenE eoai Wiis entrusted 
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witli tlii? ailn^lriistriiLii^ii of ih *2 Qiweinmonti. Hum Sb^koh 
was ulu|jli“FpirilwiipgimorouB priiice, wlia&e rt*lj®iouB views wett as 
broad and liberal n=? those of ALbor. Aimogiseb, been 

inrotiueLi of Ilia falber'^fl illnc^ ilirotigU bb Roushan Am, 

marchc-d from the Deecnu^^ aflev ^ojidudinj^ a bast jMreaty wbh 
ibo King Adfl Shdh of Bijnpur^ and left Snlldu bb 

BCcond sou, iti ebarge of nffuira iis tho TJeiM'an* Tlio Eenperor's 
two 5 on?i Ehtijn, Viceroy of lien gal, and Munvd, Vi corny of Giijirtlt, 
aa^cHed their indepondeisoe ia ilieir lumped ire provinces ami 
xiitircbed their aimies to the enpilfth Atiraugzeh tnarebed to 
join llnnnt Ham marcbed from Anra to oppose hb brnlheifi, 
and the two amiei having mot at Samagarh,. one niai'di fifun 
Agni, in the beginning of June 14158, thiia waa totally dcfi^atofl 
and fled to Delhi. 

Three doya after thebattlej Aumogaeb inarebcd to Agra, and 
eocamplng before the walla^ at once took po&scaalon of the city* 
lie mterfered in no way with the interior of the palacoi hin object 
being to find a farourable opportmuty for ficiring ite pcnion of 
Ihc old Emperor, Meanwhile a report was assiduoiuly spread 
by him that Slidh Jahdu was dead, and he j rcteTided to believe 
it in order to have an exctise for entering riio citadel 
Jahdn^ on tire other handj epmed no ptdns to moke it known that 
tie was alive. Exasperated at the eoiiduct of his son, the old 
King sent lor FdzU Khiiiip the grand dmmbcrlain, and asked hliii 
to nfisuro Aiiraagaeb that his fatlicrr was alivc^and that he litid 
iiD longer any pretenco for prolonging his stay nt (be capitnh but 
shciiild retire forthwith to his kingdom of llie Dcccon, in winch 
rase all llmt had happened would he forgolten, Anraugaeb, who 
Jmd his own deaigii-4 to serve, affected to dij^beUevo llie Etatomeni 
of FAril Xluiu^ and replied Hint bo wa^ qulio convinced that he 
Imd liccomc fatherless, and that it wna upon that ground lhat 
he had fought far the throne, thinkiiig that he had asi goed a right 
to it as any of bis brolherp. Ift oigcd he, the King was alive, 
well and gomlj be was liia dnliful aoiij ever ready to obey [iis 
commands as nn hntnblo snppliaoL flat in order tfmt be might 
be convificcEl that be waa alive, he desired to ree him and to khis 
lift foet, after which be would retraci* hm stepa to bb kingdoin 
of the Dcccao. and Implicitly carry out the royal cotninamK 
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Tliu' rcplj hiiiViug baati conveyed, by Fiizil liiiila to tLc King, 
UU Majesty nl onee expresaed liis opproval of his prapn^dinter¬ 
view ; but Anmng/eb, more nsLnto tmd ennning than his fnther, 
assured Fazil Ivlulu that lia would net venture into the citadel 


nutil the gantson located iu it waa entUely ivitlidnivi'P. Shah 

Julidu, seniug the reasonablencsi of the detnund, ordered the gam- 

eon to withditiw. The ganjson accordhigly vacated the h ort. n,aiioii of 

SouBhan Ara Begem sent a message from the knvem to Aurangzeb, 

wartibg biui of the presence ot armed Tartar woineo, who would 

fecisc and murder him if he entered the Fort wilkont a strong 

guariL Aurangznb met device by device. Ha postponed his 

visit 10 Lis father from day to dny. on various prett-ncea. pleading 

lit one time that he awaited an auBpicious hour fer an interview, 


and at another that Ua had important State business to transact. 
Jlconliine, Aitrangzeb wen over am(rs and grandeea to hb tid^ 
His eldest son, SuUiiti Malimuth acti^ig ^1* 

father, flulijccted tbo palace to a blockade. Shall Jnhtln saw this 
from the towers of hU palace. He planted cannon oti Um ramparta. 
but these had Utlla effect on the bosicgcra. AurnTigzob now tried 
another artifice. Ho sent his confidcnlial cuuuch to Shdh Jaluln 
with n message that the troops had nlteckcd ihe citadel without 
his oitkrs, nud n request In be allowed to send bb son, Mnbmiid, 
to lender his eubmifslciu tmd beg foi-givenesa, adding that he would 
himselrpay hia respcels to bis parent as soon as bis bcaltb showed 


some signs of ini proven) cut. 

Shdli .Tolian oonSEnted to receivebii graudsou. MalimiJ gained 
over tbo soldiers of tba gsianl, nud, enteriu" tlio foitrees, nmdo 
liimself mnater of the palace without dllKciilty. Slaughtering every* 
one who camo iu hi* wnp'—soldiers, tlavcs, etinuclis, women, o 
forced ids way into the interior of the palace with a slrong contin¬ 
gent of troops. Jic entered the royal diamber of Shdh Jabdu. 
Tbc Tartar women, who suiToundcd the old king, rciiiaiiicd motion¬ 
less, Uba Btaliios. Mobmud then perBonally nuuouuccdAo Sbdli 
JaliHD ' Yonir groat ago, my lord, boa rendered you mcapnblG 
of reigning, Betirc with your wives into tbo pa!uce gardens; 
pasii tbc remainder of your days in tramiuillity. We do not 
grudge you tbc rigUL of the day, but you dishonour the tbronc! you 
likuisi resign it to jQur diildrcTi." * __^ 
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Al this dcimisd thcTarinr feninle-gtiards rouseij n great iitiDut; 
but Mahmsltl ^ equal to th^m. flad Sliilh Juh4n, yiulJin^ to dr- 
cnnistonces, retired to the iLUfirpovtiiom with hk wives and beeatiio 
a prisoner, lavitiiig Mnhmtd to a uecQinl visit. Sluih JaJuiu 
offered him the crown and the jKissesston of Agra, provided he 
cast off his adliereLcQ to bis fuUiep, who, having dethroned his 
ewn faiher, was not likely to spare the son. MahintW rt..r a 
time eonsidered tbo matter, hut reekted the tempUiioa and 
secured ihe palace keys &om tho Emperor. Hencdbrlh Aumng* 
wb bccatjio uifister of Agra and tho citadel. The iwmre of Agni 
ivas uot disturbed on the clmnge of sovereigna. Shnynsta Kbau 
Was appointed Lew Gorenior of the place. 


cundilHibr* Shdii Jatiiin, inceLsed at the conduct of bis son, made some 
efforts to ^effect his cBcape, ami slow somn of the griania who 
opposed him. This iadneed Aiiraogzeb to subject him to a closer 
I coiifiucmcnt. The gates and entrauces were wuHed up and the 
cx-kings chamber ttna placed under strict guard. -It is most 
surprising," writes tho traveller, Tavernier, "that not cue of ihe 

sonants of the gmnJ King offered to a&ist him; that allhis 
subjects abandoned him, and that they lumed ihcir eyes to the 
rising sna, ritef)gni5iBg no one as king but Aurangseb—Shah Jahan, 
alllmugh still living, having passed from Iheir metnarics. Jl 
porcliaiice there were any who fdt touched by his misfortiines, 
fear made them silent, and made them basely abandon a king 
who Imd gov'erned them like a father and with a mildness which 
IS not common with sovercigmr. For although hu was Severn 
euongh to the nobles when they failed to perform their diiUes. 
he arranged all things for the comfort of the people, by whom 
he was much beloved, but who gave no signs of it at this crisk'’ 


Tre^iony ut The traveller, Bernier, who was at llic time (lliSa A D.) iu 
Agra, expresses the samo stirprisc. He writes:—"! eoa indeed 
scarcely express my iLdignatbii wben 1 reflect that Ihpro 
was not, a single aioveraent, nor even a voice beard in behalf 
of the aged and injured monarch; ahhoogh tho Omcraa who 
bowed the knee to his oppressois were indebted to him for Ihoir 
rank and riibes. having been, accordiug to the custom of the 
court, rawed by Shilli Johan from a stale of the lowest iudigenco 
and many of them even redeemed from absolute akvery." ^ 
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Sliilh Joliilu, before Iiia dvatli, cspressed n to sec new 
Pelhi, wliich liiiJ not vet reaohod coin|jletioii. 
fearing lest the sippeamuce of the ngei king ou an elephant 
might call so esGtleiu’^pt among the people fliid raise a partj in 
his ftivour, coiiscntc!! to the propsal, pruviiied tho moDarch made 
Ilia joiirnej to Delhi by boat and returued in the same way to 
Agm. Shiih JnhAii, prcui?ing the severity of liis son, a ban doped 
alt idea of n journey lo his uoiv city, btit was greatly rnortided at 
the iuEault iu flic Led on liitn. 

WUli tlie cscoption of iha rigour of IiU confiyeincut, AniaugSiib 
treated Shah Jalian with respect in liis prison. Uo even irL'iited 
with ladifferoace the alights lie dcUherntely showed his sou at 
timea. Tims, hoiuc days previous to his itsceudiag the throne, 
Aurangzeb sent word to Shah Jufiau to have the goorlucaa to send 
him the crown jowela, that I10 might wear them on the ceretnony of 
his acccssiou. The old king was exasperated at Ihia messsBe mid 
rcpatcdly called Dr a postle and mortar and threatened to grimt 
up all his precious stones and parla. so that Ids son might never 
piwscaa them. Aiirangxch acted with forbeamnee, and softened 
the rigour of hia fulher's captivity, hy sending him prosants 
from Delhi. According lo Bcmior, Shah Jahdn Hijbee(|ueijtly 
rolontcd, and. of his own accord, sent to Anratigwb some of tba 
jewels which, ho had before told him, hammera were ready to 
reduce to powdi-r. 

The old King mtdnlflincd his high tone throughout his im* 
priscuiucnt until death overtook liiuh Once ihc Governor of 
Agra iesuited the imperial captive ; Shah Jahiin, in return, struck 
the Governor in tho fuco with a pair of slippers. The Governor 
urdereJ the giumh to arrest the King; but not a man dared to lay 
his hands on a sovereign who bad been respected like a deity* 


Shdh Jahfie continued to live in regal state ia Agra for seven 
years, and died in the Fort of Agra, Derember 1006. 

Mnlld liubamtiiad Ktizim, author of tho 4/uni^fr ATanui, 
baa given paiticnlars relaliDg lo iho death of Shiih Johan. They 
arc inte resting, oa funiisliing infonantion regardiiig sceaca with 


AORA: IJifjTCimCAL, 


3i* 


Hm LJ1eIB!£^ 


Hia lut 
tnoment^. 


wliitili Uic ciUiJcl Df -4gni is ii530cbtcJ. llicMWing ore ci- 
tnicla from tliig ivuj k :— 

In ccniscf^iicuec of protrActed iiiocfs, the Einperor bccanm 
very weak. His br-dily strerj^fth fuilctl, iUid on this accoiiiil ho 
was nttackud with variuiis coriijtlaijilitj so that the treatment of 
cine proved direvth injurious to the other. The hwt plijm'iana 
thgtight Ilia CSBO Lad Lresaiuo vcir eorajilkalcd. Ek Lauds and 
loct tn>tublcij through estrctaa ivcaltueas, and luedknncs were 
of no avail. At IcngtL. in tin onriy iiour of the night of Mnndav 
the 2atU of Uigab (1066 l.D.}, his caan imving become iimte ’ 
less, the ijgus of death became viidlilu, Ois AJajeafy kept his 
courage at this lime of trLil, mnl slnisgJed bmvely with iLe lost 
ouemy, Ue tnrued Us mlud to God, nuJ. U au nudiWc voice, 
offered thanks to ihq AliuigLby Ur the tlmtisaud gifts Ho Lad 
cimfyrrcd oq Lini, VVith nil ilucerity and hntuiij'fy hq iLcii pmved 
lorgivcness for ihc sjus ho Lad committed m tLq world ; tlmu’ in 
fiiil pa,^«xon of his coaseiousuess. he repeated Hie cgnUs^ioii of 

; 7? x'” nfrcclionatodmigLter, the 

Sltthka Jahmi Begum (Jahau AraJ, and other ft-midc members of 
tl.q family, |«ga,. to weep. Ilk llajesty admonished them to be 
content xvnh God’a will and resign tfiemselres to His pleasure He 

sp.,kq n few consoling words la them, and, immediatelv after, hm 
aoiil departed frem ihe bodv. 

Thefancml “ % coinmand of Aliitika JaUlu Beeum ftnirl i )c l-l* 
uwenitAka. ,1 . ^ ‘(aail Amliis Khan. 

the commander of the fart, end Khaivja I-Lft! presented themsetvea 
m they/curfi/uinrc. The windows of the gales of ibq Urt wem 
(.pcLcd, ntid iiicL were sent to call the moat revered Smd Muham¬ 
mad Kanaujined KAd KurUU, the Kaaiof Akbatdbdd to 
perform the funeral ceremouies. They came two wntches befcro 
fiunnae. Allhongh His Mnjesty, ahiM he Lad atlaUcd iLe owq of 
discretion, Jiad nover missed a single prnj cr of the prescribed live 
times daily prayer, or a single fast of tlie mcntL of EdaizAn. 
atonemout for them was given in n Urge sum of money, wlikl, waj 
set apart for the purpose. The two religious men above named were 
by order of Malikn Jnhdu, called la the Somtnan Biirj, where the 
Emporor had breathed bis lost, from this place liis body was 
removed to Uiq ImilfermiO otose by, nherq it was washed nccotdiiitr 
to the form presetibod by the Muhammadna law. The body 


cliLEkith, 


iin^ir jahaS- 


hnvinjjtlisnbe&i! enelossKl jn a coffin, holy pavmgps ivcre read ot« 
it. Finally, the hoiIy was placed in a chest Of ri:ee|)iaclo nf snii Jitl- 
wcod, and the coffin, followed hy a prcccsalon of inonnicTS, was 
conveyed cut of the furt throiigli the low gale ^lashol} 

of the sail] tower* which ubcJ to remain c1oi#ed, but wn* iipeneJ 
for the ocKislon, The pfoeCBajou then p^Ing tbrongh Sker Hiiji Thu IiliikbI 
gate i>p|^C53it0 i\i<i low gate^ the eolBii lirijuglit mt df tlse fort 
ciidosnre. Hoshdar Klijiii, Yleeroy of Agra, nccmopanled by officei-s 
of state, TCflched the bank of the Tiver at day-bfeak, oml the 
coffin, having been eonreyed n^ras^tho river, wafl iuterred wilb 
due roTinalities, by tho side of the tomb of UuLita:! Zaraani, id ih*' TTie IrarUl. 
mnneoleum built in her lionor by the deceageil Emperor, who wss 
now following her to the giuTe. The proyera over the colfin be¬ 
fore its Internicnh wero read by Lis holinesa Syad lIuLaramad, 

Knd KiithAa, and other Icarfied and piouii men." 

Shdh Jahiii lind lived eerenty-eix yoni-s and reigned for Hia mc* 
thirly-one. 

At tho time of the Eiiiporcir’s death. Prince Muhammad of 

MiJaii!!iim Cafterwanis the Emperor SLASi Akin, Baliadnt Shilli), 
the Eldest sow of Amangiteb, atitl tho hL-lr-appairnt. was eiicanni- 
eil at a ilistmice of seven kos from Agm. Tiie Intelligence of 
the Empemi’a demise having reached liim tho same night, ho 
ari'lTed in the city the next day, niid on llio tliiid day wenl to 
the fort and ofl'cred condolcDco to iha ncgnni Sahib, his aunt, 
aud tho ot lier female members of the royal family. "On that day, 
under ordem fi fho Prince, the whale Airrdii was read by the 
plons and learned men, and holy passages were rceUed, A meet¬ 
ing to celebrate the bb th-day of the Proplu’t waa held on a truly 
royal scale, nud Imge sums of moiifiV were dislrlhated among tho 
pmr and needy ns alma."' 

Anmngaeb was at Delhi when liia father died. On hearing 
of his death, he could not refrain from shedding teara, Miilla 
Miihanmiad KdKim writes AUhoiigli HIb Majesty pcissessi-i 
a strong mind mid a reBoluta and iuflexiblo temper, he neptso 
biltEfly cm hearing Iho intelligence of iiLs royal fmher s deal k 
that the foarllerfl and nobles, who wereprescat, were sltoekeJ. 


Ji'fhWirrniflljiuEPi 
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ni& Ufljesty antl the Friiices Unval and the tad be of the harem 
p ut on w hite eEuthea, an d the whole court weit L into lu on rinag. Th e 
Einperor-ebet aaid to Lb iiohle»: —^"It rens mj desire to bo 
present at the tost uiourents of luj father, ti> htive a last look at 
hie face, lake part iu Lb burial ceremouiea, and tLui; to obtaiu 
Lis beiieiUctione i but, uuruttliuatelT, noDe of these deeircs Late 
been fulhlletL I shall now proceed to AkLatrlbid at ouca, and 
pay respecEs lo the iciatb of mj' father, and tifli'er condulLmce to 
my sister aud other laembere of the rtiyal fnoiilv iu lliat capital 
city." 


The royal camp accordingly moeed to AfustaKirul JilnUi/ut* 
(Agrn). The new Ejiiiioror, mareliing by stages, reached Agra 
on the sixth day. It was decided that, belore enteriug the fort, 
the Emperor, ou this tKcasiou of motiruiug^ should put up 
temjionuily iu the LoawofDara Shfckoh (styled throughont Ly the 
Llstorlatisof Akmgir as Dara'.Be Shtf/;oh: wcanbg Dam,Without 
dignity,' in contradistiiietion to ^Bhehoh’ meaning 'dignity'Xf 
A few miles from iLe city, Hia Majesty wes received by Hoghdor 
KImn, Viceroy of Agra, and otlier notables and ofKeers of the 
metropolifaq city. From the village of aaLdOarpur, His Maj.^iy, 
with the royal party, came by bonta to Agra, and, ns previoiifiTy 
arranged, put tip ia tlio bouse of Dam SLekoL Tim following 
day lie ptdd Lia respects to the tombs of his pareota nud read 
ihe faieht, or prayera for the bepefit of their soak He slicd 
ngaiu team of grief at tLo sight of the tr.niljs ..f Lib parents. 
Having then distributed twelve tlitnisand rupees as alms ainong 
(he fieri ant? aud altendnnta of ihe maueoleuni, he read tlieaOer^ 
nunn prayers iu tbc mosque of llm iiiatisoUrum. The Wlowing 
day he eiilored the fort and offered his condolence to tlie tJegiiin 
Saliih ami other nieipbem of the harem, aud s[ioka to them mmh 
of eousolatiou ami kiodnesa. Tlie Begum Sahib on thia occaaioa 
presented her brother with a largo golden basin full of jewels. 
Uo then rnimd the female members of tho family to put aside 
their iiioiiming and bestowed on them rkb dresses, iu aceoidajice 


- ‘In thn Penljf" Uie aiulh,tjiliiiumi| Annuicfflli A™ 

iui4 MifIeui,/J arwl 4 wren. .JWffFUFrif; 

t Aamiimtpb >>>niirnllr ilIiiiie$^T<1«| Kml or IufI nfiiDiiB, rdfI wu 
laa It Mini ttjBt be W» k.l itwiEf lUi*r.titIou in J 
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witli thtir poailioB aud dimity. Two watclisa after BOJirue, 

he rcliirnea to tlic city. Two days afterwards Hb Majesty went Visit to tf.a 

a^'tiiu to llio fort, oil a visit to tlic Begtim Saliib, and, at i,|g Sal**l»* 

lu^taiico, all the nobles of tlie Empire and officers of state oflered 

their saliitaticKis to her aid prtjsopted fvuat-s, or tiffcrings, in 

uiooey. Tim Pfioccss was pleased to coofcr on tlicru kkilatB, or 

dresses of Iiotior, according to the rank and dignity of each. A few 

days after tho new King again jjaid her a viait, and the riincess s&Tw 

perfonned the ceremonies of nissar. najnely. slie offei-ed money by 

way of amrltice for His iJnjesiy'a welfare. His Majesty went daily 

to llio mniisolciim, and tend the /:tteJia, Twice he held there the 

meetings of fn!trrfifj/, oi tiia celebration of tins birtli of Mulinmuad, 

when Lbunsands of nipaca wore distributed to religious people and 

the poor. 

It boing eonaiJereJ advisable that flis Majesty lihould prolong 
Ijia stayia Mnstakinil Khildfat (Agra), be sont for the members 
of his family from fhc Daml Khildfnt (Slmh JahnnAhiid), njid ac- 
conlingly Abdul Nahi Khdu, Mnkhalis Kfidn, and Khkmat Khiio, 
the Lead eunucha. were sent to the latter place, with a large pwty^ 
to condnet the Drimms and Indies of the sunima to Agra on 
olephntits. As the Jtf feslival of Ihimzjii was approaching, it 
was fiirtJier ordered that the Peacock Tlironq be brought to Agni. 
together with nil the articles of decoration and embollishiiienti 
used on festis'aj occasions, 

Ou Ihc Id htsLiral His Majesty proceeded oa an elcphaiit, snr- Tha li fe,ti- 
iHoiintcd by a goldcH Itoaula, to offer prayers at the graud mosque. 

Itcluming before noon^ ho held a grand rcccplion in the hall of 

public audience olid made his appoaranco with all the pomp and 

luagniSeeiicc of an Euiijerar, tuking his seat for the first time on 

the celebrated Peacock Throne of Shdh JahAu, which he had won ibirblrhdit 

w ith such disrepu to. Hham mad Kad rn, the bistomn of Alaingir, 

is here profuse in hia panegj-ric of iho King, who bestowed hunourfl 

and rewarda on the grandees and nobles with the tnio generosity 

of a £ing. A tnecting was then convened in the tfhiisMana 

and the business of state tiaiiaacled in the presence of the officers 

and nobles assembled there. Tho rejoicings in honour of the first 

Id festival continued for three days. His Majesty was on this 

li 
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ScwtbSJl, occaiwii. pleased la bestow one labb of mobu« on the Ik-gfim 
Lou^ho^^ Siibib, titkd nijiilo an addi£ioti o( five JakiM of rypcca to her 
aDQual nlloivance of twelve Jakhs. One lakli of jup^e^ waa bes* 
to^ed on each of bor two yomi^fer sisters^ IWho^ Baao Bojjuin 
and Goti'hcr Ara Begutn* Prince j^ruhammad Moaaznio ireccived 
ttro lakha of rupees and a special dress of botionr^ with armlet 
and bracelets act with prcciqua Jewels* ami an additioD of 
2*000 borse to his rank of lOjfKK) fjot and 12,000 borse ; and 
Prince Mubaininad Arim^ a dress, an aiffi'ette and a dagger 
set with dliimoads, with an addjllon of 2,000 Jior3c to Jm rank of 
12,000 foot and Tfitff bor^Ci Then fotlctwa a long list of 
grandees (Muhaaimadans and IIiij Eiijas, and Nawdbfi who 
were presented with dresses and an increase o{Mtuisab, or nink. 
In the fiftli year af the reign, the State treasures bad bet^a reruored 
from Agra to Dellii, but at this period—namely, the ninth year 
of the rrigu—it was ordered that the troasure bo ngnin 
conveyed to Jiarndflr Kbdn, Lai Jpg been presented 

with a horse and jewelled trapplojpj waa entrusted with ibis 
duty, and the (ren$ure was brottgbt froin Delhi lo Agra on T.4(J0 
iralm, or mmagei dmw a by bullocks, and safely dejMj5ited in 
the fort. 


vvlniitlL f visited in 16354 by Waiadelslo, a page to the Duke 

K lG:^^^^o* of Holstein, who had travelled ia Peraia in tlie retiiiuc of an 
einboB^ which the Duke bad seBl to I he Shah. He dciicribes 
it as a benniirnl city* at leoiit tw ice as large as IspjtLan fiheti 
m its greatest gloiy)* It wag the favourite residence of Shall 
JoLdni all the nationa of the Ea^t carried on trade in Agra; and 
the strcclG were broad and liacd with fine sLopSp There were 
eighty cardvms^ais for traTellerSj eacb being in charge of u 
superintendent^ The tmvcller has kft graphic nccounts of the 
l>d 2 ar, the darb^ court, ibe ffhmU;hdnat the lUfJiuJ (or A^ircni) 
and ihe ^Jt^roka. Waudelrio left ludhi in 1^40, and, after he left 
Agra* Shah Jabda fixed bis capital at New DclbL | 


Ami liV 
Bcrniiir, 

lasiisr. 


Franck Bernier^ with more political insight, w*jifi ia IiidSu lot 
twelve years (1655-67)| and bo bes given a description of Ain-a 
in hk tiavels very slmilur to that given by Wandelslo, * 
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Tho clief buildiuga of Sliiili Jnliilii in Agra ajo the S 

Mtliidl, or Ptibce of Mirrors* iu tUfi pahce; tbo MoU MiUjiil, or 
Fearl Mostjiio * and lUo famous Taj Jfuftilfi 

Elpliinstoue hiw wrillen in bigli tenns of the groat prosporify 
of Ifldia under SUih Jiihifii. wlio lu point of miiniaeonee ha^ 
beou compared wltli the Boinan Emperor Severn b, whose magni¬ 
ficence is iinrn 01 'taliped in the pages of GLbboo. Notwithstanding 
Ills pra-oceupatiou with foreign waiSi his love of ease and pleasnrei 
his magnificence, his constmetiou of eelobratcd edifices and works 
which cost crores of rnpeea, bis finances suffered no embarrnss- 
ments, and be left large ftcctimu’lations of corn, bullion and 
jewelsi According to Tavernier, Shdli Jalnin “ reigned not 
so much as a King over bis sahjecia, hut rather as father 
over Ilia family and children" The foandatiou of so splendid 
a capitfll OB New Delhi affords evidence of great private ns 
well as public wealth. 

With the dethronoment and impriaoament of Slufh ' 

ended tbo palmy of Agra. Anrangseb resided for some little 
time there; bnt it soon became a Bocood-clnss city, tbo residence 
of a provincial Governor, who proved too weak to keep in 
cheek the neighhouriog turbulent JdE tribes. The Emperor 
grew old in the distant proviuco of the Deccan, and, nlthoiigh 
his spirit of perseveranco, indefutigsbla industry, and attenUon 
to the mvoutest details, kept together the componeot ports 
of the Empire, tlie spirit of intolerance which ho displayed 
throughout his llfei the mcr\uality of his treatment of the 
?aviou& dosses of his subjects, and the offence he gave to a 
great section of the eomiiianity in India, helped to uadenniue 
the throne of Timur and ended in the final dissolution of the 
Mughal aoTCreiguty of India, 

The SiivrEiis JAHiCii Aai and HorsnAS Aba. 

Not the least significant persona gee who figurci! promi¬ 
nently in the Mughal history of ihe time of Shall Jahild were 
his two daughters, Jahdti Arii Begum and Eoiishan Ant Begmn. 

Jahdu Ara, or llm Begum Snhib, as she was called, 
second child of Slidh Jahdti by his most affcctiopate consort, 
Miiaitas-itE-wmiiiii, commonly known as the Taj iluhal. UerjuUiiii. 


AOUA : mtsTOBIC A I, 




UDbouoiJcd infinence over tbo Efiiperor aiij Let iiSCcthIqucj in 
the court hjive alr^ctJy teen refer rtf J (o. According to Bemier, 
she wiis ¥cry liaikdaomci of livety aiul pasaioimlely lielcnrtil 

by her ftitheri. lie reposed the uioFt implicit conriJeiico in his 
favourite child ;i1ie wittehed carefully over the safety of Iscr l oynl 
fnLlier and wns so ecrnpiilous oLout it that uo dLiIi vcm allowerl 
to appear op the royal table that had ant been prepared iinder 
her oyea. She regtilaled the IiUTiiORrs of Lor fatlior^ ami Ulio mnst 
weighty cDPceras of Slate were sotikd Ihropgli her, Slicdre^v 
large attowaneea from the liuperial trcfi&urj and roctived llio 
most ^’aluahle gife from ihe ainirPi whose atlaira were craifiih d 
to ber charge, nnd waa thus enabled to amass a great forlimo* 
iShc espoused tbe catise of her brotlior, Drua, and proraatod hi^ 
tturrw interests in court, while bis yoiinger fibrier^ Huushan Am, sn ppotIlhI 
the party of Aurangz^b. Dara, tiudlug in Jahda Am a I'atiinblc 
coadjutor, had, according to Bernier^ pioiiiised 3fccr that, on 
his ancei^ioiL to die throne, ha would grant her pcrnii'sion 
to tnarrj. 

'-This pledge/* saya iho tTarellor, ^'was a rmarknbk oar, 
/ the marriuge of a Priuccss being of rare occiirrenco in Llin- 

dustan, no man being considered ^loithy of myal allbince; 
and ail apprcheimon being entertained that tlio hui^band niiglit 
therehy be roadereid powerfiih and iiidiiccd, pejltaps^ to cL^piro 
to the crown 


Hrnypi^jrtn Afjt. liunshan Ara was Iojk beantifii! than her chkr sistci’i niLd less 
reninrkabie for wli and intelligence; oeveHhe!ess, fhe jH>f:sesseJ 
Bpriglillloesa of temper, was not deGdent in cminingp and she 
5^wpr-nrtH the moaos of spies, inteUigence of the doings ntconri^ 

Auraiigzeb, which was of such importanco and valuo that 
it enabled the crafty Prioce not only to escape the i^fiarc 
which his father is rcportetl to liavo spread fur bim in Agm, 
but tended toaterially to pave hh wnj to I he throne. 


Thn tMtblv 
□f i^mnn- 


(JH-irh, 

Aural} i^b 
Si biidi!^ 


The batik of Samagarh, nine miles en?it of rcsnUed 

in the discomfiture of Darn Sheboh by tlie ennibineil forecit 
of Aurangzeb nnd MiirrEd Bakhsh, Auningzeb duped Mnuld by 
concealing his own anihltiuiis deeigas of sovereignty in the gaiti 
of diaintvreBledoesp, flaying-—‘M am n /ci^fr of the thrcshbold nf 


JAUXs AEA. 
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Gtnl I live [la a /(tWr, aiid my liigheat ambition vs to dm as a 
/itHr. The kingdom and conutry is lliirit'I's.'' Tundng to 
Khalilidlci Ivliitii, he said that MtmtJ Eak^li atouo waa fitted to 
TV car the crtnrn, pad that it was due to Ids Ekill and valour that 
ihe victorT over Dura wns gained, he having only nctcd as his 
iLcuteiiaut, Three or four linya after the victoiy, Aurangsttb aiid 
Mnrtiil [iiOBentod tlioiaselves before the gale of Agrn aad put ij]i 
in a emJeu aboata league dinliiut from ihe jfolflce, A confidcLlLd 
eiinueh of Atirangzeb was Llmib despatched to the old King, who 
was Ell sited vu the name of hia master aud assured of the mjal 
flou’s uudi mil tithed lespeet nud affecliou fur liis august parentfi, 
ileep regret being expressed at recent events, which wero 
attributed to the eiLister designs of DarOj auj an oissiiniiiea 
gireu that the Eriiicea had e^me to Agm to receive aud executo 
the Ring's commands. 

Shdh Jahdu affected to exprejs Ida unqualified approval 
of his sou's conduct, and sent a trust worthy eviimch, who, in xbL tri ta 
bohidf of hifl luujitef, explained to Auraiigreb bow sensible I ho njwli 
King wjia of Dara'd improper conduct and incnpaclty, and 
reminded the Prince with what affection aud tenderness bo 
lognrded him. Efn was therefore invited to vh-it his loving 
parent iu order that nrrangeiaeiits for the fiitiira conduct of 
offidra might be ecmcludeJ. .Shiili JaTidn was trying by artifice 
and dissiruulttttou to eulrap Aarang^cb, Ultle Ihinking that his 
dutiful sen surpassed all men in both. Aurangsieb Lad been 
npprked by hia sister, Pouahan Am, nf the pKsenee in the fort 
a krga nuaibei- of strong and robust Tartar women who ock-d Arji- 
mi fejuale gnarda in the serogiiP ; aud who would fall on him 
with arms as soon os he entered the palace. 

He knew full well thnli the Begum Sahib would not quit 
the King, dnj or night, and that ba was entirely under her iu- 
lluence. He kuew, from the infennalloii supplied by Tbiushan Am, 
how slroiigly Shdli Jahiin was attached to Dam, She hud irifl>nu- 
cd him that, after the discomliituTa of Darn, the Ring had sent 
him two elephants laden with gold misluirfl. mid this funnabeJ 
him with the means to celleet now armies and prnkng the war. 
ilc doubted very much ihe sincerity of the old King's profea- 
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tioBB, tlittngh he eotisiJerfi J ifc inipolilic to disclose Ills mmi to 
him. The Prince tlintsked Iiia fiiLlier for all the favours lie 
hmi been ptoniicd lo shower oa hitn^ but would not venture 
within die wnlls of the citadelj anJ^ lihou^k he fcsaJ the day 
for obeying Liie monarch's siirnTncjus* h^p ^iay bj day, dofemjil 
bis tLfit* Mnlters went on in tlila fasluan for sevami days, when 
at last the resolution aud aixIL of ^ultdn ^lahnmdp sou of Atimix^- 
iebj drove tho old Hon inlo a cage* Tim intrepid youti^ mati^ 
Imving previonalj posted a namber of arnieil mea ia the vicinity 
of the palace* entered lEs on tho pretence of taking a nio^gc to 
the King. Thn nriaed retainers iin media telj folio ived, andj 
falling suddenly on the gnartli:^, who were unprepared for an 
encouuterp eipelled them. Thus in a few iiiinntcs the Prinoa 
made himself maater of tho fort, “ If ever tuao waa astonished/' 
says Beroicr* " that man uas Shdii Jabdn when he perceirod that 
he liad Iklku Into the trap ho had prepared For others^ and that 
he blmseir wos a prisoner/' In vain did the old King send a 
messenger to hia grandson | entreating hi in to liberate hiiUp am! 
swearing on his crown and the Kurdn to aekuDwteJgo him oa 
King if he Hervod. him loyally. The young Prinenj actimtoil 
by a sense of duty to hia father, dkregardLHl th^o offers, and 
even reftiaed to enter tho Iviog^s apartmeiita, Ha aahed the 
King for the key of every gate in the fort, in order that Aurangneb 
might come with a perfectly lettbd mind “to kiss the King'a 
feet” The old King, seeing that his own men were disserting 
hiiiit delivered up the keys with inncli b&<»itatioii after two 
days. Aurangzeb appojuEed his trustworthy ennucli^ iLib^r Khan, 
Governor of the fort, and phiced Shdh J^liitn and the Begum Sahib 
ill close confinement. Many of the gates of the furt were wailed 
up and communicatiaa between the King and his friends wm 
effectually stnp^}ed. Hig confinemeiit was so rigid that tho King 
WHS not permitted to leave his aparttnent ivi&hoiit the perinissloa 
of the OoTernor. 


RAnahiui jVttl The dcep-rofltcd aniinofiiEy which Hou^han Ara hore towards her 
vf^n^^ir&LiL'c 0 D krotlier, Dam 8tiekoh> rankled In her heart when tlio latter had 
been reduced to the condition of a helpless prisoner in the hauikt 
of Ilia hypocriLical brother Anmngzebp When a secoad council uf 
the ufenias was convened in Delhi;, to dkcuss the question wheOier 
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Dura. Bhoultl ln! e^nt to Gwalior to bo coafined Ui the fotlress 
thcre> ojjrceably to the origiuttl plu-a, or executed witlioiit further 
delay, Uousbmi Ara betrayed her eunuti' townrtklnm by joiuiiig 
Dauyitiiand Klmu, Khaliliilk Khiu, and Sliaetrta Khau in pro- h «=cut- 
pesitig the extreme penalty ot Ike law, uliieh was uUimately 
carried out. 

After AuiAngseb had firmly thstahliahed litmaelf on the throne 
of India, hiasiatCT Roushan Aiu Begum cserciacJ privilegea and 
powers Very much the aanic as bad been exerriacd by her elder 
akter, Joliau Ara, during the reign of Sbiih Jahihi. Sbe htid 
laboured hard for Auraiigitsh duiing his Mher'a reign, and it was in 
fact mainly duo to her help ibat iie nacended ibo throne, tithe he* ^ 

came now the sole mistress of the seraglio. Slna allowed an 
eitensiTo eatabUsInaaent, and like her clderaislor in the duys of 
SLdh Jahiua reigu, drew enormous iillowaccea from the Slate, 
liei* retiunc and erjuipage were immenae, and she enjoyed tiU the 
privilepea of ar^oeeuof the first rank. Her power quite cast into 
the shade the iniluQiice of the first SnUduil, a Kujput Friucesa, the 
mother of tlie heir-uppureul, Shdli Alann T.he travel!cr Bernier 
busfu wishedagraphicdescriptiouof Roushan Am s state proceraioiL 
She mine out in slate in a litter gilt and cptfeced with inagiiifiociit 
alk nets of divetsified oolourE. encircled with embroideiy, ffinges Hor t^rniiuise 
and rich tassels- This elegant Utterj whit!li was lipeD^, was snspenil- 
cd between two heauliful cnmela, or between two small clcphantB, 

In front of the litter walked a young, wcll*di-eased female slave, 
with a cfiwitvi of peacock feathers in her band, with which she 
kept off the flies from the Princcfs. Of the Princesa’s joumey on 
oIopbaiitK, Bernier obeorTw:—“ Stretch imagination to its utmost 
limita, aud you can conceive uo exhibition mor© grand and im- 
posiug than wUou Roiiahaii Am Begum, mounted on a slupendous 
Pegu elephant, and seated in a AoioiiuA blnzing ivith gold and 
a2ur©, is foilowcJ by five or six other clepbaiiln with hoivdalis 
nearly as resplendent as her own, and filled with Indies aLtaehed 
to her household.'' The elephant of the Piinceas was siirtoundcd 

by a Utiop of female armed retainers, Tai'hirs and K^binirians, 

faatastienllj attired and tiding kandsame pad-liorses. Between 
thcao and the PrincBEs, rode tho chief eunuchs richly dresacd. 

Then come footmen and kekcyit, ivUb large canes, heoiing ensigna 
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of rcjjjaUv iJi I heir Imutb. Tlicac tmvelletl a long way beforo tlie 
Kmprci^Sj rigljt and left of the t4iacL Tlic priucipal lady of tlie 
courts limuutod and uLti^udcJ In very mucU tito ^iiuc style an 
the rriucesps luimedmCely fulloiived the e^^uipAge of Boo^han Am. 
Thifl wm fuligwed by the ek^pkanb uf the third ladjv and that by a 
foiirthj and jso m until firt^on or Efiileua okphaii^^ n ilti ladiea 
of rank* passed* each having a retbno propgrtiariaie to hue miifc 
and offieo, Sisiy or more elepbantE pa^ed in state and royalty 
v^’lth brilliant and nuEHoroii^ lulkwfiT?, and the spectacle iva^^ 
grand and bivpofeing Ibat, accoiilingto Burnier, if he ''had not re¬ 
garded this display of ojaguificcuce "wtili a suit of |ihilos{^pbii-uJ 
iiidlllereu ce, lie ivould have bc cnbpt to^be ciuTied away by so eh 
iiightaof imagiaalbu aa inspire moet Indian poets when they 
represent the elephants coaieyingso many goddesses ef^ncealed 
from the vulgar gaze/' 

In the 3 ear IGfli, the healih of Aurangzeb seriously broke 
dov^n. He sank iiitd a ststc of debility, ivbich tnade him uiicuei- 
icious for hours of all tliat iv3s going oin Itoiisbaa Ara in sole 
charge of Ills eliauibor, ^vliich was gujxrded by Tartar women, 
ornied with swords and bows, llio strictest aeercey was ohnerv- 
cd to the state of the Hinpcmr a beuUh. and not even the 
tadka of the seraglio knew whether llajpsty was-alive or 
dead. At thija moment, when the King s life was in peri I j. Ronshiin 
Am ibooght of phiua of self-aggrandUcment, in the ev^sot of 
Ilia ilaje^tys death- She resolved to set aside the Kiijgh EldedL 
. aon, Slidli Alain, by hh wife, a Ejijput Brineees* then in Lk 
nineteenth year^ Btid to place on the Ihrone hia younger brothefi, 
Aevhh Shall, then n boy of ais. by a Mahomedan Siilljbil She 
contrived to withdraw ihe Euiperora signet ring from hh hainl 
and killed letters under tliis seal to various Biljii, Vkeroyi and 
Govoniors in favour of Aatun Slidb. Her policy was to act aa 
regent during the long minority of her ward, aud Lb ns to scour o 
the throne for borselh to the caLcln^ion of the rightful heir* 

The ladies of the semgho feeling sospicioas of what was 
going on, the firi=t Sultiinn heavily brihed the female guards ever 
the doors, and they allowed her admittance into the sick man s 
TQuuu The Efijput PrinceiS saw her royal husband lying 
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uiicoa5ciou$p aud imublG Lq recogaiae lier. Mcitnwfiile Roushan 
Ara, having obsssn cd the iidmdcrt gave tier a UcatiDg bo frovcve 
that her face ivas tora and t-he waa forced to quit the room^* 

This was a greal: ia^alt to a RijpaLioi PriacasSj the wife of 
llie youth of Auraiigzeb, who, os the firat kdy ia the Jtavfiu, 

|>03se£;gt;d enormous iutluence. She wm so intioh dreaded thut 
she humL iuceuse before her idols in the pakoe, auJ her busbandp 
Tivho wag koowu tube a atriet Muhammadotit nover iiiterfend with 
her religions obscrvntiefca. She iiiformcd Shdfi A lata of tho 
treotiueut slie had received at the hands of her aiint^ and he 
ndopted menattrea for defeating the latfcer'a plans. Sanguine 
hopes were enterlaiued at Agra that Auratigzeb might diOp and 
Shah Jnhdu, still iu caplivitj, be ycatored to the throne of his 
ancestors ; but inch was the dread of Annmgzeb that there was 
,ao attempt even at an oulbreak, 

Aurangjjeb tdcovered and gave public audknese at Delhi. Ad* 
miltauce w'es given to ihe rneanesL cf his aubjccts ia tlio public 
hall, an.^1 tho jny and graUfication of the people at seeing thdf 
King seated on the throne pOESOil all bmiods. He asked his liater 
about hia missing signet ring, and was not satislied w'ith he^ 
os plan at ion. She had bocoino very unpopular with the seraglio^ 
and the ears of Aunmgzeb were filled by the ladies and the 
enmiehs with all sorts nf stories about her iiitriguea and amhitieus 
dcsigna, Tlie emperor w'os greaUy incensed at tho slight put by f*ii ui 
Roushan Ata on hia first Qnoeiu To console the SuUdnS, he con^ Rou^hw Ar*. 
ferred on her new titles and hoaouTS and eiiloglGed her patience 
under adverse cireuinstances. Roushan Ara, feeUag herself laorti* 
hcd.lnliinated herdeaira to leave the palace and live in the town; 
blit her request w'aa refuseJfOn the ground that she snpcrvbed the 
tuition of the liiiig's younger daughter. 

MeaDwhile the Etupetot's own daughters hod grown upland 
ft epiKt of tivalry waa created bet ween them and their aunt 
Roushan Ara. Aeearding to Cotrob, ZcbidniiBa, the eldeBt 
dfiughlerp wofl a more atiibitJoua rripoe^. She had once proved yeijaiciMs* 

a valuable ausilkrj ta her aunt, aliaring in her gallantrieev hut 
uhe BOW quarreiied with] auJ aonght to eu|»^1aut, her. 


* WbisUrr, Uiraugh MaoouoIiJ. 
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supplied her falher with mfonnation ubotit, her aunt's irregubri* 
Run^hftn a™ ties, and Roushan Am soon disappenrind for ci.^r frutu the scene. 

It fvau said she was removed hy poison. This was befttre t e 
Bmperor left for Kashiuir. 

ZebULSISSA Reuuji, 

Uiithf.1 Zebnlniflsa Begutn, better known by her ^tienl name 

y^uinUw. 2IuUi^ (Concealed), now took her aunt’s place in the Aarenu, 
She was bom of a Mulintouiadan Princess on 5lb Febmnry 1031). 
The Emperor devoted perBooal attention to her sludies, and she 
HurUt^wy aoou became a learned and necomplished lady. At an curly ago 
Bhe committed the Karan to memory, and for this meritorious 
act was reworded by His Majesty with 30/>00 gold luohurs. Sbe 
was well verecd in Arabic and Fersion, and was akilkd in variant 
niodca of writing, such as A’oteiuiiA,* KasUtf and and 

composed excellent prose and poetn-. She was also the aiitbor of 
some books. Her library was most citensive. con mining Beveml 
thousands of volumes on religious and litcrory subjecla She hud 
ill her employ a large staff of learned men, poetp* authors, pious 
men, and men veiMd in caligraphy. Mulln Safi^n l-dni ArKbegi 
stayed under her ordem in Koslimir. and wrote the transla¬ 
tion of ro/aiV i-A’aAir, which was. after her name, called 
Zcitol Ta/iiair, Numerotm other compiklions and original works 
dedicated to her. Zcbulnissa exereified an afcendaucy 
iiiflutnm at court »nd over her imperial father, LliaL was fcU and known. 

She was thoroughly profitient in Arabic ami Perauui,aud, by her 
aogacUy and wisdom, made herself complete master of the court 
politics. Accordiog to Monouchl. “ she was worehipped as the 
dominant star of the Mughals.” She was now (1(KI4 A.J».) twenty- 
five years of ago. The Em per or was si ill far from well ZohulDiKia 
advised him to travel to Kashmir for the benefit of his health j 
his physicians also recommended a chauge to that place. Thu 
Princess urged the matter from considetadonB of sclf-aggrandkc- 
ment. She waa anxious to show the world her superior position in 
the court and was envions to appear, in her turn, amid o pompous 
and magnificent etiuipaffc, her aunt had done before her* 
Aurang^eb wsa moaS reluctant to move to Kashmir as long as Ids 
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was aliVfl la Agra. On Ltie other haodiit was Jhared that Iho 
DppfoachiRg heat ofsouiisicjf would be lajunoas to his health, aud 
a relofu^e of hk dUease was appralieaded. Thus, (u stay at Delhi 
wji 3 to risk Uis life i to luafbjli to Ivashmir was to tisk bk 
etupire, A parricide was C'3utetuplated4 The EmperorcoosoUed 
Ilia daughter on the subject. Xebuloissi allayed her father s fears, 
and dissDttded him from coiumilliug the criiuo he had contera* 
plated The old mooaroli was now In his seventy-fifth year, and 
she begged her ktber to let him pass tho few remaining dap 
of his life ia peace. 

Sotwithstaudlug the admoiiitioii of Zebuluisaa, grave sus" 
plriuu rests upon AuraDgwb of having carried out tJie cob- 
tem plated parricide. A Enropcati physiciau, whose name k not 
hnawD, was sent for to treat the aged inouureh, and his death 
iiaa announced soon afterwarda. Zebulnissa congratulated her 
father on the event. 

Aurongzeb) with his mind now utrest, consulted bifl astro-Trie to 
logera os to the propitious hour for his departure from Delhi to 
Kashmir, nnd, the time having been fixed, the tiog left the city 
on fJth December, at three o’cluch In the afternoon. He was 
this time, according to Bernier, attended by So,000 cavalry ' which 
at all times accompanied hU bodyguard,’ and by mnro than 
lO.iiKJO infanln’, besides 70 picees of heavy artillery, mostly of 
Ltom. His daughter, Zebnlnisss, aceompanied him in riate. 

Her death occurred in the year 1113 Hijri ^1701 A-O,) or sii itiu. 
years before that of her father. 

According to Elphinstoue, the data inhabiting tho neighbour- insniw^a 
hood of Agm and Mathura caused much embarrassment during the ' 
bitter part of AuraagaeVs reign. A woll-orgatiked force, com* 
mondec] by a prtneo of the blcod, was sent agoinat them and the 
disturbance ipielli^i. 

Aurangseb died in 1707, The principal building of hU tetga 
I are the bnU of public audience iu the fort, of which the date given 
is 16H*. aud the beautiful mnrblo screen enclosing the tomba of 
Muintaa Aiohal and Shah Jahan, coutrlliuted by liiin to the Taj Aiirihj»b< 
&tahal, which k evidence of the last rc^^pect paid by him to his 


parents. 
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ShJi aIbm On the death of Aumngzeb, when a struggle for Ihc sovereign* 
ty aroae between bis eldestmn. Prince Monzmm. wiJ his brother 
Prince Aiiin, Agra occupied n prominent place in the coiiilict. 
The brothers asacuibled large armies in its neighbourhood to assert 
their pretensions. The forces of Moazaani concentrated near Agra. 
He was joined by the dat chief, Churamau, Atira Shah advaiiced 
from the Deccan at the head of a targe army, A bloody battle 
•was fought not far totho south of Agra, in which Arim Shah, 
with his ttvo grnwn*np snua, was hilled, and the youngest son, a 
ikulcof minor, was taken prisoner. Mukhtinr Khan, Governor of Agra, 

.1 Bj im, IT li jjjig sijg ^ (Ills father-i n -law, A zi m Shah, was taken 

prisoner. Moazzani proclaimed himself Emperor under the nama 
of Shah Alam Bahadur Shah. The victory was commemorotod 
by the construction of n moatiuo and hostel in Jajan.* 

Atioassioa t>t On tlic dcatU of Bahadur Shah, the usual struggle for 
shXfe empire ensued aiuonn hia sons, Azimnshdn, the accond son of the 
deceased Emperor, was defeated and put to death by the eldest 
son, Jahaudar Shah, who. suoceediug to the throne, appointed 
ZulfiUr Khan, who hnd been maiuly instramentnl iu securiug the 
victory^ to be bis 

tthUUdf plrokhsere, SOU of Aaimushdu, who was in Bengal at the 

time of Baliddur Shah’s death, nssembk-d an army at Allahabuil 
to give battle to hia uncle. He was md^iil in hia prefect by 
Syed Huficiu Alt, Governor of Bthar, an old adherent of his 
father, and his brother, Syed Abdulbh, Governor of AUalnibAl, 
The neighbourhood of Agra wna again the scene of a great 
druggie for sovereignty. Kroklisere advauced at the head of a 
large onuy, and was met near the city by dahandor Sliilli 
and his uviji)', Zulfikdr KIiAo. with au army ofSTfl.OOO men. 
The battle was fiercely contested, nad JahaadBr Shall was 
defeated and put to flight. The vauipiishcd King fleii 5u disguise 
to^ Delhi, but, with his wasCr, was put to death. The aito of 
the battle was Kuchbehdri, idcutified with Biehpuri, Bear Agra, 
on the high road to Dclhi.^ 

• Tte Itliiva ol ImtUf, ■seorJIng tu Stml Afnfa-nMjriit, ia ajujo, clow t 
Ak1mr*ba£L" 
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F)Vokhtcre wib still tm the fielj <if balUe, when he lesnlied FirothMTB 
at once to nssnino the crowni. AeconJingty, ou Ist Januai 3 % iTt 3, ' 

he ikscebilcd tlio throne at i]a)'broiU( and gave public oudience.* 

CUnrninnn Xatj a powerfo] in the neighbotirbood of Cimmmjin 

Agra. tdoDged to a (kmitj ivliieh hod risen to importance during'**^ 
tho lime of Lho previou!! enuperors, Tbn family had atbiined so 
tiiucb asocndaucy that it bad been necessary to despatdi royal 
troops to punish the conduct of Cburamon’s anceBtors. Chununon 
becoming troubtesonic ngniPj tlie Eiiiperor^ in September^ ITlT, 
oppoiitted BAjd Jui Singh Scicni of Jeypur, to punish him. 

The Kdjxi H‘c)s on this occasion presented by the Emperor with an 
elephant, a suit of jewels and several lakhs of rupees, and 
promoted to a higher military rank. Syed Khilu Jahtb, hrotlior 
of the iffozty By ad Abdulla, was also despatched to the Rdjii’s 
assistance with a large body of troops. The for t of the Jdts w'aa 
hud under siege fur a whole year. At length the refrnetorr 
cliioftain made his subtuis^ou throng]) the wazir Abdulla, and 
repaired to Delhi to offer his personal aubiuisaion to the 
Emperor 


Firnkhsere occasionally resided in the |»alacc of Agra. He was FitukLicre 
iblhroncd and put to deutli in ^TID, and noa succeeded by 
Hafi-tul-dam-jal and Rufl-ud'danto, nominal Kings, set up bv tho * ^ 


Syad brntbers, who each reigned a few months and died. Diiriug JH&uwro 
tbo reign of the latter, Sikoscre, son of Piiiico Akbar, youngest son 
of Aurangzeb, whose sister hud been marned to Rafi-dbkadr (or 


Rnfl-ud-datda}, having been taken out ol hifi prisan in tbo citadel 
of Agra, was proclaimed Emperor by tho Qovotrior and oflu'crs 
of that place, as well ns by the militia of tlm vilhigos subordlaato 
to the fortrese. Ills accession was announced by salvoes of nrtil. 
k-ry, ami coins of gold ami silver were struck iu his nnme.f 
Tlie Ftince was also supported by the inhabitants of the dty of 
Agra, who, on eoeing the convulsions I hat shook the empire, gladly 
embraced his cause. The SyaJ brothers, who had caused tlie 
dowiifull of Firokhscro, and who were now acknowledged as the 


kliig'makeis, were much alonncd when the nows of the acceasinn 


* ASeraf JV’KfK-ailAirts, CNsii. 1. 
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of Kilcosie^fe riiached ihe coart at DfilliL Aintr-id-Umr^ Sjad 
All Kb do sent Haidar Kuli Khan, wiLh a force in flili’awcep 
a^iost AgTBj aod on Oie Tth S/niJ^flU he luntself laarf^hed to that 
city, with an nmny of aboat -5,0t1{) men. Nikosere vira,i at thb 
l\m 2 joined by Kdjd Dhirdj Jai Singh., with a contingent of 
lOjOOO bor^, and lidjd Ghabilft Earn, Toi^arJ^ tlie cnJ of 
iSAobn^i. Kntbul llnlk Sjad Abdulla, taking xvith him the 
young Ernpcror HaQ-iid-tlaulaj lootiched from Delhi to Agra n^ith 


ti^l Maharoja Ajk Singh and otlier crours aud an aruij of upwards 
of 30,000 hoR 0 » The furt of Agm waa beidegeJ, liaea of 
approach were fQTmedj and batteries were rsbed. A beavj can* 
nonade was Dpeoed^ and many houses, both iaside and outride the 
fort I were de^tTOjed. The siege lastod thriie monthe. At long I h, 
the provisions in the fort falling short* the defentloiTS tvere put to 
great straits. A proposal to stirrender was accepted and an 
osBiirance of safety to life and honoar waa giveu. The keys 
given up autl poEseesion of the fort wag seeiiTod. Nikosero 
^kuu iitiaoji- principal adherents were mode prisoners. Slitr Seo^ 

the author of tho tevnlt^ killed him&elf willi a dagger. 


Trtfuysurwautl Afler the fall of the fortress, A niir-wf^Cjnm DiiEoin Ali 
rmrStli^ faiiml ^ _ 

ill iSie Rrt cif KjiQTi Iiaxdog entered it* took po^££i^as^oa of all the trensiircfl, 
jewels, and vaUiables which had been deposlbed there for three 
centuries* and wbieh siicccesive EmpererFj frum the time of 
Saknndar Lodi^ had accaiDulaEec!. “ Thera were the of 

Nur Jahup Begum and Muinlaz ilahab araoimtiug in TaliJOj 
according to Torious reports, to two or Uitce or-irnct of rupees, 
of There WOflp in fimtkular, the sheet of pearls which Shdli JahAo 
had caused to be made for the tomb of Munifcaz Hahnlj of I lie 
iJiHiliof iia« Qf ^ev-eral hii/jj? of mpecrij w^bich was spread over it no the 

anniversary and on Friday nights. There was the ow'er of Nur 
\ur Jiihdp and her cusliioQ of woven gold and rich pearls with n 

herder of valimble gametB and cmernlds,” * The elder brother^ 
uf wJvCil " Abliuila Khnu^ got uotiiing of tUw ?poil, till filter four nioritl!?, 
wheu iweLty-enc takhs of rnpra wcie grudgiugly giTen to Liin. 
TLc iiimml iM-twcen ihe Liothent nbnnt the trevtsuire^s c>f the Agra 
furt was wrtUed throiigli the intervontion of Efllflu Chaad, 
Bowno of liitfeiu All Kbau.*}* 

---y---- 
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Od ihG death of Itafi-udTdaukp thoSyndbrothmraised Ron^Iiiii Mii>ha.miniiji 
Akhtar^fou of Khujiata Akhtar, called Jaluin Slmh^ 

one of Uie bods of BahilJLir Sliah, to the throne. The j-oting 
Prinoe wiis then in h.h nsglitcantb yc^Tp nnd ftoto the time of 
the s4:cogsien of \ih unde Jahandar Shnh he hud Uved in 
ohsenritj in the castle of Salenigarh, DolhL The oi^rcinofly 
instnlktion took place at Fatehpnr. The new Emperor assumed 
the tkto of Abnl Fath Nibir-nd'din Muhammad Sliiih, The 
seat of QovemineDt was rcrnoTcd to Agra, vs-here the Ftnperor 
retiiained for two years. Distrust between the Emperor and the 
Hyad brothers soon arose. Chin Eilioh KhaOp surnanitid Asnf 
Jah fivhoso descendants arc known as the rfizame of the l>ti(!caij)j 
who had been broaght up at the anstcre Court of Auranjf^eb* 
detiod the authority of the Syads, and asainued indcpendeiiM 
in the Decni^o, He wae now advancing in the direction of 
Eurtianptir, After much hesitnlioo, the brothers quitted Agia, 
but their troopa under Dihiwar Ali Khan, who commanileLl 
the Wazir*5 army, were defeated. Tlie report of this defeat^ 
having reached Agra, a^brdeJ secret but sincere eatisniction to tlin 
Kiuperor aod to all tlio^ who professed attachnieut to hinij but it 
caused no ainall degree of cdu alernation to the two brothers.* 

Ilnscin All Khrin wa;*, about this time (Octoberp 

by a hired nilHfin. The surviving brother, Abdulld, despatched 

two nobleuieii of consequence to Dellii to raise one of the princes 

of the house of Timur to the thrnno* Accordingly, Prineo Ihrahiinp ^ ^bw Esa- 

son of Rart-ul'KaJr, grandson of Bahlidur Shall, was placed “i'- 

the throne, under the title of Abul Fath Zahir-nd-din I^liibam- 

mad Ibmhim. Abdullii Khiin, arriving two days after, paid hh 

homage to the new Eiog. Me conferred new dJguitles aud AlnUtb 

unices in his name, atad began to aasaembk an army to sup- 

port hiio. He wm joined by Churaomiij Riijii of the Ja(?, 

and by many of his deceased brother Husein All Khaiu's Eoldicm, 

who deserted the Emperor. Aluhaiomad Shah was, on tho 

other hand, reinforced by 4^QQ0 hot^e from R?iji Jai Singh 

Sewat and by contingents fumiahed by siouie Kuhilta Chielk. 

An army for tho defence of the En^pire w as organked at Agra* 

The two armies met between Agm and PelhL AbdulW KMa 
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Avns dofeaU'd euJ tulccu pn^onar, 11lifo wae ^piircd, probably 
out of r^cct for bi^^ mcrcd lineage. Muhammad Sbdbi after thi^^ 
victoryi prgeccJed to Delhi, aud the float of goveriimeot was ro- 
inuvod there. 

After tho aboTc victoryp Asaf Jab was appointed TTti^jV; but 
abroach soon nftcrwardn occurred between him and the Emperor^ 
and the M iighal mouarehy oxliibitod signs of rapid decay* 

Saadat Kbaii^ auritx'^med Byivh<in-itl Alalk (whoee descendanbe 
subseipieatiy became the Nawiihs ofOndbjf was appointed the 
first Viceroy oF Agra, in addlliQu te his government of Qudh, 
Desirous of viaiting Ida forraer govcnimcnfcp ho left for Lucknow 
in 17^2, leaving os bia deputy at Agra ooa Kai Kilkautili Nagar, 
Ik mail of ability^. This deputy had flonie difiereaco with % 
nelghboxuing Jdt ^ainindAr. Una day, fcllowcd by a gorgeous 
relmne, be bad gone out on an clepbant for the sake of recreation 
u hen a who bad taken his seat on a lolly tree and was 
watching hh opportunity, lereUed hia piece lemiroly at Bai 
^Jilkanth in tlie midjet of his nutnerous retinue and killed him at 
the hrat shot. Tim culprit, having ciecompliiilicd his end^ found 
means to effect his escape. The news of the entrage haTing 
reached the courts £aji Jai Singh Sewai, of deypur^ tbe old enemy 
of the JAts, having been appointed Govern or of Agra, was sent 
thither with instriictionti to revenge the minder of the Deputy 
Governor. 

RiijA ilai Singh wiarched against ChiEramati^ the leader 
of tho Jilts, and laid slere to his foiirc^ of Tnn* By a dciterouii 
arrangement, he caused a dissension among the Chief a relationi 
of the bluod, and aeenred tho ce^operaticia of Badur filngh^blH 
nepheWt who joined him in the attack on the fottre^. Mobkatn 
Singh, sen of Ghuranmn, hud a quarrel with bis futher and 
rebuked him in open dor bar. This inertilkd the old Chief to 
such a degree that he flwaltow'ed poiaou and died. Mobkam Singh 
gave way to the superior power and tAkala of RHjil Jai Singhi 
whti appointed Badar Siiigb to the icemmdnri of the late Chief 
juid gat the appointment confirmed by tbe court.^ 


> SKlfui 



AJTWAU SHAH AJfD A?,A>IGTI1 IL 


S7 


Ta 173fl llie iforatlia bons', mJe-r Rio HutkaF, 

pcnetiated aa Car pa Affra. Buji Rao, sou of Balilji Wiswa XAtb, 17^ ' 

iba ubtoLit of lie Peabwa?. except Sivajf, cturietl oii liia uicur* 
fiiona And ra rages in tbo country hejorid the Jitmofl. KLao^i- 

DomiLii, nnd Kauiiir-ud^iiu Klidn. two of tlia abie»t luijifiii 4 l 
generals, niarnhoJ agidnst Etiji Rio, ivliile ilulliar Roo was 
sharply nttuckod by Sjliidnt K liAn, the Viceroy o f On till, 
who forced blqi to retreat. The Ficoniy then mo red on to 
Agm, writing a mognilotijiient Jespoteb fco thg Etripoior, m wbidi 
the check was magnllied mto a great victory. 

After the aack of Dellii by Nddir Shrill, that conqueror Jnvi^jn of 
loTieJ contributions on the Goveruoi's of Provinces, and Agrajl^'^**^ 
contributwi its quota. The power of the JjLts eontinusd to Pfunli cf ta* 
incroose after tha death of the Emperor .Miibamniad Slnlb, which MaflmniHl 
uccuired In 1 j 43, aud diinug tha reign of his sou aud Huccessisr 
Ahmad Shiih, Suraj Mnl, nephetv of the fimouj? Cliuiaumn, AiinmA Shib 
attained such power that he tnaterially aseUttil Safdar Jung, tha ****^*™"*^ 
Hoa of Siidnt Ktiiin, Viceroy of Oiidh, who bad boeo appointedMil 
tofis/r, agaiust the Rohilla-s who were dofoaterj in a pitched battle 
and driven to the lower tanges of the Hiinalriyas. 

A branch soon after occiirrcd betweeu Safdar Jung, the 
and the Einpcror, who promoted Glui^I-ud■dtn, gnvndsou 
of Asif Jahj to the high office of Coinmaiider-ia-Chiiif. TbeEuiienw 
result of the mea&ufe was a civil wur, but tlie tiwrir conaeuted 
to mako peace. The Emperor now, disgusted with the orregance 
of Gbriri-ud'diu, plotted igoiust biiu, but wai depejed, lakcji 
prisoner and deprived of bis sight. 

A* nd-dfi), son of Jdlumdar Sbdh. and graiulsoa of B.ibifdur AUmjitr it 
Shdh (Shdh Alniu I.), wjw proclaimed Einpernr, under the title 
of Alamgir II, with Ghazi-ud-diu, as iiwsiv. Sahinr Juiig died 
frioii after this revolution^ and was succeeded in tho Vicetoyaltj 
of Oudh by Shaju-ud-dflulli, 

During the third invasion of Ahiund Shah Uid iinf, that Thin! 
conqueror, after caarching to Delhi, rent an e.vpeaiiien to Agra AhmiSfs^il. 
and hlathrii under his iw(riV Sbrili Wall KbiLu, who laid siege 
to Agm. Surdar Jabiki Khun, OQG of tliB prill L i pal lieu team] ts 
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of the Diintjii sotcrtijpi, tit tho some time flcnt to levy 

pontrilHilloiie fiom the oml tie laid siege to one of the ittit 

fortsL Fizil Khan, the Mughal Governor of Agrn, defended the 
oity with great valour; but the Biimmer season wns far odvanct'd 
ami, mortaUty breaking out among the Darani troopa, Sbdh 
Wall Kbdn was compelled to retire. 

The invaders indemnified thcaiaelves by suddenly falling on 
the neighbounog city of Mnthra, which they plundered at a 
religions festival, putting the helpless votaries to the sword with¬ 
out distinction of age or ses. After these transactions, the dikfctfi 
directed his steps to his ow'b native dominions.* 

Ahmad Shah Abdnli, on retiring from the coiintry, had 
appointed Nnjib-ud-daula, a Bohilla nohleman of ability and 
character, to be Comniander-in-Cblef of the imperial forces, 
excited the jealoney of Ghazi-ud-dio, who called the Marathaa 
laite ^ under Mulhar Bao U^lkar to bis aid against the Emperor. 
Df Aginfart. Kajib-ud-daida retired to bis own country about Sabaranpur. 

The royal fort of Delhi was taken lifter a month b siege; the 
Emperor opeood the gates and received Ghazi-ud-din as his 
itia^V. It waa at this time that a Maratha Ooveroor took ebargo 
of the Agra fort 

aiiuiicT^ Ghari-nd-din, the laaiir, now plotted against the Emperor, 
flhut-Tid-dtOj aDd had him by a savtige Uzbet, aa Uq alignteii 

‘ ^ from hia palaoqiiiii io pay hia resp^eta to a hfirniit of peculmr 

sanctity, who, it was given out, bad taken tip his abode in the 
ruined fort of Ferozabad, near Delhi, and to coosiilt whom the 
harmless devotee had repaired thilher, 

^hiJi Ai>m AU CJohar, son of tlio deceased Emperor, wa.s raised to the 
17 ^. ** * throne, by the title of Sli^h Alum II. The power of tho 
Marathos bad now reached its aoaith, their frontier estending 
on the north to the Indus and Hiroakyas, and on the south 
nearly to the eatreinily of the PenintulQ, + But a fatal blow 
was inflicted on them by the Abdali Ahmad Sbilh iii the famous 
battle of Phnipat, fought In January 17C1. Najib-nd-dauk, 


" Tlif* or Athiiktl Kfli iiu. 
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wliu bad bc!£U ap|ioiiitird to tliQ cldef lajlitivry CL»iiiij]aikJ by l!»a 
Abduli tnuuaj'cb, goveroed the aftuirs of the diviDdteJ Empire 
vrifcb vigour and ancces?^ Tfie Maralba calJectors Tfcre expelled 
from thedistrictj^ of the Doab, and Agra admiiteJ a Jit ganisoiL* 

Sar&j Mol^ who hmi rehi forced llie Marathi Peshwa wlik a 
contingeut of 80^000 Jats^ availing Iriin^elf of the lilarutha 
dblaster at Fanlpat^ took an early opportunity of dispkeiiig the 
Mamtba Governor oC the ]in|>ortant fort of Agra^ wldeh woe 
gavrisoned by tbo Jat troops. Tlie Chief was at lliis time 
jiiiiied by (he uolorioua Walter fieinhardt (SamraJj who had left " 
his late protcebr^ the NaTvab Wazir of Dinlh^ at the bead of a 
battalion of troops and some artillery, IL was during the capture 
of the ci(y by the tibat the a>ionre(s on the gate^ of 

Sukandra are stated to have been blovrn away i the Dnuour and 
bunks gf Akbarp said to have been deposited in that mausoleum 
as a sacred eimoBityp removed^ and the niamve silver doors of 
the celebrated Tajj said to have cost over a kkh of nipee$) ** 
taken away. 


Most ilities soon after couimeueed between Surnj Ualand the o . 

bUf^l 31 HJ Jliti 

Mugliak 8iii'Aj Mai was killed in a battle near ShalidarUp six 
miles from ^hdliL Hia head woa bome on a borsenian's lnncc as 
Ibe ^tandjiril of the Mughal army* He was sueoeeded by bia sou, 

Jawahir Singhp who took np hh abode at Agra. \vherL\not long 
aFterwards, he w as tu ordered^p it k i^aid, at the iuetigation of the 
Riiji of Jeypur. ^ 

While at Agru^ Jawuhir bbigU had once the anrogauL-e lo take Fumr^jaLhe 
hk seat on Ibe black marble throne of Jahangir on which, so 
the story goes, a lung fissuTe was caused ia the middle of the 
stone. 


The power of llie Jdt was at Ihis time at ite lieighL 
Tliiiir capital was at Bharlpur, and their territory extended from 
AI war on north-west to Agm on $oulh*weBl. The whole of this ^ 

country was governed by Banjit Singbj the surviving ison of Sumj 

Mai. 


* Tbe Mu^Lid Kinphvp b; Kcenc^. £d« ot pp Tl. 
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TLe MArntlkM The MamtluLS its-ttppffyreJ anJ occupied the whole Doab id 
A¥^ 1770. In 177^ tln*y seut a foree [ruiii AgTs, whkb,joiuing xvith ibe 

Bhortptir fotced the iinperloligta to retreat towords DclhL 

But Kra Hi- The murntlm forces having re tire J soulhwardii In 1T73» iu 
UTiIiM *^*COD£04pieDCo of tlie death of Udjllio Hdo Peshwi^ Mirza Nujaf 
Khin resaioed hh office as Miolster at Dellih and, asaabteJ by 
ShnjA-uJ-dauk, the Wazir of Oudhj espelted tbeir gnrrisoa 
from Agra and the proTinccs still pog^e^eJ by ibe Eioperor * 

TTicJHts recovered Agta, but only to bo BDally expelled by 
the Diioiflter in ] iJJf. The impeiial minister wrested from tbcni 
the fort of Agra and ocenpicd it with a garrison of his owp, under 
R Mtiglial officer, MuhacuEoad Beg of llLitimdiiD^ w^hohold tbc post 
of Governor of Agra for the next tco yetvns. S-ijaf Khdu cou- 
iTnued to live in Agra in viceregal gtatCi surtauuded by his foithfal 
Jhigbalfl aud Persian s. Kig ebiof fiabordx nates we fa Satunij 
Kajaf Kulij his .'idopted son, n Hindu convert, Uuhainmad Beg 
of Hamadand Mirza ShoB^ the ministers nepheAv. 

Satorudicd at Agra on 4lh May 1778* and Uitm NnjQf Kbsiu 
Pclhi^ wlierc be Lad beeu called by the facile tnonckreb, Slmhr 
Alam, on 20tb April 1785. The Mtraa bnd bold the direct civil 
ndmiiiiatration^ with tlie receipt of eurplns revenueH of the Pro¬ 
vince of Agra and the Jdt territuma, fur a eoimlderable period. 

A death of the rniDkter^ Afraajab KhJti, a uear relmtton 

of the deceased^ was elected niEnister, with |lic title of A 
Vmera^ or the Fferakr noble. 

A eon Lest now arose nTnong the soTvivors of the deceased 
minister uud re±uUed in n tragedy as shocking as it was Larborons. 
On 23rJ SEptember nSUp MinaSbafi, nephew of the dcoeased 
iDiDister^ who was Ibea at Agra* was refused admittance into the 
palace na be returned aflvr an excomotL Snspeeting Afrasyab 
Khdn as the antbor of tJie tifiTOiit, the Mirza assumed a ln>stile 
attitude towards him. A meeting was aubaeiiueutty orroDged 
betwecD the Mirzn and Muhammad Beg of Hamadau iu the open 
flir in front of tie Delhi Gate of the fort, with the avowed abject 
of AcUliog the dispute amicabty* As the elephants on which the 
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tiro uobIciueD trerc seated drew near to each other, llm Mvrza 
itrelched forlli Uia Land for gfeetiiig,wlierciipoo Muhammad Beg. 
at once seizing luu piatol, iireil at him below the arm and shot him 
dead. Some aay, according to an aecauot fumbhed by Prince 
Jawiu Bakht, eldest son of the Empetnr, that the perpetrator of 
the crime Was an attendant who occupied the back Ecnit of the 
taathh, probably Ismail Beg, nepbew of the Unmadan. 

In 1734 the confederate armies of the Mughala and Madhoji 
Sindhia marched to Agra to piiiibh the refractory governor Aitr*. ITSA 
Miihaiumad Beg. 

Tlie Emperor signifiedhb wish to proceed to Agra in person, 
blit be was dissuaded from carrying out lib purpose by Niijfb-ud> 
dank, the Finance Minbtef, In November 1781, the Premier 
A fntsynh KhAn was assafcsinated by Zemd-abi'din, the brother 
of Miraa Shofi, who thus avenged lib brother’s death. 

Hb death facilitated affiurs and the party he had created lost 
spirit. Muhimimad Beg, being deserted by his troops, threw 
himself on the mercy of SimJhia. The fort of Agra surrendered «“■ 

on 27tb March 1785, and property of Afrasyob Khan to the value 
of a crorc of rupees fell iotu the conr^ueror s Lands. The power 
of Siudhk now reigned supreme in Hmdusldo. 

lu 1787 a battle was fought between the Maralhas under Sindhia 
and the RAjpnts under the confederates Baja I’artap Sitigh of «"j!•«»•» t^»7- 
Jeypur. Kajac Singh of Jodhpur, tlic KAuaof Odeypur and other 
minor Chiefs of MewAr, On the side of tli® Marathas were 
Ainbrlji logia, AppA Ebnudi and General M. do Boigne. 
Muhatnuiad Hog, with his nephew, Isniail Beg, a desperate leader, 
was at the heud of the Mughal horse on the side of " the 
confederate Chicb. The batll* took place at Lai Soli, in Jcypui? 
tenitory, Miihamuiad Beg wes killed, but the Marathas were 
wonited and fell back upon AI war. Ismail Beg proceeded to itiiicd iu 
Agra with l,i>00 horse, four battalions and bix guns. On this 
Sindhia mado terms with Raiijit Singh, the RAjA of the JAts, 
and fiLroogly reinforced the fort of Agra, the garrison of which 
was placed under the comnituid of Lakwa DdJa, one of hb best 
gcnernTs.* 


* Keene, p. l-Vt 
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To^pjcLi LHfe end iif the raiiij season of 1787, anoUitt per¬ 
sonage appeared on the scene, Tliia viaa OhoMm KiLdir. 
of Zjibh^ Khibkj a Kohl I la Chief, who aspired to the dkgulty q{ 
Premier Noble at ibe Court of DelLL Utnjeif the giifao of 
religioii, he made a Tioleot aUempt to revise the Musalimlu 
cau^ej and he was aided in hia attempt hy li^inail Beg. The 
Emperor, who hud htlherto supported the cauae of the ilerathaa, 
was, about thia time, kuown to be id private cnirespaDdence 
with the Kajptit Chiefs, who ^horllj after inflicted another 
heavy defeat on the Momtlias. Du this Sindhia w^as compelled 
to fall back on Gwalior, lenviug hia army^ under Lakwu Bddii, 
shut up in the fort of Agra, which wm closely besieged by 
IsDiail Beg. FaUowiiig these transaclIoDs, Gholdm Eodir was, 
through his principal adherents, introduced to Stidh Alani^ who 
Invested him with the dignity of the Premier Noblci Amfr~^d* 
f7>n£rajHia Maje&ty hi If binding the Jewelled fillet on hla head, 

Oholam EaJir then proceeded ta effect a JuncliaD betw'cen hii 
foreea and those of Ismail before Agm, and the aiege contianed 
for some months. WldJe these opemtiose were going od^ news 
reached Agra, at the end of the cold season of 1787-8S, of 
l^ndhiA havlijg crossedjthe Cbambal with large reinforcements 
from the Deccan, Ismail Beg aud Oholam Eddir forthwith 
raised the siege of Agm and marched to meet the advancing 
Marat ha army. A fierce battle took place near Fatehpur Sikrt 
on the Bhartpur road, on the tlth April, 17SA, in which the 
Maratbjis under Rdud Ehan were defeated and withdrew to 
Bbaitpiir under cover of night. Gholam Eadir then moved 
northward, while Ismail Beg renewed the siege of Agra, 

Enticed by a handgome na^ar and the presentation of the 
golden key of the fort of Ajmere by an embatay of the RAjput 
RajAs from Jodhpur, the imbecile Shah Alaro took active steps 
against Sindbia and his owo niiDister. He appointed Mir^a 
JawAn Bnkht tittalar Qoveroor of Agra. That Prince, with 
the aid of Ismail Beg. made strenneua efforta to take posaes-- 
sioD of the fort and Lho province. His ottempts failed^ aiid» 
narrowly escaping an attack made on liis life by Gholim RAdir^ 
he fled to Bcnafcs, in BritUh territory, where be died of a 
broken hcarti iu lilWli 


RHaH AlJkM M- 


Ukwft DjJ W. Ihe Mfttiltiul ficnoral. fltill LeW mil iti llic 
foit *r AgriL BAiiA SvMu having juiucd Sbdbia <*d llie Chambal 
with a fresh coatingeut from the Deccan, Siadhla, thus reinforcerl, 
oece more roofetl to the relief of hi3 GeneiaU The chaise on 
tlis oceaaion was nmde from the eastward, and woa met by 
Ismail Beg with a furious cavalry charge. Before, however, 

Gholfitn Kadif could crow the Jumna and effect a junction with 
the Mughal, the Maratha infantry and cavalry under Gen oral de 
Boigne had repulsed the Muhamiuadati troops. lauioil Beg was 
Bcverelj wounded in the acdou and lied, fording the swollen 
stream (June I7S8X 

The confederates, Ghuldm Kifdir and Ismail Beg, now collected Tnukncttnni 
their scattered troops at ShAbdrua, wear Delhi—the scene, it may “ *" 
be recollected, of Siinij Mai’s fall. 

GhulAm Kdiir negotiated with Shah Alam to throw off 
Sindhia’fl yoke, and, the Emperor hesitating to act ou Kla advice, 
the desperate roan, dropping all disguise, opened fire on the palace 
of Delhi Uddhoji Siudhia wnt small reinforcemciits which wero 
of no avail and the con federates took po^ssion of Delhi The 
Emperor was deposed and blinded {10th August, 1888), 

March fellow log the hlaratha put Ghnldro KAdir to death, and in 
1792 Ismail Beg was sent into confinement at Agra, where be 
remained till his death, which occurred the same year. ITSS, 

Tho MaratUa Governor having rebelled in 1799* tho fort was ji,^ Uu<ithA 
captured by General Perron, in the employ of Siudhia, after a * 

aiego of nearly two months, JoTm Hessing, a Dutch Oilicer, 
was commandant of Agra for some years; he died in the fort in 

1803.* 

By tho decisive victory of Uth September 1803, gained by A|*jn 
General (afterwards Lord) Lake, tlie British bceome Masters of 
Delhi On the meuiorablo 14th Septembar, the British Army 
under that hero crossed the Jumna and entered Ddhl rho 
unhappy blind old King, Shah Alam. waa liberated from 
enwfiwement and hia freedom au J. dignity were restored. On .,4th 1 ,^ 

September, General Lake, with his army, left Delhi for Agra. BritW.. !>*«, 


* For mi Dcwnnt fif hrt tomli stt Chsil’tn' Sis 
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Arriving at Agm on 4tli October^ he oiicaniii^jJ ■iiiLfain long 
{rannoli of the fort Tho Agra gart jaciD at diiii liinc consiKteil 

of 4^500 figlitiog ineii itnJer the uomiiial eoruio^mj of ihe Datob 
OfScEt, Jnhn HeaBiag, anil othor French nijd Eurcipean advau- 
turere, about sli ia nLimber; but tlio trfn>p?, dlstrui^iiiig ihem, 
]iail miitmied and put them la oanfmohYeDt In addition tothia 
forea, there wera statioued under the wnlh of the (vti tbroo 
battalions of tha troops lliat liad been defeated at Delhi, and 
four battalloria of Perron s, fifth brigade, jn^t arrived from the 
l>e<K?an, under the eomioand of Major Browurigg, with 26 pieces 
of cannon. The garrison had refLised them .admittanee^ because 
thero TSQ^ a treasure of 25 laklia of rupees within tha fort, the 
result ofnpoliatioa of iho counby, and it was feared thub if thfry 
were aduiUted, the spoil would have to be divideJ with thenL 
The troops there fore oecnpiod the city and the glacis. B§?iJoft 
those, twtdve battalions of regular troops took up position in the 
rear of the besieging arrays on Ehe Ddlbl roaj^ with the vieiv, in 
the event of the siege being protracted, of EaTiiig the imperial city. 

The confuaiiriate Biitish Goueral, ohaerring tbo state of 
afiairni resolved, with bia u^aai ODergy and detcimiuaiiuni Co 
move agniiist the troops located outside the fort^ before coai- 
luenciJig tlie aiege^ so as to dislodge them from the eity and 
the glacis^ Aeeerdingly^ on the laoruiug of lOth October, ha 
detached two battalions of Salive lufauLry^ under ‘Crigadier- 
(leneral Clarke, to atiaek the one battalion^ iindor Colonel 
ATColbugh^ to attack the enemy to the west of the fort ^ and 
anotber battalion, under Captaiu Worsley^ to attnek them on the 
Bontlicrn side^ The euetny mndo a sharp and obstinate lesistoneEi 
which lasted for sotue da)^, but they were at length drreateJ 
and dislodged from their position. The loss on the side of the 
British was 213 men kiUEd and wounded; the enemy lost tKJO. 
All their giias, 20 m nurtiher, were captured. The defeat 
so much diirpiiitcd the enemy that, two days after, g,500 of 
them surrendered to the British Geneml, on condition that 
they ahotild bo taken in the service of the British Govcriinieul 
on the same salarleG aa in Bindhuis e^ervice. 

The city being ocenpieJ, the Britk^h General cominenccii 
in earnest the siege operaliona ogams t the foit. A prombcuous 
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(ire wfl 3 opened from the batteries on lilth April j but tho 
next day the garrison aiied for terma of capitulation. After some 
discussion, the terms were agreed to, and the fort was ocenpied 
by the British on tlio IHth. By this victory 25 lakhs of 
rupees that were hoardiid in the fort, and 162 pieces of 
canuon, fell into the hnnds of the cooquerorR Among the latter 
was a great brass gun, wliieb was celebrated in historj as 
the great gnu of Agra. The Goveroor-General intended to send 
it to England, as a trophy, to bo presented to King George 
III. and tbe gnn was embarked on a country boat,but it sank into 
the deep torrent of the Jumna and never afterwards emerged 

The newlyH»nq«ered District of Agra waa placed 
a Collector in ISOS. The head-quartem ofGoverameut for the i*w. 
elded and conquered provinces wore Used at FirokhSbad under 
a Board of CommisfiloTiors, to which the CoUectorate of Agra 
was made auborditiate. Under the renewed Charter of the 
Bust India Company, in 1S33, the first Lieutenant-aavoroar* 
ship ill India fur the North-Western Proviucea was eonsUtuted 
at Agra, in 1S33. The first Lioutenant-Goveroor of Agra was 
Sir Charles Uetcalfe, and Agra coutimied to be the raipilal 
of the North-Western Frovincea for a period of twenty-two years. 

In 18S8 a great famine raged in the North-Western Provinces T1>eB.t.ulri 
and llio Tunjab, nnd it was lu that yoar that the Cbristinu 
tnissiunaries establUbed the charitable iastitnlion known as tbo 
Salcandrd Orphanage. 

Under the strong and prosperous rule of Great Britain, the 
Duuals of Agra call for no special notice until the Sepoy War 
of iSoT, The Agra Presidencyi as then constituted, m>diprlsed 
the District of Delhi, and the news of the Mutiny was flashed 
to Agra frotu Meerut, wliich was one of its sabordmato Cul- 
lectomies. From Agra, as the sent of Government, intelligence 
of the great crisis was comaiunicfited to Lord Canning, the 
Governor-Genera], who received it with the Utmost composure 
and proceeded to concert measures to restore order b the country. 

The niUug Lieuteuaiit-Oovernof was Mr. John Russell, one of 
the ablest and most coiiEcicatious Civilians in the countiy, who 
stood high in public estiinatioc. 
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AlAriuipg ■t>f iiiPtiujp Laving be^n rcceiv^i^J 

Ciin'iipur aad Firokbdbtfd, it c^ouu^^it af the principal Ohii pud 
^lilitjir)^ oflicera oF tlifl atptiop wiia li&M pfc Agrp, pnd it iroa 
r^eolved to ri^move all the Ghri^lipn Ihrniliea iato ike fLij'L Qu 
Ike Diorningof the ^Ist Majj, the native r^^gLmepta of ike ptaee 
wero di^-EtfuieA Early la July, the iputineera who haJ rei'oUod in 
Kittmch and NaairibmJ advauoed towards Agra, Their atreogth 
eonmted of 4^000 luraDti'jt IjSOO cavalry and IL guus. Brigadier 
Pghvkeie, at the Lead of a siuall foree^ moved to inoeS theoig 
and a kriiik engage luent took place at Sacheta in ike auUnrh^ 
of the city, in wkick the Biitkk troops were compelled to 
retreat. The mob of Ike city, taking advantage of tke tuinnlfc 
ihat followedp rose at once, plundered the city and killed a num¬ 
ber of Europeans. Bungalows were Jired oiid puklio offices 
burnt and deatroyed ;aadp on the Gcb dulji the chief native police 
officer proclaimed the OovornmeTiit of the Delhi Emperor, The 
ninliqectai bonever,: did not eater the oity, bEit proceeded to-^ 
wards Delhi, to j'fiu their comradea there. The Lieutenant^ 
Governor eueentnbod to the oonipiaiat of wkinh he had been long 
ailing^ and fab remains were interred in front of the Dewati-i-Am. 
The British Officers remained shut up la the fort far three 
months, though occasional asaanlU were nmde against the muti¬ 
neers from various pointa 

On the fall of Dolhi^ in Seplemherj the fugitives from that 
city, together with tho rebels from Central Indiap advanced to¬ 
wards Agra, About the same time Colonel Oreathead's coUimn 
arrived from Delhi in time to engage the mutineeti, who. after 
a short contest, were utterly routed^ and broke up and fled precipi^ 
taloty* Order was restored in the city and tho aubTirbs, In October 
following, the troops nnder Major Cotton Iiiflicled a heavy defeat on 
the rcmiiautsef the rebel fugitives from Futebpqr Sikri, and peace 
was completely restored ihrougkout the District. 

Since the days af the hfutiny, Agra has developed into a 
great Indmn city and bos become the centre of the Railway 
system lu Upper Indun In ISfil a great fainiao raged in the 
Agra District la lSG7p the first Industrial EiLkibitiot] was held 
in Agra, in which the tn an ufae lured iodELstries and natural pro* 
ducts of ttio Dbtriot were Im^efy displayed. 
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Tho bead-qnerters of the N.-W.P. goverauient were reinDvcd 
from Agra to AUtUidbilJ twheoco they had beeu removed in 1835) 
iu 1808,. ftbd tlie High Court, id turn, changed ita fienL from law. 

Agra to Allfthabiy ia 4lay 18U9. Since that time Agra has 
dwindled donti to the positiou of n provincial town, being the 
bead-quarters of a Division and a District j neverthelci?, it 
retains its fam e aa one of the finest cities of the East- 

Diirini' the cold weather of IS SO, Lord Cnnniiig made Iiis Vi»it^af Lonl 

^ , 111 iiAnnm;?^ 

Vicertgal tour tlirougli the Northsm Profinces, ahu at Agra laoo, 
he received the homage of the loval Chiefe of REijpataDa niid 
Central ludiOj to whom Hij Esoolloocy nnpounced the rewards 
they were to receive for tbeb conspicoons acrvices during the 
Hdtiny. 

Lord Elgin/ Her Mnjeaty’s Plcnipotcotiary in China, who 
hmi brought the transaciioas there to a successful close, Bucceeded 
Loid Cautiijig oa Govemor-GDncral nf India in Marcli 138i. 

In the winter nf 1883, Hia Lordship held a public reception 
of the Chiefs of Kajputana and Central India at Agra, os hud 
been done before him by his prodeceasor. It was a moat magni¬ 
ficent spectacle in which the nobility and gentry of Agra and the 
surroundiug country assembled to do lioinago to the representative 
of ibeir sovereign. It was from Agra that he set out on hie 
Journey to tile Himalayas, where, to the great grief of the 
country, he died. 

Sir (afterwards Lord) John Lawrence, as Governot-Generd, 
held his great darbar at Agra iu November 1803, It was, in certain 
of its aspects, tnoroimposing than the darbar he had shortly before 
held at Lahore and of equally hiatoHc signlfieoDce. lighty-fmir 
of the Chiefs of Eajputaim and Biindelkhand responded to his 
Summons. There were altogether SoO CUiefe and native gentle¬ 
men, and fidlj 1,00,000 people assembled in and around 
Agra to witness the scene. At the head of tho assembled 
Princes was the Chief of ono of the two great Manitba hoHscs, 
hlahdiAja Sindliio. Neat to him were Jodhpur and Jeypur, two 
of the oldest Rajput families, and the famoaa Begum of BhopAL 

• fly M [ortniulo rircttmiUnvii, Mb wni at the yrertiit nunuect, hnltl* tlie 

utficc o! VlMnif of Iniia. 
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At tbe mveBtitare Datbar the SJAhdrriijTl^ of Jodhpur and Eaitiidi 
heriame Knighta Grand Cross of the Star of India. The Mahdatijd 
of KaranU had stood cotispicnQi.Mlj lojal during the Mutiny and 
fought the mntiDocTs. The Mahinijd orBalmtnpur had sured 
the lii-ea of Sir Chnrles Wingfield and others in Oudh, and the 
IWJd of Motif Mow hnddode the Hame for Ike fugUiros from 
Cawnpgr* They rcocivoil thoir reapectire orders Iroiii Sir John 
Lairrence^ trhoin a short speooh warmly recorded the set vires of 
each. 

For the firet time in the annals of Britlfb AdroiabtiBrioD in 
India, did a Eritieh Viceroy nddre^ the chiefo and gentry present 
in the Inngoage of the pcnpio* His Eieellencj'B Urdu speech 
was a model of its kind. Simple iu its cliaracter, frank and 
patemalj phikiithrophic and eomeat. It produced a profound 
impression on hia hearers and tvas listenett to with an absorbed 
attention. After biddii^g all who had assembled a hearty welcome 
to the fouious city I ^'renowned for its Bpkndid Taj, and above 
nil as Laving been, in former dajSj the seat of the goremmeat 
of the great Emperor, from whom it derived itstianin Akhani- 
bid," Sir John Lawrence said: — 

“Great tneOj when Uviog, often receivis praUe from their 
friends and adherents for virtues which they do not possesi^, and 
it is only a^er this Lifo is eoded that the real truth h told 
Of nil kune that euch men con atqniro, that alone is worth 
having which is accorded to a just and bcncGcient ruler,” The 
speech of Sir John is full of syin pathetic advice and admoniriou. 

The aaniea of conquerors and heroes*^’ be laid, ** are forgotten \ 
but those of viftuouB and wise Chiefo live for ever," The days 
of war and rnpine had passed away from Hlndustiin never to 
return. The time mnst have been wiLhiii the recollection **t 
some of the Chiefa pT^ent^aud all muat hare heard of it^ when 
neither tho palace of theinlcr, nor theootUgo of the peasant noi' 
the most sacied edifices of Hindu or Uuhmnmadnii werrsafe 
from the hands of the plunderer and dcatrojer. In thoae days 
whole provinces were one scene of devastaiion and misery; and 
iu wt tracts of country Marcely the light of a lamp was to 
be seen In a single village. English rule Iu India has put au 
end to all this. No longer is the country a waste and a 
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wildemeM. It is naw^ to a great c*leut. »)verea with populous 
villagcaaod rich with coUivorion, while the iuhabitauta Uve m 
comparative safety under the shade of the English power- Sir 
JohnailTised the Chiefs to tefraiu from irasting their lime in 
disputes with their neighbours, in quarrels with their feudatories, 
and in bUH less salisfikclorj waja If a Chief neglected his 
own proper duty, the tare of his estate, how could he expect that 
a deputy would perform it for him? Good laws and well-selected 
officials, carefully atipen'ised, were necessary to ensure good 
goveniinent. An efficient police and » well-manoged revenue 
were equally desirable, so that peoplo might live in safely and 
enjpvy the fruits of their indusliy. Schools for the education of 
the jonng and hospitals for the cure of the sick fihonld alw be 
establbhctl The British Govemnient, eaid the riceioy, would 
honour that Chief most who eiceUed iu the good roauagemeut of 
Ilia conn try. 

The speech of Sir John Lawrence laid do we, in short, the 
theory of goverament, and will ever stand high in the estioiatioii 
of Ibfi people as a specimen of impcrml eloquence- 

III 1870, Agra was hontnired with n visit by Bis Royal ^ 
Bighucss Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, second son of Her 
Iruperinl Majesty Queen Victoria Empress of India, and wbs 
received with every demonsIration of loyal welcome mid rejoicing. 

In January 1&76, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales t''" 

graced Akhar’s capital with a visit, and a tnosl cordial and IVId*, iSTt ’ 
spkudid reception was accorded to him. Ou 26tb January, 
ho received the respects of fourteen Chiefs. First came the 
Maharao Riijd of Bnndi, a noted hirater, a 6ue specimen of 
a Rdjput. The Prince won hia heart by remarking that “he 
heara the Maharao had attended a DarbAr held hj Lord Willism 
Bentinck, and hnd witched him by noble deeds of horsemanship. ’ 

After him come tha ItAjd of Bikanier. lord of the desert; then 
the MahdrajA of tiishengarb, whose Chief, the Prince was glad 
to hem, had devoted himself to works of irrigation and had 
executed tanks and other public works of great «t lity. Then 
e«n,c the MaliotAjd of Bhartpur. After Cbartpnr. tho chief t> 

Alwar paid his respects. Then came in succesrioo the Nawab of 
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^ the Raua of Dholpntj the Mahonija of Orcha^ n hitoteratiil 
a fiportsman^ the Kawab of Rampufj. a poet aad literary niao^ 
irhotn the Prince invested Tvith the iDaigoia n£ G.C.SrI. i the 
Bao Mabcmija of Datia ; the Mnbaraja of Chikari \ the Ilflja of 
Tehri i the iiaharojiv of Sbalpura; and ihe Jagiidar of Alipufa. 
The Prioce I lie neat day honoured iheEe Chiefs with return 
visits. A Civil Service Ball tths □rgatiized by Sir John Stmehey^ 
the ruling Lieutenant-Qavernorj mid, after briUtmit feativUies 
and e^coraiona to Sakantlrd and fatebpiir Sibrij His Royal 
Higbueas proceeded to Dholpur, 

Ait™ WAter VVater Work a were opened with great cereraoiij by 

WmkM, lim Loj.^ Lanadowne in December^ 1S9Q, 


la October lS9o, Ills Escelkncy Lord Elgin * Yioeroy and 
v^lo^A^"! Govemor-Genernl of India, paid a vinit to Agra, The Munici* 
pal Corporation presented Hia Escodeuey with an uJJrssa of 
wticome, in ivhich they dwelt on the happy coincidance that rids 
was not the first time Agra hs^d been visited by a metnb^r of 
the illnstrloua Elgin fimily^ for same of the Mkiufcipality could 
T^ia^^nin-j'aiiieta’b^it when Lord Elgin'a fiitlier, with an iinposiog iniUtArj 
escort^ rode acrosa the psutoon bridge in February 1853 to 
preside at a Darbar. Great changes had occurred since tlien* 
Agra will then the termmua ol' tbo K L Rallw^ly, and 
the late Lord Elgin, when he leHi for the hitle, cautiniied his 
journey on horseback- Now three Uae$ cf railw'ay were 
united under the roof of the raihvny statioDj end a aurvey 
for a fourih line from Mathra had lately beea completed by the 
Bombay^ Baroda and Central India Raihvay. Since 1S63 
populalian bad immenBcIy increased, new hospitals opened^ atid 
vast progress made in odiicadon and aaniration. Referring to 
the relations between Uic religioua sectlona of the native coui- 
munity which bad been aUaioed and formed ibe subject of a 
ppceeb by Lord LanEniowno when a Ticeroy last visited Agm, the 
CorporaUon remarked Lhat| thanks to die energy aud deciiton of 
tho&c rcipoD^ible fer the public rafetyi siideii by the good sense 
of the bulk of the iuhiibitanti* no overt acts of hostility bad taken 
place^ aud the fecUog on both sides was more pacific Lhan before. 
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Hid Excclkocy replied as follows i 

" Gentlemen of the Mutikipal Committee of Agt^—I have to 
thank you for the address whinbyou have presented to me, and 
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for tlie tornis in wliich you have been p1en$ed to ei press your 
welcome. They ore well calcnlatcd to rouse anew memories wbieli, 
tiioiigh 33 years ago I wa^ fur away a boy at ichool in Engluml, 

1 trust 1 may almost clnim to obore with you, and geutlemeu, 1 
DiOj also soy thnt if the changes uLicIi 30 yearn have brought 
about and to which you have drawn ro}' attention are such that 
you cimld seorcelj have foreseen them, still less could 1 iiuagiue 
theu that I should ever came here as uiy father did to study 
questions that are of interest to this great city, aud to enjoy 
those unrivalled sights which have given it n worldwide renown. 
Gcotlemc-n. I rejoice to ohserve that the reeaid, which you nm 
able to submit, is one of progress. It may be that taten by itself 
an imrease of 20 per cent, in tlia popnladon might not ,perha|K, 
necessarily denote prosperity. It is no light matter to find food 
for 20,000 or 30,000 more months, or enipbyincut for so many 
extra hands, but ihe other facts of this cose give a suflicient and 
a satisfoctory explanalioo. It was one of the chief objects of 
my father's journey, in 1S63, to examine the prognesaof the rail¬ 
way which woB then about to complete communicalkm between 
Ihb city and Calentta. Nothing has in the last 30 years, nothing 
in my opinion will have in the next 30 year?, so materialty 
affecled and improved the condition of the people of the Indian 
Empire as the exteosion of its rniln-nys, and in respect of railways 
you are able to boast of great if not exceptional good fortuaa Al¬ 
ready 30 years ago yon had tasted the first fruits of railway com¬ 
munication. Now I suppose there are few cilica io India that 
iu this respect could compete with you. I am well aware that 
there is another side to this picture, and you have not omitted it 
from your retrospect. Increasing population and increasing 
prosperity must always bring increasing responaihililies to those 
who, like you, gentlemeo, are charged with the duty of provuling 
for Lbe health of the community. I know also well the anxieties 
that arise when we see clearly the iinportimce of taking certain 
steps and carrying out special works, and the means and 
expenses are not so obvious. I am glad to see that you 
frankly admit what I believe to be the case, that the 
Oorersment of India bos dealt wUh municipal bodies in this 
matter in a liberal spirit, and also that you recognise that the 
extent to which assistance can fiurly he claimed must be detet^ 
mined by the state of lbe impciiul excbe<|uer. 1 need not re* 
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mind you ns men of bnsipeaa iKat, when wo fp&ak of the state 
of the imperial exdiequerp that does not imply merely coonting 
the cash which may at any ttioment he ia the treasury, hut that 
wfl hare to look to other conflid^^mtidiia and particaloriy to weigh 
cote rally the dimauds that bare been made upon the general 
ta^-pajen Uu fortunately during the Last two years the Govern meat 
of India has had to make tnereascd demanda upon the general 
tax-payers and wc have just seen in the last few hours how that 
Eonsitive iufitrumeiit, the money murket, upon which the com'< 
inerdal transaclions of meu depend, may suddenly upset the b&st 
calculations. Therefore, although 1 do not differ from the opmlon 
eipressed elsewhere that the Boaneial prospects of the Govern- 
meut ore briglitcningk 1 ahould be holding out fal^ hopes if I 
ted you to expect at present any material alieration in the ooudi- 
tions, fair and honourable as they have baeo, of the aEsist&uco we 
can offer yoa. Hut, gentlemenj II 1 am obliged to say that^ 1 
hope you will n it toko it as sarcasm If 1 ask you to perseTero in 
your patriotic cffortai I trust fram what yon have said in your 
address that you will bo able to saccc^fully appeal to that 
geneinoiis and patriolk spirit which you toll me has ^curod you 
the support of your leading cttbieria in tlie great causes of educa¬ 
tion and hospital accommodation^ and, perhaps^ I may be allowed 
to say, speaking on behalf of the President of the Lady Uufferia 
Fund, Lady Elgin| that she sincerely rBcogniaea the great efforts 
made here for the bene^t of ludiau women and their medical 
treatmenU Gentleinfin, I feel deeply thankful that it is not 
neeeEsary for me to-day to repeat the sotemn waming of my 
predecessor, to which you Imve alluded iii tho concluding para* 
graph of your address. Yon have given Just credit to the cneigy 
of the local authorilies in feariesely cairring out the policy of 
impartiality, both in tin* tolerance of opinion and the repreeirioii 
of the executive, which Lord Liansdowne proclaimed, and to which 
the Govettiment of India unreservedly adbcreL But I hove equal 
pleasure in joining with you in placing bcEidc the action of the 
executivo as instrunieiitAl in the cause of peace the good 5^0 $e of 
the people;, and I would odd the efforts madq in vaiiotis pirta of 
thecenntry by leading niEmbcr?of varinusphu^e^ of rcitgtous 
ihoughij. by wham 1 gratefully ock now lodge that much bos been 
done to promola good will amj remova lh« causes of strife. I 
trust they will never forget, hut rather increasingly appreciate 
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how much of the reitpotusibiUlj lies with tlieim, as you wo 
kind eijougli to wifili, 1 should be In a position n^io to rieit 
Agm. I cttii hope for pa thing bet tej- thftu to bo able U* refer to the 
growth and dovelapmeJit of this spirit of conoilmtioD wliieh it 
ia t(iG conataLit doiiro of ra iny who love ludm beat to fuater.” 

At Doon the same day (2^th October) His KiOoUeDej 
Dei vet! furiiicil visits fro Eu the Mnborpja of KamuU, tbe ^ghariijn 
Rana of Dhoulpurniid the Nawabof Rampiir* With the exceplioo 
of Ihe Uahnmja of Karan lb who spoke in tlipdiistimi, coil verna¬ 
tion was carried on in Knglish. The Viceroy vieited Fattelipnr 
Sikri ami Akbar’s toinb at Sikandra, On the SSth HbEiicfllleiacy 
gnre aiidienoe to the Mnlmrnja of Bhadawar^ the Hoja of Blsip- 
puri, the Raja of Aiva, tho Koja of Pirwa and Seth Laohmati Daa, 
ihc celebrated millionairQ banter of Mathm. The Rnias are the 
deseeodants of oncient Rajput fauulieSj^ thoee of Bhadawnr and 
Awn having rendered gocKl service to the Government iluriug 
the Mnhmtta war and the iiiitiny. 

Tlio Bikaneer Camel CoqrSj the only corps of the kind in 
India, paraded before Hia Excelleney on the morning of SStbc^Aoicl txtnm. 
October. It was WO strong under the command of Th^kur 
Dip Singli^ and ita organization was ndinitted lo every detail to 
be perfect. As it wm driiwn np in line 4i0 yeuds long, its appear- 
nnee struck alt spectators with surprise. An eye witae^ writes 
of it iu the Oiifii nmi J/iiiYtiry Gct^'Ctfe* Ijdiore^^ — II; looked 
most iinposhig^ while the sioariness of tho tnea's tum‘-oiit in 
their neat Kftaki coloured nniforras, with red fikciogs and tha geld 
iim'£a of Rnjpiitann in their tnrbinSt ibe ezcellent couejition 
of the camels, and the remarkable ateadioefis of their movemeiitF, 
cuxnraanded univerBal adniiratiaiL'' llifi Eicellency was pl^iuod 
to ace this niaiueuvring power of corps and coniplinmated 
Thnkur Dip Singh on its geneml appeoninco and smartnesa. 

His Excellency visited the principal arcliitectura] mosiicfe^ata 
nt Agra and left it for Gwalior on the 301 h| carrying wllh lutA very 
pleasant impresHionH of liwfirs* vLrit to Akbnr'arity. 
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THE FORT. 




Ancient The old foit mention cd bj Jnfidngtrj on ij,g 

AkUar built his fort, was conafracted by Salem Sliah 5«j- who 
gave it tlie tmme i?,fcra4rrtiA. The old fort wa, bbwii up during 
the war between Sakaudar aed Ibrahim, and the date of the 
incideut was found in the words Atish-i-Jiddalg^rh (the fire 
of Bddalgarli), which, according to the dljiui rule, giva 
902 A,ii„ equal to 1556 A.D., os the dote. 


furl The moclera fort, a vast and imposing stmetura oa the boiika 

of the river Jumna, built by Akbar in 1571, is emo of the great¬ 
est nrchitectural works of India. It does not all belong to 
Akbar, its founder, the greater part of it having been 
Etmcted by lifo racoessors ; hut, as o triumph of onginwring n,i<] 
ofl one of the best speciidcna of the 3.-110000 ic style ofareLiLec- 

tore, the credit of designing the outlinea is giren to that 
EDipercir, 


The D«llii 
thfl 

larL 


It is a mile and a half in circuit mid ia snrrontided by i 
double wall of ml sandstone, the outer one being about 4( 
feet high from the ground and the inner towering 30 feel 
above the outer, with fianbing defences, numerous turrets and 
crenellated battlements. The stones are joined together and 
foatened to each other by itojt rings which pass llirougli tleni. 
The foundatioa everywhere reaches water Tbe outer ditdi 
and rftjnpftrt that formerly mimmuded the fort, have disappear^ 
ed The inner^moat. 30 feet wide and paved with fm-atone, 
arill exisU Cro«mg by a drawbridge aver tliis moat, wo 
enter the prinmpnl or north, gateway, known as the Delhi 
Gate a m^ve and imposing structure, built of solid inasonrr 
ten foot thick «d flanked by cwo enormous octagonal tower; 
of red sandstone, inlaid with ornamental designs of white marble 
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The Fort (from the river side). 
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Oa the same archway, below the fomier inscriptioo are 
lOBcnbcd the following poems of {be time of Jabiingir 

^ ^ J* i^jsj 

i lijj I ^ jLjJ' jj J 

Ju iif ^ 

|J f Ic JJ ji JJ 

r; 1 j y j jj 

t-jifi l,* * ,ti glj j.; 

0^*1 jj jj iij Ls 

Wl.cn iln, Wng of ,J« ^erM lo.t W. ,e.i ^n'i!,. p.^jnificenl .Lron. 

11i« «r.ronr, frcling ,t,t|f «Jtcsl, imt r«t Di> t\,s Sky. 

ori hM^n tljrougb cacertiT., jny at.irtcht.l foul, it* 

Am) «ct,u,„ed. * U.y tJ.y *„,Lority I«t for c„r' I ^ ’ 

M Xil,*„j („ Ftcceaston 

Hw bp# #t that tfm# JHIrf j,lth jmifae *n,I p«yer. 

^ Rvinff LliflacJ ibc two Bypiof tlw Boetiiy njil, reJ^ot bodkliw, Iia uIeI: 

ar.y OdT Kirt- J#bdB4>ir be tig# tin« of □,« ivorU I' 

Tbe wiiter aoJ corapoaer of tbi# i, Holtooi^d iM«^,ii.*|.Bukn., 


1 /' 
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AGRA^ DESCRIPTIVE, 


tlic colossal toivors h a paisogo roverotl by 
domes, whitrhj rking iijnjestii:ally fstora ucc^cUods of prismaLic 
staUcUte^t gi^e BiiccesaiOLt to a b^utlful raage of biiltdiags 
romprialog alteniato nicljca and s trial I arched opcaiagsj odorneil 
with carvipgB and tnosaica, Siiironndiyg tbcBc edifices is I ho 
The !jiikltK“ Natkar Kham, or R-^yal ItetUeJrum^ ivliicli annnuiicod to the 
populace Oie rnncdonal hours of the Court- Tlia elegant portal 
opens oa a noble cotirtynrd, and the centre of the palace, fed 
by finirauuded by spacious arcadcit, wlikh fotiuorlj acn ed 
m a tiU yard 


The inner gntewfl}^ ou the side of the space between the 
([nay and the fort, is tuuwa as the Ildthi PolfOt Elephant 
gate: Here were placed, in the lime of Akbar, two Rtone ele¬ 
phants of ex^jnisito workmanship^ with their riders Jalmal and 
Fatto in statues of stone repreacutiiig two fiijput heroes 
of Chiltore, whose memory ivaa thus liooeured by tlio politic 
Emperor* 


^ Danii&a Tlie gateway is the Darshan or tbo Gate of Sights 

of William Finch, who vkited Agra in the tim^ of Jahiingir. 
Here the King showed hiiuself every morulng at sunrise to hh 
nobles and Tjh™, who stood oa a hind of soidijld, ond to the 
multitude who assembled beneath tlie window. The eame was 
done each morning by Akbar wlio worshipped the sun at this 
window, the crowd who thronged the plain below worsliippiisg 
Akbnr* Here, later in the luoriiingjie appeared again, to witness 
Cofnbutjf ^ the combals of animals in tlio plain below* He took much delight 
ia fights between tr^^ elephants, camels^ buiiitoes^ rama and 

harts, and was entertained with the combata of cocks, the pcrfi>Jin* 
aueei of gladiators, wreiatler^, actori of coniodieSp dancers and 
fencem. Singers, iilnk and rouialc, reuiniiied In waiCing, while 


■ ml 

ificnta. 


• TTlo ntaniLbif^ jmtty Fn ita ficit attcmpl tri entry Uiif LailSf^lLi- Mill 

KtHilhrir Wtti lb wTiea the f^iurDr cIihii:K 41 to wU? JalitlhlT t-FOv«T^f 

nl the Fnrl^ iMR^vifia Ike rciiflir M ti^io cU tho breickiM tty torx'^bUsltU Bis 
Mfijeatj. hsvin^HiMil s Iiutl^lidipch {mtn ssolil^r mho by, Jjiiiiitl In pt 
roii±hcwtA Tbfi kajiintm, tUtlr lc*ikr iloiih t'tMmmfr itespeifmtsj rt*ol™a 

ta OIb tbfl deftt43 of heimeL fMi-Tortned the i»|viiiiiny i’f JoiciKterr jvutltHjjf InBJr 
vuiQBa uid chUiliTTi to iLutb uni biirn^q them with their crmimmiidcr's body i 
they tlicu retiml tr> Lh^iir ti;aiiilc» sml tlie mpprauch of the lUphajn- 

msnsns. Tlifr EtiKi^rror, ifrbi^ ITid nrslUi entciw the idsee si ilsyli^htr 

The elslOBi i>I aui t Vstt^ mrrH lin^ E|i^ui«iiB of art. Got vi^rro rirokeii 

Ifi Thevu by Auriio^b. The frii jpucnts of one oi them bHiiidn}^ becO Sttbs# |iieiiUy 
<.-ol]ei:te«b the ststiie of the ol^^phsdt m'ju reitorrd^ Tli-u sis^iic is stUl to tie seen 
in ibe Ein|ircig Cisnlcii^ DelbL 
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clever nud tuinbJew dwpltiteJ their dexterity siml 

si,«ll.<.fthoro.li. U>» A,nM Sincl. O.le. k..»u »llBr Ihj ik.si. 

<if Aiiiw Singbs Hajput. 

Oe one side of lha |reat eoiirt-ynrd ia the Diwaii4-Ajn, or Dl,k.»-I A^ 
flail of public audience, the jndgmctit-scflt of Akbar. aliere the 

court wceptions were held and hiisioeea wax transacted. Here 

the motiarch daily sat on 1 >h throne raised, on an atrade as ao 
still see it, and surraniided with iuluiJ work of marhie. Here ho 
cava audience to his splendid court, received the tJihnUiiy ruling 
diLefe of Hindustan mid ihc ambassadors and euvoja frero foreiga 
counlrieB, administered jiiBtice and issued ordci-s. At the foot 
of the alcove, on which the throuc was placed, js nn nrtnen^ 

slate, of white marble, raised some three feet above the Rrcuiid- 

on vvlilisli the ministers look llieir stand to present and hand up 
petitions to the Emperor and to receive and conTcy iis com- 
naoda. It was formerly fenced with silver roils, but Uiey have 
now disappeared. The hall is 192 feet in length by Ot lu breadth 
It is an open portico, or the raof being snpp-rled by tijrec 

raws of high pitlara placed at r^gti\&T intervals end copnecled by 
Saracenic arches of wldte marble, wbich giveit a mnjestic appear- 
nnee. Towards the eastern side is the elevated oblong niche, or 
ir.lkry, befora mentioned, in which Iho King took his scat on a 
throne The throne described by Edword Terry, chaplmn of Sir 
Thomas Koo. was ascended by steps plated with 5ilvcr and 
omaiucnled with 4 silver lions, spangled witU jewels, which 
supported a canopy of pure gold,'- Tlio paviben is of pure 
diarblc. wilh beautiriiHy carved raccsscs, and iiduid wnb mosaic?, 

Tim court hall in Ahbar'a time was profusely eccnled with sweet 

perfumes ami fragrant odonra. On this subject A «am. Alul 

far! writes in the Ain court btill is certranally sceiitcd 

with ambergris, ale wood, and compoaitiouH according to ancicn 

radnes.or mixturoe invented by Hi? Majesty; and mcense is 

daily burnt in gold nod silver censers of vanona ehap«, tihdo 

sweet BiuelUngUowrraaro used iu large i^uantiUe^ ,^ 

ravnl was separated by siicccMlve nuUngs. the inner most of wbui^ 

raised from the grotind and 
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bj Fnuces Uo,va 1 , aoj'baiEadurs, high officers of State aud iwblea 
nod grandees of til B firstmnk. The BpnceivitluiitUo outer railing 
Wfts filled irith chiefs of secoadai^ dignitj, while a large open area 
outside the seceed mtllng was neaigiied to the multitude. AN 
stood in respectful silence and eojojed a full view of His llfajest/'s 
persou.* In this vast court the AAcIfs, or exempts of the guard, 
paraded in full annour, while horses aiul deplinuts, HcltljcapHri- 
soiled, were arrajed"farther ou, adding greatly to the hrilibney 
of the spcclaole, which was Iraly roj a). 


Tli« 4 :enniinD 7 The ceretuopy of proslrntioo, after the fasbiou of the Tartar 
tiod, ^ MughaU, was revived by Akbrr, and wits performed during the 
reign of his saceessors.t As a mao en tered the first rail which 
separated the cominooalty from the nobility, lie was conducted to 
the sent royal by two hernlJs, one on each Bide, carrying gold 
tnacta set with rahiea and ouieralds, who repeated Uiq king's 
titles in a loud, nuonotcnoiia voice. Here ho made hia firtit 
reverence. Ho then paused through the uobility to the red rail, 
where he tuado his second reverence ^ thee, led to the pJatfurm, 
he made hlu third reverence, and at once found himsolf among 
PriaetH, Gajas, MaharrijAs, Knwaba, Grandees, Nobles and -Lords 
of great fortune and wealth. The passage intervening beU ecu 
the or the'Dnnnc gallery, aod the royal (hrona 

comprised one linndred and twenty yards j and people were 
icf^uirod to bow down lower and lower na they approached the 
monarch. Nothing npon earth aiirpossoil the granilcLir and 
solemiiity of the secue. The presence of the King, tlio presid¬ 
ing figure of the whole assembly, so glowing with emcraldsi 
diamonds, precimia metal, peorla and rubies ns to represent one 
solid 111033 of gold and goiHs, and the concouiso of ruling Cliiefs, 
Foreign ambassadora and the picked nobility of the Empire— 
all brilJianUr clad and displaying in their smnptiious mtire the 


llw V..™'t Hinans. alt who Bm pj'twht |>erf<iTm 

tlw {■Ahltatfali) init thvrn hhubiii titvlrinlaciM, iiiX:aTdi]:ii: tu 

Iheitlttipocuvie milt*, ntJLOTuitn. lu 

Uelhg Kin ot -SliDikh 7.*tf,r(B 


.tllv nature c! tli. Kin- w« holy. U te* nfEnrcl 
Ult th* wliieii Tfini ndtiTiun el» thill ' 

1^1*****“ iltJOnd), «u ttiie m /■wa-i-jKaini/. Hence thiiciiC due to the 
Kini' ™ ii^ct] tt|»n M B rtUsKJUft cnnilllaiMl The hee of the Kfin- VU A'oJiat-t 
fcwvtnm of dtainar, wd the ryngniFB dJ ucvoteitl?*. 
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befit muJ choiwBt riches ol ihe cfliintry—Inspired deep an e. 

One unbroken fiUcnce prcmlcd. All stood in solemn slknce, 
inolionkai like atatiies. not a aoul daring to cast !i|a eyes on 
(be King, no one veutuiing to raise his voiee except tho mustcra 
of ceremonica, and iliat only to aubonoofl to the ossembEeJ 
nniltitude tho King’s higb sounding attributes and epithets. Tho 

Emperor ms prepurcd to hear the meanest of his aahjecla who 
desired to make any representation to His llsjesty. If any 
petition was raised from afar in the assembled multitude, it waa 
instantly brought to the Emperor and the contents read to lum , 

The Diwdn-i-Am was formerly used as nn niseunl; but ft was 
most considerately and tastefully restored by Sir Jolm Slraehev. 
Lieulenant-GoTenior of N.-W, P., in lS7fl. In the spacious Hdl 
of this edifice. His Royal Highness the Prince of Waleis was eoler- 
tained,onhia risit to ihe capital of tbo Hiighals, in Janiiary, 

ISTG. A marble stab inserted in a wall beam the folloicing 
inscription ■— 

"In grateful commeraDration of the senicM rendered to 
posterity by the TTouomble Sir John Stmehey. Q,C.S*L, to strJoE^"* 
whom, not forgetting the enligditened sympathy and timely care 
of Olliers, India is iiiaiiily indebted for the rescuo and preserved 
beauty of the Taj Mahal and other bunoiis moiiuiaentB of the 
ancient art ami hiatory of these provinces formerly admujistoraa 
by him, this tablet ia placed by order of Ins friend the Earl of 
LyUoii, Viceroy and Governor-GeDeral of India, IhSO." 

In the court opposite the Diwnn-i-Am, is a simple toinhutone The inmfa at 
to Ibo memory of Mr. John Colvin, the Ueuteuant-Govemor. 

p, who died ill the fort during its siege by the omtiueciB 
of the Bengal Army in I35g, 

Close to the above tomb lies the Cifttm of JaUngir. TJiis ivekte 
curious or ciicuLir cistern, is an eucrnioufi bowl, hewn out “t^*!***^- 
of a single atone, and from its ake and oaustruclioii is an object 
of urtiitle value. It is nearly 5 feet in height, 4 feet in depth, 

S feet in diameter and 23 feet in circumfeience. The eateriur 
portiua lias several ioscripljons in the Persian clmnicier; but the 
letters ary so much defaced that tlic mscriptiona cannot be 
deciphered. The iinbrokcn portions of the inscriptions show that 


so 
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Lbe Aau 3 wiis confitnicted fi>r Jnh<(ngir Shib, tLe son of Akbar 
ShiiU, ill 1010 A^u. (IDIG .t.ix), the year io wbtoh tlie Eiiipror 
TTtts warriod to Ntirjiih^ci, 1 htu! to devote some time befon* 1 
could decipher the following iwp couplets on this reuiorkahlo 
cistern, i^lucU cau still be read :— 

jii' tj.?- 

c-j4 oil JS iS-5 jl o3 J! if 

t^Af Aj43 

l 5 f J ss-Jl** Jt cJ 

P' " 

I Artj'liiiu of State 4 in-l rclt^nni Kie|; JiiliiiEi^ir^ Hon eiL' lbe Kiiig^ Aliiiarp 

Ad KihipeTi^iF ti wIidh^ wi*doia fato owei iti tucce^ 

tiePQ otked ttit* duLo uf lU eObfitructiDn^ Wifli.lL>iii ri^plkd : 

^ TUe Zniiimiiiy^^QEL aetiof llie cintem iif Jidiilttjfiif, eonc^iilci! fuefl aut 
of 

To Ihn rigtit aad lofl of tbe hall are galleries of lattice-work 
through which the ladies of the Uureio peeped to see the proceed- 
inga of tho Court. A door at the back of the throoe admitted the 
Eaiperot and hU confidetiUal servants to the mterior of tho 
Zenanai or Beraglio. 

The same door leoda to Lbe Maelu Bhawan. In the 
coiirt-yaKl of the palace^ the water of the Jumna was cor.vejed 
by ortilicial chanueU and us^ed to be accuioiilateil here to form a 
ft to re-house for fiahes which afforded aportive a uiuaemeut to the 
Emperor and Ilia favorite lim imit iiud courtiera* who took delight 
Lu eusoonug them. The place coiiai-ita of an oblong room of 
white iDM’hlep moat elaborately corvedp and commuiiicatee with 
an opeuinarblo loggia of beautifully carved arohea iti the Saracenic 
atyle. The chambers ou two sides served m office rooms. Between 
the Uachi fihdwau and tlie small iaosc|iie tknown as Uhui 

* IiihI <>f irood asil'irstEr. A Eamt in lUvicAtiun, wbi» b iAkl to JjJtre 

iha H'atiif ^ liif- MuhnDwtlubi itUiev vMuliuuii tahiiiipCif luEn[4«^ 
Rciicfin, Af^i ploi&etlcip little! rafta liiiuc^il aa llie tivfefh TriiV>tmcfli by 
iiWrKyi itircik^ aim oa AtiU'tiii^ 

t Th^ mm of » aa£T«i Tell at 5JiMi3a, palled hbo weJi 

-^ThB tiuiDerfCAj vulpe tlte wi'wfnlft, Hahk Jitlkiiisirf, li lllU. VVbei^ froni 
ibb Unc iiLiiHfiricBiL vftluc of Cm) li L^kta HWay^ tlie ilatx uf CaLtuilA.|l4ia 

ClolB A. fi.) UfoyiutK 

Tba fttitbor uf the Tmrci-i q/ is IJindu haa ui lii& TCEk a1Iuil«i tu Uie likVauritc 
ariukiu^ CDp afjahajt^. ItluLLL tieuii BfuujHd hu-lLaW nal nE aa uneuiiiujauly 
Urgn lize^l rabyv mere duse Three Lodiefl lop* bj aa manj bitiEiU, in tha CinliiuB ef 
a pobWt Wtih die poiivi! uE Jabifi^ inecribefl oa it m i^lilun letlvn- Siile by ulId 
waa iiiueeil a vLmtUr bat imBller bu|,i with a leg to atauLl on^ wlileb liiul bcluagHl 
tutlicKTcat Tadiertaiie- Ikiih TUft ihe praiierty pf tho ek-KLuf of lAiiLb and 
rncTH for wtle Eii one of the Kngluh jtwdilBrSf ilwT^ to Cokotia t few yean. 

Lefore L^i. Tbeir ulliinate fate is not koovra^ 





The Dewari’i-Am (interior). 
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The Dewan-i-Kha’s. 
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The Dewan-i'Khas (mterlor). 
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Thtt Dewan*t-Khas, Ih© Throne and the Sam man Burj. 
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JHanJid), formerly QseJ bj the inmate of Eiho palaoei are the 
bronze gates of Gbittorc, br a tight here bj tbe EraperoT Akbar 
nTter his celebrated siege of that forked hi 1507-'**' The marble ^ 

tiioks and reaarvokg of tbo Maehi were all cjceavatod by 

Saraj ilal Jit, who cxuricd them to Dig, near Bhartpnr, whore 
he btillt gartJca-liDU5e3j summer bouses and bathing which 
to this day arc the admiration of tmvollcra* A large quantity of 
inlaid niAEble m the Diwia-i-Ant and neighbouring buildiaga waa 
also sold by auoliou io tbo time of Lord William Eentincfc, 
Oovcraor-General of India; but the huildinga wore repaired at 
cousiilcrablc outlay by the hlo Lord Mayo and tbo late Viceroy 
Lord Northbrook* 

To the north of the above* overlooking tho river bom an T^Dln™i- 
elevated terr^ico, is the Dii[pin-i-KhuSt or tho Hall of speciaJ 
private audience. It is an obtong room of white marblei G4i feet 
0 inches long^ Sts feet broad, and 22 feat highj with two splendid 
halls* most bcautifnily senIptureel whinbj by an arched colonnade^ 
j'irm an open rairblo gallery of ocpiaL extent. Tbo halls are 
model:! of perfectloa, Tba eulumnH and oroheSi elegantly con¬ 
structed in SAroconie style, are exquisitely carved and inlaid, 
while the walla arc oroamanted with vases and llowersin relief 


Tavernier, llie Frcacli merebant and jeweller, who visited Tavemlifir'ri 

* . 11 ICCO^lUlt of fchn 

Agra iu I640,t whilo Shiih Jahiin still on the thrnuc, thus dlwui { 
describes the £>t«ran-i‘/t7i«t!tj er Hall of private audience i— 

“At the end of Ihe Court (uii, the Public 

Hall of audience) there is, on tho left band, a second gateway 

■ FerUhtsIkBa dvcii A mmuti Bail itfttiteil ngDcimit of thb Ban* (7|1 d 

SiDsh. Chief of Ctiktor. HM the head rtf thti Bigiinfc elima. Abd the pkw waa tJag 
etrousliDlil of Hindn Lide^iOLlilenca. The RAir“« °?“rnd i Lle^jurAtB rem^cc, 
and tllE brew ssirrlmn, deolininH tlw Empisr^'l otter of ntniner, fi^uhod to a 
> . .n n '1‘he ooTUiucst of Cliiltiar ccradaEHd efcnbly^ to the iudllr» tlOD ot KaipatasB. 

t Krtno. Iu liU Hwidbook to Ajm, otrattCOnily cIt™ 
meTiecmitobaVcMida viEJtto Apre m XoVflmiwF hjt Shah Jtibin mi 

q.llire Ibijn- atitl ill c^^nfinelPfint %a tbo tiallli!#, Ft^ -iHcaJ fU L his TraL^r^Ui^ 

i>nn.}il iiQt IikW] bts}il itlflwn over All t-lic IjnililbjsSi oF tho in Bocfic 

l.ChApUr vn,yiyititlt« oU Klu]S. WM iiicoSlUfioJniJAt Ihc^ 
nicnoei thm irhaptor witli m Doha d^tiUii-it he hfrl A full ^Icw of 

-JtiA IIs Before tlafi KiDff fauuEly fahiu JiliDn 1 had fii^;en up tiia 

tkt A-ra for tbikt Kt JaljEUialWl. whEutSQI Iie wval t* the country 
4:Kn A inflt, eutnuiteii thd cuftody oi the Me titjaejira. to oou 

flf tlfcC mHcirnil W*\ rnoet ttUAtwc^^tll>' of tuA OuKtiilil, whoa rotum of 

tlifl Kiu& Itever movinL, uBither dttv nnr night, Inim this ^^ato wEttn; iiidainj; 

WUf It danuET nu jll)«iQee that I t™ tiomutlad to ^ t be 
A L A srsu Tlu Kitoi haTing kdt fur JaLAisMiatlr wharfl all iIdo Court icHlmF*^ 
and fiven thi women toOk tbc pu«rnuien£ cl ^ palaw un a Mblo 

wb& wan a ifrfiat frEcud of the liutoliK amb In ^cniitiUi uf 4iU Uie Ffao-KEi 

11 
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which giveg eDtiDuce to anothfir great court, whidi h also auf* 
roaoded by galleries, uu Jer which ibere are also s»iflll tootna for 
Bome offi^rg of the p&kce. From this second Court yoti pass 
into a third where Uh; King’s apartnLeots are situated. Shah 
Jab^n had iuteuded to cover the arch of a great gallery which w 
to the right hand with silver^ dod a Freochtnasi, named 
Angu^lm De Botdeaus:, was to have done the w‘orfc. But the great 
Mughal, seeing there was no one in bi$ hingdonj who was oapabie 
to send to Ooa ta negotiate an odkir irith the Portuguese, the 
work was not doue^ for^ as the ability of Aagustin was feared, 
he was poisoned on hia retiiru from Cochin. This gallery 
is pointed ?rith foliage of gold and nzure^ and the Boor i? 
covered over with a carpet, Tliere are doers under the gallery 
giving eiitrauee into very Hiuall square ehamber^ I saw 
two or three of theta which were opened far ua, and we were 
told that the others were similar. The three other ddea of 
the Court ore altogether open, and there k but a simple wall 
to the height of the support. On one side avcrlooting the 
river thara ia a projecting or belvedere, where the King 

comes to ait when be wishes to enjoy tha pleasure of Bccing 
his brigantines and cnakiug his olephania fight. In front of 
the Diwdn there h a gallery which serves as a veBtibule, and 
the design of Shdh Jahaa wag ta cover it throughout by a 
trellis of rubies and emeralds wldeh would represeat, after 
natu^j greeu grapes and those commencing tobecotue red; * * * 
but this design, proving too expensive, had to be abandoned 


ThcKFi^ 


Next to the Uiwdn-i-Khais, overhanging the river, is the 
Zenana, or Harem, before alluded to, called the Kluk Mahah or 
the private apartmenb of the ladies of the Royal Harem. The 
substmeturos of the poloeo are of red ^andsteue, the JamDE 
washing tbs walh seventy feet below; hut the whole of Us 
chamboia, comdoi»j and pavilions aro of pure white marble^ 
most daboratsly carvedr and exquisitely omametitcd with liowcrHi 


uu At B9 lyi the IiaiI 

left^ went to »lute IhiB nnhjo Aud to make him upretent omreUnf^ to the 
r living J*hp 1 an both iitlis, tJie Govemer uked Si r, 

L him to il>!? to ierv* hnn, he luiTins prftVcd him to 

hxim the u the Cemrt to iwnnft him to ava tho [qtorlnr 

^ tho DftkiJi* it ]?ClAtit«l him An4 ilx tncii in-re to ne^Dmpflji? 

Tm^M m Ay Vak I, The iceoant Km den/rSir^ 

riT*TtIiSC WM cuiojriHi^ ■ iKucciible reisp. ^ XatrDdnetkm^ 







The Kha’a Mahat. 
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Interior of the Palace. 
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and festijons. This loTtly mansion was built by Sbdb Jabin 
before new Delhi; and U& luxurious jiaviJioua, with gilded 
roofs and domes, ara all of the rich style of Florontine moaaicj 
and of singular elegance and beauty. They glitter all over 
with jasper, cornelian, lapis-1 nzuli, agato nud bloodfibne, and 
the balconies and terraces aro wrought io open patterns ot 
sut'h rich designs that, accorduag to an Ataeriean trareUer, “they 
resemble the fringes of lace when seen from below." The 
adaptation of one part to another, the perfect harmony 
preraiJing in the various sections of the building, the richness 
of style, and above all its elegnnM, are proof of the tasto 
of the authois, and fill the ctirious observer with a sense of 
admiration and awe. No chamber, no pnviUon, □□ terrace or 
window ia wanting, and it Boems os if the jniporial bsilb 
bad just been vacated by their ocenpiers, and were ready to 
be tepeoplod with the household of the great Empenor, They 
bring vividly befura the eye a living picture of tho daily routiao 
of his public duties and his private pursuits and domestic life. 


la a balcony overlooking the river are marks of blank spaces. ii,eUiii„ny. 
In theso spaces were pictures of the Mugbnl Emperors front 
Timur, mounted on glass placed against the walls. Surdj 4£al, 
the Jdt. ftdjd of Bhirtpur, took away these picturcSi, and 
the spaces are left blank as atgua of epollatiou of the JiSti 


The iuj urious efiects of time and spoliation are visible here 
and there. A canuoa ball burst through the morblo trellis- 
worh in a small courtyard iu front of the Diwda-f-Khns, 
cauring a rout in the Bcreen of the royal pavilion. This was 
the result of the caunonoda by {.iencral Perron• Commandant 
of Siudhia's troopSi who besieged the fort iu 1803, and selected! 
that side as tba most assailable. Many fiowers and blossoms 
of cornelian, with leaves of bloodstone and gems, ialaid in 
tho marble, have been wantonly dog out, and the polished 
fountains and tanlis are dry. 


The following Persian poems are beautirully iiiaciibcd on the 
walls of the Khds Mahal. .< ! ■ r 

ijtfl ^ tjtjl 


I ^ ^Li<^ 


I 










Si 


( ^ ) 


*ii|) 


Cj-O 







j* ij^ 

^‘lii^F yl jij o jU- 

LS/t^j ^jk ^ * V? 

al^ of J llj JO linl 

i> JE^ O^lO Inf 

=-L« d-Lfl-l^l l*Jl:i-^ 

r Uj Oj L» 

ij U>^ l:Hi 

JV if LJ^JO 

i!^ i:ii2U- 




_ JO ^ < 

l£-* * l *** ^ Jf J J j 

iLi J it j/ 

vL.i J.J ^ 

f liiil U ^1^1,1 

i^ ^ijT fJ 1^ j» d j^t 
il- Jlif I 

c, cUi j * j JV. j 

yLU k Oj^ 

■?J 0 Ajf ^^A^jIUj 


Uj iLe CD i44tini{]tIon of tbi« icUgiilfiiE |'iilii^& oFa^Edupi founrlatlota, 

^klitmljad tiiB nmuhi iia head to ttio aialJi lii??Trnfl^^^ 

Itfl fhorapct itdlfl toaeU Uta forehc&d of jty 
And «T$ Tmhla like ihn tfltlli of tlm letter 
BovriDgi^La ailamlien before Uie gntewij of tbii mao^fon of 
nomora tli& dicUt«4 o£ migforlrtM freui off tiio forehead, ^ 
Kobdity ifl but one word In Its jfnwe ; 

Proiq5erlty ii tbe [OBepnralde oompaDioD of iU gnllcries, 

Tl»e pntb tif oppression under any pljoitu [y eloscdj 

By tlifl ebftiu§ of ito josticei dte hand's of tyinnny nrs bound. 

Praud HJIl I of tLo klng^O rViarg of jnifJCOj. 

For it u eter ready to do jniliiw to tboM who Seek it. 

ti liAB lurh in ialEirhiite knowledge of the toadtliun of tbo people 

Tliat it knows oven wbst tboy Bee in ibi^ir dnh&Dty. 

Rlaj if, in iLo King’s pnlace^ witli n tlionsactd spEendouriii 
Ttetnun like the suit In Ihtf sky, 

TiVIpen iha Eiog^s cast! a niiDrned tlio wDtL!| 

Tho heru] of Ltio CJirth touclied llic sky thinugli prido^ 

Emperor of tbe World, Joh^n, 

Who ii the prid& □£ the soul of bhahlb Qireii^|| 


* j<riiA C iJ^j€ ) f^th bearen^ n-hene tbft Throna of Uwl U. 

t thm& ii, iwmpeti of tlili J^lacc iro lui olmrfy tMlilc m the fth-ro 

pain iwjflciioui tn the Porainn latter Siti whioh ritsemhhi tath, 
grpond witb tM fEiridioai.1 » « Ifl tpuah the 

b^.tliJb hiil,fth Ihs other end on th^ 
Xp u -d tim botb -Od 

pct.t-«ef «> heard rtdr«^ tfivra lli^ 

I Namely, Tymnr, whu hi oin«l Sahib i-Qino, or tbs Urd of consloUatinp 
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The Shish Mahal or Palace of Mirrors. 




























































































































































































































































































THE FOET. 


SS 


FoaoiiAd ft miLciftinEi with lacU lifitnEj, spT&nJflflf and grw 

TUnt JiGTer §mu op Hie riirUi’d 

Tlifi eoLirljfliiJ of na upper otoray aSifcoeftlik* Lko foieliead of tlie mMc ; 

He to If i t liei iho Hky like a Hkodoijf. 

WliPO t GQtisultiKl Rfn^Qn for lift date, 

Tb^gpteii oi bounty openwt Cm Mo m all difeclion^ 

Fo laJd ttia iiilnil wliicb ercrfitftndB on the kido of truth : 

‘ This li ft niftia^bQ of proapdritj of fortunulo f€aIft^a^i€ln^~ * 

Id frottt of tho if/iflfi MtiAaf, U the ing^titi Bigbj alill o^CT-^phe Angiiri 
niD with green shrttbs, roses^ jai^mlae suid viue^ and studded 
^itb elegant fontttalu^ and parterres. It is an iiunoeuse cotirtf 
235 by ITQ feetr sartouuded bj three seta of chaaibers on three 
aidee^all built by AkbEir^ ansi intended for the use of the King's 
Haremp It h saironotied by a colonnade^ aod on the fourth 
«J(le i^ a spaeloas marble pn^^llforL The Court coDimuDieatoa irith 
the Mahul and the Bnjal Bath^ It wEks to these charu* 

hers that the British officers and tbeir famiUcs flocked for 
prntectioii during the tmubleaome days of ] S57* A small passage 
to the north of the Augurt Bdgh leads to the most recnarknblo of 
the female aparbraentSp the Shish Mahah or Palace of Mirrors ^^eShbh 
so cfillfid from the walla being li^ed with talc, or email bits of 
glass, disposed of ao as to represent clustera of mirrorB in miuin- 
turc^ This glazed maudon couaista of two compartments. In the 
centre U n beantifiil Jet fPeaw, dUchargmg ita cob tents into 
marble basins so curioualy enryed that the moving water over it 
produced the apponrauoe of fiah. The walls over which the 
mimic cascades tumbled are so cons true ted at the nortbero end 
ns to ha lighted from within, and tho lightj reflected by thousands 
of transparent glasaca all rounds and tlia sheet of water below 
and the rays caused by the descending showers, afforded a luiDst 
(hulling and enchantiug scene. The spectacle must hare once 
realized all the splendours of Arabian story. It is a pity that 
the marble flagg with which the floors of these luminous cham¬ 
bers were paved have been dug ouL 

The Bam mam j or Bagnio c!o^ to the female apart meats, 
consists of several roama forbathiag. The water, rmng fraiii 
hundred apriogs, aproad a dcUciotis coobess throughout the 

* TIse nnnwricaS ralua af Uid tciteri mtht tttat ■efitenca Is, 

JAjW r nlw. In43^ whlah rEpn™^ntH the yenr wirreaiKnnJlac tn A. 

— fiEll Uoft the yw Whflo ehili .Tabin CMMlddAf^l iwim irith AdH Shaii, kiuE nl 
EilftfiiiT. fu ih« fiTc^r efi£h cDiinliat iLTf^ wtitteu the word# OijeIi Mulmu' 

iHftdj Abn BftkiK U tnar, DnnAn^ ftnd Ali* 
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room, while the carving iu bold relief and tlm superior potuh of 
the marble used cootributcd to the perfection oFtbe work. Two 
pose^es from the Umtimam, both of red suidatooe, lead to the 
Juiuna, which w^ea tbo walls. One of these wos a passage for 
the Boyal ladtee aod their fair concu bines, and the other for Jodh 
Bai, the Hindu Queen nf Jahangir, From the balconies of the 
Palace Royal, a beautiful view of iha gardens and paltn-grores 
on tlieopposite bank ta obtained^ while about a Jnwn the 
stream is to be seen that wonder of India, the Taj, shining like 
a palace of irory and crystal. 

The nest Cfourt is paved with squares of white and block 
marble so as to reprceoat a Pachiai hoard. The game is a kind of 
Eastern baAgaramao, or trictrac. Each square in this spacious 
board is wide enough to allow a man to sit within it. In ordinary 
games ivory pieces nr figures are nsed. Bat H is said Akbar 
and his wives played no this board with gaily clad girls, «n. 
guished by badges to specify their position in the game, who 
trotted from aqitaro to square, according to the movements of a 
wand used by the players. 

On oaeaide of the court of the Pocftisi board h the Summon 
BurJ, or octagonal tower, tho boudoir of the ehief Princess, It h 
the work of Shdh Jahdti, and it ivas hero tlmt that Emperor 
breathed his last with his eyes turned towards the glittering 
mausoleum of the wife of his youth and bu affectionate daughter, 
Jalido Ara, sitting by his side.* The mansioa is of pure marbb 
and most elaborately carved and uilaitL In tJie midst is a 
small but neat reservoir of marble in the shape ol a rose. Tliis 
WHS the reservoir used by Atjnmand Bauo Bagum, the King’s 
&vourite wife, and the lady of the Tij, for washing her face, 
hauda, and feet It was decorated with precious stoaes. all of 
which were carried away by the Jdu. Two smaU windows 
higher up the wall are pointed out os having been used by the 
chief Saltana as a repository for her jewels and ornaments, access 
to which was obtained by a golden staircase. It was from this 
tower that the Rryal ladies witnessed the atiimal B^»hts in the 
open space below. The Kin ^ t oathe marble throne opposite, 

* BitdihUk Xamtif jT, 







The Samman Burj 
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The open terrace facing the river, where the marble throna 
now 19, WQB orfgiaally roofed, nod formed part of tbo l^ican'i- 
Jxhof. Eiit, the hail having been disoiantied by Ibe Raja of 
Bbartpur, the niatoiiale were removed by him. Five niwblo 
bloeke of the material were sent to London as a cmitisity, 
wbiio Goveu ara Ipng on the spot at the moment of writing.* 

To the north of the white marble palace, called the Diwda- 
i-Khaa of Shah Jaban, ia to be seen a rarity of tlie sculptor's 
art, a black marble throne, hewn out eatiie, with ils Jhur The 
legs, from odd block. It. is 10 feet 7| inebea long, 9 feet ]dtbiw^ 
inches brood, and 0 inches thick. The atone is 1 fool 4 inches 
in height and is supported by octagonal pedestals, or feet It is 
complete[y penetrated by a long fissure^ which is ascribed to 
its having boon profaned by the feet of the Jdt usurper, 
Jawahar Singh, Rajali of Bhartpur, son of Suraj Mai Jdt, 
who was in temporary posGessiou of Agra in 173o. The 
credulous maintain that, haring been profaned by the Jat 
chieftain, not only did it crack from side to side, but blood 
ruehed ont of it iu two pTaces, The usurper was shortly 
afterwards assassinated in the palace, while hia father nos 
slain in the battle with NaJibuddauIA The presence of 
red marks on the throne is, however, due to a mineral suhatance. 

The throne was used by the Eoiperor Jahtfugir in private 
audiences with his ministers. An inscription in large Feiriaa 
letters runs round all the four sides of the thickusss of stone 
and is as follows:— 


^ oJljlji i** jyjj 
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When Sbih 9alJiiy tlio liEjr to iha 4 tawa finiiseal. 
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nii Juliunglir, Or CdQiniirQF ef \kn Wotl J, ftA wiis bin aalitn?i 

An^ from tiso ligEit of Lii jaiticc. Iio r«coiT^ Oio lUJis □£ Nuiuddin^ 
the spleiiiloiiff of Eiio FAith« 

A King whoM iword, 

CllU the enemy's hefliE Jttio Uo hiJvcft like iUtf Go mini itor, 

AtiLj ibla fortaoalfl LLrono 

fie the EL8}'t[UEL of UiAtij folnrc King^l 

It ifi I bo teat for anch Kings os nro dd im wUli lui^eld^ 

A lonthiitciBa for the gold nf ibe B4itt and th# Bllver of Oio moosu 
Tliii elogant thremo, tbningU brilliancy nnil aplondour^ 

Ja like unto nn inv^litabla and preoiouf peorL 
Id thijikieg of its d4t?r 
1 ei^ught help from Altoighly God; 

The vdioc cajiie nl logt, 

\ ‘ Af loos R 1 tlic be&rcQ h the tlifoofl tor tlia »iin, muj llie Tbroiie ol Uia 

EiflgSttlio) laflt f' Mil ll. 

I ^t^rtb twif (cenUie]. Soutb fiieo (cemraji. 

^ STiir Uw Throao o£ Sultan Salim, aon of Akbar Stulli, 

V reeclro its iiilntulDTir by the ll^ht af Qod^tf mercy* 

I Below the inscription on the eastern aido is t!ie Mtiwing 
inscription:— V 

Jkf jj];y ufljl Iti ^Uf ^r 

^ *‘IIip flXRlteii aaino, LtEore nccHsiaD, wao StuL galiui, noil aftcTtforilH, 
ItiuudJii) JlsIianiBil Jalingir BiuUlioli Gb^i.^ 


\> 


L & a fyu 


jL 


j^l *1- All vjii jl 

^ /-I 

Way thp df(;iuly of ihe TLione of Jnbansir SliiiEi^ uu|A of Akbat Sbali 
by Gcd'a coonuand, mccI Uiat of tiearen. J I 
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llio following lablo inustraliea the actual poailioo of tho 
inictiptioRS aa they appear on the Throne:—» 
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Thfl proitlest Slnictiira in the fort h the J/o(i J/uWfJ, or 
ror l of the Di^an-i-ATv, on ^ l.fty plateau, to which acee« 

Entering a simple gatewoj, 

by steps of froe-stoLe rongiily hewn, tmd expecting nothing 
very gmnd, one is surprised by coming suddenly in sight of a 
structure at once grand, fascinating and subliins^ which, with 
mnjeaiie nnd coiossal torni, combines exqnUite simplicity 
rehned t^te and elegance. It is, as a writer says. *< an agreeable 
fltirpniie, hllmg the ciirioua obsarrer iritb n fervour nf admiration. 
iDu Bee before yon a saisolnary of white marble riring grace¬ 
fully over the silvery snrfaea formed by its lovely court. The 
mosqne menBUrcs 197 feet by 23i feet. The equare court is 
pav with large white flags, and is siirToiindcd by a chaste 
gallery and colonnade of the same material. “ The beanly of 
(be mnsque,'’ says Fergusson, “ resides in its courtyard, which is 
wholly of while marble from llie pavement to the summit of 
the domes." At the extremity of this spacious court, and re- 
luoved about 100 feet from the gateway, is the noble mosque, 

, comprising a single room, ISO feet by GO. supported by a triple 
row of pillars, joined to one another by the most osqniaitely 
proportioned Saracenic arehca. The three lovely domes of 
white marble, with their gilded spires springing gtacefnlly from 
the pfiviliorss. nas coiiriderablj above the rampatb* ghina it a 
truly grand appearaace. Ip the enthusiastic Ungnoge of Mr. 
Taylor, “m ail distant views of tlio Fort thesm domes are seen tike 
«ivery hobbles which have rested a moment on its walls, and 

^EiXcu toft nftxt brefse may swft&p ixivaj/^ 


JSuropean artists mid travellers have pronoHneed the arcbi- 
(ectiire to be absolutely porfeef, and, while its style U the purest 
Scenic, it poaseESes the simplicity of Doric art. The 
whole design is instinct with life, and, whether judged from the 
exact proportions of its dimeugions, or the ndmlrablo skill of 
its design, the mosque is justly the admiration alike of the 
s Indent of art, the traveller and the apcctator. "It is tmly 
t e gem of mosques." One eminent authority writea of its 
aurpa^jDg Iwanty; “Any wocMlcut cannot do it justice; it 
^ust be seen to bo appreciated." Another writer, oomparing 
It with the grand m^quo of Shiih Jahan at Delhi, expresses bin 
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opinion, tiat “wLiie the colos&al Juina of UL'llii, Efom its 

nii^sailude and its bold oulllne, moy be Uteuod to tbo nui^scidioo 
of its kind, tbo oue under diacnaatJOt from its iani eugenibte, may, 
so to apeak, bo styled the fc min ire. in appeaiatiM iit feaat." Ths 
graphic pen of Mr, Taylor thus paints ils beauty: “ItiflaaaDCtuary 
ao pure aud staiules?, revealing so exalted a spirit of worabip, 

I felt Imrabled, aa a Christian, to think that our noblo religion 
had never inspired its architects to aurpaas this temple of God and 
Mcibainniad.“ A recent «ritcr (Sir lUcIiard Temple) remiirkb: 
« JJo place is more fitted to bspiro roen with deeper religious 
culture than this spotless mosque." Another writer says; It 
14 the purest objacl yet dedicated by the vanity of man to the 
worship of the Almighty Being alone.'* That ranch of tbia 
enthusiaam is well deserved, there can be no room for donbt 


In the midst of the cnnrtjwd is a beautiful feuntain fur the 
ablutions of the faithful. On a platform uf stone there is also a 
sun-dial, and the Musjid is joined to tbs private apartments cl 
the palace by staircases on both sides. There arc also side- 
rooms, separated by laWiea work of marble for the worship of 
the ladis of the Hflrcm. Tlie meeque affords accommodatitm 
fur 000 worahippers. An in script ion in black oiaibk leltera 
iuicrihed on the entablature over the front arch shows that 
it was built by Shab J-ahan La 1063 A. u. (ItJoi), 



Thebuildinjg-ofthe mosque, which wns commenced in 105ti-o7 c«to( 
ii. A. D.), occupied seven years and was ceinplotctl la 

1003 K. (1052 1. Dp], being the 36th year of Shah Jaban*s reign. 

The coat wna three hundred tboueaiid rnpeea 


The following iuseriptlnu runs along the entablature over ibo laMriittlwi. i/ 

front row of sapporring pillars, towards the western end of the 
interior of the Musjid. i, 

j\ ^ I A* jLjfii jy ^ ^ ^ 

^ Y’ 

1; tyj k-i^ jtyjy 
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jjj ^wjfijiA ,j(j_ ^ g iJ 

Jj/ -i-^j; Ij, 1 Jlj . ^Liii ji i/ jy* 

^ti ■^*’ ]/ jM ^ y jJ a/ :>jJ 1 

Uij j| 

jij Jrj' KA- tiJJ wjy c!\ J> i* U^, y^ uJi-;l J^fj_ 

(^y 4^ ly^V r!y^f Jiii(L'iu-j-Ui^i 

j. iU..dJr Ji.,!fji^ 

JlJ c--rjijj c;l^Tjil; Ji* ^ 

^'JIIJ ^ JJJ -Jhj ^rj ty ^-j Ij Ij^i^f 
V>lJ|y jwr Juyj |j ^ 

“Ul Ci-J »j^! jj ^y^u jll j, 

-— 

4;l*i 4|iiTj j** L^iH ^ j ir^i -4^ 

iLHi it £U. 

*ilJ> JU ^ jjj ^ j|, ;;^ ^ 

^ li- L^yi^ J43, 

- V J-yU*l J*. . 

\jc}} ^,1i.j c,Ji cJjjil Jjj oU-^ ^ 0=4 oUli J 14 

^!-f- CU Uji / J- jUr ,^i.y* j^Jjy 

“-ji*)UJ|wJ ti 

omlJ-"* Ii''f*' /*’“'**“ “«">• TateriiMlct of Bliss h ,o 

p™-oo,u,ootV „mu.™ tbol, ™n,pan,d to it, iho Irigb, d,s,tn Tf 

«e look. Ufa tit, dost of ovooiosj m. .Biot ff it. " ; 

,. “7 ?Jo o‘''“ ‘'" “'"■ “"'P""l l»i*,i.lik.oi?^»o 

tb'!tMl7i?s'’^ l>kytni.B. II. fi™ fouudotioj i, 00 i,igB ^ 

lotto D* '8’'®*’'“''““- *!•'toioty-slion'.tiDg toiocraoroaa 

oft, „ U.0 port,0000 of po^liso. IP, pood fooodotioo, iodiooo 
tbrt It u o mosquo fooodod oo lb. of p,(,.. it, i „ 
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via b hrillioccy witU llic mctidian £uu when i^assiag tLronfjti 
tha aodiac, wliiio they surpass it in ttiglit, Each oi its ilowct- 
pLnnacka fliiafts is like a bunch of light eoonectcd with a closter 
of brilliniit stars, or like a fountain of beneficent rays ciuanatioe 
from the sun. Each of its Rilded pipuadca offords light to the 
heavenly luminaries ; each of its lesplendciit arches resembles 
tho new moon, and is ever hailEil ae the IcBtival of Id, 

On either aide of it is the fort, built of red sandstone, of the 
motropolia of Akbmabad ; the Mnsjld is to this fort as tlieGavcn 
planets are to (ho sky ; one may say it is a halo rtuiuJ llic moon, 
wbich is aure proof of the advent of clouds of mercy; or it is a 
circle round thfi lutninoua sun, which is an unmisfukeable aip of 
the coming Call of beneficent rain. Terily, it is a lofty maneion of 
paradise, made (as it were) of one ptecions pearl, for fiuia tho 
beginning of the iuLabitcd world tha liho of a oioaiiue built 
cntircliy of pure marble was never produced j and smee the crea-' 
Uon tba pnndlel of a temple eo brilliant and bright from top to 
bottom has never appeared. 

Built by the command of tho potentaie of Solomon'a inagnifi- 
cence 1 the Sultan of Ahraliani’a houour; the embellisher of the 
conutenancu of Islam ; the founder of the Empire; the king of 
kings, whose court equals in dignity the highest heaven •, the 
shadow of Cod; the asylum of tha people 5 the strength of tho 
pillars of fitate; the prop of the basis of justice and beniguilyi 
the earth, being blessed with bis footsteps, feels more digulfitid 
than the heavens iu a ihousand ways; through the profusion of 
bh gifts the heavenB arc compelled to acknowledge the earth's 
supefiorily; prosperity and wealth, tbreugb love of service to him, 
are ever awake to theii duly; State and religiou are greatly 
attracted by the beauty of bis counteuaBoo; the EephyiB of Para¬ 
dise crave tha dust of his SouctuBry; dignified as the heavens; the 
destroying fire of hell aolicits a stipend from the polish of tho 
aieci of bis sword, which dcstruys the oncmieB; 

Tim louQJutland itf State rceulve atnngilt ffom him i 

The Imaifl of juiliw oh tains JaxsCiDit f rom lilm f 

l]u irIcluritfUB 

EiPCr Lbo inftflolH ; 

Qcavsii ifl oDfl pC Ma aIat | 

Tlia dawn daj ia ft tuimi-iitiSJtjr far liiit equntcftftnce ; 
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He Li tfic supportiug djlU of the beavonly fuitli aaj of iLo 
]aiv9, the centre of the circla of Jnstioe and admInt»tralion ; I bo 
father of victory; ShfthabaddlQ iUghammad, the sccoud lord of 
the fortiiDalo coujiiaction of tha plaaota, tlio vidiaot King Bhah 
JahuD. 


This building waa TOmpletcd tu a space of aeveo year-i, at a 
cost of Uirco Ltkbs of mpeej towards tha cad of the 2eth year of 
the fortunate reign correaponding to the year 1063 Hijrl. 


May it so please God, the God without corn peer, that, through 
the blesaingB of the good intentions of this Boveroign, tho de¬ 
ft tider of the Faith, all people may liave an increased deeire 
for porfortning devotions and doing virtuous daedal And may 
the direction aud guidance in the right way have as their result 
^ the salvation of this righteous King, the accepted of God ! O 
w Lord of the universe ! Amen T 


porth-weet corner of the Machi Bhawaa 
leads to the Ahijfns Mtunjid, a small but very haniLmtno mosque, 
60 feet square, . It was founded by Aorangzeb for the ladies of 
the Zenana, and. being built entirely of white maible after the 
(iialuoii y the MoU Masjid, may Im called its smaliar counter¬ 
part. Connected with it, on an elevation overlookiag the watora 
of the Jiinina. is a set of chaiubcra in which Shah Jabdn was 
kept in honoLrable confinanieat by his ambitioua son AurangEeh. 
and the room ia still [lointed out where he used to live, with 
littia to conaok hU heart except the sight before him of the 
monunient raised by his own geuius to the memoiy of tha 
wife of hill youth, the renowned Lady of tho Taj. In a wall 
oppoiito is a cavity where usod to bo stored warm water for tho 
purpo^ of^blutioti before going to prayerg. 


JJie oS ‘ its W hich w 64^ the act ual q uarti33 of Shdh Jah Jiu 

while roignliig Emperor of HiuJustau are also noticeable for f 
conUinmgtharcputerl-Somnatb" gates. The avenging army 
of Lord EUenborough, under the commaad of Geueral Bollock, 
brought these gates-from Ghmuii, oa a trophy of Bricub succcbs 
la A%hamstam The gates are li feet high by 9 m ^ 

breadth, and are elaborately carved and inlaid They wsra 
the subject of a proclaraaliou from tha Governor-General 
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anaouncing to the native rulers and peopk of India that 
the viclorioiis Bnti^h army had borne the gates of Scunn^th 
iu triumph ftom Arglmoi^tanf and that "the lufult of 800 
years waa avenged.” The proeUmadon was correct enongfi so 
far it aunonneed that the gates were brought from Mahmud's 
tomb at GhaziiL But it wasa mistako to soppose that they were 
the gates of Somniitht beUeved to have been carried away 
by Mnhmnd and put ou his tomb afteT his death as evidence 
of Mohammedan conquesti. The original gates were of aatidal- 
wihhI and of great celebrity, from their elaborate design, 

The conclasion arrived at by the best judges was that they 
were destroyed by fire, and that, when the tomb waa repaired 
and renewed, a new mt of gates made of deodAr were setup, 

A uiicroacopic examination revealed the further fact that, 
while the framework contains Cafi iDscripLione, there is not 
a single fignre of the mil linns of Hindu gods, nor any other 

Hindu symbol^ on it, Ifevertheless^ the gates are intcrestiogt 
OB bearing evident marks of great age, and as the reUes of 
the lost resting* place of Iho greatest Asiatic conqueror^ w^hose , 
ambition could only find rest ia hLs grave. The ornament.-ition 
ill the framework consista of panelling in small eompartmentsi 
each containing a star of sit poinbi^ in the shape of two 
interlaced triangles, and Ls wmuglit in welhrelievcd fret-work ^ 

of the most chasto and florid arabesque, E-mrounded by bmtiers id 
runiiiiig patterned orabe5j:[ne8, wbioh all plainly point to 
tbeif Mohnmmcdati origin, 

A dtwr, close to the chambers of the Mina Uasjid, opensTha mIha 
on a beantifnl balcony with a courtj’ard lineii with apartments of 
red saDdstcue, This was the place where the ladies of the 
Zenana brought and sold their fanny and artistic wares, the King 
anil hia taking the (Art of pnrehaaers. Hero it 

WHS that JaMngfr conceived a mknii pa^bn for KiiW Jah4ii. 

^ As shcj ia her jouth, accompanied her mother, the wir&..of 
the Lord High Treasurer of Akbor, to attend the fancy fhir^ 

(be eyes of the two met, and a walk froo and independent^ a 
face suiding, haudaome, childish, and happy, a figure ball and 
graceful, and a wabt Cypre$a-like, fascjujitod the future Emperor 
of Hiudnetaui himself possessed of a handiKinie exterior;, a tall 
figure, with broad chest and long duds, and eyes omiuansly keen 
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and piercing-* The pas^o-n was inntati!. Tie ceurt h now 
used for Jawn-tunnk 

To the sooth of the ifohol, and close to the Am&r Singh 
Gate, to & tuassire building in reds tone, culled Gte Juhaiigiri 
Mahal, or the Tnloee of Jaliduglr, o siDguIarly elegant aud 
beautiful atrncture. It ia a two-storeyed building, 
exquisitely carred luui inlaid with relieving lines of white marble, 
and two courts paved in red sandstone, the largest of which 
is acvoQt; feet square. The peculiarity of the structure lies 
in tho geneml aioidanca of arches, the roofs resting on finnhit 
of free redstono, supported by massive but siagularty haudsome 
and richly carved pillars of the same material. The structure 
is most perfect, and, os Fergosson remorlia, “issiugubr!y eiegnnt 
in detail; ond having escaped the lute of so many pulncea of 
India, time has only softened, without destroying, the beauty 
of its featares.** The stones on the interior and ceiling wore 
once oovered with lovely painting!} in gold; but these have alt 
been obliterated through lapse of time, Tho nindu brackets^ 
exquisitely carved, tho moulding of couventioiudiBed lotos- 
flowers, supported by a pair of birds on either side, the cairiiigs 
of elepliunls on the roof of the building io ted saadKlouo, 
being the river, are nil unique deoomtiona in tho Saracenic 
etyIn, and exhibit Hindu prodLVitioA This was the pokce, the 
residence of Jodh Bdi, the wife of Jahdngir, and daughter of 
Moth, the Rftjii of Jodhpur, called by Mohammedan historians. 
Mariiim Zamdnl In a uiclio In one of the walls waa placed 
tho image of JJnnuTjwjyi, one of the principal gods nf Hindu 
mythology* which was destroyer! by Aurangxeh. Bohin*! the 
ladies' chambers is a covered passage, sepnmted from the rest 
of the building by Intiiee work, ThU was the place for the 
female guards who performed watch and guard duty to the 
royal personages when they retired to rest. There are cham¬ 
bers of peculiar constmetiDu iu which the game of hidc-and- 
seck waa played by the royal inmates. 

The upper storey consists of two poviliong, of massive style, 
ebiborately carved and exqnisitoly omamonled. One of these 
has been modernized, and has been converted into a residence for 
a wairant officer, and the other is still perfect. Ou the roof there 


Jahangiri Mahal (exterior view} 






































































































































Jahangir's Pa,lace 
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arc a nubjtcr of ckiernp, in Tkhieli ihe v^aiQt uf tJic Juiuna 
listed to to aceumutaled nod di&triinLttl to (be Tarioui? prto of 
Lbc palace, bj meaua of cppper sti^ ei^tant^ the nn'ioc ot llio 

palace to whkh they belonged being engraved on the ipednlliotui 
i:vhich ear mount each pipe« 

Among the wondera of Ulic palace arcjho curioes ander- 
ground diambcraT descent to wliicli is ob lei net! by broad ilLiwrs to eHiauilirE* 
the etautli of the Klia^ llahal. The windows of thcae Inhy- 
rinth?, ovctlo&kiag the Jumnar may be observed ffom tbe base of 
Jnliifiigir's palace. The bnlldiiigs extend over acooiddor^ble area 
and Icriiitiiate in a Baoli, or well-house. . Tu tJicse vaulted cham¬ 
bers the Eiaperor aiid his deiEciile Harem Found elielfer from the 
buruiug heat of the sun and seorehiug winds ip die sumiucr*. 
Futintaias of waler pbijed and made I he atmt^phe/a ecud ^aud 
delicious. Here the Einpcrori in his pleasant retreat^ dashed 
tbroLigh Lbe p*ire and cold waters, the royal parly was cutertaiut|j^ 
with dancing and uiusic^ the cliainbeTU resounded with 

merritueiit. The avenues in the Batsli I hut Eurroiiod^ the 

1^: -■/ 

w'atcrs of ihc xvall were carpeted with cnfliions of sol): vetyetj^ ^a 
whieh sat tlio royal ladies^ chatlctiiig and soakiag me try ^ 

"while tho apnlbic boatmen, gJidirg doiifp the liver^ gased 
tip at ibc bfty walls ^vondoriug what the laughter mcaid."^ A 
dark and dreoiy ehainbcr at the estremity of the well w'os. 
dceigiicd for the incarceration of woincu found gailly ^f 
demeanour. It is said oae of these iinder-groEUid pasaigci 
communicated with the Taj and the Sekandara ; but no outlet 
has yet been ciLH;t>vorod. ' , 

Abul Fnz! uotices the fnet pf the foundalioa of the Fort of 
Agra by Akbar in the rce^rds of the Mh year of His Majesty^ 
reign (1564 A. ijl) Lhus :— 

""The buildiuga of tho old foi^t. on the bunk of the river (jM-to 
(Jumna) having bcccmc dilapidated* tbrongh lapse of a 
new fort of red ^aiidfetauc w aa buift on its sile, under oi^^ra of 
ills Majesty. The phiD was designed by skilful I cugineciHi and 
necompU^bed arlLnans* The width of tho wall was fixed at 30 
yards Bad^ialit^ and the height at tJn yards of the some. It 

pU fort lAUcd itlTiirH} matb dcirfiis tli€] 

A. u. (lacTi 4- II-J, i^dil wu ucftrlv dEiriw^ ilic fljijiladiap wiutii n™. 

ylikie m [IQS x> Vl uJ- ii^ 74 ftiifA. 
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comprises four gatawap, which opeo the door of wealib aiut 
prosperity ou LUe four tjiia/ters oI tlio world A iiumber of 3,000 
to 4,00(1 maBOHs ood ^rtiaatia was cmplaj^ed daily ou tbo work, 
aud it took eight years to biuJd the fort. 

The sapeiiiitcBdeut of the arcliilecture ivus Qasiui Khdn, • tie 
Lord of thfl Adraimlty. The cost was 7 krore Tuukjin, or 33 
lacs of nipees." 


Buried Tombs discovered is the Foht. 

According to Ur. fleal, the author of Miflalmt TaimrILk, 
when, iq 1818 a. h, ( 180 :} a. d.), the Fort of Afeburabad f Affm) 
came into tie posaesaion of t!ia E;ist India Company, tie Jwigc’a 
Qourt woa Iwilt in it. Forly-two years afterward!?, or in 1S45 a d., 
oniers were mocived for the demoliiioa of tie old coort-Iionse. 
and a new one was huiU in its stea I oa the same spot Oh- 
the foundations of the old walls, four tombs were found, 
at a distance of one hundred paces from ths tower called Jha^ 
Jhan Katova, Two of these were witlioiit mscription ; but tie 
other two conttdneJ marble sarenphugt with Persian inscriptions. 
One of these iiiBcripiions shows that the toiuh ielonged to same 
grandee who died in tlie 4Gth year of the lUii year of Akhar, or 
1010 A IT, (1601 A. 0.}. TJiis ivas the time when Akbar was. 
occupied in military opemtiona in Khsudeah, and Salem, the 
Crown Prince. Imd rebelled against him. Both tombs, from ihcir 
locality in tie fort, seem to have belonged to some beloved 
members of the Royal family who died a premature death, thus 
causing intenBc grief to their rdations. 


One til these Inscriptious was 
Jj t* ljl*j .i-iy 


Ihiia 

L* .ji Sj j Ij liT 

cjLf Jjt jy**J 10 j yt ^ 

/j Ty 11 fj.^{ 


Khm WH Iiudo Oovwwnr or Abr,. Hi 
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All! AIm I my biiloTeil 

1U» (Ji-iittrlfd Hiikkieclins ms to fFifrf. 

Wli?li I ftsktui tteusop tlip yew of lii* ilratlit 

En ‘0 lioor luiprclenJifig iinin ! 

It wflB miOoEllJo Ttljii 

Tlint li» pmtfedeJ tolliH pirvlitv fromtbta tnorLil worlA.' 

Lt^tpo ^iniibfr year of Shatu*! ■ 

He iliod in of JTifiii 

Witli perfect iipi*riry I prtiy for bi* H*crw1 Bul. 

Q Gol I mnj it finJ pliea la ll;i* pB™iri6 of Aden t 

TItc ffiucophpgiiB eentaining the above iBBcriptioo tras in the Tart 
at the time wlien Mr. Beal mote hU work in ISfi* A. B. (1847 A.E.)‘ 
The other toieb bos (be folIttwiDg inEcriptioJi on it:— 

•ijj ^ 

^ ji a-l;> '-'y ’j* ^ ^ 

^^ JI Ji j'y J 

Alaa ! llifi irfe eF iJ»e hai depitited from tbe wotU l 
Withfiut Idm tlie boflj- ti without wnl ttnil life ekttact, 

Tl bdmm lhat 1 shonSd wetp blttr^Jy anil cty ant, Mail Intil 
For lin wiu like tltfl nsoon and lus dted young- 
2iTy want ^ hb dtiiir to me ni life, 

IIliail no Jntrey on ute, nfttl priKeultd towaida Him. 

When 1 oBke^d reason llie data of hiB death, he rppHcil 
* Bolb dielimtioh of thfr rase anil itft leaf ba^o loft the roac+gTinlen/ 
pul an eml, It btl30ri.H>^ to tlvj lifp, O writer ! 

For lbs fweet^ongiied and SKeebbeaked parrot goaf. 

The flboTfl poemH seem to hare been written hj a loving 
father to cammemoratfi the' rnoamfiil death of a youthfiil sou 
who pre-deceoMd him. How short and unstablfl human Hfe 
is, and how changeable nod uncertain we its affiihf, when itia 
fleen thnt the affectionate mourner, to whom life miisl have become 
fi misery, aa Ida poetic effuaiona show, is no more, too, nor the 
dwetlerB in those high palaces nud gorgeous edifices, lifting their 
heads to the fhy, which we left on Oie spot foreakeo and forloiu, ai 
a mark of world’s evanescent and trainient nature; and further, 
whnt trace had been discovered of a dearly beloved diinog lUe, 
was by mere accident, ceutiinea after he had ahiivelled into diisb 
ftud clay ' riiwjjom miifaiitui' ft 'iWJ mitftitnuriii 
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The ilrunil, 


THE TAJ. 

AHOtrr (1 niilG .lEsUnt from tl.e Fart inHat wonder of the 
^ . H.. jewel «.agler3..f r.di..^hitecture.tho f.r.fa.«n,J 

u^^t. the diction of (Le .,ty th,,, it -fho r.«,l 

B by the riier eiruDd and wm comtructed by tlio labour of 
the deslitnto poor m the kmme of lfi38. Tlie straiid, eighty 

T(!je^Lat/ou^ed by the cotnniodiQiia bathTrtfj Gf,m along the «ver bank 
llie Qiimeroua tomplis, towera, summer ho-ise.,, ami other 
.' 0 ftgaii^ biultiitigs on llie riter iiJe remkr the aiglit at the elty 
exceeUmgly charming and plcttireaquo. TJio spoee between llio 
al.1 and tlie Try was once atudJol with the villas of the nobility 
efately edifices and superb palaces nnd gnrdca hoases of tl,o 
me 3 of the Moghal Empire} but nothing now remaius of 
them oKopl huge monads and shapeless masses of earth. Bernier 
who saw theso-buildings, describes them as a « row of new housed 
. with arndfs resembling those of.the principal streets in DelbL- 
lej ,are been also notieed by cantempomry hwtorUns, Unlla 
AWul nmmd. nutbor of BMM Ndma. and Uohammrnl. 
aUeh author of There wer^ o.tensi™ Eazm. 

in which commodities of nil description, were sold by mer¬ 
chants from rnnon, pnrL, of India and distant eonntrics 

^^otk arid shops la which they ethihite^l the articles for sal,;. 

ing tlie stmiiJ, uld masonry worltw find fDunaafi^nis 

tw they htul to bo hlooW by po^dor. 


Bifftory nf 
ArJiiiiiAnd 


_ __ Aiiimfifr iJ h I Kiiriifiined Mumtnz-ua-Z.inuinf, nr 

I'MH. ihtj^rtu i ?*' 'i vigblur of Mirwl Abiil Haa^ii Asif 

danlfl.’wh the son of Mirza fjfihw Beg IdmitJud- 

Sfio lvM T was the irifc of Jaliaiigir. 

aiwl accomn'L h himoiis fur her surpasiting beauty 

-C'dKbieil the stern Sbdh^W '^'th her charms, so ir«mtn* 
—-- I ahdtt With her lovelitiesa. Bnih, 









Arjumand Bano Bagam fduts Taj MahaL 

Pugti! lOOi 
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ill llieir tnrnSj ffscrckeJ great iiitlueDce over tbeir Ionia and 
-^!iii.sband^« 

JahilngiV betrotlied to St^iOt Jcihiii ishoa Her murbec 

t?iG latter was fifteen yeane and 8 months old. After tbe J fiiiii w. 
expiry of five years and three montha wliik Shiih JahXn was 
tweoty years and eleven aiotitliis old| he was niarned to 
llituiftk. The bride, at ihc timo of Toarriagej was 19 years 
eight iiiaiUb-s and 0 days old The Tnairiage took place un 
tlio night of Friday, the 9th of Eahi-ubAwdl, 1021 A. H. 

(1612 A. D-}* The affect id neite royal father, at a propilions 
niomenti bound the wioath of pearls to the turban af the bride^- 
grootij with his own hands. The nuptials took place in fhe 
palace of Itimvbud-dauld, the Emperor Jahdiigir gracing the 
ocii^bn with his presoncep The dowry was fixed at live 
lakhs of rupees, The coupk rcmaitied on terms of deep afedion 
throughout their lives. 

It must be noted tliat Shdh Jaliihi waa already the bns- jahm* 
band of a wife whea lie marrieil Ihimtek-nE-ZamanL =>tiiflrwiTUfl- 

ycar and eight months bekre tliat marriage^ he had been 
affianced to the daughter of Mn^ifiar TTussaiii Mirzjl, son of 
ijuttjin Hussain son of Behram Silirzil, son of Shidi 

Ismnil Safvi, King of Persia, The marriage took pliiiieQ in 
Ibijab, 1010 A. H., when Shfih Jahdn was above 10 years of 
age. The result of the iinion was PyrhajuiE—Itnnn RACTjr^T^, 
bom l 2Lh Jamadiiii-Akhir., 1030 A. El. Five and a half years 
after hk tnorriage with MLimtaz-nz-Zamaiiip he was married to 
the daughter of ShAh Nawitz Khan, son of Abdnl Itahim 
KlLtm-i‘Kfi£L%%dn^ “ out of," aceonliug to Abdul Hamid, " uiotivcs of 
pnlicjJ^ Tlie iiiJiTTiage took place ill Agra, and the result of the 
union was n son named Prifigo Jahdn Afro z, who died in 
fiurhanpur at the age of one year and nine inantha Notwithstand- atnuOi' 
iiig these two marriagi^s, Hla Jlajeaty wag so much attached to 
Miimtaz-iix-Zamnui, that she was his IngepamUlc liMinpanion, and ^-anifluL 
he could-not port with her even when engaged in military evpedi, 
tions la romoto parts of Iiulta such as ihe Deccan. What she 
wan fed woii never refased. She, In parl teulcir, acrjoircil great 
fnnic! fill oblmniiig the free pardon of [lereons sentcnccil to under¬ 
go the eitrenio penalty of the law, and many whom she, out of 
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oompassion, iieot^mineiidDd fijp t,he exercise of the Kijjg'a pfcyegn. 
tive, aT?e(l tiieir Jifa to her, 

luaeffom §hii> Johiia btd faurtoeit ehiltfee n hy Mtimtiiz-ux-^BiTifmi, of 
whom «ght were sous tuitl aii tfiughterB; of these seven were 
alive at the time of the Empress's death. 

The fotlowiiig are the names of the children i _ 

1. ITurul-Ntsa (dniighter} boru in Agra on Stli SaJtir 1&22 
A.H ; died |u 1023 A.E£, aged three years aud one month. 

2. Jahan-Aia-Begnm (daughtoT)^ commonly known os the 
Begam Sahib, bom on Saturday, the 21st Safar, 1023 A.H., when 
Shah Jahaa was engaged ia an ospediiton against the liana of 
hltfwar, 

3. Mob am mad Dam Shekob (son), born in Ajmir after the re¬ 
turn of the Emperor from Mewar, on the night of Satm-dny, the 
23th of Safar 1024 A.H. 

4. ilohammad Sbdh Shuja (son), horn in Ajmir on the 

night of Sunday, the 18th of JamadiiiUAkhir, 1025 A.H. 

Sj Koshnnom Begatn (daughter), born in Biirliatipnr on tlie 
2ud uf Bamaxan 1026 A.H. 

6, (dohaiuLund Atiraugseb (imn), bom on the night ofSotor- 
day, the 15th of ZikuJ 1027 A. 

T, Uoimed Baksh (son), born in the neighbourhood of Sor- 
^ hand an Htb Muharram 1029 A.H.', died in Burhonpnr 
luai A.H. 

&. Sunn ftiuoBegan! (daughter), born 20tli Rajah 1030 \ died 
1037 at the age of seven years, 

^ ft. Another sno, horn I03L A.II., but died n few days after. 

No name bud been given to him. 

^ 10. hlurud Baksh (son), born in tlia fort of Rohtax on 

Wednesday, the SSth of Zilhij, 1033 AJJ, 

^ n. LiitfiiilEih (son), bam in Sufar 1036; died iu namazan 

1037, aged one year and 7 inontlis, ,< 

13. Daulat Afsa (son), born in 1037 j died tha lyllowlng year, 

^ 13. A daughter, bam in 1039 A. H.} died the some year. 
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H, Gttuluu'Am Begam (dauglttBr), tlie issufij bum on the 

night af Wednesdiiy, llie I7lh of 2ika-ad, lOW A, H, ^ 

(1690 A, Dd in Burhanpur. 

It \va« ill giving birth to her loiiti chiltl that the Empress died. w* 

The no til ors of the fid'JkAdftndota and Aindfi Sitlth, both con- 
iooipurary Listotiaui, b&vc furnUhod toucblog paitlcuiais of tho 
last iQotneuts of UuiDtnZ'iiz Zimani. 

Her Majesty beiug pregnant and Ltie usual time of delivery 
Iwjng DGar, she bBcamc suddenly ill and snStjfeJ from ongmisli 
of travail in nhlU-birtk. firom the morning of Tuesday to the 
tnidnigbl of Wednead ly foltovring, it being the iTtli of the monlli 
of Zikad 1010 A.IL (1S3J A.D.) After midiiight alie gavii 
birth to a daughter; but, on account of some in ter ual derange¬ 
ment^ her troubles increased and abe had fainting libs. At leoglh 
seeing that her eud was near, she osked the Princess tTuhan Anv 
Begaia, who sat by her side, to call the Euiperor, her Iloyal 
consort, from n room in the ZiiMiiHi whore Bis M-ijesty then was. 

The Ejiperur hastened to the queen's apartment and took his 
seat ab the head of his dying beloved wife’s b^J. Muratas-nz- 
Zamam looked on tUeking with despilranJ toirs in her eyes, and 
adiuonUhed him to take good care of her children and her ohm 
aged father and mother when ahe w.is herself ao more. Thau fia- 
ing hat eyes on the compantoa of her life and casting a deep look 
on hint, ahe breatUad her last at tliree watches before sunrise. 

The eatiro court wout into mourning, tils Majesty put on Tim mourn, 
white robes,and tbe Princes Royal, tbo grau lass of the realm and 
ofHcbls and aervauU of stole dressed themaelvea in mourniDg 
costume. 

Mumtaz'iiz-Zainaui, at the lime of bet death, was 39 years u^f 
•t monlha and 4 days old. TEic poet Bcbadal K.hau foniid the date 
of her death la the hemistich :< — 

ji,i 

“ Afay fwi Aillic te the #1)0 Jb of Mumta# U iiiuil.’' 

The aUove givv# tlis date IWO il.H, (1639 A.D j 

The remains of the Empress were, according lo tha Eustern 
faMiioti ol temporary burial, called uffutunf (trust), depositod in bfhiniwr. 
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fjrfef i*f tliD 
Elnii’iirw. 
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Ihc garden of Ztinabiul stcra® Llie Tapli riverj in Btirliaiipur, where 
the Ling then encaniped^ project!tissg the ivtir Kliaid- 

Jikhoji Lodi in tJie Deecan. The hndy wna iaterred in a pLt of 
ground in the luid^t of whieli wm a be^aiitirul faunluLu wbii;h 
adorned llie garden palace of ZenabaLl 

On the afteruoon i>f Tlmre^kj, the 25th of the month heforo 
rneutionedt His MajeHsty, having emssed the Tiipti, vL^ifced the 
garden of Zsuabod to reoitc the FaLilia^ or prayer, on the tempopiry 
tomb of the Eioprega. He made it his role, as long aa the camp 
was in Budianpnr, to visit the toinb every Friday, Grief so aver- 
ivholfned Jiiia that for f% week he refused to sea nay Amir of 
the Eiopirc and did not appear at the Jharnkit wiiido# of the 
Khds Am^ or transact any biiaine^ of State, He waa mom llmii 
on<® heard to say that, if the burden of an Einpiro Lad not Ituii 
on Ilia shoulders^ and if Lho precepts of Mohaniinedau law [Shara) 
had not strictly fcrLiddmi ckinonstraljuiis of sorrow on the death 
of any one which la any way infringed the rules of resignation 
aad full reliance oa tlio will of the Creator, so ovcrpoweml was 
he with grief* that he would have at once resigned iho Enipirc 
and diadem and aiadea partitioo of the country ainoog his sous, 
hor two years he ahandonod all sorts of pleasurable pursuits, 
espccLilly the heoritig of luurie and tuLtricnl InstmmentG, tlio 
wearLig of jewels, the usa of perfumes, the partaking of rich food 
and Ihe wearing of precious cogtuiiietB. On the Id fesLivalfl and 
other festiviiitB when Ihc ladies of the rojal house hoi i assenihkd, 
according to custom^ abouils his person^ the Ejiipcror, iiil^ng hia 
beloved wife among Ihcnij conid not help aheddiiig tears. When- 
ever lie went to Llie apart meats in which the deceased had iivcd* 
not Budiiig the object of hk lieort lliere* he invariably for a long 
time afterwards noulj not help bursting into tears. JI ulta Abdul 
Hamid, who has furnkhed these aecQuots, eays that, dt the tinio 
of tho death of Hiimtas-n^-Zumaiii, there were not motd 
than twenty white huira la the klag^s beard, hut in a short 
time after tho Queen's deitL!i the attmber of such haira greally 
increased 

Acccnling to WuUei Mohanimnd Siikh. for a long lioie afkr 
the death of JUumtaz* niouruing was observed in Cbtiii for the 
whole mouth of ZiLa-ad each yuar^ when the Emperor put ou 
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pEkved witli square stones and dividuig tlic wUijle uf Lhe gardeu 
into iwD equal parlj?, uqw liiis before j on* It is slmded bv a 
dk^Iightfut IIvenae of tall, dai t cTprtis treeSj idl ia e^iqtikita 
bariDeny witb tbe Eolemnity of tbc scyiae. 

After advapeiug a Liw paces leiYatJa ibe garden j I lie vLsitor 
would da well to turu reuud and view the back portions of tto i»f aimi iq 

^ ^ _ lltfS 

arebitectuTO, wlileli he will bad as fFpleoJid niiiJ mogniiieent as 
the front in all ita clelaihp from the coIuiudb to the arcliitmvcB 
aod the coreJoefl. On either side of the pavilioo along the garden 
wallp arc a seriea of wide galfericsj supported by law coluEuna. 
According to Beruierj the poor were admitted inlo {.hesc galleriefl 
tliree times a week during I he rainy season to receive the alujs 
founded in perpetuity by Shah Jahan^ The traveller was an 
^ 30 -wittier of the distribution of these charitiES, and thousands 
wore the needy fed hare and to whom ensh money and dothea 
were also givau by the Stole officers. 

Between the gatew'as- and tho Tiij itself h a spacious miirhie f he Taj 
ptalfurmp in the ceiilre of which sparkles a lovely little fountain - 
of the fiame material and a long ruw of jd$ dina placed samo 
feet from each other and carried Ifom end to emh The bcsntiful 
walks on eUber aide of tlik row of fountains, each of ivliicb gemjs 
up ft aingle slender branch ofl' iu difFcrent direclioiiE nnJ arc 
ahaded by trees of vnrLous kinds. Tlie stately ]Mibu. the 
feathery bamboo, the Landaomc green banian niid the abady 
orange tree mingle tbeir Uiiui'innt foliage, while the ciiloriferoua 
Jcniun flowera, roses, jasmine and other fragrant shrubs and 
plants sweeten the air. The gnrJeii is moat taateMly kept up at 
Government expeiiae. The eye thus cooled and refr'eahed, tho 
mind thus cheered and cidiveued, a gentla walk of a ijiiatter uf a 
niilft througli tho principal avenue, bnugs you in contact with ft 
dead wall of white marble, to the right and left of which are a 
double %lit of malble steps of great smoothtnras and elegance. 

These marble steps lead lo a platform, feet high and 313ft. 
sipiarc, in tho midst of which slaiida the Diausoleun) itself, 

^ Arrived at the terrace or plaLP^rm and pausing here, one n,* 

ta lost in admiration at the heanty audninguificenco of tho stnic- 
ture. At every stop he discovers new bcaiitieSi As one examines 
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each pari, he h k'ft m aait>uDJGhmeQt at the gmadeurof ihc soul 
Uiat Pj^tied and the goniua that eiecnted so tuarvelloua a 
task. The teaselated pavemeut of hfaek and white marble, forui. 
lag a mosaio of great aeatuess oud elegance, is surrounded oa all 
aides hy a low parapet about two feet high, At each angle 
The of the tomeo atamia a minaret, m feet in height, of niLt 

erqnyito pToportiona, built of wliito inarLle, siirmouated hy a 
ligtli, graceful cupola aupporteil on eight tleguut pillars and 
reached bj a apiraJ staircaae. In the centre of the ijlatfuriu 
stands the mausoleuiD, a wjunre of ISO feet, encircled by a nnm. 
ber of tumta, all of the pnreat marble, descending one bolow the 
other in regular sucoesaion. From the centre spriaga the princi- 
pal dome, 38 feet in diameter aod 80 feet in height, siiriiiountcd 
by a gilt crascenij about 2€0 feet from the ground level. The 
upper terrace round the spring of the doiue ia protected by 
a higher parape t of about 6 feet, each angle being sui'iiiounted by 
cupolas supported on slender piliiirs of tuarble. Those structures, 
viewed from the garden below, give the forif $n»emble a light 
and aerial appearance, alfarding, on cituporisou with the bulky 
doma^ near it, a relief to the sight; fur without them the vast 
swelling would wear a heavy look. 

The sides of the central oclagoDal room, about 60 feet in 
diameter, face the four caidiaal points and ccuilaiu entrances, 
each about iUO feet long. There are suites of octagonal ruuma 
all round, to the number of eight, having direct emnraunication 
with the centre apartment. In these looms tho Koran was 
constantly read by the Mullahs for the benefit of the soul of the 
royal couple whose ashes lie buried here, Bernier, in his Uavels, 
has referred to the reciting of the Koran by these Jlullahs. 
1ftvernier, noticing the same subjecl, writes Krum time 
to time, they change the carpels, chandeliers and other ornaments 
of that kind, and there nro alwaja there some Mullaha to pray,’' 
The elliptic nrehea forming the doors ore each 18 feet high, 
and a^ve each is nn elliptic window. The grand ontraacr la 
formed of a ainglo pointed meh rising nearly to the tomice. The 
entrances and archea fro in the top to the haaemeut, the 
otne aud the tipper gallciies of the tnuk^olA, arc decoiated with 
flowers in relief, cat ont of marble in various patterns and inlaid 
with ornaiuemnl designs in marlle of different colours, especially 
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J^[L|t2 aad a bluLit ?iokt Tarie^ljT From lU^ paYGUicat 

[t> llie top of tlse arclies aud abug t]ie walb arc laserlcd pasaagea 
fruHi lha Koran jo letters of black oiaible let mto the ^vbite 
inurble grouLtd with so innch eaiflOloesa tbatj if too paaa a needlo 
jioiut over ibe stooe, it irUl ooL be ioLerruptetl anywhere, so 
smooth and soft has the atirface been made, althoogh tho work 
is porely inlay, Eacli letter so inserted is about a foot in bugth. 
According to ons writer* * they are cist otit so regularly, witb 
iiUch precision aod so elegantly, tbut the best cnlSigrapbist 
could not prcxlucCp ^vitU the peu on paperj better TwyftrO or 
ebaractora^ if he took over such great care in th e at temp L“ 

Concern]og the ariimgement of light in the ceulral octagonal 
room and the cod tere peiature maintaiiied herci Fergusaon writes: 
^"The light ifi the ceutrul n part men L is admitted only ibrougb 
double sci’cens of w bite merbb Ire Ills-wcik of the mo^t c^qohiitQ 
design^ OHO on the ouler aud oue on the timur face of the walls. 
In otir diniatc thU \vonlJ produce aemly couipleLe dai kncsa ■ but 
in India, and io a huildiug wbolly eemposed of white marblep 
tbis waa reijuircd to temp&r the glare that otherwise w?ould hare 
beau iatolcrabb. Aa it is, no words can eiprtiia tho charmed 
beauty of that centra! chamber^ seen in the soft glooia of the 
subdued liglrt Lbat roaches it through Lbo di^t^aiit and half-closed 
openings that siincutid it When tided as a Bata Biirh or 
pleasure palucOr it niiut always have been the coolest and love- 
tiestof gnrdeu relrealj3, and iiow^ tbai it is i^acred to the dead, 
it is the iijcst gracefijl and the ip:ost impressive of scpnlclires 
ill the world/" The Bcreeus referred to, wliiu^b are of njarhk and 
jetsper^ arc dc(?:irattd with a wtiinseolliug of sculptured tabbtf, 
representing Ho word of various patterns* 

III the grand uci agonal lialh aiui iiudur ihn principal dome 
previously described, eOiad tho to nib of i^lniatn^t Malm! in the 
centre, aud iliat of Shili Jnhdu, misuJ soiuew lial above here, ou cue 
aide. The touiba are soreopliagi of the jiUrest tumble^ esr[UiaiteIy 
carved and olabomtely iijEiId with agate,, bloodstoue, lapis la^ulJ, 
corrieliun nud cjtlier poly colon rod and prculoua stones STid gems 
which have bscii liu bedded la I he white marble ground-work 
wdth cxlrcnie ologauce and cxactuesa. According to some tjf the 
beat judges, a few of the flawens ou the conoloplia are carved 


no 
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Wjttiaucli eitJWJliiC'sa aud nccnracjr that tijer coiiiprists flfly or«xty 
varielies of stones of different colours VTi'tliio a space of leas than ao 
inch eacli. and iritli stieh fiiniJi aoil delicacy of ci ecu don are tW 
blended together that, seep with tho naked eye. they prudoce tlie 
appeareoce of natiu'al fJoivers truly imitated It U otify wjlh 
•MitoSilP* ^ uiwroscajw tlsat they can bo diatinguLshed The 

iJio«i*ijt»liiir. surrounJod ivitfi an ocLagannI scrcea eight feet 

high carved out of solid blocb of white marble, highly polished 
the doorivay to the eadoai.re, ia the shape of an arc. bui„. a 
conple of feet higher. The carving U open tracery in eacentnt 
devices, the lilies, irlaisapd other flowers being intcr-wroo^bt in 
the moat intricate orjiamcated designa. Tbe surface of the"walla 
mt^nnlly is higl.Iy polbbed and fiimiahes eyidence of scglpltiml 
art in Ite greatest intricacy. miiiTjtoiiesS and elegance. All the 
spandrels and angles are embellLihed with white marble of tbe 
purest descriptioD, inlaid with precious atones such as bloodstone 
jaspers, agates lud the like, represcutiug wreaths of Ifowcre' 

I ♦/*!!! a bun Jr ed ways, foraiiiig, according 

e es ju tUe most b^flatiFul anj preckiis eUtc of 

ornament ever odtipied in nrcliilecture.” 


“The judgment, indeed,- says Fergiisaou. "with whwh this 
style of on^ent is apportioned to the varioiis parts is almost 
as reinarkahlo as the ohuiTneut itself, and conveys a high idea 
t» I e taste and skill of the ludinu arebitcots of that age " 


“ Uie inscription on the tomb of Shi%. 

ffalidn 

■ iK-l ,1. 








f i’ r* ly^* 

*>J / ^\ Li J rj 

■ ilwellio* in^I * I** *^**"!>*'“ lii'fEnir .hi, vinyls in jiAmi]j«e snil liw 
Jorf uf mn.t«ll!ti'* dwfllpf in ifte region of LlhJ, tlw sefooi 

_ Jahun, (lie King raJImi^ nmy bis iiianHlcnm 


l»r*iU*^**** ^ giveii lij- Ipc Maluoimtalaui tu tlic gnMJwl if 

to tlin Itgllrt uf jiio'iloiianjmJSin*!' S^tT^ heaven*, wh^tr. scoorJfns 

fh«, sit the asMinlih rttw d«lh. 
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Til e Taj (from the river side). 
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•Ter flooriBfai and mij bEi abiKle be m tlie tiEaveiu, Imre EM rrr>m Mm 

tmavltarj wrjrlJ to Uio w orEd oi eieruilj' od the night of ^Slb qI thf ni>inlh 

of Enjiii 107a A jr. (laas a,D|. 

The foUawing b ibe iu^ftptioit m the tomb of Uucataz 
I,- 

I *f i Ji ^ y* 

TliH jllrrmonlt^d ^pulishm of ArJilluELnil Dano UegHiii^ Bn tilled MilULtiJ 

Aftibe.!. Dieil m 104*13 A.[I. {L 030 A.D. or yckim. before tlm Kiog'a deAth). 
Abov(? the ssircopbeigLis are iii^eribed the Oft iiatnes of Ooil* 
Oil the bead of tlie ™-cnpltngHK h the ijiiicriptiori 

He ii Uie eTEilnBLinj^. He i« unlSElc-nb 

Or one side m inscribed tbc foliowlug:— 

UJ| iii jyti y^l 

Nearer nniv G[>d are tJioee ^lio i.n|: *anr Lonl ii 


A 


1^5 


Oil tha head of the sarcophagnu b ]D3cnbed tho following 
pa**g4ige from the Koran . 

yijA LU|y I 

ijod lft He l/i^Bide wLnirt th^rfa Lh iio GehI. IJb knowBEb what |i concealfd 
ind wbat i» manifeit. He 1 b merciful and compfl^TcinfltCp 

The real tombs ore in a low vaTilt pltucj^d eKaolly ncider-Tba n»L 
Death tlioEQ in the hull above. As in the appor hal)* the 
of Shdli JahAii is liigber than that of iib 4^|iieen, ihe latter 
being in the centre of the vaulted underground chntnber, trbik 
tile former is at ite side, to the loft. 

The apacions vanlte<l chamber is readied bj a sloping 
passage, bo highly poliabed tliat particular care l^aB to be 
exeicised iii stepping on it to avoid slipping. The light from the 
door falls directly on the torabsT whidi are of much plainer work- 
manabip. Beneath these lie the nshes of the beaiidfnl Mnuilaa 
llabal, ia tithnsc meinoiy the mausokmu was built by hereimsort, 

Shih Jahiio, who was bimBelf htiricd by her side by his son 
AnrangTcb, 

The vault Ls ever fiUed with perfumes, and il<^wers are foiiod 
sprinkled in profnaion on the tamiaa and amuTid tliem. 



IIS 
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The following is itiscritMHj on ilie Emporiums ssnmpTingus in 
the r&ftl lofiih;— > 

f lit [y liiT ^ J* 

t.1^ tjli? 

^ Tlie P*(rr«J Mjuitelirs td HU most etatloil Mujisty, dwtlfrr of juiriultiip, 
tlio secoml loril of tonsictlnlino, ilio King* Shtill Juliiiii, mny Lis iuou«oloun) 
over flourish, lOTS i. H (IGaS' A* D,), 

ir The iiiseripUans on the intnb of tlio Empress are the same as 
on the upper scLrenphagtin, 

The vaulted ohamher was, during the Ufetimo of Sluili Jnhltn, 
opened once a year, namely, on llie annlrersary of tho deaih of 
the (]i.iecb Mnritaz Mahn], with great ceremony, and profeseors 
of other roligions were not admitted into it. Bernier, la his 
travels, bos thus referred to tliis prohibition of adimssioar—‘'Asno 
Chrifitian ie admitted nitiiio, lest its sajirtjty should be pmfanetl, 
I have not teen the interior, hut I iindemtflnd that nothing can be 
conceived more rich and mjaguificent" 

The stalely rlome of the Tiy produres an eclip at once pnre, 
swoel and proloogetL A ainglo tone floats nnd snar-s, in tho vault 
overhead in a delicious vibration; reverberated echoes augment 
into a voliioie of harmonioue voices, fading away gradnally until 
they arofiirailowod up iu the blue vault nf heaven. WrUereare 
mwt enthusiaitic in dcBCfihiug ihe effeots produced by the oiidula- 
tion, " I pictured to myself," rays one, the effect of an Arabic or 
Persian lament far the lovely ifutnta^ sung over her tomb, Tho 
tespouses that wonhi come from obova in the pauses of the song 
must resemble the himdanios of angela in puradiae/' Another, re" 
ferring to the vibralhma caused by a low sweet song of praise and 
peace, says, “It is as themgU some congiegatiou of the stica were 
chanting ilieir earnest hymns above our heads.'' The masterly 
pen of Raynor thus paiiita the nmjeaty, the a«e,atiathe pre¬ 
found and dignified stillnesg of the vaulted chamber:— 

'* Thc hall, notwithslanding the precious material of which it 
is built, and the elaborate finish of its ornaracuta, has a grave 
and aolomu effeet, infasing a i»aceful screntty of mind, auch as 
we fonl when eentemplating a happy death Stem, uiumagiaa- 
tire persons have been liiiown to burst siiddcidy into team on 


"Tlie Tomb of Shaf^^ATiSRT 
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The Mosque of the Taj, 
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ciDtericg it| uud ^vliocver C£iu beltdld itie Taj without h^^Uog il 
thrill that sends the moblure to hU eye, hm do seuac of beauty 
in hifl Boul.'' 

On either side of the Taj, and ranioved bom it by a dktaoce xhiy Mii^Ld 
of about a hundred yards, arc two largo mosques of red sand- 
atone, vfilh three domes inlaid with Tvhitc marble. That to tbe 
west only was mtended for prayers, and has rcreeafjs [lOiiitiisg 
to the KA^ba, The floor is marked off into small piirlitionAg 
each suflicieDt for one niMi to aUad, beiid hia kneea and nM 
to go through the genuflections and protitratioDS presciibcd by 
tlie faith of Islam, The one to tlie which Is precisely 

similar, but has no recesses towards tbe Jtijirfuii or eeala. for 

prayers, was intended as a counterpart to the other, so as to 
preserve the symmetry of the group and the utiiforuiUy of 
appearance externally. The false mosque is known as the 
Khdntiy or place for the congregation to assemble 
before prayrJts^ or on the anniversariGs of the death of tbe ^* ** '*“*‘ 
Emperor Shah Jahfin, or his consort^ Taj Mahal.* la an 
tndosnre beneath the true mosque is pointed out the place where 
tbe body of the Empress was deporiUd embalmed, while tbe 
lunusokum woa lu cour^ of conetfuction. 

The iiinfjitl and Jamilul Kltdna are connected by a low 

parapet, while there are stairs from them leading to tbo river^ 

In the latter a suite of upper apartments has been added for the 
accommodation of vbltor^ to the Taj wisliuig to make a temporary 
slay for the benefit of thoir healthy or for the purpose of pleasiiie. 

From tfao summit of this structure and of Ibe mluarets a 
beautiful view of the surrounding country ia obtained. 

Exactly opposite thtiTaj^on tbe opposite bank of the rivcT;, arc ^ 

riiina of old foundAtioua. Shib Juhilin bad intended these Tounda^ 
tions for a moniimont for bluist^lf coTTCsponding ivlth the Taj, and 
to coDuect the two tombs by a magnifleent marble brii^Cj to ^bow 
the bond of afTcetloti between himself and his beloved consort 


• Mr, Tsrl«r writes of UiiiattUdtatE^ 

** Oo tho cppndte side Usfre Ib a Imlllibg |;ircclseS>’ Eiliitu.r» DQ1 CKf HD tisc 
wliA^iir, excetA M a liroof of Om KciLia nt I»Ibdcc and AjnnxLctrV whiL-h ActuBtcOi 
tUs wIidI-c ilufgo.'' But« its \ trT nuna jumllra, It Waa built tor bd ubjcjcrl^ 
IIIUVeiy» flie 4kss&nib1s|^ of tbe peDpbs before Oie tanu- of Tinijcre mod before the 
diMVEDcinlcs qbif!n ni Hu tb-c BiiJUTeii*n-» at lbs ileatb of tbs EmiHmiT Siitd bis 
eujiKrt- 
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i^voB aficii death. UuL his 0ubsei|ueut captivity prevented the 
ejcecutioti at hw de^gq^ and, vthtu he died, his auBtero soc^, 
Auraagzeb, as has been already Dated^ barisd him by the side 
of his wife, ohtjerving My father eatertaioed a great affectioD 
for my mother j Jet his last restiug place be close to here/' 
rhite, ID the words of Jlr, Taylor, “ Fate coeceded to Love what 
was deoJed to vanity.” 


sight of the Taj by moonlight i^ tuoal cntraacLiig. Tkt^ 
whale structure appcaiB to sparkle like a diauiDud iu the bright 
sUuLiug mys ■ and the pure white Jemcj raised ou a tuikrljle pavc- 
meutp riewed fmin a distance, looke like a brilliant pearl on a 
silvery plate. The daeoratiansea the loarhle walT seein like ao 
many gems set on an ornauient, while the calm stream Hoiviug 
by its aide, eoupbd with the soft shadow cast around by the tree&, 
adds to the loveliness of the soeiie. Nothing but a whispeiing 
breeze breaks the surrouDdieg calm. 


Ihe 

ol ibe 'Iiiji 


It !■ irnrelf 
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Recent writers dilTcr as to the ongiu aad cooceptbu of the 
desigti of the Taj, Some suppose that it was plarmod bv an 
Italian artlat, and others that a French nrtist was the author of 
the ojiquLsito inlaid work on marble which is Co bo seen here in 
the highest perfection. The court of Shah Jah^n was viaited by 
the French travelkis, Bernier and Tavernier, and they have given 
a futl account of Ihe building in their respective Tnivcls. 
Tavernier saw the commencemen t aod completion of the Taj^ and 
Bernier came to India only five years after it had been Hnished^ 
If any of their countrynion, or if any European artist, had been 
the author of the design^ it is not at all likely that they would 
have omitted mention of it in th^lr chronicles^ and wniild not 
have been the Brat to give them the credit which might have 
been justly due to them. But not even an allnaioo to it has 
been made by them in the accounts they have fnrniahed to 
poaterity of tlio rcaulta of their inspection of this wonderful 
building. Moreover, the Taj itself aftorda the best ovidenee that 
it owes its CKisteneo to no foreign tlefiign. ^*^One look at it,"" 
wTitcs an English author^ ** ought to assure any Intclligant tnan, 
that this b fala^^ nay, impossible from the verj' nature of the 
thing, Tho Taj ia the purcBt Saracenic in form, praportionjj and 
ornamental doaigm^ If that were not auffideut, we have stil 






tho name of the MoBkm architect aciilptnred npfm the hiulding,'* 

AanLlior English writef observes : “ Tho ifkii stflmfWKi tipou the 
buiUing ]& entiretj? MuharamtilaQ aod OrieDtal” The idea is in 
perfect nocord with the love of symmetTy characteristic of the 
MQ*[eni nations, and the Taj is most nssnrcdly the highest work 
of art af Saracen in style, the very marrel of mausoleums. 

The building of the Taj wivt coiumenced in 1630. or one year 
after the death of Mnrnm* Mahal. Tlio date of tUe coinpLetiou cMt. 
of the buildiug, inscribed on tbe front gateway, b 1037 (1648). 

It thus took eightoea* years to complete. The cost was three 
miII 101119 starling. 

The silver gates of the Mausoleum, which wer^removed and HIItw s^tw. 
melted down by the data, alone cost Rs. 1,57,000. -^ 

\7e ore told in tlie that, in 10+3 A. IT. (1632 KtiU 

A.R.), a fence or eucloiiire of solid gold studded with gems was 
placed around the Empresa’s sarcophagus. It was miide itndi'r 
the directloiia of Bebadal Khan, the Superintendeat of the 
Royal Kitchen {.Kfnisii Shdi’ifd), and waa a perfect spccitnea of 
the art of Indiau jewelry. It weighed forty tho nnand to!glut of 
pun gold and was valued at ala bikhs of rupees. The interior of 
stniig niioiin was dccLiitated~with a vari^y of eKandeUBr «7 
caudles, and oruamental lamps, Inn teritfl of varioua aizefl. shades and 
coLnra, wlfl'di haiTcoat lakhs ot rupee s, and which, coupled with tho . 
yglrty^Mttglwd'earpetirof'^^ Constantinople that were 

jsiprcad on the floor, made tho place resemble a fairy scene, or 
n paradise on earth. 

In the year 1^^ (1642 A D.) the golden palisade atnive- 

mentioned was removed, It w£ks feiired that gold in such mass 
would he exposed to the danger of theft by ilbdUposed people, and 
in its stead the present net work of ninrble, previously Tofeired 
to, was put up.+ This structure, which la elegance and beauty ia a 
master-piece of Bculplnre, was, according to the Badeftah Navia, 
prepared ia a period of ten years, at a cost of fifty thousand 
rupees, lu 1720 a sheet of pearls, made by Shilh Jafuln Aw 

■ AuccrrdlilE tn ^ wktDhp nn donht the iwikal isf 

thft ccriiiiitrQ^tiaii of the ImUdidMa tu thp TBiji tlie CArivdiH BtmEf 
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covering the tomb of Slumtaz Mnhal, at a mat of Inkha of 
rupees was reuirived * 

I witBesaetl,'^ ^ajs Taremierp the eorutui^neemetifc ami 
aceompibbrnent of this gte^t wnrlt^ on irhioh thej have 
expended tiventy-two years, tluripg which twenty thonaand 
men worked iuce^ntty; this la sufSeieiit to enable one to redbe 
that the cost of it has been ertonnous. It u said that the 
BcnfibldiDg^ alone cost more thnn the entUe work, becatiae, from 
want of woodi they had all to be Lnqde of brietj ns well as 
thpRiipporta of the arches; thm baa entailed much labour aud 
a heavy expenditure* Sb^h Jahdn began to build hia own 
tomb on tlie otUsr side of the river^ but the war which he 
had with his sona, iuterrupted lits plan^, and Aurangzeb, who 
reigns at present, Is not disposed to complete iL An eunuch 
m doutimnd of LOOQ men guards both the tombs of Degatu and 
the TaseameaOi to which it is near at hond,^ 

The Persian historians of Shdh Jahdn have given full lists 
of the workmen from diverse con nines who aaristed ia the 
biildiag of the TdJ^ and of the materiala used, as well aa their 
difoensions and price. We give only a snmmaiy of ihe^e hen?, 
from a manuscript Persian wort callefj the TitTikk-i*T<ij 
in pd^ssioo of the AVkJdfm#, or liereditarT custodians of the 
mausoleum. 

The chief architect vim flEtwi IM, calle<l the Nnhha iVaK*, 
or the plan-drawer^ hh snlary was Ra. 1,000 a month. His sou, 
Aluhiimed Sharif, waa employed as an architect on En. SOO a 
month* The pufisages from the Koran in the Tughya characters^ 
ineeribed on different parts of the building, were executed b? 
the UVuininfltor, Amanat Khun of Shird^, who received a salary 
ofRs. 1,000 a month. His name ii found ioBcribed in bold 
Tughra chnmctcrs on the right hnnd side as the tomb is en tered* I 
It is thus given alter tbe date, A. H, lOIS. « The humble /akiv 
Amanjit Khan of Shirdz;'’ The master mason was ona Molmmeil 
Hanlf, from Baghdrid, also on fis. 1,000 a month. There were 
alpo Ismuil Khan, the architecfc of the dome, a resident of Mm 
(Asiatic Turkey), on Ra. 200 a month ; Mohained Khan, writing 

* Sec inyffi 54 antf. 
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miLBterof Boghclfiil, m 200; MauEiu B«g Piickil:ar^^r worker 
III Mosaic^ of iihEh. TBO; Muttohor Singh, of Baikh^ on 

Tt?L 300| MatiDU Lal^ of CaoUharj on Re. 200 ; Din ITohomed, nf 
Pe^hawoTp on @0; Mohamed Datifp. of Akborobjiil^ on Ra. 100; 

K^jain Khan, pinnftrlo iriDkerp of Laiioio, on llii Of^o; and n 
great mnny others from 'rnrkej, Pmiat Delhi, Catack and thn 
Fiinjabp who received fioJarSts ranging from lOO to Ib. 600 
a moDttL 

According to the Bathhati Nam^t the buildincrH of the Tai^ui^riat^fi- 

^ ^ 1 1 ■ 1 , V nrp, ftf (Lie 

were cons^rneteq imder the £upenntendeuce of jlnkramnL Khan biUliliByr. 

nnd Mir Afadul Karitn, at u cost of 50 lakha of rupees. The 

niibiirba developed into a large town which wob called Maintaz-'The *phii¥iii4 

, , , HOi cailwl 

ahiid» The ixicoDCie of thirtj villages in Pargana Ilavehp a enb- MunitmbiU* 
division of Agra^ with a revenue of forty lakhs dains or one lakh 
per annunij waa set apart for the maintenance of the iiiausolenui* 

In addition to this, the ineouie of all the shops, streets nnd ^rae^J fur tha 
attached to the mamojenm. and amounting to two lakhs of ninoes ai&ano- 
per aDnuiiip tins assigned for its moioteiiancei the fiav^gs from i^tAbLtsli- 
this expense being applied towards defraying the snlniics and 
nilnwances of servautBof the [nstitutiim nnd oHicuils attached to it. 

The ivhite marble came from Jeypur in Eajpntnna; the TbEiitiLoriala 
yellow from the haiiks of the Narhada; a square yard of this cost PBch kiaii of 
Rfl. 40. The black marble caime from a place called Charkoh (four 
hiliflj; a scjuare yard of this cost R?. 90. Crystal from China, 
one square yard R8 l 6T0| jasper from the Punjab; comeliuu 
from Baghdfid; turquoiBee from Thibet; ngate frtmi Yam an; 
lapis lazuli from Ci+ylon; die square yard ocrai: R?. 1,150; coral 
from Arabia and the Red Sea; gariiEls from Bandelkhand; Dia- 
tuonds from Panna in Bundelkhand. The plum-pudding stone 
from JeBseliner i rock spar from Narbada ; the Icadstoue from 
Gwalior; the onyx fforrt Pergia; the chalcedony from ; 

tha amethyst fro^rr Perjiia; sapphires frmo Lnnkii {Ceylon,! and 
the red sandstone, of which I,t4,(H)0 cart loads were used, came 
from Fatohpur Sikri, Many other st^mes werB abo used in iha 
work of miay which have uq KugUsh name. Many of the 
prccimiB ^toucB have been picked out by the Jiiia, Most of the 
Rtonea were reeeiird £ia tribute from the tributary niliag Chiefi^ of 
India, whils many were received os presents* 
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No bullijiiig in the civtlbsed world liaa boon the subject of 
so much eotluiHuiBtic adiuimdou on the part of writers and 
travellers of divere^ countries aod naliomditie^ as the Tdj nt 
A^a. Hi] man taste and bunuii:i ideas alwaja differ. Yet bi^- 
toriaoB of the Bnstaod poets of the West have uoitad in eulogizbg 
itsspLeuilour as the moat magoifieeDt arehiteoturai monument ever 
raised by the vauity of man. Travellers from the remotest parts 
of the globe have boea equally enthuskstie in its 

It may be iutereeting to kuaw^ first of nllj what the opinion of 
the founder himself waa of this edifice^ which he left in the world 
as a glory and moimineat of his gemn^^ thus IcaviTig an ererlastiog 
stamp of hia pasaionute love for hia departed wife oo the earth's 
stirface. and also of hia pride and vanity. 


The following eloquent poems of Sluih Jahdii^s own compofll- 
tiofi in praise of the Taj arc mpiodaced from the pages of the 
Bad^iuk Ntima of Mu I la AbduJ Hamid of Lahore:— ^ 


j^ \ \jj ^ y 

tU/jl 

iSy^i L*t} ^ 


jL^ ( j ^ j 

jX ^ ^ ii Jr* Lla if 

How exfiflient the ^epiiaiiUrB af tLa Eadf af pl]qia« •fitmi 
TliBt a crsiltfl for the body <jf tbs Prtiire^p of tlie wupIiI becnm». 


‘="V £. (j/* ^ jy- 

J Uy ^ «J> 3 a . aj 

JJ J Jl J u!-* J 

LJ o jU* 

^Li* I'lj ^ 1 ^ 

* ^ j<j ^ji jjT r 

iSiJ *< jjt ijf’eu yr 

J I j* I t J f j 

OjW Jj.*j 


i*” Gaantr ■iiil a Hre-w»ir«hlji|Mr« NalCRnim k. 
i i “ JlUiWliiiEin wntert. imt litir m letter infitipE hlrta KMup« 
(pith of lar «p| 1 «iul.r»« that ol hlli uwn. Ht «nt thi, lottefThS^th 2 

hMjioo bird v^wb flClud jui A nwa^ar TIid Qnei«u pmiialed |tar»ei| to tii5 
Prapbefc becuiie * epovert to lib fAith, Slio beuAlms the UaiLmUM nf ^h^ 
Pro[}]]et, Ha£a, i|ib MhlrAted poet of ^biru, lui uld mUi * S?" 

iiieatojn of ItoDpno to ttiO «ity of WiA j- ^ “ rEfflmpM to tho 

V* ^ ** ** *^T 1^ JU yj tf Jij) IJ - ^ 

JHaU tolnd ! fop cnee more liu LJoto tbc moriilof hrHzs t ' 

Xb« hoopM from the city of SaIm Itu Iwujjlit tEe hAppy tidingi. 
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Likfl tlic ot hcAvi^it a briUJjinl ipnt. 

Full Ilf fnigr.iikCfT like paridies frAnghl M?lth mjilcrgriit. 

Ip tbe lireipdlL of iti eonrt perfumes fjrom tlia ii4>iig*gAy o£ iweetheiirt 
Hjie, 

Tbt ujmplis uf pijTviHte tlitir eyt-Iiis for cloAuio" Stj llirriboliL 
Itfl taLIa ADtl gntcfl gUttf!r i^Hli gemij 

Tlia ur Is tJjere free^li adieI ildig'liiiiil ]lko tbs brilliiuc^y of pOoiL 

The *rrblUr:t of iLk sADrisd edMcio 

Brou^bt water for it froiln Um faubtiUD of g^raco. 

On llib B^red ol bigb reDOirn 

^ * Stowers c£ meraj? art eTsir pouripgK 

SIiudM ffolUy ae*k asjluni ber^, 

Like PD€! panloDcd,, lis bcDipio* fnee from eIa. 

^ tSliDnlil H unPEr lusks his wnjr to tliis mAnsIon, 

All b'u past sins aig surs lei be wp^Lud - 

The sight uf this tpjinsinn circa los sarjrosiiDjf sigliiu 
And niskea iiun Ritd muon sheil tests frvto tlicir 
lu this World this c4iioc has bfsD ninde 
To diipl'^y therebj Ilia CreatorV glory h 

As was to bo espeoted^Shdb Jahdii, in prying the t;(UGoei bis 
owu cteatiou, has writbea iu hyporbo-lic aljrl0> aod, occordiog to 
the fasbioD of the time, composed Lis poems in figiirati\% 
language; nevertheless, they show the warmth of hb lieart, and 
that bo fully realized the idea of the greatuess of the mau¬ 
soleum which he has left to poslerityf a ivondcr of the world, and 
a gorgeouB and glorious gift to this splendid Empire. 

Sir William Hunter takes the beautiful domes of the Taj for 
*■ a dream of marble.'' ** The Taj, ** says he, " represents the rowit 
highly elaborated stage of oriiameutation reached by the ludo- 
Mohammedan builders, the stage in which the architect ends and 
the jeweller begins.'’ Bayard Taylor dcscrihoB it as « a thing nf 
perfect beauty and of absolute finish; in every detail it might 
pftBg for the work of genii who knew naught of the weakness aad 
ills with which mankind are beset," 

“ It is too pure," says a writer, "too holy to he the work of 
human hands. Angela must have brought h from hoavont and 
3 glnaa case should be thrown over it to pfcscn-e it from every 
breath of air." 

A Kussian artUt describes it ai “a lovely womaH,abusG her as 
you please, but the moment you come into her presence, you 
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Bubmit to ita fascination." Jlr. Keeno on this remarka ;■* Admit¬ 
ting that there is Eometliing alight And eflemtnato in the general 
design which cannot be altogether obliterated or atoned for bj 
the beauty of dceorntlon, the diqilo seema just and calls to mind 
the foTnilkr coup let in the liape of the lock. 

‘If to Uor iltarc #c«e fciiialo erreiv foil, 

‘ Loot in Ler fMe and i'tm’JI forget thmi all.’ ■* 

^ In the words of Bishop Heber, « though everything is fir*isb«I 
ibe an onmnient for a dmiving mom chlumey'piece, the general 
effect produced is rather solemn and impressive than gaudy." * 

hir. jafn gs Fergusarm writer of ti, « With its purity of material < 

and grace of farm, the Taj inai' chaileuge compariBoii xvlth any 
creation of the same sort in the world. Its beauty may not be 
of the highest class, but in its class it is unsarpaesed," As ob* 
sein,’ed by a yiter, " while the aepulcbral works adorning the 
valley of the Nile will ba regarded as wonders of art for their soli¬ 
dity of ennstruction and sublimity of conception, the ToJ at Agra 
shall always call forth the admiration of man kind for its being 
the most exquisite specimen of human architecture and the most 
gorgeous roiuanee of wedded lovr.^' “ I Mked my wife," say a 
when she had gone over it, what she thought of the 
building ? ‘ I eanuot/ said she, ^ tell you what 1 think, for I 
know not bow to criticiso such a building, but I can toll 

you what 1 feel [ I woul d die to-morrow to have such anoUier 

^ —— " 

It has been truly said of the Tsj that “ it is id arohilecturo 

w at thg Vcmia do Medici is iu sculp lure, or ShakcKpcaro iu 
poetry," 

" Xo description, however vivid or precise,’' observes the 
Reverend French, « no colouring, howaver brilliant or varied, 
oven If siipplenieutcd with iNvlntiuKs or drawiags, can give one ^ 

awiTeet idea of the Taj for its uablenuss, an edition unparalleled 
Id tho of 

Having cnen come L, eontact with this marvel of monuments 
It » Dot without Btmie relactanee that one severs hiioiieJf frpo, J 
spot made so lovely by art and so rich and attmetive by memories. 
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A visitor thiia paiatB bis impreasiona of n parting aight^ One 
r^tnrna and retums to ft mih undiinliiiBbed pleaaunf^ and Ibongh 
at Gvorj return om*& atCentloo to the sioatl&r becotne^ 
mid lesSj tho pleasure wbick he derivea from the eoutemplntinu 
of the greaLer of the nhole ocUecti^elj seema Iq mafnaaej and be 
IcnvnK it tvith a feeling of regret tlial he eould not. have it all hia 
life irithiu Ida reach and tvith the iisstirance that the image of 
vpbat he ba3 Been can never be obliterated from his mind 
m^o}'y holds her seat'" 

Wo close our imperfect doacription mu] feeble ontUneof thia 
gem of Eastern architechire with the fella wing poetical prodiut!!- 
lions of bdy authars in praLae of the nmuBolmim 

0 than ! whoa^ ffreal IrairErijil nsliid coiilJ ntlae 
Tbk ipL'iulid tropby to a womoii'eF pmks I 
If Icve or bipircJ the Lold desi^, 

—. Ko inarlol joy or BDrraw tliiae 

fikop on isectirD I IMa tnoaimicaL liiAU ataDiI^ 

WliAQ deBolalian'a w\ng aw^epe OTOr thtt bniti 
By lliuQ and dcolli id odd wide rnio bDrlM. 

The loat trfiimphaDt woadpr of tJio world,* 


S 


Furo nM SfumtaxA’s 4 polEe«a fiiinep 
Tho DDBuIlLcd fnnrblo ahines ; 
llicli ws her lord 1b DEirlvailed Idto^ 

Tbo irreatJiCA that dock thoir dirinea 

On fanor ^01*0 gTorfonB I bare gazedi 

WitDt'Sfl &t. Feter'fl donifl ; 

AocI oofttllrr obTao brigid afUTmil 
Tlie Modiciiio ioi 4 ib« 

Dnt tliio Lovo*Riomple--bennteoaB pilop 
Tlie pHdu or Eiurtf-in t^rl t 
ThU bcMHti ibe prefleat dEilly, 
nun Ackefl on UbA heart 

All ruling Fowor I to thoo wo head. 

Thy potent charm we own^ 

Tins stiDctiire^ Bioiple, graceful, pyre, 

Ob 1 ibis lA tovo'l nlone I i 


* By tadj wife of £^r George Ndimt Ime CnmniDDdef-tu-Oi^ 

t By hlrt V* Fngutt tho wilo of Col- C* FofATh AitjiiMiil-GADA(«I imitcf Lord 
Combertnefe. 
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No priaci^ far wcaULi dt ^vI<b Jqiu faTnctl^ 

Xo inar^Al Uimcls ilih biMiaifKiiiR fuKirlc! 
in ilcAtEh's thjiil unjtft tlie fair Alniiitafn 
AnJ jsiijlja over Jiiinaii'A iviiiJIiiig wiLicr cn^pt^ 

Tean ettnU ^ anjelri u'Wfv EltloJ, 

AratrttLl ]3f>r2^VL] fa poiirly drt>p§ 

Tbrrt fiiwl fc^reve-r eun^milfld Llicy silamip 
A ialry folirifr^ pri(l«f o£ bud. ^ 

Tiie lilt [Umf‘ Tb^ first anntvoE^arj of the de^th of MuinEiLz MAkal took place 
in the month of Zikml 10+1 A H. (1C31 A.R>. ArMidiug to 
the BattslmhNmmi,gmQd prepamtiotia aiMJe on the occa.'sion 
in tlie Tnj JJahal. Thsi ofRcinla of thn Iloyal houseliold 
fAFuiasuddian-iSayutaty, neting^ under the fcing*a order, 
adorned the eoiirtyard of tlie ainuaeleiJin ivlth superb tents and 
costly S/iUmic^nas. All the prijice^^ of blood royal aud the Amii’s 
add grandees at the metropolitau city osseiubled to do Iiodout to 
Oie occasion. So did all the learned footi of the fnitli, tlie 
Sliei1cJi3,ik^Ubima^Q.ndi}iQ /Jff/isr<Sf (those who reenUect the 
Korwn by heart). The grnndees took their scats according to 
rank under the S/tamiana, and the Emperor graced the assembly 
with hia preseuce. At His Mnjesty'a eominand, Yaminuddonla 
Asif Kban^tbe futhar of the Jameuted Empress^ took fals along 
with Mohained All Beg, the Persian envoy. A table-cloth having 
been tlicn spread, the moat magniticent dumeri coiisUtlpg of a 
variety of delirious foods, sweetmeats, and fruits, ivas aers^ed to 
the guests assembled, and verses frouj tbc Korin were read and 
prayers offerod for the benefit of the ^oui of the deceased. Out 
of one lakh of rupees Bet apart for distribution as alms to the poor 
assembled on the occasion, fifty thousand were distributed the 
same day^ while the reimining fifty thousand were distributed on 
the following day. It was also ordered thatp on tbe auniveraary 
of each Buccesrive year, fifty thousand rupees be spent in alme 
when Hia Jlnjesty should be in the metropolii, but when be 
ehould be out in canip* then a sum of rupees twelve thousand 
should be spent for the purpose. 

Whenever the King wag in the metropolisp he attended the 
oAtilTersary of liia cjueen in tbo dompar»y of bis Jiffectionste 
daughter, the Began) SaliilK iud the ladies of ihc ha^Tm, The 

* AliODjiou'ai. 
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I 4 idjc 3 ftosupM Ihe platfom, being toocealeKd fTOia tbo 

public giusa by /fftnafSj or BcrcosEisof red clotls and velvet, while 
the Jmirs assembled nndcvt S/iaT?iiaifni3 wbicb were pitched for 
the Dccasion. The fixed sum of nipeea fifty thousand was on 
each occasiDti di&tribnted in nkas, haU on the day of the nuniver- 
SEkry and half on the following day* 

People asaemhled on the occasion of the aiinis"ej^3try from all 
parts of India. 

FATTEHPUR SIKRL 

About 23 mile& south-west of Agra and 14 miles hem 
Bhartpiir fort lie the magnificenk minH of Fattebpiir Sikri* the ^ikrU 
Windsor of Agra, the imperial residence of Akbar* It is situated 
on tbu same line as the old Mopbol road^ and crosses^ on the way, 
some ancient imgalioti works and bridges now no longer in vise, 

Fattehpur Siktij now a tnuuieipal town of the Karowli Tebsih or 
Stih-Divmon of Agmj derives its name from two vilkgea that Uc 
clo&e to each olber^ Sikrij once a lonely hamlet, is adoroed with 
mihrt taiitm l bnildiug&i promiuent among which ia that belonging to 
I he descendants of the chief architect who finpcriateiided the 
construction of the palaces for which Fattehpur is jnatly famouG. 
Fattehpur was the name given to it by the Emperor Akbar^ in 
honour of the birth there of hia sou Salem, aflorwaitls Jahangir. 

In the Ain-i'Akbari^ Fatehpur, alias Sikri, Is mentiotied as ono of 
the 42 Porgauas, or Suh-Divkiotifi,ot iha Suba (Provieee) of Agm 
called the Darul IChilafac. 

It vraa a dependency of the Sir tar of Biana, compri^ug 33 " 

mdAci/.^ Abu I Fazl thug notices it in the Ain-i-Akbjm;— Akbui 

“ FatUbpur Sitrij a village of Bfona^ ia situated at n distaoeo 
of twelve }m from the D[inil-Khilafat. Through the auspices of 
Jim Uajesty it has becotno one of the mu^t nnagnificeDt cities of 
the world A fart of sandstone bos been founded hercj and on 
one of Ite gates Imvo been placed two olephiint gtatues. It hmi^ 
been embellished with lofty cdiliccs. On the summits of liilla have 
been constructed the Royal palace and the bouses of the grandees 
of the Empire, while the plaina overlooked by the hills arc 
adorned with nu morons summer houses and sumptnoue garde ns. 

By the commaiid of His Majesty a JSebooi and maugolcnm 
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have becD baUt on the hJlle^ anti thej ate of sach beauty and 
elngancQ that, aiiicordipg to peisoufs who have travelled through 
the tvorltlj there am edilicca tJii earth ^vhichc^ equal them in 
mngiuficeacc. Close to tho city are extcneiTc huaLing' gTomids on 
which His Jlajesty has laid oat a cricket grouad and built 
a toner from ^vhich he wit cesses the ooirbats of elephants. 
Hero is a mine of red saeilstonQ out of which stoucs for 
pillars and Hunk a can be ciit in such quantity ns may 
be wiBhod. Through the auspices of tlje Asylum of the 
Uuiretsc, doth and «lk textures of exnzellent quality caa bo 
umnuractured here, and the artixans of all classes are thriving." 

In the record of the 16th year of the reign (1571 A.D,J Abul 
FazI gives an account of the buildings at Futtehpur Sifcri- He 
Writes:—Sikii, a dependency of Biana, becanie the chief city (Afm'i 
ynnio). The Emperor of Lho world, who has the gtmd of bis 
subjects at heart, directed his attentiou towards the ambellishiucnt 
of Lbjs place, Sikri belog the fortunate place of the birth of Royal 
Friacea and being the residence of Sheik Sabm the chosen of 
God, His Uajesty resolved on ftxing Lis royal rcsideuco here, as 
well 05 making it the abode of tho grandees of the Eiupire. Accord' 
icgly under orders of His Jlajesty, royal palaces of great beauty 
amt mognidccDce wero built here, and tho nobles cif all rank 
constructed elegant odidees fur their rcsideace. Order was Jtig o 
given to lay the fuundntious of a fort of red saudstone. In 
a short Lime, Sikri became a great city with mausolcnmBj collcgo 
and public bathe ; a bazar was built of atouc, and the grounds in 
theenvirooa were Laid out with Hue gardens, canals and aipicductsL 
The city became the envy of the great cities of the world. His 
Alajesty gave it the name Fattchabad, but the place came in time 
lo be called Fattchpur by the [leople, and tlie Emperor accorded 
his sanction to that name. 

The fort of Agra was couiiueiiced in the 10th year of Akbar'a 
reign, or in 156b A,ll,, aud it was not until the commoncGmeiit 
of the bltb year of tho reigu, or three years later, that Fattehpnr 
Sikri was selected as a royal residence. Traces of furtilicatiDDS 
that had been begun aro still to bo seen, at the losl-mcntiooed 
place, and it was lho intenticn of Lho Emperor to build hU entire 
metropolis there. For the next 17 yean, or until the 31et year uf 
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fcbo rcifju (15SG A.D.J. lie Iitjld Iiia court at FutlcbporSitrij which. 
caiTTic to be styled in public corneapotidetice llie Diiriil Kbiialbtj, luid 
Agn% WQ 3 iheuuiuiuEiLc&piLttL Wlieiiover the Eraperor^t Out ^ 

expediibna, he left bk uiicl fbniily at Fattehpur Sikii^ hij 
favourite pbee of roaidcuce. Abut Fazl in the Akburnamah 
a graphic uceuUbL of the arrivals of His JlajoBty at FatLchpur after 
Joag jouTDey saud the way hi which he was greeted hy tlic uiembm 
of bta hoa^hold^ tho royal princes and the aohlea ou such 
occasiops, WheOj after i:|uelliiig the disturbapec at Gtijnat^ raised 
bj ilirza Hnssaiu (when Iio performed tho iiiarvdluua journej of 
TPurc tbau 450 inites with such celerity that, ia spite of the season^ 
he collected an araiy and reachcil the seat of war on the ninth day 
from leaving Agra)^ ho returned to Agra, after an absence of ntily 
43 days (on Itouday^ the €th of October the return of the 

royal camp was nindc an occnaimi of great rejoi^inga. A^ the 
Emperor approached his favonrito residence, SikTi, he loouuted 
hb war-Iiorsc, a grey charger with lieiitia-staiiied mauo and tail* 
gracefully holding hLs spear in Ids hnnd. Before hiEii marched hb 
body^guaril and his royal comrades with lauecs adorned with 
goldcp balls on the top. The mim ruyal household aud the 
Amti-s, who had bceu left behind, came out to the foot of the hilb 
to greet binn Iutense wa^ the joy and eutbusiasm that prcTniled* 

TJio uproar of the acclamatiDua and the straiEis of inunic from the 
portaU of the grand mosque hlled the air and nnnounced tbe 
news of victory fur aud wide: It may ho interesting to dcficrihc 
ibu event in tbe auLbor'a owu bcauLiftil language, Abul Fu^l 
sayg:— 

jX U J iju 

t JjJ J ^ ^ J i;: LfXi| 

JUJ ^ yj C/Jy^ ^ o Jl 

Ijif jy ^ 

At ouc watch before suusci Hi^ MiijcfiLy came to hattehpuri 
iho scat of the Empire, liko heultli in lifo and soul lu body. 

Fresh waters came into the broefc, aud Lhe wmihl became like 
a gankn. Theh Highncysea the Begaiiis, Iho princes of high dig- 
nity aud tho ^eluded inmates of the cbasle household, gaiucti 
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ii^DGiijr EBcJ prosperity by beboIdii'k|^ Hia Maje&ty^a couDteuanoD. 
Tlie ccreraoiiics of offering were pcrforaictj in the beet rtjle, nud 
the eyes of those who bad longed for im interview acf|iiired in* 
creased brightries*.” 

Aa arrival after an absence often months in the Punjab Is thus 
celebrated in the poems of Mulla Fyzi quoted by bis brother Abul 
Faz! in the same work: 

i>jr 

The bfcftw of joy ie sceakd from Fattnlipar, 

For mjf Klaj* is coming from a tong joumcj, 
now jirosi*roe4 Hi. JlajfstyV arrivaL for every mooKat 
(imu the Leart of iha [le&ply 
A tlieiiSAu^l joys ipv tlifplajcd. 

Mav hiB arrival 1% fortunate to tlia world, 0 Fad, 

Poi- the wholo people are mmlng to greet Jiim. 

His Majesty entered Fattehpur through a iin friumphulia ut 
nobles trod elephants, and was greeted by troops, dancere and 
perfoimcrs and moved to the sound of the martial drum. 

The rebellion of Lis luilf brollier. Mobaininad Hakfm Mim, to 
whom Akbar had given tlie kingdom of Kabul, and his iacoisiona 
into tho Panjab, coinpalled Afcbar to move from Fattehpur to 
Lahore, which for fourteen years enjoyed the distinction of beLig 
the capilal of the Empire. It was not until the I3rd year of ibc 
reign, or 15U8 AR, when the Emperor returned to Hindustan, that 
Agra became the real capitaL The reasnn, which led His 
Wajesty ultimately to chooBO Agfa for bis metropolis have been 
dMctibcd elsewhere* From I59S to I(*05. when Akbar died hn 
held bis court at Agra, thoagb Fsitehpur conliimed to bi his 
^;oimte residence Fattehpnr was. properly speaking. Akbar's 
A\imW, Agra hi« London. The gateways ore called rcspoctivelv 
Delhr, Lai Agra. Ajmerc, Tahira, Siirajpol and ChancbinpoL 

Allami abeikh Abul Fazl. in giving an acconnt of tho 
uth year of Akbo re rei^ informs its Ju tho AttatmanwA 

* Sod Ute cluSn^ tuition «( Husk atwua^ ' - 
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that about thk time His Majesty, having, through Sheikh 
MnhamiiiaiJ Bakhnii, Hakim-ul-mulh and other grandees 
who haij access to the rojal thiooep heiuti of tho religlQus 
ftimo and piety of Sheikh Salem uf Sikn, resoWed to 
lodge the meraber^ of the royol serpglio close to the residence 
of the venerable Sheikh at that village, expecting that tlie 
spiritual power of the holy laan, cQtnbiued with the sanetity 
of the placoj would leanlt in his being hle^cd, TPitb a son, 

* Befofc that lime/writes the tateuted hktoriaiip 'the Emperor 
had several children born to him, but in the mysteriouR 
wisdom of the cteatoCt they liad all Lmveiled to the world 
of eternity ; uathinking people attributed this to the uukeki- 
aesa nf the locality; and the King, wishing to shut the 
mouth of tridc'i^ with the eeal ef silence, determined on u 
change of place. The choice hilling ou FattehpuTj the ])ur-ul- 
khilafat^ a sou was born to tlio Emperoi at an auspicioua 
hour, by the niodn princess, Mcirjaiii-uz-Zamaiil,* daughter 
of Raja Dehari Mill of Amber in the Soohoh of Ajmer, eiEler 
to Raja Bhogwan Das and aunt of Kour Mau Singh.* 

Fnttehpur Was in those days couuEcted with Agra by a long 
Bazar, Akbair, having heanl the happy tidings at Agra, forth- 
with repaired to Fattelipur, where great rejoicinga took place 
in honour of the event. All the life cenvicta and prUoners 
throiighout the Empire were set at liberty and merriment 
and gaiety was the order of tho day. The oowly burn prince 
was named Salem, after the holy man whose prayers were 
Buppofled to have had the effect of bmigtng about tbo happy 
event. 

Jahangir, in his antpbiographj% relates tbo incidents *^^*^*^^*^^* 
ed vdih his birth anti the fmindatioo of Fattchpnr thus t— accocua* 

" Up to the age of 28 no children bom to my father remaiDeJ 
alive. He therefore always had recourse to the DarweEbea and 
hermits, w^ho are ever near to the Almighty, and implored them 
for the giit of a child who Rhotild live. The veoemfale Khwaja 
Moioudiiin, suroamed Chishti, being tho head of mo^t of the 

* riTM-neil ber mt Samhkftr. She in IKS A- H- ( A. UA 

SliC mnat ttot be cnnloimiled; with JoiUi Uftit the Hinda WU& fif Ji4Kiu3gir, the 
cLiu^hteral Math Etaja ui Jodbnari 
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caiots of India, Hia ^[^ljos£}v iu tirdcr to gaio tlio dedr^ end^ 
coHccivwI the idea of reeniirse tft his blea'sed ibresliold. 

ill? therefore made a ron* to should GtjJ the 

Most High i^hdoiv Jiiui wllh a atm* he a^oiild travel on f^t 
frotD i\grti to the inaiiiuteuin of bln holiness^ a dl^itauee of 140 
kns, to pay liia lioniage tn iL ll so plefEScd Qoil that 1 waa 
boro nn WodijesHilaji llie ITtU of Uabi ul AiraJ ti^7l A* (I, 
Diiriug the traio when my father ile^^iratiB of being endowed 
with a child, there lived on a hill near Sikri, a vlllnge of 
Agrui, a Darweah, Shekh Snlein, a perfect devotee nml a 
man of very advanced years. People living in the vkiiiity 
of the hill 1 1 ad great respect foi' his s]j>irit(inl powers^ Mj 
father, who had much coulideno^ in the Darwashes, made tlm 
oeqnniiitatice of the Shekh. Olio day, aa the Sbokh in n 
state of cstcesdveeuthnsiasm and rapture^ ha linked him haiv tunny 
lio would havo. The Fakir auawered :—^’ The bestower who 
niakoth liis gift unsolicited will endow thee with ihree ^nw* My 
father rcjoinctimake n vow to place tny first born son ia your 
[np aad coosign him to your care, so that yun may become Iiis 
protector and ganniian/ The Shefch conseated to this and 
exclaimed i 'Hajll I, on my parb "giva him my own name*' 
When my mother was aboiit to he conBoed, she was sent to 
the Shekha house in order that my birth ahonld take place 
there. When I was born, 1 ivew named Suitan Salem. But 
I never hcanl my father call me, either m a state of 
consciousness or nnconsciousness, by the name Mohamiuad Saleuij 
or Sultan Salem. While speaking to me^ he always called 
me Shekhu Babe. 

My revered father* regardhig tho villago of Sikrr, my blnb- 
plnec, as fortunate for liimfielT^ made it hia capita^ and in the 
courae of fourteen or hflcen years the hilla and dcserLa which 
abounded in beasts of pf^y, became converted into a umgnifjc^ijt 
city comprising DEjmeroua gardens, elegant edifices and pavilions 
and other places of great aifnictloii and beaut}* After tho 
conquest of Gujrat* the village was nanied Fattohpur." 

Akbar fulfillecl his vow by performing a pilgtimage on foot 
from Agra to Ajmere, where Ihe fthrinc of the ^lat Mobuddin 
Chishti Ifl 
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In mod<^ times Futtehpnr Sikri is famoiis es the soab of fight of 

ooeof th^ grmS^mt groupH af ancient orchitectum] rcTnaios in Upper 
India. Nowhere in the whole of Injia U to be found collected 
m one spot such a collection of aucient boUdings and monmnenti! 
of all ahnpcEi and and of such solidity, masslveacsa and ex- 
cellence^ stilly for the moat part, in a state of parfoct preaervatiOUi 
as ia io be Jieen at this place. Their etabilitj h accounted for by 
the circumstance that they are built of the moat aubsiuntial mate^ 
riaU and durable cement. According to one authoritji *the adhosiTe 
qualities of the Utter have surprUed eogiueem and puzzled even | 
diemista in their endeavours to auatjze the various ingredienta of I ^ 
which it U compoaed." The de^rted palaces and court rooms ore 
specimens of the moat elaborate carving* As remarhed by an 
acute observer; — " It is a wilderness of ^nlpture, where inveDtion 
seems to have been taoiod to the utnioab to produce new comhma- 
tions of omazneats. Everything li carved in a ^ndstoue m duo 
lhatj except where injured by maU| it appears nearly as sharp as 
when first chiselled.^ 

It is a dead city; an unburied Pompeii Although the build- Th^bunabffi 
logs have stood deserted for nearly three hundred yeora, they Sr jieriecf*^ 
are still in a state of perfect preBervation^ and produce the 
vivid impression on the mind of the vidtar. The gmeeful originality 
of the desigp and tho Bpkndonr and beauty of the Brehitecturo 
create an ezalted idea of the founder and bring before the eye 
a lively imago of the splendour of the great Mughal The 
animated picture of ancient grandeur thus brought before the 
observer requires no great force of imagination to picture Akbar* 
tdi har^m and his court in oecupntioD of theao lovely courts and 
palaces 

The anchitectu ml remains of Fattebpur Sikri, about sis or xijeir ffictenii 
seven mUes in circuit aod surrounded by a battlomeoted lofty 
wall of red sands tone, are rituated on the erltemity of a low 
range of hilk Approaching the ruins from the Eastern, or Agra, 
direction over a Mr road which is easily traversed by dawk- 
ghary, the first object which greets the traveller's eye is a spaci¬ 
ous gateway, on either sido of which are dwellings in a state of-j^^ gitewiy. 
dilapidation and long smee deserted. Musing on tbo sad 
iokrouity of tbo Bcene^ you toil up a deep ascent^ with long 
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l (ftpgos of mills and the remairs of fsIsceA and hahitiidouLS; Bomo 

to tolentbly good condition, olhors shapeless mosoes of bcwn stone. 
The mint Qo OdO Side are o seriee of Yoolted cluimbora, known os the mint 
The Hell ef an<lod the others bslhsaid to be the Hall of Accounts. To the 
AecoMt ^ gpscioos i]uadrangle, *360 foct hv ISOf with 

& scricfi of cloisters on its fctir sides, supported by coIitridb of 
free sandstone. This forms the court of the Dewoo-i-Aiu, or 
Tkvei Dcwin‘1' tbc Hall of Fnblic Andicnce, a rtnjtU hall mth a wide vetaudsh 
oserlooking the court. The colonnade afforded accoiuwFOdatton 
to the vast multitude who oasemblcd hero to pay thoir homage 
to the Eluiperor, or to present petitions before him, or represent 
their grievonceK, or witness the administration of justice by 
ono of the greatest luonarchs who ever wielded the sceptre of 
this great Empire. Akbar took bis royal seat iu the small 
oblong balcony on ono side of the court or atoodf as he was 
accustomed to do, in tha vestibule, to recoiro' the ealutatious 
of the crowds who assembled there, thus gainiug the confidencO 
of all bis subjects. Here were also held parades of mod at 
arms and of animals^ 


Tk. BwDid EoEsing throngh a narrow passage, we come across another 
wide court, to tbo left of which is a spacious hull ding of red 
granite, now used as a rest-house for travellers, but formerly the 
Emperor'a Becord Office (Daffarkhana), 


Til. Khu further on is a paved eourtyorJ, 2)0 feet by 120, with 

ilklul. ^ corridor, or suite of chambeis, supporting alJ round an upper 
tier, or range of roouis, having cupolas at the four angles. This 
is the Emperor's Palace, or Khaa MabaL 

The outer walls of trellis work of white marblo and red granite 
that concealed the royal inmatca from the public have 

all disappeared; but the remoiiu of the screens are atill to Bo 
*- tmeed due east to the opposite angle. On the eouth of the 

The JLhkwb ^'^**^*^ ^ khwabgah, or Bings sleeping chain her, a sqnarb 
o esB than fifteen feet, where the Emperor and his wives took 
th^if edestii after q dliiner ttmis. 

It 19 Surmounted bj iho roy^tl bed-room^ an aiiiall ebambe? of 
15 feet aqua^) but of singular beautj and simptieitj. It has 

four doors, one oo ea«h side, over each of which is inscribed a 
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bi&misticli m PcisisiDj tli0 whulo forming zi cumpIlm^'Qtfffy 

to the Rojat occapant It k ee follows 


^[y^j oju Ciff y ^\y^\ 

,J;^] Jy^ .inUX jM \y llf J J 


■tJ ia l‘ I B ^ Lil j Jf 1 

1^^ 1-^ 

Tlifl jADlbir f.f rufiMJite may hts fdM m tby clumibar fliMf* 

Tlie Jintt idif tlijcfiart ia {JcUytrium far tliw lig^lil ij£ the pyfls. 

Tbe piiUE}0 4>f the Kiu^f Tb in Offery rubpt^i beUnf tJiau iiuUIUnB 
pnrudije— 

It 15 beyiQDd qaeaiigeij what ie heanna compared to it ? 

North-west of the K-Iias llahaJ is a Email mosque lotcDifcd Tht L*dIoa’ 
as a chapel for ths royal iodiea, and a aulte of chambera which 
Were used os a hospital. On the cast are the aparttaonta kaown 
as those of Ltlainboll Bogam, the Emperor's Turkbih wife. The j 

palace last named comprises spccimetts of the most elaborate carv- toiSi W* 
ing and workmanshtp, representing highly imuginatire scenes from 
nature and art Thera are to be seen tho forest scenery^ the 
Himalayas, tlie lovely birds of the hill legfons, tlic wild Leasts 
of the jungle, alternate with the sprawling dragons of China 
the palm trees of Africa, the vine and other fruit trees of India, 
wreaths of flowers and hiinches of gropeg banging over the doon 
ia fealooas. The pillars outside are decorated with ropreseata- 
tio[^ of trees and flowers of varioug kinds in bold relict 


To the right of theEmperer'a palace, or Khas Mahal, and ad-nn, l ■ 
joining it, IS tho building known as the Sonohri ManiaJ, or tho 
golxieu palace, an upper noumed square paWlion, no w no leager 
embeliishfid with golden ornaments or decorations. The in¬ 
terior wads are covered with paintings in fresco. There are the 
acenes of the ml vent arcs of the hero Bustam, oa described la the 
bhdhuamil; the history of the ferslan kings in poetry, by Fir- 
donsi, the eelebratod poet of 31abraud the Ghiznivide Siiltaiq a 
work of which Akbar was particularly fond. Tho njchea and 
orchea ever the doors and windows contain scenes and pictures 
of various ebaracter, hut chielly of religious signideance, The 
bouse was once decorated throughout with gildings and palntJags, 
witbiu oad without, tho arches of the venuidahs being inscril^ 
wltb elixtueut couplets by Fmd, brother of Abul FusI, but all 
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have becD obllteratedd Th& of the mod^na Moaleioi 
has deatrojcd mimy carved figures and iniEigcBj hut traces cf 
them are still visible, 


AkWW™ The arb of painting is not encouraged by Mobumadmiisaii^ on 
iH^BtJdg. the groand that tnan^ however skilled in art^ is imperfect, and 
hia knowledge of the nature and beaudjes of God's vaat crcatiojii 
however advanced in comparison with particular sectiona of the 
human conrmunity| is defective^ and that it is idle to imitate the 
works of God and Attempt making like nesses of them* Akbaftwho 
was a man of brDad principles, did not sbare such conservative 
TtowSp From his early youth Hb Majesty Bhowed a groat pre¬ 
dilection for the art of painting and gave it every cocouragement, 
for he looked upon it as a ineang of both culture and amusetnetaL 
Abul Fazl, in the Ain, has written interesting notes regarding 
Akbur'a views on the art. One riayi at a private partyj when the 
Eubject of Mu^lmuo views on the subject was being discussedp 
His Majesty observed tliat painters, in his opinioDi bad peenliar 
uiCians of recoguisnig God and appreciating hh) perfectioim 
" A painter/' contiiiiiod he, in sketching anything that has 
life and in designing parts of a living Bubject* must come 
to feel that he ig iueapabla of real creation, and tkaa hw 
mind ia turned to God^ tha Defitower of lifct and the know- 
)^ge of his heart is enlarged/' Hia Majesty himself sat for 
his likenees and the likenesses of all the grandees of the realm wens 
taken. He bad more than one hundred paintera in his einplcy. 


The pldA4» li 
liienficmL 
with bifai 
llArUin'H 
houe. 


The chief feature in the ornamentation and architecture of 
the Sonehri Manril is a Greek Cresd, and the remain^ on one of the 
doors of an AnnunciatioDi the figure of the If^gin and an nogeb 
parts of which only can be now traced Tradition ascribca this 
palace as the abode of Akbar's Christian wife, one Bihi Mariam; 
and the guides assert she was a Portuguese Iady+ Certain writien 
eeom to entetinin doubts, whether Akhnr married a Chmtian 
lady at all. It is not likely, they urge, that a fact go rignificant 
would have been omitted in contemporary histories like the 
AkharDflTua and the Tabakat-i^Akbari. It mnat, howeverr, bo 
borne in lulud that tho works above referred to, notwithatanding 
the dabomte manner in which they have treated their snbjeet| 
cannot be oBdlimed to contain Ml iuformatiouofall that Akbir 
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did. The tendency io the historiaDs of the MoiLamad^ period to 
ooiit fcDiia Iheir works mention of nil iocidetitB which in their 
eatjjdatioii reflected unftivomtibly on the doings oftheirfiovereignSi 
or which were otherwise eotuddered to be distasteful accordiDg 
to the tendency of the dgOp requires no eisplanation* AlTheeler 
on the authority of the Hevd. John S^ihsoDj seemi^ to admit 
that Akbat married a Chnstian wife* known as Mariam, or Mmy* 

‘The palace of Marmni^j writes the anthorr'is still ehown at 
Fattehpar Sikrl'* Abiil Fazl in the AkbarDama (VoL Ill), 
niptices the garden of * lUaiia.tii Makani, wife of Akbar/ as being 
sitnated at a distance of four kos ^^om !FaEt3Sp!ir, £fr'/R;d the Ijaxnj^ 
Khilafa t (or Capital). The Emperor osed to go there for the sake 
of pleasure, and temained for days in the company of the ladies 
of the household. 

It was at Fattehpur Sikri that the gravitaKona of Akbar to- 
wards Christianity assumed singular intereaL He invited Christian 
Fathers from the Portuguese Settlement at Qcua to his court at ^rkri 
l attehpur to insect bitn m the holy books. Accordingly three^ 
Aquaviva^ MonselratOj EnriqiieB—haTing taken their departnra 
from Siimt in December 1563^ wore escorted to Fattehpur. The 
Fatbefs describo Akbar as a man of abont fifty^ of European 
eompiaxion and bearlDg in his face atrong marks of intelligence. 

Hih Majesty receired them with every mark of faYour and 
distinction. Being presented with a polyglot Bible in four 
languQges aud images of Jesus and the Virgin Maryi he placed 
the Bible on hifi head and kissed the images. When asked by the 
Ji^uilB for the Emperor's protection, he replied:—“ What would 
you have i I have more creases in my palact than you in your 
Chtirchca.’* Saturday cveoings were set apart for cootroverstes widithti 
between the Fathers and MullaiLeu After the disputations, in which 
each party claimed to have gained the victoryj wera over, a great 
Mohumadan doctor undertook to leap into a furnace with the 
Koran in his hand, asserting that ho would undergo the horrible 
trial without injury to himself, provided one of the friars did the 
^me with hm Bible, and that this would prove the superiority of 
his religiou. The friars declined to have wosoft to such a quesikn- 
able criterion of religious faith, and the matter was dropped. 

Akbar was to impressed with the doctrines of the Christiau faith 
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that he inatracted AhiH Fazl ho prep^ri^ a traasLatiDa of ibegoapel 
aud ord^i^red princ^o llonid* to take Icasoos la ChtiaLianitjvf The 
d 3 ual llgliamadaii formula, tiTa/a?it (leom# 

mence ia the name of God the Merciful)^ wai chaeged into Ai 
nami tu Jesa^ via Kridiif (Q Ihou natnea are Jeaua auJ 

Christ) which meana" 0 thou whose aaboe LgraoiouB and blessed* 
To the above^ Sheikh Fazi added the followings to comptetie the 
la S4wa/ira ya Au (Wo pralac thcoi theio ia no 
one besides theep O God I)| 

The Fathers built a sniall oiiapel llieir own uoOj and that 
tho Portuguese traders and residonts in Agra and its 
neighbourhooiL The detailed iLarcatire of Du Jeme, one of 
the tuiMiuuaries, haa heoo fartuDalely preserved, ^i^d it gives 
a clear idea of the doiogs at the CoLirt of the Great Exnpei'or 
at Fattehpur. Tiiidierj we are infijttuod^ came Akbari alone, 
without attendautfl, removed hia turban and odered prayer*, 
after ho bud drst knelt in the feshiou of ChrlstianSf then in 
hifl own, that is, aocordiiJig to the mode used by Peraion Sar&ceiia 
(for he dung to the extemaLs of this Ciith) and finally after 
the fashion of the heathen* He com pel ted his nobles to treat 
the miasioBaries, their picturcsj books and Hervioes with reverence. 
A Portuguese ChristiaQ died about the same time^ in Fattehpkir. 
With the pcnniitiioti of the Emperor^ hia funeral procesdoa, 
after the Catholic fasbiont was conducted through the sLreett 
of Fattehpur with great pomp. Tho inliabiUntsj both Hindus 
and Mohamadaiis, were gratitled by the pageantiy and participated 
in the eoremonieo, The Father^ were ulso allowed to build a 
Hospital. 

I 

Altiar'tf The JesuitSH jacking the Emperor from his Cbm dan 

tendencies, urged upon him the advisMibilitj of winning for 
biuiBelf the glory of a new hero in rcligicm by formally embradtig 
ChristLiDity ; but Akbar was inttexible. He es^urod the Fintheii 
of the groat respect he held for iheir religioti, and ihat he 

* EIb wee Iwm ihuHa nkliur JMhuaiiEir hBun In 

Unr liilla 47t FAltchtmr Hlhri ha got iha idcbi£kain« PiJwl: [k\\\ nHUd.}. He wa« 
UiiLu only 1 y&iiri old. 

t EulLwiiUII 2 rill. 

^ Akbar bllovei^ th.u Futh^ni yo prennk dnianunity In aiir |»rt rvf hia Hniprs, 
knthfi] dk\ not ecuWAiK Ctuisiujiiirj hicqulf. Haying kc iVBii4ui for ths fliTlnq Ulaml- 
nitiou^ Jt iLwcikcned intore^t in either man bosldcs Akbnr, mntl Ahal Fftd miil hll 
dJcT litoxher Abai Fau Burned to bAYO bem bUPHiced by it. wet* 

ftl &ah yei^iiubn. 


The 

imhiuT 

fonnulA 
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honoured tbdr church and its maoy doctrinee, still he could 
ooL UDderstnnd the mystery of the Trinity, and oiihcd with 
much concern how it could he that GchI could hare a sou who 
was a Tnnii« 


“Tho heathen,’’ argued ho, ’’believed their creed to be true, 
tho Musicm tho eainu. and so, too, the Christianswhich 
religion are wo to huUevo and which reject? " Tho exptanntioiia 
offered by the holy Fatbein failed to mahe any iiupreesiun 
on the sharp »Uted Akbar. Dn Jorrie laments HU Mfljefity’a 
stiff-neckednesa and complains that ha was never conteut with 
one answer, but droro him over to futiflor CDf^uiries, 


"‘This," he ohscires, “is the peccadillo of this prince, as of 
many another atheist; they will nut shackle reason hy obedience 
to faith, because they think nothing true n-hJeh does not 
outer into the eiicle of their powers of cumpTehension; with 
the measure of their intellect they would tncto out The Infinite, 
which transcends all human understanding," When Aqua viva 
asked the Finperer’a permission for the three missionaries n-ho 
were then at Fattehpur to preach Christianity in all the 
proTtnees of ITindnstan, Akbar answered evasively that thia 
matter was entirely in the hands of God, who alone had it in 
his power to fulfil their wishes, and that he on his part desired 
oolhing more ardently. Meanwhile the attraction of novelty 
having faded away, leas altention was paid to the Fathers, who. Tic F*tiiert 
having been privately told hy one of the courtiers that they OiSfTm 
had been kept more for the sake of amusement and novelty 
than anything else, and that His Majesty hod not the slightest idea 
of adopting their tenets, rotiimed to Goo in I5«a, with the 
exception of Aqua vivo, whom Akhiir detained, on aceonnt of bis 
great aceompliflhmeuta. He was honoured alike by Hindus 
and Mohamadans, and he leamt the Persian language, to 
facilitate his discussions with the Mohamodans, his object being 
to win over Akbar; but, perceiving that it was lost labor to * - 
scatter seed on n land So barren, he too, niter some time, followed 
bis brethren to Goa. 


Mirza Nmmuddin Ahmad, author of the Tahahat, has giren CcmaaeiH 
» desoriptioo of the cerenioaies observed at the Court of Fatteb- 
pur Sikri The occaaion was the orriral of Miraa Suloman, ruler sOe^^ 
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of Badakhfihan, gmjxison of Abu Said Mir^ and sixth iu decent 
fimni Timur, in Bajab Mi (l&7£ A D). The aivtlior writes, “ on 
hi« reaching Mathm, tweoty ktja Fattelpon the Emperor 
sent several nobles to meet him. When the Slitza was at a 
dietauce of five kos from FattebpiLTi all the nobles and officers 
were eonfc out to receive him, Aud when the jotelligence of 
bis haviDg left hia stage was brought^ Hia Majeaty himself went 
out on horseback to meet hmi. Five thousand elephant with 
bousing^ of velvet and brocade, with gold and ailrer ebaios and 
with white and black friogoa on their neck and tmnksa were 
drawn up iu lioes on meb side of the road to a distaneo of dvo 
koa from Fattehpur. Between each two elepbants there was a 
cart with leopards in It which had callers studded with gold and 
housings of fine doth; also two bullock carts drawn bj animals that 
wore gold embroidered headstalls. When all the arrangetueots 
were made, the Emperor went out with groat pomp tmd aplendour. 
Upon hiB approach!Dgi the Klirm hastened to dismoonti and nui 
forward towards His Majesty; but the Emperor^ observing 
the Tenemhle age of the Uirza, ako alighted from his horse and 
would not allow the Mirsa to go through the usual observances 
and ccrerooniesL He fondly ombniced him ; and then mounted 
and made the Mirza ride ou his right hand. All the five koa, he 
enquired about his circu instances, and, ou reachiDg the palaeOj be 
seated him by bis side on the throne. The young princes were 
also present and were in traduced to the Mirra, and, alter a 
great entcrtainmctiti he gave the Mirza. a honsn near the roynl 
palace. 

Orders were in tho meanwhile issued to Khan JahaD„ 
GoTcmcr of the Fanjab, to ajocompany the Mirza, on hia 
return from Fattehpur^ to Badakhabajit with 5^000 horse, to 
recover the country and restom it to him, and then to retiira 

to Lahore- 

One of the most unique of the buildings lb the Dewan-i* 
Khas, or Privy Couacil chamber It is situated due north of 
Maiiam’a house and west of tho Dowea-i-Am- Extcmjilly it 
appears to have two storeys aurmouatod by a cupola at Goch 
comer. Enterings however, we find that it is m reality of but one 
storey, open from the fioor to tha dume.i In the centre there is 
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a ^Dgtilikr uinB^^ive coliimD^ richlj carredj tifipg to the height of 
the upper wiDdov^s niid sppportipg a palisaded e>ctagaail seat^ 
an iomiense capital q( the richest sculpture, three rimea its 
diaoieterj \iith four fitone causeways, each about ten feet loug^ 
leading to foui' aide-eutrances or corners of the pavilion^ where 
txliej meet a quadrant which communicates with the ground tloor 
hy a Might of slsteeu steps. In times of yore, the seat in the 
iniddlej being coveted with silk textures and made comfortable 
with satin and velvet cushioiia, was occupied hy the Emperdr 
Akbar, the four tninisters (Khaud-Khanfiu, Bir-Bal* Fjri and 
Abul Fad) afandiog at the four corners to receive onJers for 
their rcspoclive DeparLmenta. 

The place is associated with mnny historical scenes* It was Ditio^qe w 
here that the grandees of the Eiupufe met in Aihar^fl time nnd 
talked on religious, social and poll deal subjects^ Mulla Abdul 
Qadar Badnoui, in Lk Ai bas recorded an 

interesting dmlogue whlnb took place between him and Sheikh 
Abul Fasl in the ball of the Dewan-i-Khas. The hlulhi was a 
Blus^ilroiui of orthodox typcj while Abul Fad was on athekt. 

The Miilla writes:— 

“ I remember thati in the early days of these discussjoas^ I 
Imppcncd one night to rneot Sheik Abul Fa^ in the Privy 
Audieuco Chaiutec of Fattebpnr* He said: " I have a fair 
objectiou to mate to all writers ou two grounds: firstj why 
should they have not written aa detailed a history of the 
older Prophets as they have done in the aunah of their 
own Prophet? (Ood hlesa him and his dcsccndanta and peace 
be on Idui).** I Tcplied, *Id the Kasa^ul Aulia ample accounta 
arc given/ to which he rejoined' * that boHok is too 
compendious ; they ought to have writ ten in detail/ I answered* 

* ow ing to the lapse of time, that much only might have 
stood the test of enquiry by the critics and historians, and the 
refit remained uuauthcnticatcHL^ He said This is uo answer/ 

He continued, ^S^ctmdtyj there is no kind of handycraftsinaii who 
is not mentioned in the and the Nafahatul 

JT-ns, Sec/ *What harm had the membctB of tho Prophet's own 
family done that no mention is therein made of them. This Is 


* NcjW thiLt ihfi liJkTVH in LmJfct u bv tLe IlAiliLuiUk 
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t matttfr of great aurprise.' * Ou tliiB topic wbateTcr the tlma 
allowed was anid r but who would lieien ? Arterwaids I asked: ' Of 
the kaovfp relijjioua wljitli arc you lie tnoat iadiretl to accept i' 
He nuBweied i 'J wish to wsudar a few days iu tho Tale of 
unbelief and apoetaey/ I rc-joioed iranieallj, 'It would not he & 
bad thing if you removod entirely the realrictiou of the tuiimage 
tkp for they have faid \— 

C!UJ| 1 ^ iiL-J /J1 lS JjJl fd E y «^1 jy 

By llie help of God ihe eibaia of law Imri removed 
from off lLq ti^cfc of tli® VDrld| |tciice l-o Lis uiiiMuorji' lug [ 

He irailed and v^ent away,** 


Badacui then goes on to desetibo how Abul Fazl was era- 
faoldened to olTcnd Lie ITltnaE, countcuanccd by the Eraperor, aud 
would listen to neither orguraents nor reason in coatradlction of 
what he himBelf urged, ‘I’rue is the Baying’ soya the autLor ; 

(f I ^_r£ 

‘Onc/ui'our Judge la hettej' f/i^n u t/iousaad itfitticewa' 

In the Dewan-i-Khoa there h a beautiful side gallery identi¬ 
fied as tie Ibadat EhanB, or house of worship, as no other edifico 
anawers the deserlpliod gireo by Badfirorii and tho Tobakat in 
noticing the Ibadat Kliam at Futtehpnr Sikri. 


Tho Ihadat Eftam was hath in 3574, It wna a place for the 
reception of men of learning, geniua and accomplishment, 

Abul Fazl thus deecribes it in the Akbarnama, Vol. HI. in 
connection wilh the events of the igth year of the reSirn 
(35T+A.D.);- ^ 


’'It consists of ibur -Fii'flus. or upper storey oiambers, in the 
courtyard of which tbouBanda of people hem all qunrtera of tho 
world assemble and wait for the arrival of His JUuJeaty, who 
tftlka to them with cheerful countenance, hears them patiently 
and answers their enquitioa He b aKeasibla to all and free in 


•Tie U»k liHintimioJ by a (ml JJajl mBtsiua tie lrfo-m„h!« nr .JZTTt - 

dE Ui£u wera bAflaieinfnnira. TLr fllilet-tim oE Ahni pt al 

all baoJicr^tarnGU llccD nutatianad tn tfi-iu w -l**^*?^ thAt. yJiUe 

the I'Tophat'a oim bmlly hiul been wurka, the manilkefi of 

^ of hia retJ^ 

to the^fbet Siiindt to Ke beU^'lT*®^ “* «* o«1 
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coEivGrsatiol]. Fwini the Jowe«t man, covered with dust and mgft, 
to the highest, cbthod In shawl and relvet, gain the objeet of 
hiB W k this asseiuLly of the wise. HLj Jlajeslj', eittLng at 
II distance, secs all meo. aitd calls any one to whom ho wishes to 
speak." Four assemhlies used to be held. In the eastem hall 
oseeiubled Iho ^wirs, or grandees of the Empire; in the western 
t e Uleniae, or the learned and men of religious taudUjj in Jhe 
northern the Sufi$, or followers of Lbeism ; and in the southern the 
phUosophers. Different topics were discussed and difficult prob- 
iems solred. Soioclimes whole nights were spent in discusEion. 

People did nothing here bat enquire and inTestigate; profociod 
points of science, the snbtlelies of rerelation, Ihe curiosities of 

bMtory and the won dew of nature were discasied What Akbar 

maiutained was, if true knowledge WEB to he found evorjwhere, 
why should Iruih be conpjied to one religion and creed; why 
should ono sect assert what anolber donUs ond why should one 
claim a preference without having supeiiortly conferred on ilself ?* 

The nieolirigs were conducted by Abul Fail The fashion 
ufttr which they were condneted has been described by BadaonI 
rio writes: *He (Abni FazI) foil boldly into dfepntatian on roligioui 
matters with such imbecile old men as the Snddur, the Qazi the 
Hakim-nbnmikand Mukbdiimul Mulk, nnd had not the slightest 
hesitation m putting them to disgrace, nt which the Emperor was 
pleased,’ These men sent prirale messages to Abul Fad by Asif 
khan Alir Bnkahi, asking him why he always fell foul of them. 

He returned itnsvrer,— 

y fil y/y 1- 

■ I am a servant of a man and nob of an egg plant,' ' By lha 
dmt of Uis own genius,* contmucs the auiLor, tho ‘ assUtance of his 
Mhc,, countenance of the KhaUf of the Age, and by the favour 
of hie own fortune, be cast- them all in a sbertspace of time down 
10 the ground of acorn and contempt^ and not one of iho people 
of Islam, except Hakim Abul Fath and Mnlla Mobamnd Yczdi, 
wore a (notch for him in the discuastons,* 

At one of ihoso meetiogs the Emperor asked those who were 
present to mention each the name of a man whom ho cenBidered 
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the wisest mm of the age, poiDtmg out that they should not 
count kiug^i who fonned an eiceptiofl. 

On this Hakim HaTuaiD meutiofied his own name and Abnl 
Fazl that of hia father^ Sheikh Mabarik* 


Plkcei id 

worthiv 

boilt 


Aktur^H 
pJjwj® of 
wonbipv 


The Emperor‘3 tisUs to these loeetings were invariably made 
occasions for the distribation of lurgesaes and gifts^ and scarcely 
any one of the gueils departed witli empty hand^. The meetiDgs 
were nauuHy held on Friday alght, and on the niglila of holy 

According to Badaoni, many places of worship were biiilt by 
command of His Majesty during the year 9^3 (1575 A.D.)* Uia 
Majesty passed whole nights iu contemplalioa and prayer. 
He occupied himaelf in repeating the names Ya Hu (0 Oc-Hlod) 
and Ya Hadi (O Guide). He waiilii sit many a mortimg alone in 
prayer and melancholic meditation oo a large flat stone of an 
old building which lay near iho palaoe iti a lonely spot, * with his 
head bent over his chest, and gathering the bliss of early mom.' 


t Ill the Bame court, there ia a pavilion of eingnl&r structurOt 
paviikxL where the tolerant Akbar accommodated a Byrtgi Fakm It is 
a cupola forming n, pyramidal canopy^ with traceries and carviogs 
in the Buddhist fashion^ supported on four granite pillarsj connect* 
edat the aoglesby sorpentioo brackets^ The pavilion, allhough 
of Hindu design, is no departure from the genenri style of 
architecture of the place, wtuch is a massive kind of Saracenic. 
As Akbar tolerated all religions, and was more particularly incllBcd 
towards the Hindus, a Hindu Jriar^ or priest^ iu the midst of the 
Boyal Court ’ivas not out of place. 


Tlw jIntA 
MkSoliop 
hiii«'iLiid-«Kk 

rl*yins 

bouK. 


Close by the side of the Privy Council Cbamher is a lahjTin- 
thine edifice^ of curious design and consimetion, where i£ m re¬ 
presented the Emperor played bide-aiid-seek with tho Iiulics of 
the Royal household. The place consiala of a centml strong room, 
with tw o niora on the south end oorthj a precipice, surmounted by 
a gallery, and quarters for setitinels nil round. Here ore marks of 
hinge holes, flhowing that the doorways were of stooe, closed 
by heavy padlocka Thw, coupled with tie fact that it is ritunted 


* ^aactmbjiiie prVliiliHl uve?^ by tbe UHil lUw to ba b«ld In 

tbifl ^mui m^qj9 ol FattfiDjjiiir Sibtii 
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beyond the feoude apaftmcDta and quits sloec to the Privy Council 
Chunibcr, has led taodern enquiren to couclade that U was reatly | 
the Royal Treasure House whore were also probably kept ^ 
for safe custody the Taluublcs and regalia of the Empire, 

Near the palace reputed to bnya be1ouft£.|] to the Christian The f^dJ 
Queen is a most cuiinus structure, of pyramidal shape, open on 
all ffldes. It is a five storeyed colonnade, with a succession of 
open galleries iii Ibe shape of square fiat farms lisiDg one abovo 
auother and resting on rows of richly carved pillars, eacb storey 
EBCcesaircly lessening in dimensiouB till tbc uppermost, coui- 
priringa large cupola supported on columns, is reached The pillars 
in the lowermost storey, numbering fifty-ak, ore of singular 
style und beauty. The capitals represeut n vEuiety of interesting 
Directs in scnlpture. On one of them are a couple of carved 
elephants, standing opposite each other, with interlaced trunks; 
on another is the image of a man plucking Jhiit from a troo. The 
first fioor has thirty-iive pillars ; the nest fifteen; ihe neit eight; 
while the uppermost pavilion rests on fiiur only. The carving an 
these pillars la so highly finished and of such delicate execution 
as to aflbrd evident proof of superior taste and skill; consequent¬ 
ly they ha VO been often drawn and phatogruphed as curiosities of 
seulptuml art, 

^ Opiniona diSer as to the origin and object of this curious onject ol tlis 
building. Some mointaiu that it was designed os o place for the 
Tnuasron to call for praycis at the appointed bouiu; others that it 
was intended os a place for hanging a largo bell at tha highest 
point, to nnoDunce to ihe citlzeuB tha functional hours of tho 
Court, and others that it was n place for Akbar to survey the 
surrounding country from. Certain it is that it was iateoded as 
a place of recreation and pastime, where the Emperor, silting in 
the uppermost kiosque, took frciih air and enjoyed the moualight 
during summer nights, the ladies of the royal household occupy¬ 
ing sentB lower down, with probably curtains of net work hung 
over the arches to admit of fiTee air and a full view of tho country 
and the adjacent female npartmenla. The Panj Uabal, from 
its exquisite beauty and excellonca of design, has properly 
attracted the attention of the Arclneologicnl Department of the 
Goverament of India, and during tbc Viceroyalty of Lord Mayo 
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^Y^ p^t Goder t't^pairs at ti great coat| and tJie onLam^ntationB 
as fur aji possible. 

Xorth-east of the Panj Mahal, over aa esteDsive pnvooioiit of 
fitcacj w a colossi chcas^ bnnrJ oq wKish the game knowo oa 
PacA»i wasplayed. Tlio brianJ* carved out upon atooe pavement, 
consists of bijoarcs of unasual dimensions, each being wide 
enough fora man to sU in. The guides aaj that wnmen^ attirod 
in beautiful costumes of diver^ae colonial denoted the positions in 
game. The board ia similar to that in the Agra fort with this 
diScTcncc, that^ while the one in Agm b of iimrbk^ this is of red 
sandstone. Quite near to the PacJim board there is a small throne 
of red sandstone cn which the dice for the game were thrown. 

But the chief omatnent of the whole group of buildings, and 
indeed the psrugoa of the place, h the maasoleam of Sheiirh 
Salem Chbhti, the holy salat, conhdnneei in whose spiritaal powers 
led Akbar to fuLind here a mighty city aqd ombolli^h it with 
royal palaces, gardens md other public edihees. It is situated to 
the soiith'West of the royal palaces already montionndj and forms 
the Ducteiia for the other buildlugii which gradually sprung up 
here under the auspices of the Emperon 

Sheikh Salem, the son of Sheikh Baha-nd-din^ was a descendant 
of Sheikh Farid ShakurgunJ^, the famous saint of Fak Fattan, in 
the ifontgomery District of the Panjab. He always kept fast 
and went to Mecca three times lo perform tho holy pilgrimdgo* 
After traveiling all over India in the garb of a Fakir, bo caiuo to 
the vicinity of Sikri, at that time au inconsiderable hiimbtj and 
ensconced himself in the forest suiroundiDg the hillocks^ which, 
removed freia human liabitaLious^ vitm frequented by beasts of 
prey. The spot, from its lonely and retired situation^ attracted 
iiis attention. He lived boro thn life of a reduie, and from the 
reoda of the forest and J^uch leaves and branches as he could 
gatherj built u hut on the summit of a hUlook under a shady tree, 
lu this rude and solitary cell| he passed his days In devotion, 
making 

**PlTLysr nil liii Ijii3iji54i,*tdl lik prills/* 

hifl pallet being of stnlka and straw, and his pillow of bushea and 
pebbles, Akbar a former ehildren had died in infuuev and he hod 
been long without a soil CoasciouH that ihn Eppiro founded by 
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tlie enterprise and energy of his father and grandfallier, trbicli he ^ 
had himself takon considerable pains to cgnMlidjte, woijlii lapse ' 
to atrauger?, and hia dynoatj become esttinct if he vf ere not blesaed | 

Tvilh a soa, he stood in need of Lhe prayers of tlia Fakir and tlie 1 
pious, who, he waa convinced, were nearer ta Qnd, and whose ' 
prayers in his behalf would, ha was assured, gnin for him tho 
object of his life, namely, an hair to the throne. He aetisuiuted 
hia cotmcillnrs with the distress of his mind, and, as before stated, 
they advised him to seek the spiritual old of Sheikh Salem, 
which they thought would seciira for him the desire of his heart 
The Emporor noted on their advice and the result was the birth 
of Salem. Ever afterwards Akbor entertained the highest «- 
teem for the Sheikh, whose sous and other near relationa were ^ 
raised to high honours of State. Wheu the Sheikh died, Akbar ' i 
bailtover hia tomb a maiiHolcum, which, in eloganca and beauty, 1 
is Eurpassed hy few edifices cf the kind iu India. 

A rosgnificoiit portal to the east leads to a spacious AiaotniQi ot 
quadrangle of pared red stone, 4S3 feet by 300, the foM eidi-s 
cfwhieh are taken up each by a lofty and majestic colonnade, 
forming a verandah of arcaded chambers 50 feat high, all of 
the sania material as the pavement Inclining towards the 
uarthern angle is the tomb of the saint, an elegant structaro 
made entirely of the purest raaiblo with the finest polish, 
and elaborately carved. The tomb rises on a square base anti 
ends iu a gmcaful, melon-shaped demo of exquirite beauty. 

It is surrounded by a Teatibulo, or verandah, of deep cUpstoue, 
supported by serpentine hracketa of variegatod shape and 
design, and projecting out of subatantml colnmns of white 
marble terrainatiog at the base in a tnlip shaped aperture. 

Tho marble treliis work that surrounds the sarcophagus con¬ 
taining the body ol tlie Saint is of such surpassing beauty and 
delicate execution that, looked at from a distance, it resembles 
lace work on the fiiieat silk. His Eoyal Highnesa the Prince 
of Wales was particularly etrnck with its chaste beauty whan 
ho yiaited tho mausuleum in 1870. The verandah encksos 
an baide chamber, the walla nf which ate of marble up 
tu i feet from the lloor and are inlaid with cornelian, onyx 
and jasper. Above that point, the walk are embollkhed 
With a highly polished stucco and imuscoted with red 
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MuJ-itoiie. Tbe floor ia or jasper, impressed with flowera of 
TBrioui colours and piittorna beautifully cut out of maiblo, «md the 
doors are of eolid ebony. Tbe totnb of the Saint is of pure white 

Hjarble, surrounded by a lattice work of the same matennl and 

covered with a precious piece of brocade. Over this le a sort of 
canopy, shaped like an oliloog umbrella, supponed by four slender 
staves, each encrusted with line mother-o’-pearl work, carved in 
, various peometrical designs. On the northern aide are the tombs 
of women aud chlldretii and an enormeus mausoloum beyond 
The Kwib ^ of the Sheikh, in the same diteclicm, is the tomb of Islam 
Khan, the gmndaon of the Sheikh, who was Governor of Bengal 
during the reign of Jahangir. 


The entire structure bra a most pleasing effect, and the 
raauBoleura stands uurivalled among aimilm- beildinga for the 
elegance of its design, ns well ns the deUcacy of its execution. It 
IB, indeed, oue of the finest and most perfect specimeuB of Intlinu 
architecture. As originally bnilt by Akhar, the tomb was of red 
sandstone, and the marble trollis-work, the chief oraament of the 
tomb, was erected snbsEquenlly by the Emperor Jahangir. The 
tomb, aUhough above three hundred yearn old, is in a state of 
excelleut preaervatiou, which sho ws the extreme care hcBtowed on 
it by tboBo v^bo have held charge of tU 

Knots, or bits of string or ribbon, are bouiid by barren 
Hiudu and Mohamadan women to the uuuhle trellis surround* 
ing the tomb of the Saint, as a vow to offer money, sweetmeats 
or bread if blessed with a sou, which it is supposed the mei^- 
tioo of the Saint with Ood will procure for them. Simiini 
votive offerings axe placed on Akbar's tomb in Sekajidmh. 


IikKn|itIi]Q 

tm tbil ttimb- 


%/ 


The following inscriptiDii on the gatawny of the Dmgah 
give^ tli& chropoipRaiia of this Slicikli*F death, 

fil- 5^ > jiti 

j jixtj jij I JiS 

tJl jj iii-* Jj** 

'is'* Jyi crJy ^ 

iiiifjtt j jAil * 1 1 > J ^ 1* ^ 
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Tlie MjriiDi nf fuTth, lli» Sa!i)t of tba piou it>cr, StiDilih SitluiOj 

Whit th Fieslience Jt!ii) iiMrneia to Qod U hka untu Jutted end Tj'fnr. 

Tit hiiu it doe ihe lirilliimsjf of the lamp uf the inj[i*o of OJ.ht, 

Fiir he td ehaseB dFicendettl i.f itinteined Oieflj Sliitir. ’ 

•Atantii, fn.m furjjet yi.itrielf ejiJ jofu tho tueuco rf tL* . 

The ebave Je the wWl hitovn jiliraie ffiving the dtto of hk deeth. 

If the figure 2 is tateo out of the niimerioal vultie of the i 
phmsc L* 3^4 ^ ti the baJaoce flill be 979 (1571 a.d.), ' 
which gives the era of death. 

A bcflutifu] archway on tho of the jcanaoleum leads 

to a walled enolosaie, in which b the tomb of Hibi Zeaob, TooJ> of liEhi 
the grand daughter of Sheifch Salem, The sarmphagug, which O 

is of maible, hoa the follonijig chroBogram on it; 

JJ yW-l ^ Uf* 

^ ^ jAj ^ la JUj } J 

Wfieft tfiii flhmtB l4n!j dfparEfiJ (o tLe oilier world, 

TliO lieKToni Uirongh jjrJif tons tbo Collkj- nf 

An ^ATJdl»!e yoicB imiil for ike ^eftr ^ her di?jilki 

' Sli& lijkij witliout doaklj gnus ti> tUe enbllme paradiAtJ 

Close to the above is the tomb of Hnji Hosain, the A7tab/t* 
and successor of Sheikh Salem. The following chrooogram isc,fH»jT 
ini9cribsd met the gateway of the tottib t C* 

4^=. j uji J Jiif ^ 

^ UflJ ^ ii 4iUi jLAs JO 

Jii Umf Jlyt ^ AijJ. LIU J,| jioj JU 

i*i 

Tlio ^hcikk^ lk«ckief &f ILib asAeculIj nf ihe Hiji Bwlii 

’Who 1ml tlic bien^Ht cf Jfij ■ nnd Wii^^eriElciwfd with rljriiiil lift^ 

WlicQ Ilk worldly |lf^ drrw to « cbsa in and Mnrwa, 

Tlie msrt^j of G^J nltrmcldiil liiui tcmurdH tlie okjsErL of lili. leirt, 

Tlie pMUi wrota fiir tLo yeif o£ liifl ileatlji; 

* He huff gvtit on $. |iilgricnnge U tbe Ti^inple a£ Gtwl,^ 

The above gives lOOO A. H. (160i A.D.) as the year of death. 



* Naiiidy* hid Uie of piE^lnLUefl to 
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DKfTEiprmL 


ThB^W grandest object of altraction to the entire group, 


indeed the marvel of the place, la the Boland Uatipost*, or 
gateway,'" n^hlch, aceordiiig to one anthnrityp is ^one 
of the loftiest nod most majeaiic in the irorH* Fergnsfoo 
calla it "the finest in India,* It ia raised on a lofty -Eiight 
of steps, and towers 13Q feet above the breast of the ridge 
on the eonth of the Khangah. It is an esceediogty im¬ 
posing and handsome edifice, surnioaDted with cones and 
minarets * and although gigantic in form, soch is the sym¬ 
metry of its proportions and the sublimity and grace of its 
general appearance that it enunot lail to impress the observer 
with its tuafisive dignity and stately beauty. Tho borders of 
the gateway are earved in granlle of a buff r!olour, and flawora 
ordiverso forms, cut oat of stone, are arranged in it with great 
elegance. 

A flight of 120 steps leads to the summitp which affords a 
splendid view of the adjacent connlry, with a disfOBt glimpe of 
the Taj^ 25 miles away* and the fort of Ehamtpur- The colossal 
grandeur of this huge gateway dwarfs the buildioga to which 
it 15 at present attached^ but it must be borno in mind that the 
edifice formed no part of the original desigOp The 
D^ncfisa was intended to servo as a ttiumphant arch to com* 
memorate Iho victory of the royal troops under Akbar in Kbandcs, 
and was built severa] yoam after the Khangah and the mosque. 
The following ii the inecriptiQn in bold relief on a sanrL^tono 
wall to the right of the eacred quadrangle 05 ynu enter the nuiti- 
aoleum* 


Jiiscnpiion on th€ Eastevn 
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Hti Idajfiityi Kmg nf kJoge^ of hoAfoily palojoc, ihe iliqddw of God|. 
Jiikliiiiiiia MoliamoitJ Akbnr huTio^ eomiijercd tUo country oC 

the DtitrCJia Mid DBindsBi, foiDirjly knouu All Khiti tks, in tbo 46th Divino 
yunr, coireEpuDdicg to lOlO^ iQiicbcd Fittetipnr and Ihsu proceeded to 

AgTil, 

So loo" ao cijib tend aky endure, 

Bo long N9 the impiTMtoti of e^tBtunce loati on tbo fiurfaco of tbe 

cfliUi, 

iUy Hta Uajeaty f uama mak with tbnt of beivon, 

Aud hiE lifa laat to ion^ m iliore ii duration to tho vrorldi. 

So Bold Jeaua, on whom ba I Tbc world h a bridge | pasa otut it, 
but buUil Ha boiijia on It* Mo who roSacted on tbo diGtrEasaes oT the Buy of 
Judgment, gained pleaEura everlaiting- 

Worldly pleijures am bnt mamantiuy | apeiul| tliBUf thy life iu dcvotioii 
and lemEmber tbut what remaicui of it h TbludesB. 


/risuri|7fion m Whs Watern waK 
—1^ i\ i[>W[ 

-*yi ij 3^^ UJl 





Ho that itAndcth np to prayer and bln heart m not in lt« vetify hn docn 
not obtain ncAmefis to Ged^ but dmwa blmaalf to m diyUnco from Hiiu. Tliy 
beat poasuafion U wb«t Ibnn givctt in tbe naino of Q{^d | Uy boat (rafflo l§ 
■clILiig this world for tha naatt, and ihli will beneftt tlrea ; piety Ij i world 
in wliiijb there h m AQuontit for naylbiog. 

Wlmt naiiiE boat thon ac^nlrod it tlion but canslrijotetl n tbrono 
And tokan Bhekar Sn % paliicn wrongbt with goJdi 
Tbo loYellnc^ of Lba world H iiko ■ looking gluBB ^ 

Take it not u thin«j more than whit than lonkcat opou it. 
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B.td and Written t»j MoU^miDed BdMWn,** potU«tl^ itjted «n of 

Syrf 8l^r^ of 'Iliimtu, boro m I3li«tkjir, dcaccTidnit from Sj ed BLo’^ mb 
Babn Uiuiiu Ab<^l of Subiwur, rraiJoft. of KnuEMiur. 


Eccentric as Akbar wiis in religions mattfli®, and unscUled m 
was hie belief as to the trno religion, the pieoa tone of the 
ioecriprioos above written confirms the statement made ru cop- 
tomporary bistories, ibat, a few years before his death, he showed 
a decided inclination to the faith of hla anceatoia, and that he 
died a good MusaaimaJO. He died only four years nftor the above 
inscriptiottfi were written- 


Ti, c«nd West of the Dargab is Akbar'a 'grandeat moftine; bs Fm- 
gusaon calls iL It has lofty aqoura pillars ricbly carved, tbo 
wingaboiiigofred s^mdstoiie and the inner Court paved vfUh 
white marble- The walls and suTTonitdinga are painted with 
rich and delicate tiuta, disposed in a variety of geometri^l 
deslgna. the oantre being an immense vanlted chauiber wbidi 
provides accoiumodatUm for the congregation. 




The foils wing chronogram is inscribed on tbe ream arcb 

ri/*’ Uh. / ^ 

A* t I" I j»Ji ij '■J ^ 


• Mir MaJuAnifiKl McflUltl o( Bil^k^r bdoBj^ to fckffljlv ^iT 

* 1 . 1 - 1 . him * Coranmndsr of SSI Akb*r, rECTOiisms >1* mBrit, 

Md. in wa(1003 “ «nh>»»d!irtoT*b«™, 

SJbJS hv^^^idveU witll diitinGUon by Bhab Abhas, 

Siobunjul UnWJW biu oyed » great rBpntntum M » imet and (phmiHilu H* 
.-nmnuHl Under tlJB iKwHcai enme Nftinl »lltl wia the Mtbnr of the rwiib.l-Silislh 
buolSr^do WM AillodM a CBUiiiooer njd tricflr oi iiMcrlptw^ 

■ortettoBB wiora nnmefou# mraqnM Hud [HibUe imitdinsi from. 

KUKiiIu T»brMU tbo cBtfaedni mowiofl at F*ttohpnj>, hU lOKrlrtiniu 

«Br tho^lB of H<o fort of Akto. the fort of tl.odn aod Olh« 

Unitim. Ho Sukkar with niany Dd]1)c«, aoih “‘the uifdlt of 

of tho luddB which flowl rouod Bhubbar, be built * iloflie(tll« ilate of whiob waa 
fonod ill thn wnrti* >J*f (mtar dome) (jirlllB HWf A B, {13(0 A D.) Hb 

wu pioat and verr nbwal .nd lelt SO M « Uw of tapewi wblth wlumwd 
by hii ftcrCi Boctirgv 
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lu Lbti Mma of the Eii4g of tbe vr^rld Akbuf 

To wb^ia ifl dus lLlh of 

Tlie £bc:ik of tbe agb Lul out % ifluac^uB 

Wbicb QD aocouDE: of lt 4 cU^jt^aesa dcserfEJFiveroDCti Ukc ilia K&ba. 

The ysLrof tbo c^mpletjon ul iMa lofty ediEi::^ 

Ia fomul itt liio vofJb, * duplicibi of ibe Ro[j Plutf 

The abova ijives 979 A, H„ or 157i A. D-. the jeat of 
copsttdctioa. The mosq^a wa^ built bj Sheikh Sateua himself 
dtiriu^ his Uretiuie. Ho had said his prajem m it for oaly sir 
tQootha when ha died. 

AlUmi Abul FazI, in his Akbamamfl^ has giren a full acDunnt ReUdoiiB 
of the religious meetiugs that were held by Akbar ta the Jama^ 

Of Cathedral I^osque of Fattehpnr SifcrL In the 34th yeux: 
of the reign, or 937 A, H, (1579 A. D.)^ it was puhliclj decEai-ed 
that His Mujestj united Ld his person the powera of the State 
anti those of the Chiifch. The MuUnks aigned the famoua 
doeuLnenti whieh settled the superiority of die loiami Atlil (just 
leader) over the Mtijiulud ihead of the Churchy It deolnred 
that the king of lalaiu^ tbo Amir of the Faitlifuh Abul i:3*«i hltoidf 
Jutoluddhi ilofiammad Akhur Budsliah^-Gkftsd, wsib a moatlmmcl tho 
just, most wbe, aud moat Cod-ftjiiriDg kingpaed that cn all reli**^ 
giona questions regnrdiog wliich tlie opitiiong of the mujiakitlB 
should be at varinoee.the deoree of HIb Majesty was to be binding 
on the whole nation. Thu document signed and. sealed by 
J/is£/i:AdumTtI Malh ALauInna Abdullah Sultanpuri^ Skelkfiul 
IsLim, Sheikh Abdtil Nahl, the Stidrid Sadur^ noJ:imu.l iluikf 
Ohazt Khan BadnkhfihiT Kn^ial JCn^zai Kajsi Jaialuddiu of 
MuUaUk the Sadar Jahau^ the Unfti of the Empire, Shoikh 
Mubarik, the deepest writer of the age, and others. 

The ducuiueut stainL unique in the whole Ghqrcih Hiatorv offhe fftnicM 
the lalainitio faith. A1 Badaoni has happily preserved a corn* 
ptete copy of it Tlio fullowing i^ a copy taken verbatim from 
his work. 

J.JA* ^ t*. ^ jl 

jlj Uil. ^ 

j' J** 
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iLi jti miU oti tS Jist LiJ jL«A mlij*: hfv4* 

^ V^1 

^ j)jS Jj+*^ 4 '^ f‘ iJl^ jUJ 

Jl-ftj! oj u* J kJJ c;i*^* J 

h1 (^» ij^l J’*'-"j i^b -Kj' 

^ j U| j ^ j- SI ^ Jj j J r yi i*i^h *-i/ 

^ Jj lx ,. u I li. l^Ll I* Jj *L(i ^1 Uf l^T df 

>4,t^iJl^- ^) jj4ij J li* fi* i' ^ 

^ rii* ft j1 j* i^iftAJl 

f^iUll lyLkLii iLU !i:l>*l -^v^* ^ Ij j 1^ Ji3 U 

^ ^ r^sct 

^1 iUtj J5xi ij^l ilJl 4^4. ^5 i^^ OM 

l^ii 4^^.;^4J| &S ^i3 ijj jJ ji^l ti;l 

^•f' '-^ Li J^i4l U ^ ij 

,u^jt L^ ^JLe ^asXrtifl j|ajT ^^i 

^*x»3>j ^js liUj ts rr^y tfjTt'^ij 

j\y ji 1) '^\y s^li v?" ^i^lj »i>*l 

^ 1j «<j ^ ii;LJbfJt£ ^tj y ^ ^ ^*»I 

4^^y* s;t «;^-AJ Litfj o^-f J ^ 

jyj l3^ jjJ^ y^ I iS c; I J;^l ^- 

J ^'*3 i^L*lc J d i T h^; ^ JJI j tj^ ii! jL^l^ fHi <■ "> 

^J LfcJ* ^ -^jT^ J ^ 

+ ^ ^AV )iJ? LfrJt*J 

Tb& dbjqct o£ wnlin;^ ttik dwsuinent IB tLia:—Wbcr^rm Hitulu^liuip |>rsv- 
tected from nU ^liiuitiei'p liiii tlimu^li tba blf^^^higs Hf tha jusliiea of HJjs 
3tlAje3ty »ti4 tbe discipLinefi iotroduisad by Mm now became Lba d^niro e£ 
ptciirity Bipdpeice and the lniid ol jnstiEa noil beneiceocc ; aad moliiliiil^ 0£ 
peaple, dr^niUriES ud plebetaoB, OflpadMly lEamHl mea ci£ sutictity sod 
sohDlara of Uijjb wiademf wha kad lUe w^J to Bulrmdoii and ue tbo gulden 
ift dua p»tii &£ ifighteouBueM, LnviQg itauignited to iLk country from Armbia 
tmil noa-Aiikbu, bbte udopted tbii &« Uicir bome, Tlitriforsi tbo pfttidpHl 
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leiiiied mM veil TSTsed ia iliA ttFenl bfmchfB of law iinl in tlir priooittlai 
of jimapmiiEne*, aai] uooniplkliiij in edieti which rest oa fcawn an^J icati- 
many, aai] who ure koowa for tliaSr piety, Lcceaty nnJ aunotity, Siave, after 
fully cOnBideriof the deep lueiuiing*,^!! of the vcr»a of tha QuraB fSora 
Iv G2), ‘'Obey Gftil aoii ebay the Frophel aniT thoas among yon who may 
be in anthority,''a&il, aecaaJ7y, gf the Eenuine tradilionaj (1) "Sttraly the 
man whn ia dearaat to OtiJ on the Day of Judgment la Imami Adil (ju*t 
lEftJ4r);"(S] Whoaoewr oheji tlie Amir, obeys met and whoMerir leldn 
againat Inm. rebels gainst me," and. tlfrd/y, of ■ereril oilier proof* basetl on 
retBon and iBilituotty, egieed that the rank of Snttan^i-Adil fjoat ruler) is, 
in the eyes nf God, higher thnn ihe rank of a etvjfiifiiif (liead of the ChisrcL)! 
Wherefore, the King of Islam, the nsyluni of the Nalinpa, the Anitr of the 
Faithful, iho i^Uedow of Qod tirfr the people of the world, Abnl F*ih 
JiUjifuildm llohammed Akbar B;Adshah Ghasi, may Qod porpelaate his king¬ 
dom, being the most just, the most wiae. tlie moat learned wnil the mort Cud 

fearing, it is declared that, should, in futore, a reiigiena quMtion Mmeop, 

regaidiug w'hiiih the cijioloue of the mtijiaMds oro at variance and Ilia 
Majesty in his peuetratiag wisdom and right judgment la innljned to adupl, 
for tho LonoEt of tlie natinu and a* a paliticnl eapedii^iit, any of fhocDnillct- 
iog opraions which exist ou that point, and issue a decree to the effect, we do 
hereby agree tliat such a JeerBe ihalJ be binding on n« aU and on Uie whole 
nntiQD. 


Forthcr, we declare Uiat, ehonld Hla Majesty, fa Lii vast wl.dom, be in- 
ollfted to itaiie a new nnlrr, not eontmiy to the Quran, whicl may hceondu- 
oil'o fo tha public henefit, DbnUesce to it shdl be binding on the whole nation 
and oppcBilfFin to ft shall btoJre damnnlion in the World to came and loea 
ftf religion and property in tliis life. 

This document hat been written with hnnsst intentf„M,for the gbry 
of God and tlie iirnpagation of Liam, and is signed by tis the principal 
lanroed men of Bdigion and the pioos devotees of the Faith in the momh 
Bf Eajiib &ST IJjjTj D-Jb 

The draft of the above doeameiil: was b tte LandwriHin^ of 
Sheikh Mobfirak. The others sigtict] it ogoinBl their tvilJ ‘ but the 
Sheikh added at tlie bottom the follewiujf passage_ _ 

/*JyJ 111 I^L-Jtyf fcjjta Jjj 4iitm ii 

This 1» a tnrmcr wlifeli 1 Lari derireJ from nil my hearl and whL-h for 
several yflir* 1 hail t»eeu antJonsly loo liiag forward to. 

From the inomeat Ois Majesty obtained tliia legal instru- 
nieat, the soperiority of intellect of the /mam, or Kin^, became 
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the wlc law. Hib Majestv, hflTiRg heard that the /mams of the 
age and the Khalifs of Islam had themselves read the iTAuftfl# 
(public litanj) at Ftitlsy prayers^ onti that their example 
had, in later timeB, been followed by Amir Tymur the Sahib 
Kirao. and Jlirsa Ulegh Beg of Gorgoa, resolved to do the 
. ^ BRine. with the object, according to Abul Faxl, of 'taking opoa 

ill*: Im&m ^ his own shoalders a pioaa duty for the beueSt of the Jlobam- 
UTMilfmowiqit. mflitnr. cominuiiity,* hut, according to the malcontent Badaoni,‘of 
appearing in public as the AJiijtafiid of the age. 

Accordingly, on Friday, the Ist /unioiifwi aical, Q87, monot* 
iug the pulpit of tho g™nd mosque at Fsttehpur Sikri, he toad 
the following Kbutba, which, at bia instance, bnd been composed 
by Sheikh Abnl Fyz Fyzi 
olo ^)} 

iiJi ti i- ^ y y fi' jy 

Tlifl LorJ me th&kiuRdcyingnfffj 
lit iiinJc uie pttideatj atroHg tud bravtj 
He gttided mfi i-n fnitk s.fttl tmtb, 

He tilled my heart wiili right athI truth f 
JJu wit *£ iimu ctB tcitn His siiate^ 

Alin bo Akbar I Gfld 1* ! 

He cited passages from the Korao aoti offered thauka to God 
for his benevoletiCB and mercies; then, repeating the Ftitiha, he 
came down from the pulpit and read hia prayers with the congre¬ 
gation, standing behmd BafinHohammad Amin, tho Imam of the 
mosque, who conducted the service, 

About this time, Eaj i Ibrahim, of Sirhind, produced before 
the Emperor an old worm-eaten mannscript in queer characters, 
said to be ia the handwriting of Sheikh Sherd-Arobi, in which 
Som* it was predicted that the Sahib-i-Zaman (Lord of the period) 
twtkNl. would have many wives and have hiB board shaved. The charac¬ 
teristics mentioned in the book were found to agree with tho 
usages of Akbar. Other proofr were brought to show that in 
D90, a man would riao up who would remove all diffbrenc«a of 

opinion among the aoventy-two sects of Islam, Khawaja Maulana 

of Shirax produced an old pamphlet quoting the tradition that 
the promised appearance of Imam Mahdi would immediately 
take place. 
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Abul Fozl, in tie AkbciTDonia,* has given an mtereFting 
BccooLt of a religious tweeting in tie Joina Mu^id of Fattehpiir 
Sikrij when he wag himself itjtreduccd te tie EinporoT (1574 
A, D.), He writes 

** During these days tho writer of these pngea (Abel FozI) ALui FmPi 
gained the fresh honour of an in ter view with His Majesty, ItoAkbir^ 
had tie good fortune of paying ttsy respects to the Emperor at 
the capital of Agra in the begin Jiing of tie y ear. 

Owing, however, partly to vauity imd pride and partly 
because my lather was pnwiilmg to give me leave to depEtrt. I 
refrained from a jonroGj to the eastern countries. Matters con* 
tinned in this fashion nntil I received a letter from mj brotbcroi 
mformiog me that the King wanted to see me. Not having 
sufficient means. 1 wns at a loss to nnderatand how to go to the 
presence of tie King empty Imiided. At last. I resolved on 
presenting a literary prod notion, as lie het£ odbring suited for a 
man in my eondition of life, and, wiik that object in view, wrote 
a eommeatary on the Snrah FatUm of Al Koran, As the Ro^al 
camp reached Ajmere, 1 received another letter from my elder 
bnotier repealing the desire of Hia Majesty to see My 

literary coinpnation being complete, I resolved to join tie Hoyol 
CAmp jand, os ll reached Fatiehptir Sikr^I repaired to that 
place^ after obtmmng my fatheris periwis»1lfi. When I renched 
that chief town (Misr'i-Janin)i I found that there was no 
friend through whom I could be introduced to the Boyd 
preseoce. As^iimptiou of self-importance again pevented my 
asking the mediation of anybody to introduce me to the King, 
until my elder brothcTj older in wisdom and oge, aaked me to 
attend the religious meeting which waa to bo conycned under 
tho direction of Hia Majesty. 

Accordingly, tho folbwing day, T attended the grand mosque, 
which is one of the grandest cdificca built by Hb Impeiial 
Majeaty. Suddenly, His Majesty made his appearance. Ho 
saw me trum a long distanee. I made laiy obeisanoe. His 
Majesty made a sign to jne la otmie, I instantly walked to the 
Royal pro^euce and paid my Iiotnogo^ His ilajesty addressed 
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me kind wotils and ^pckc of me in mo^t flattoriog terms tn the 
people assembled, nnd gave fatticulors of myself wbieh 
even unknown to me, 

* He began to relate my circutaaiancCfi to the poople preseiat 
in the As^embiy in aneh a wny that even I was not awene of 
them** 

Tba kindness and con&ideration paid me by His Mojesty 
won my heart. From that moment royal fkvoiira increased, and 
from dav to day I was raised In the estirontiou oF my augufit 
mosterand sovereign/* 

At about this tiiuPi a section of the ulfTviu charged the 
Emperor with apostacy* Ahnl Fail, in the Akbanmma (Voh lH), 
devotes a whole ehapler to refuting the charge, and shows that 
Akbaf never laid flaim io become Godj or the apostle of God^ 
thougb he received His fjight from the Sapreme Being above and 
wftB directly guided in all his aJihirs by Him. 

At the back of the mosque is an enclosuio^ containing a small 
tomb of au Infant Thi&t *jhe legend goes, is the tojnb of an inbnt 
son of Sheikh Salem, aged sir: montha^p who^ having talked to hh 
revered Father in a marvetlonB fiiaLiyn^ ^crlGced hia own life for 
that of a son ta the Emperor* whoso children were fated to die 
in infancy unices some one gave a child of bis own tn die instead. 
Nine niotiths after the generous infant died^ prince Salem came 
into the world. In the detrfa about here will be found a door 
leading to a cave which was the original abode of the Saint before 
the spot attracted the aLtentiou cd royally. The place ia aleo 
pointed out where he need to teach hie pupils, ns also the place 
where the holy man persuaded ^ho royal conpio to take up their 
abode, m the neighbourhood of his own hut^ and where the 
prince who boro hi& name was boru. 

North of the Dargah are the houEea of Ahul Fo^l and his 
brolher Fyaij both almost iiuitcd. The drawlBg-ronma and the 
iTaucttui of the Boyal conrliers have been now niilked English 
clofs rooms; iho other litiildings were u&ed by the erudite 
brothers as audieuco chamber* md public rooms. 
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Xordi of Abut Fazl'g bouau is tha palace of Bir BiJf* one 
Akbftf’s favourite compaiiioiifl, whose wit and tvisdom ddighted 
His Majesty, It i» a two-fburoyed building of great beaatyj. 
omanjeDted with a profusion of carvioge of iniuutc fimah, still in 
an almost perfect state of preservatiem. tTbc lower storey con- 
tains four rooms, each 15 feet square, with a ceiling of slaba, IS 
feet long by one broad Tho roofii rest upon projecling cornices, 
supported by high arches. The ebambers in the upper storey 
are of the same size as the lower ones and ara Burronnded by 
m;^ire dooiea. Mr, Keene, who is never profuse in his piaisc, 
writes of this building:—Nothing can exceed the uiaasivenesa 
of tbo materiala excepting the minuteBcss of the finish. It 
seems aa if a Ciiinpsa ivurywotker had been employed U|»ii 
a cyclopcBD monument.” The whole fitrncture ia of stone, not 
a stick of timber has beep used in any part. Its chief beauty 
lies in the fact that, although small in sire, it ia exceedingly 
delicate and bandsonie- indeed, nothing could be done better 
with the same materials mthiu the some space and diraenaious. 
Victor Hugo Writes of this house;—■’'Everywhere was mogni- 
ficcDce at once redued and stupendous; if it was not the most 
diminutive of palaces, it was the most gigautie of jewel 


Bir Bal’s palace was finished in the STth year of Akhar'a 
reign. When the building was completed, His Majesty, at Bir 
Bal'a request, honoured it with a visit. Abul h’aal, in the Akbar- 
uama, thus notices the event In these day's the houBo of 
^ja Bir Bal was illuminated with tbo lustre of the Emperor's 
feet. The Bnja enjoyed the distiuctioa of being a pei^onal 
fsvoniite of His hinjesty, who ordered a spacious palace of sand¬ 
stone to bo coustracted for hiia. When tbis edifice was complet¬ 
ed, he solicited tbo honour of a royal visit, that his dignity might 
be exalted. On 7th of Bnhmaa the Emperor houored tha paUce 
with his presence, and the Baja became the recipient of Royal 
favours.” 


Soath-east of the above is tbo palace wrongly attributed by the p 
glides to Jodh Bai, who, as already noted, was the consort of Ja- ^ * 
haugir, and ngt his mother, and whose paiace has been mcotioned^*”**" 
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id the diiscriptiod of ilie Fort. From its boiog the cootml 
corpfi cfe Keeue conjecturi^ij thiit it tlie pEklac^s occupied 
by Zan-i-KtilaUf or Akbar^a chief wile, Buqiiiiia Suitaea BcgaiDi 
the datighler of Mirza Hludal, tJie itimperoFa uncle. Bat, 
from the Hindu oaturc of the buildiug, it h moat probable 
that it Uie dwelling of Akbar'a HLiclu conaort, tho daughter 
of Uaja Bihcu'I MeJ, kuawu el^ ^ItM^iuiu-uZ'^Zaiijfkiii. There arc on 
tbe waits the curved imugca of HiDdii gudi imd goddeesea—Media* 
deva the great graudlathor of goda; Lrikabmi the guddesa of 
fortune aud proaperitj, and cicpbant-hcadcd Gnocab:, who baa 
power over civil luatters^ Suiua of the fragments foetid in tfrii 
palace taem to have belonged to a Hitidu temple, The quortcin 
are the iiiost exteuj^ive and spacious of the buildiuga which stand 
hero, tdmost in a line from west to east, and were intended aa 
spechil lipartmenta for the Einperor^B clioiiea conoort, or the 
Emperor h1in§ein Entering from a lofty and esqnisitoSy carved 
gntewayt one eoQiea on a platfcirinj, or open galJeryi 177 foot bj 
oT frot^ pavod with sandstone lioga and Garrounded on all 
aides by a colonnade wilb two-storoyed and three-storeyed roonu 
on the north and @oulh^ the roofa being of aluplDg stabs, coTered 
with bUio enameL In anodier court close h}\ h an elegant 
reservoir of water cros^ by four raised pa^aigea which meet in 
the middle* This was, no doubt, a place of recreation for the 
Emperor and tha ladies of the royal household. 

The palace of tha Hindu princes?, with those of tataxuboU 
Begum and the Sonehri Mnuxll already deseribedp are Ibe 
most superb of the wbola series of buildings in this quarter. 
Fergu^jfcn thus describes them :-^‘*The ricbost, the moat beauti- 
fulj as well as tha meat charucteriatic of nil hia (AkbEor'fi) 
buildings hero are three small paviliotis said to have been 
erected to please and accemmodato his three favourite Sul- 
tauuSi. They are iimnll, but it is impossible to conceive anything 
50 picturo^que in ontUue or any buildiug carved and oruanionted 
to such an oxtenii without the smoiliist approach to being overdone 
or in bad taste/' 

Sunnnnding a quadrungnlar courtjardj nnrth^waat of the 
Hindu Princesas palace, are tho itables for the accommodalkni 
of horscH, elephniLta and camelsii Like the other structures^ (hoy 
aJre mode of red sandstone and ate of mo^lva confitruction. The 
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atone maDgcra iuitl tlie Luge stooc rings to wLkh the Leraca wore 
raaleued §U11 remolu on the apotr and aie olyecta of Attraction 
to the cniioua observer A little fiirtUer removed from the 
atahllug hi n atioll of auhaCautiul mneoarj set aport oxclaBivelf for 
the Emperor a fiiiTuiiri.te elcphnot, whichi in ^ze ood sugncity, was 
nniivalleil Among the leat. 

In this group of eiugrilor aLrucliires there is a luinarel quite jhe Ele- 
miiqiio in abaiM! juid dci-igu. It is ofcirculaT form and 00 feet 

high, being etodded fesceptibg the top, which is surroumletl bv a 
CDpciiJa)i fritm the suiDmit to the base with stone imitationa of 
elephant a tasks of full aize, which project from the sides of the 
massive column like brackets, giving it an odd and fantastic 
appearance. It ia supposed to have been erected by Akbar over the 
grave of the favourite elephant alleded to above. It ia also coiled 
the llimn 3finarir,f}T Antelope Tower, from thedrcnimtanco that 
Akbar enjoyed sport iiom its aummit, shooUng the game which 
were brought from all parts of the country, iu on enclosure here. 

His M^estys love ot sport has beeu fully noticed in the works 
of Abu I Fazl and Nlzamiiddin Ahmad, his biogmphera. 

He was a ektlfiil marksman, pjid hk personal dexterity in bunting 
the lion and the bear Ims been the subject of praCse. At Fattehpgr 
Sikri, owing to pregs of State buaiiuiss, we «re the Emperor, to 
use Mr. Keene’s expression,' in his drea^ing-gown and slippers’. 

The popular name, Hiran Minara, ia also justified from the 
fact that nntelopea abound in Ita ncighbourhuod to the present 
day, Herds of them moy bo seen trotting on iho fallow ground, 
or reclining m the ravincB, or grazing in green meadowa They 
are, of course, the deacondauts of those which were the objects of 
Akbar's aport. 

A littlo further down tho hill is the iainons Hatlupol, or 
Elephant Qute. It U a maaaive and noble structure, fknked by 
two octagonal bastions. I’he arch is 20 feet high from the 
ground, and on eithor side of it, over a lofty pedestal, is the 
figure of a Colossal elephant, life-eiie, adth their trunks entwining 
each other, as in the act of fighting, and thrown over the 
entrance. The iconoclostic zeal of the fanattcid Aurangzeb has 
destroyed tho heads of the uffigios, or otherwise mutilated the 
i^niLQi^ ota^lDiia of Ui6 tliflu wliicb qq uiuto fispErb 
incut for the gateway of a royal Eastern palace can be imagined. 
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In the viciDi^ tif tbe Elephant Gfliewaj is a apleDdid bajstiQii 
tolled the &i7i^n Barjj the reumoat of commtticed 

GO a gmud fitale by Akhiir, but dbscootiaaed aubscqnentlj, 
owing to the di^approTol pf the holy moDp Salem Chiahd^ of the 
de&igD to make Fattehpor a royal reeidenoe. 

Tha Between the Hath! Pol and Saiigin Bug L? an cxteD&ive(^ravan 

S<fme where reaorted merehaats from distant parts of the Etnpue 
aoiJ from Afghahistau and the couotried of Asia, with their goods 
» for sale. Here la a closed gallery with a l>eant]ful pierced network 
of Blonpp used by the ladies of the Aareinr as a passage for com- 
mnaicatioa with the didcrcot aparlmeats of the palacos. Here 
were diaptayed fur aab to the fair residents mercantile stores con¬ 
sisting of cmbrcpidered silk fahries, muslins^ shawLa and olber 
textures, and here are also pointed oat jewellem' ^hops^ where 
wSTB exhibited piles of gold and ^ilFor ornaments and of the jewela 
which embellished the royal dresses and npbea. ThesCp koweTert 
are all buried in their own debris^ and only vestigee of them can 
be seen here and there toshaw whore they stood and with ivhat 
object they were built 

Nothing is more depresaog than the solitude of the deaertad 
dwelling! and palaces once full of ritality and the ^cat of a 
literary ond luxurious court. 

Under the higher par+s of the rock to the westward, and 
below the gateway of the great mosque is an elaborate syalcm 

Wftterwurka. of water works, by which water was raised by means of afiystom 
of Persian wheels^ and brought and coHeotcd ia a scries of re* 
flcrvoirs, and then distributed by meana of conduit pipes to 
different porfes of the rcaldencea on the biilsw 

Tbe Bjww.^ Amongst these is a wide oblong masoug- Kauz^ or re&ervoiXt 

from which cool water was drawn up through a trap door ia th* 
hot weather* 

The height from the mmmh ol the wall is about 100 feet, and 
men and boys are always found ready to amuse the fiaittir hy a leap 
from the top for a amuU gratuity, which ia mach lalued by them. 

Badaoni makes metition of Anup Taldo, or Annp^a Tank in 
Fattehpur aikri, where the Emperor invited kamed men and 
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Lhs Iftvyers of the realm to held meeting on rsllginTu qn^ations, ifwtiDii 
One Bight ho mriled Qoii Ynkub. Shoilth Abdul Fnzl* Haji 
Ibrthim wd 8 few othera, when a lively diacessioti took pWe on 
the legality I or othsrwtaoi of a intefn tOAmago (a tempofAvy 
agreement of matrimonial alliance), ft was urged that, ao- 
cording to the trailitiona of Imam ilulik and the Shiaa, the 
iRiUa mamago was legal* but that, according to the doctrineB of 
Imam Shafai and Hanfeih, it wae illegal, ilulla Abdul Kodir 
Baihoni gave it os bia opinion that, should a Quazi of the ITolki ' 

§ect decide that nruta ia legal, it Is legal, accoTdit:g to the com¬ 
mon belief, oven for Shioa and Banfis, His Majesty was much 
pleased with this npinioD, 

In the midst of a soriea of arcaded buildings, not far train 
the Bai;^b of Salem ChisLj, is a £hoii, a Large pond, coostruo- ■ 

tedofi^ary. The water of the pool ia now stagnant, and 
the cloiatens or galleriefl all roijud open towerJa it, A long 
flight of stops leads to the cistern, and the plaoe ia so couBtructed 
as tn seen™ perfect privacy en the door leading to the steps 
being properly closed. This was the bathing place for the ladies 
of the royal honsebold 


North of the hills there was, in tho time of the Moghul Em, Tbejindiot 
perors, a largo lake closed by a huge embiuikraeiit on one side, and “*■ 
a range of hills on the other. This fumed a Inrge sheet of 
water, ajjt miles in length, by two in breadth, which, in Akbar'a 
time, supplied water to the iuhabltanta of the place and irrigated 
the neighbouring flelds and gardens, 

Abnl Fazl informs ae, in the Akbarnamu (VoL EX), that AVul 
on tho banks of this lake the princes and grandees of the 
Empire hod their palaces and summer honsea, which served as , . j 
retreats during the hot weather, where various sorts of pub¬ 
lic amuBements were held. The Emperor joined in these festive 
entertainmoutfi, and the A mire played chess and Gan^ifay n game 
of cards. lu the 27th year of the reigo (1SS2 A.D.) tho embank¬ 
ment broke up, the water of the lako overflowed, the hausas on 
the bank were swept away and great damage to property was 
done, though no lives were lost. The Euiperor had a narrow escape, 
and ofleringa were made as a thanksgiving to the Almighty for 
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the safety Ilf the King. The nohility folloTred the example of 
His Mejesty in thb respect. The wnter was draioecl off during 
the admifiiFtration of the Hon^ble James TIiotoftMnj Lfeutenaut- 
GovemOr, W. Proriocea. The Boil has ti.irned ont moit pro¬ 
ductive, and the cultivation of cereals is carried on very Hucceas- 
fullj on it Chili is very esttusiTelj town lu the neighbourhood 
of Fftttchrur, the irail being porticnlailj favourable for its growth. 

The quarries of FattehpnT supply a ttme pillars, coliimug and 
alnba for roofe of edifices in Agrii and eUe^here in the North- 
Weatern Provincea^ while an eiteuaLva trade is carried on in 
chafdcis, orbaadmilla for grinding grain^ whioh are ariidos of 
haiiEcboId use and for which the demand la tinivewal. 

During the time cf Akbar there was an Imperial workshop 
in Fattehpur on the same scale as in Agra nod Lahore^ and 
aeaordipg to the Ain, carpeta of wonderful vmicties and chiinii- 
jDg texturea were manuracturcd hep^» AH kinds of carpet- 
wen vera settled here and they produced masterpieces. In this 
workshop skilful masters nnd workmen wcro cmplojed to teach 
people an imptoved system of manufaclnre^ and not only wore 
hmr-weaving and ailk-spinniiig brought to perfection, but a tasto 
for fine materials become general 

Speaking of the trade in red anudatone, Abul Fazl writca In 
chapter S6 of the -rfin: It is obtainsble in the hUh of Fattch- 
pur Sikti, His ilojestj's reridcncap and may be breketi from th.fi 
rocks of any length or breadth. Clever worknmu chboHt luora 
Bkilfully than any torner C4u1d do wilh wood; and their worts 
vie with the picture boot of Maui (the groat paintejr cf the 
Saafianidea).** 

Not far from the embankmont of the dry lake previonafy men¬ 
tioned^ and on the bant and in the ncigblKiurhood of tbo 0fangrm 
ATaddfj or riviilfit, wild hogs in large numbers aro found. Tho 
iVflddi producer Wga fish of fine flavour which are brought 
into the atreeta of Agra for sale* Feo. fowls, aquatic birds nod 
blue pigeoDfi are aba plentLfuL They are entrapped by n race 
of degenerated Lidian gipsies called JTnnjtrrv, who aubaist on 
tho fioab of tho foil jackal niid benats of P^^Ji llzardl 

and other reptilce. 
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lu 15B3 His built aliuB-bqtjBfg outside the city, that Khurimni- 

for the Mohomedioins heEofj called Kherputa imd that for the Hindus 
DhamipOiru T\m placres were put iu charge of Abul Fasrl's m^a* Dii™tmTO. 
A third wia also btiilt^ to irhich was gin eo the Dame Jdgipura. 

A large Dumber of joffiu flocked to tida inititutioii from dlifereat 
parts of ladia- Hm Majesty gave fchoni private Laterriews at 
night,‘enqiiiling ioto abstruse truths^ their Ekrficka of faith; 
their occupatioiis; the iiidneace of meditatioD; their several 
practices acd usages; the power of be mg absent from the body [ 
oT into ale be my and pbvsiogDomy, aad the power of omtii- 
presence of the soul/ 

Hifi Majesty teamed alchemy aud OiMbited a quantity of Betehtltju of 
gohl made by blmself. Bciog lufcruied of the loDgavUy of 
the Latuas of Thibet, MoDgolian devuts:es and other recluses 
and hermitSi who, by acts of absEmaiLce atid r^taiuiug the breathy 
lived to two hmidred yeara or taore, ho, in iuiitatirm of these 
religious dicd,. limited the titiie speut by him iu the Jlarem, cur¬ 
tailed bis TixmI and driuk^ aod, as a religious peupuic^, abstained 
from meat llie killirjgaf aDiUkiils ou cartruD days was; forhiddeb, 
and au order was passed to ivorabip the sun four timos a day, in ^™3aia of 
the moroibg and eveiiibg and at hood and midnighL ^jhih. 


His Majesty repeated daily the one tliousfmd and one Sanscrit 
names o£ the suu^ devoutly turbiug his face tow ards tlie 1 u minor y, 
and applied the Hindu mark to his forehead. He gave hh re* 

Ugluus system the numo Touhid-i-Ihdd^ or * Divine tuoDotheism/ IH-sim aiaun- 
aud made chehis, or disciple?, froEn among both Hindua and 
Mahomedatis. He prayed to the buo every murufug, and, after ■ 
he bad repented its lOO t nnmcid, stepped out into the baloauy 
and there showed himaelf to thou-mnds of people aaaemblcd 
opposite the window* who prustmtcfl themHolvcs before bim. 

They proressed to have vowed that* until they had seen Hie 
IJaj^aty a blesaed countenauee, they would not rinse tbetr tuouths, 

DOT ent and drink," 


The glory of Fattehpur Sikri ae a royal midcuoe^ and na the ^nis idory of 
seat of the Empire of India, commencGd with Akbor, ite foander, ^bortuJiea* 
and terminated with Iiim, It waa atiortlived, being built and 

* Ou relbni^ai iDncriktliiM ul m Gvpt&r IH. 
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Tedui[>ed to rninH in fifty years. Akbnr tli^ finl tu occupy it 
and tho lost bo build there, not a eiugle liniJilifi^ liavutH* er^Li^J 
after hiin. Indeed, wheu Fineii rmted It, lu the early part 
of the reigu of Jahuiigit, iba son Euid suecesisur of Atbar, he (innid 
U alnioat de^rted. He tbuB describes the place:—*'Riim dl j 
lyitig like a waste desorc and v^ory dan^eruiis to pasii llimiigh 
111 tie nightJ*" Whop Fntbehpur had reaeheij the h±uglit of it& 
luagPificenGe, the saint Salem ClushU found it must liiounvcEsiekit 
ti> live there. Ha had been attracted to llio spot by ifci loueli- 
atid now^ having attmoted tlia olteudou of rojolry^ it 
Imd beeooiQ one of the most populous clbiea of luilLi. The bustle 
of the buflv eLty%tljB guieSea aoJ pagamts of the courts mterferoL] 
with tlio faiut^s devotions^ At last the Emperor^ uuaM'ara of 
the feelings of hiss spiiitual gEiide, •coiuinenocd to aurrouinl tho 
hills with a chuia of maasiTO fortificutioua. The holy mrtu could 
then no longer rcstmin Inm^elf. He told hxi royal dbeipte ilmt 
ha had travelloti twenty tim&a on pOgrimagea to Mecca, but his 
peace hiid neirar been bo much disturbed; Micordingty be express¬ 
ed his wish tliAt either the Eiiipcrgr or he ahouM depart, ” If it 
be your MajeaLyV will,"^ replied the Emperor, ** that one should ga* 
kt it be yoor slnre, I pmj.“ Akbar removed to Agra, whicli city 
he rebuilt. The court anJ the townapeopk were tranEplanlcd to 
the latter place^ at that time a desolated spot ■ aud Fattehpur 
Sikri|. with its atopondoiis aod pictureffj^Eie pulftcas^ Its cltfgnoL 
luosqoep, deeoribed as the goodliast m the eaist. ife atiflvdkd ruuu- 
BPlciipj, its aiitopLuous rcsldencea and iU deserted slrcets, lemaiua 
to this day a inoiiuiueiitof the npletidour and wealth of its fbuadnr 
^ ^ uud a tcstiuipuy to the despotic power which a repEitalliin for 
uapctity has la all ages confi^rred I lu the eloquent words of the 
pructicAl Fergueson : ^‘Taking it altogether, thk palace of Fotteh- 
pur Sikri is a romance in flioue auch us few, very few, are lo be 
found anywhere j und it is a rcHex ol tlio iniud of ihe great iiiuu 
who built it more disttinct ibiiu luu enLsiJy be obtsiined from any 
other source/* 


SHEIKH SALEM CHISHTI. 
iThe ciKumstancofl uhejer wbioh Sheikh SuTem CliMti aettled 
in Fattchpur Sikri, nnrf (]„ indJ^uf^ ^hioh witEed thst 
place, frou* \mug ocice an insignificant haaid, to becomo one 
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«f tho most Biiiirughing chics ol InJia aod llie capital of rlii; 
Eii»[>irc, lm?c boea tJrcady msiitiane’iL A laief accDiint of tlic 
rurally of Hio somt who hold so hii^h a pitiee far ^ancM^y in Ijidm 
during otio of llio best iH?riodfl of ii& fthl^ no doubt, bo 

read iritu in to rest. Sheikh Salem, soil of SIipM Bahouddio, and 
called aftei' tho Dame of the vlllngo in PerFia Tvlitiicc 

his faltier laime, \ia5 a lineal descemkiit of Sheikh Farid-iid-diu, 
ffumaiDod Sholcaigunj^ soil of Janial-nd^diu Saltnau. According 
to the i of Ahul Fiat* STicikh Fariil traeed his deis^out 

from Farokli Sfiah, King of CabuL In the tinio cf the great 
Tartar coiiriaeror, Chenges? KbaOp one of hh anceator-^ Qunzi 
Shoeb, came to the District cf Lnhoro and aettled io the 
liiwn of Kaaiir. He was mucli respected by SulUio Balham and 
subsequently went to Miiltan. Slieikb Farid^nd din was boro 
ill Kliotoual^ in MiiLtan, Having heard of the religious soodity 
of Khawji-4 Kntb-udHlin nai, the Khnliffi^ or SBCceseort of [%hwaja 
Mom-lid-din, ha went to Delhi anil bccarrie his di^pFo. On his 
death the Sheikhs of I he time iinfmiEnnnFlj robed liim Jwith the 
ii^iutly doak of tha deceased saint ^ and Farid-uiJ-din so tiled in 
Pnk Fall an. then fciiown as AjiidJhii, where ho died, on StU 
Mohnn-ftiu fJfiS H (1269 A. D*) 

Acenrdi-.^ fo the ^mhakati Akbari^ Shaikh Sale lit Sikriwnl 
was one of the most revered Sheikh? of India and snrpaFsad ojl 
the deyotces of his titee in sanctity and auatarity. He posFo^- 
od the power of mirsclcfi (so the anthar Baya) and had perfi/rined 
pilgrimage tfi Mecca twenty four times in his life. He then 
travelled to Hijiiz, Otiee be rctnnified in Mecca for fifteen vciirs* 
** Hifl MftjtiSty the shadow of God (Akbar) made Fattehpur his 
capital for hk sake,^ He died in &7tl H. (JoTl A. D.]. 

Abul FuzI. in the Akt^rnama mentiDn^ Sheikh Ahmad, the 
£%eond (mitti}i) mn of Sheikh Silam. ^H^twns posaeissett nf 
high virtviei*^ fjever Rpoka ill of any btidy and wfts never seen io 
anger. He wriA df toserred babitflnnd dignified dcmeauniir/ He 
was created an dm it (noble of the Empire) and was honoured 
wilb the dL'tiiJctioD of beceming the Atka* to the heir-apparciit 
Ho eatigbt cold in the campaign of htalwa, and* arriving at 
Fatehpnr Siktt^ had an attack of pamlyFie. As the Roy&\ camp 

* A Turki word buWpd W4t aiirte^ 
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^as vLhmt to move to he (saine to pay his \nu\ reffpect^ 

to hia Majeoty, and, imtnediatelj on liis retura to bLe faau&Op 
breathed his last. 

The event occurred iu the S2nd year of Akhir'e reign ;9S5 A. H. 
or I5T7 A. D.). He served in the court with Sheifeii Ibmhini. 

Sheikh Ibrnhim was sou nf Shdkh Musa^ elder brother of 
Sheikh Salem, who lived a retired life in SikrL Ibrahim lived 
chiefly nt cotirtp iu the service of the Princes, and in the 23rd 
year of the rdgn was appoiuted Governor of Fattehpur Gikri* 
In the 28th yesTj he served with distinction under Khand'Aaiin 
hllrra Ariz Kokah^ in Bebar and Bengal^ and wheot it* the 
aOth year, Akbar went to Oabnlp bo was made Governor of Agra, 
which post he held until his death, in 939 (1596 a, n> Ho was 
also soEL-iu-law of Sheikh Salem. 

Sheikh Bayard Khan] was gmnd^^n of Bheikh 

Salem. Bayndd's mother nuo^d Prince Salem (Jahangir) on 
the day ot hts birth. Iu Akbor’s timn he ro^o to the comuiind 
of g^OOO, but after Jah£iiigLr’$ accession, he received the rank of 
^pOOO, with the title of Aloa^am Khan. Soon after, be was made 
Governor of Delhi, and iu llie 3rd year of Jahangir’s reign he rose 
to the command of 4^000 aud 260 horse. He diev ..t Fattebpiir 
where he was hutiedK 

Islam Khau Sheikh (Aliiuddiu) another graud-sou of Sheikh 
Salem, married the siater of Abul Fo^L He was Guvertior of 
Bengal, where he died iu 1622 (IfjlS A, Dj. 

Hukarrmu KhaOp eon of Sheikh Bajazid, married the daughter 
of lalam Khan, whom he aerved in Bengal. He woi made 
Governor of Oris^aud iu the Slat year of Joliangirs reigu was 
made Ooveiiior of Bengal, mce Mosan Ali Turkomau. 

It will he interealiug to know w^hni meu reuDWned in the 
political history of Akbar^s time lie buried id the once metropoli¬ 
tan city of Fattchpiir. 

1. Saltan Khwaja (Azam Khan), eon of Khwsja Khawiud 
Dost, h described iu the Tabakat as a Baautly philoeijpbDr. Ho 
enjoyed io a high degree the coufidence and friendship of the 
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Emporor Akbar. In 9S+(t576 A. B.) he was (a’eattjd Mir Hajj, 
or chief of the party proeecndiog on Majjp and. an mdh find 
cbaige of a ntiEiefoiifi body of courtlere who went to Mecca on a 
pilgriii3Hge m that year. Nerer had aijcb an lufliientk! body of 
the Court aoblea before started for Arabia. He i™ also put in 
charge of rfx lakhs of Knpeefl and 12^000 Biiits of cbllies for 
distribution to the people of Mecoi^ 

Od his ictum, in the 23rd year, or 1517* be was made a 
Coaimander of one IhauBaod and was created Sadr of the Empire, 
which ofhee he held till hia death, in 902 (1583 A. n>. He was 
buried outaide the Fort of Fattehpiir, to the north. He became 
a member of the Divine Faith a/ler bis return liom! Mecca. 

According to Baddoni, Sul ton KLwaJa did not meet with a 
good reception at hlcccaat the bands of the Sheriff* or herrfitaiy 
CuBtodian, of the place, and returned to India much discontented. 
No sooner bad he returned to this country ^han^ freeing bimsetf 
from the restrict ions of Islam. be Bbaved hie beard and joined 
the Divine Faith of Akbar. under the guidance of the Eeverend 
Master^ Aha I FazL In aoclal meetiDgB he was ever in the fronts 
and he took a warm part k reJigioTid dlfiCDiirsea. Akbar, pleased 
with biB new disciple, conlerrcd on him the Jagir of Gharipur 
and Hajipur. 

When the lost moiuenU of Saltan Kbivaja arrived, he aaid 
to bis MajcBty: " I hope I shall not be buried like a mad man.'* 
He was buried in a grave with a peculiar lamp : a grate waa 
laid over the grave lu such a posture that the light of the 
Tiring aun. the great Imninary which clenns^B from all sins, might 
shine the foce of the corpse. 


% Sheikh Khuhi, of Fattehpurj bettor known by hns title of 
Qutbuddin Klian^ wna daughter "a ion of Sheikh Salem. He was 
Bou of a Sheikh Zada of Badaon and waa foster brother of 
Jahiirtgir^ who used to say that Khubi'B mother was dearer to 
him tiinu hjB owu. Jahangir, when in Allahabad In rebellion 
against ALbar, conferred on Khubi the title of Kutbuddlu 
Khan and made him governor of Beliar. On ascending the 
throne, he raised him to the viceroyalty of Bengal, vice Man 
Singh. His death ia connected with one of the moel tom antic 
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ibeict€ibt3 known to Ens^^fo Iiistmy. Jahnogirp when u prtnce, 
buenme ^Dainotired of Uehr-ul-nisf^Lp tlie benutiiiil riniighler of 
mh'zu GhiLia Beg Tehrmii, Laril High Trcn^nrcr of Akbnr. Bhp 
held been preyioiifily atfianee^i to All Knli B-p-gf lataljn fSher 
Afghnn Khnn)* n Tnrkomiin TioblomBn who wft? Stt/nf'tfn or 
t&bfe fltteiidanE of Sbnb IsTuail II, King of t^ergia. After the 
Kiur’is drath, AIL Kiili eanie to India, and at MiilidJi iiiet Alir^a 
Abdul Rahim, Khaod-Xbonan, mu of Behmin Kimn, the general 
and tutor of Akbar, During the wor at Tkatta, he remlerr^d 
difltiijgaiahed service tinder the Khnn-i-Khauau, and, on hm recoin- 
mendatioo, was crentod a noble of tlie EriipLre, Tlie treasurer a 
wife had aeces^s to the Queen Msriaiii Z^iraanip Akbar"^ wife, and 
at bt^r palace the eyeA of Salim and Alehmlnirifa met The 
passion was luutual Akbar, having heard of the amouTp hotioiir- 
ablj refiulved that bis son's potion shaiiliij not interfere with the 
conipletiDij of the unimn She was married to her betrothed and 
sent with liiin to Burdwau^ liis Jagir. 

The yoong noblemnn accorapanted the priqco on his e:x|>odi- 
tioD against the Krina ctf Mewor and for his gaUantrv in the 
field received frum him tfie title of Sber Afgnii^ or the lion kiltecp 
Jahangir, on aseciiding the throne^ sent Alt Kuli Id hjg Jagir. 
His passion for Niir Jahan rcyivedp and he dinrffed hm foy^kT- 
brother, Kutbnddiii Khan, to rid him nf hi^ hated rival, Kulb 
ordereil Slier AJgan to Guiirt| but the latter refn;«cd to go, 
Kutb Lhen sent Ohlasa, hi^ sisieris son, to Bnrdw^aiit tci persnade 
Sher Afgan that no harEn would bn done to him. Ho biuiself 
folio wed Gbiisa to Eurdvvan. On hia approach, Shcr^ cs peeling 
no treachery, went tn receive hiiiii rtccoEupanied by two aieu, 
KutbpSeeiiig hi til, lifted up bis lior^e whip as a signal to his 
fullowem to ent dowu Sher, ^ What ht ail this i" exclaimed Sbt^r. 
Kutb, iidveiicitif towards Slier, npbrnideJ him for hk disobeiUence. 
The royalUta now attacked Slier, who killed rix men with his 
own band. BusliJOg then with bin iiWDrd iignio^t Kntbi ho 
gave bim a deep wound iii the abdoiueiK Kutb, who wa^ a 
corpulent roan, fencing Liis protruding bokvels with his lumds^ 
called on hia men la despatch ^he scoundrel. Ambah Khau, a 
Ka^^biueriaii uoblo of royal Wood, ihercmxjn advancing Eigaio?t 
Sher, infikted a swortJ cot over tbo head, but Slier ent him 
through with hk eword at the same tinia Seeing that be must 
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/iill a. Viclim to the number of hie assailante, be ehalleu^cid 
IheiQ to aingle cotabat; biit thta wna nti iaTitatbn whicli Ihej 
were iJl-prepared ta accodc te, 

Sber diamouatod irotn hU bom, and turoing hia faco to- 
waida Meeca and t&kuig up eanth, threw it ou Ltij lioiid bv ?fay 
of ablution, for want of water, mid etoaJ his ground &-inly. 

Hia bfldj was pierced by ballets diacborged by tbe erowda of iui»ul- 
aiits who surruLioded liim, aud be fell like a liou, os hia naine wnn. 

Not a eingla toim of hia nmneroua asaaiknla dared ta approach 
the corpse of the fallen hero, aacli was the terror inspired bv bis 
bi-avery, siutil tUey had actually seen him in his last agonies, 
Kutbuddin wa* still on borat^baek wbon he heiird that Slier had 
been killed. Ha sent Gbiaea to bring the effecis and family of 
fiber front llnrdwan. He Wfis Ibea removed in n palanquin, but 
died on tbo way. His corpse was takcu to Fottchpur fiikri, 
where it was buried, 

A hnudsomo domed mansoleuio still stauds tn the neighbour- 
iiDod of Rurdwnn, aud marks the last resting place of tbe hero, 
fiber Afgan. 

3- QuaJri of Shiraz, He was uii excellent poet and esme (Jiuulri- 
froiu Mecca to Iiidin, where lie was well received by Akbnr, He 
Bubscqitcntly fell into disgrncB and died at Fntteljpiir SikrL 


SIKANDRA. 

At fioma litrle distance from the right bank of the Joijjna ia 
the ctd military rood used by tho MiigbalH ia travelling north¬ 
west to fiihore aud Kashmir, now converted into an excellent 
highway hy British cuterpnAe. It baa been aptly called the 
' Afipian way' of Agra, being traversed by cultivated fields, 
ilrown for luilea with the remains of ofd inouamenls which recall 
to mind aogent agea Tfiero U the old Delhi gate of the 
Imperial wnlEs, a massive stnicltire of red sandstone, still ia a 
good state of preservation, and some of the aiieient mile-atones. 
On one side is the Dbtrirt Jail nnd on the other Llie Lunatic 
Asybira, both on sites of ancient buildings of which nobody 
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tpdwfl jiuytMijg now. Amijat these mufciUted remains of ancient 
might and gruatne^ is the Trllnge Sikondra,* in the rkitiity of 
which, in the ganlen of Bahisht A bad, atnnils tJie singular and 
solid tomb of Akbai, a maniimcDt of furj^a^iug beauty* li: wm 
designed and commenced by the great Emperor blm&ell and b 
the mofit ebametemde of Akbar'e btiildjngi. Though apimrant- 
ly after a Hindu, or mom correctly Buddhist« model, it is ijnUe 
singular in shapej and, according to the beat JudgoF^ uoJiko any 
other momimciit erected to the memory of man in the oriento] 
world, A recent German writer has justly observed, * ib Akbat 
was unique amount his omteiopomries, fio was im place □( 
burial amongst other Indiaa tombs—^indciHl one may mjf with 
confidence, amongst tho eopnlchrea of all Asia.* Lika the coiiut- 
leafi memoriale of bU beaeficeDt tule^ like the nninberleas good 
works of hh long and happy reign, the atone symbol of hk 
creative genlua which enshrines hh mortai romalns ^vitl ever 
stand the admiration of the whole world. Lofly os waa Akbar 
in soul, great as was his might and magnificence, he has left a 
monumenL to himself ec|Uflllj greaL rkh in Yoriety of dotnil, 
copioua in Its nmn^ing beauties, charming in the juxtapositioa 
of ils various parts. It is dne to the fertile Imagination and 
broad mind posaasseil by thb great-oouletl man that, centuirieB 
after hifl death, travellers from the remotest regions of earth are 
moved to enthuBiasm by the mere sight of his uiauaoleuiu, 
the monument of his own genius* What power of conquer* 
ing men’s minds must not this great dead havo po^^se^ed 
ill life f 

The tomb ataoda in the midst of an extensive square garden 
(fonoing an area of about a mile or nioro in cirenit)* girt by 
a hattfemented vvall^ each side of which has in its centre a 
lufty galeway of deep^teued red aandslooe. The red colonr of 
these alructures is delightfelSy hmken by delicate Lainarets 
of white marble at the angles, as well as by deoorations of glazed 
blue tilea and other inlay work of exqukito beau tv, Tho stately 
height and magoificenpe of I he galea is such "that each in 
itself might be mistaken for a palace* 


* , iweftiititi^ It U QiuaiHi aitAt Siluw^ Ltxli, tbe 

9Wim 1 £iii|}«rvr of bh^ JLaoj 
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Long before the mansokum h reached, iU tall, aknder mina¬ 
rets atsd white domefl greet the travciier'a eye firojai afkr. Ika<ih- 
ing it, jQii pass the wealem cr principal portal tipwarda 
a^vontj feet bighr with lautilated turrets and double archea, one 
facing the entrance and the other one of Uin four grand cause” 
ways of hewn atone, that converge to the oenlial platform on 
which the nionninent stands. 

Above the grand portal is the Nakkav iTAana, or mniiegallery^ xbc Krdrkur 
a spacious arcaded chamber^ with a balcony* from which^ at one 
watch after sunrljae and at dawn, kettle-drumfi were beaten in 
honour of the dead, together with their accompaiuiueuts, tlie 
ifaa'sia, * and other EnstrumenLs, The room 

whenoa once laaued royal music is now occupied by a British 
eergeaoL There are aleo quarters for the eustodlans of the tomb, 
and the nuUas, who j>erpetuatly repeated the Vvoi dn at the grave. 

Tha interior spaces of the four wide sections ore Inld out as 
gardens and filled with fruit trees of all sorts (among which the 
tamariml and some other trees am aim oat as old as the inontinieiit 
Itself) i but the gardens am entirely neglected now, ami the 
immense tanks and elegant fountain hasiass in tho centre of the 
causew:vjs, and the water-courses which transect thi heda of 
fragrant Bowers and odorous forest creepeis that were once tho 
charms of this ^ abode of paradiseare dry. The platrarm of 
white mrblo which terminates these magniheent approaches 
forma a base of above 400 feet in length and breadth, and on it 
rises the curious eCructure of red. sandstoDe in flue terraeea in 
a pyrnmidat form. The lower Htorejj 30 feet in heighf, measures 
32(1 feet on each aide, ejcclueive of angle towers, and m composed 
entirely of wide and open arches^ ten on each side surrounded by 
rows of cupolas, the three to the ea^t, west and oorth being Urge 
and lofty, and the fourth to the south, facing tbo sarcophagus, 
loftier atilL A alopiug passage leads from the main entrance to 
the mortuary hall, a vanked chamber in the pavement, 38 feet 
square, and here, under a plain unpretending tumbatone, almost Sry hSi. 
sublime in its aimplicitj, Ilepo^^e the mortal remains of the great 
Emperor, 

* A kmd of Citaac* 
t Clfu-ianet. 

I A kind of pipe. 

£2 
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The hall ia e&vei*ed with dark blue plaster and gold. Ju 
fippOPition to the preiTiiiljiig Mahumedan caatoiUf which requires 
dead maa^3 fat'e to be turned in th^ directioa of M^ccAi the 
tdmb of Akbar is eo ait tiatcd tbiit hi& ]iead ia to the weeL Coose- 
queutly his ikee ia to the cast and the rhnng anUp thereby givUig^ 
indiiiTatioa of the EmpcTor'H ffiiiju proelivitY* On the tomb are 
always lying YTsathH of fiower^jand Lord Northbrooke, the late 
GnTpmor-Goncral, has given proof of bis ijensa of admiration for 
tho great-aonled dead hy providing it with a gorgeoua ooveriog 
at hifi own oxpeaaa Well does the memory of Akbar deserve such 
recognition bj all lovers of true merit m the departed greats 
The fervour of a noble German ml ad was excited aa be laid hi* 
rosea on the grave of this high-mbded king; m the fQllowbg 
passage from the pen of Priuco Fredrick AuguBtine of Schleawig 
Holstein, Ccunit von Xoer^ will show: ^"Thea there came vivid¬ 
ly to my mind sopae words of the amiable and apen-mindccl 
S lee man, * coasideiing all the oiicomslanees of the time and 
plaee^ Akbar haft ulwaya appeared to me among sovereigOB a* 
^hakespeai' wos among poet*, and^ feeling ns a citbenof the worldp 
I reveretl the marble sEate that cover* bia bones^ more perhaps 
than I should that oiue of anj other sovereign with whose hb~ 
I tojy I am acquainted/ 1 too could say that no other burial place 

had BO moved me as this of Aklmr." 

By the side of the lamb lay the book?, miments and armour 
oF the Emperor* rendy to his hand if h© were to rise; but these 
werfip during the kfit cenLury, carried away by the JdU of Bhumt- 
pur, and it is coujeetured that some of tbesc relics might still be 
trocoJ eomewhere in that State if a flearch for them were 
made. 

Tb& \Tiriati& Above the first terrace rises another, 14 feet h inches high^ 
and meesuiing iSG fact on each side. The third is 15 feet 2 inches, 
Qjb other. fourth 14 feet 6 Inches high, all composed of turrets^ 

oolatnus^ arches and pillars of red atone, each terraco gradually 
dimimsbing in sifie, but in open arched giiUeriefl, tiU they 
jb^nunato on the aunpimit in an open euclosLire 157 feet on 
each aide, which is just half the size of ihe la west terrace. 
The whole mausoleum thus formed rises to the beight of 
100 feet 


The 

jrvUiia. 


The Mausoleum of Akbar. 
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A long iJight of fttone atcpa, clo^ to tbe coio^l arch to tJio 
douth of the mauseleum, leads to the gppor er eecond tomoe* 
oncircted like the rest by bejiiitifiil colon tiades resting on light 
nrebes, very capacious and airy aod afforduig perambulatiou all 
roiiiul. The atoreva higher up are approaced by similar stairs, 
though of smaller dimensions. The task of nacending these 
longriights of steps is tiresome; bat the trouble La more than 
recompensed by the pleasure derived at SEtob stage from the 
spocious and delightful chambers visited, the free current of air 
obtaiued, and the sight ol verdant fields and ruins of oucient 
buildings scattered around this abode of paradwcj as its name 
has it 


The highest storey* which ia open to the sky^ is surronuded by t1i« boiliut 

® . ^1- t # a 

nn outer walli of marble fiiigree or trellis work, of the most 
beakilifnl palternOj dabomtely carved aut of «olId slates of the 
same materia], aod repreaeatiDg a varfety of geemetrk^l designs 
cif the moal chaste mid intricate werkiDfliistip. The panels and 
porfomled marble work are of tnarvcllanfi riehae^ and variety, 
and, froHi the occasional apertures left m tliem for th& purposns, 

Euj eitoodve view is oblaincH:! of the country, witb the feerpeutine 
eonrac of the- Jauaua to tbe oorth-eafll and * tlis white dom-es of 
the Taj resting on the eaatem borizon like the riring immn * 
luaide. the atorey ia surrounded by a eolotmado of the purest 
marble. Mr. Taylor rxtiibe eDthiiMastie in describing the 
beautiful scene her-c* He ebsctii^eE: — ^ E thought the 
Seville and the Alhambrn of Grenudn had akeady prOiKitited me 
with the purest type of fe&ra-ceriici, but I wae mistaken^ hat I 
had seen of the i^plendour of the liloghalai and what I then saw, 
overpoweTEd me like a uiiigMificent dream.” 


Op a nisaetl platronn in the ceotf^ of the white murbie en- 
closure above detfcrihed, is the aoeond tombstonOj osactly io 
the aame praiSo^as the one in the iowfist lorracci which re- 
presents the true tomk The platfonn is on dosed by fretted 
marble gcreens of great bounty. The cenotaph io cut out of one 
solid block of the purest white marble and b? eiffiiuurlely cimed 
with ambesc^ue tmeery of such delicate luid Icvely dsisign as lo 
represent live bloasonjs and Howers scattered over a aoowy sboct. 
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At tbe hood of the toinbfitonc are inscribed in bold reliuf in the 
Pemun chnractera the 'n'orda:— 

I jJ] iU| 

I ’'God in Gie*L"* 

nrnl these two aaipla words ore onough to tell who lies below. 

At the foot of the tombstone appear the wonlB 

" Upgnhicctit la Hii Gloix*" 

On either sides of the surcophogus are inscribed the ninety* 
mac jilUibatca of the Deity, m rai^ Arabic €!iiut).ctera of 
elabonite scroll-work. At the foar are tornetH of white 

marble, the dopies of which are covered with gilded 
enamelled Chincae I ilea. The block at its base la Euiroouded by 
a Mosaic pavement of white aod Ltack marble, while at its 
head ia a wt of half jiillari with a circiitar cavity of a few 
inches in diameter at the top. where formerly was kept a golden 


censer. 


TIk 




The two minaretB on either side of the ijjaln cntraDce to the 
goideti of Buhii^htabod tiad their top^ blown away by the Jdts 
when they sacked Agra in 1764^ and a mark is thus left on these 
elegant structures of their wan ton ness. The mumr^ta were 
formerly covered with domes and open pavilions which have long 
Mnce been destroyed. Fergusaon thinks tbfl highest storey was 
never hokbed. and, from the traces of fouudadona on thk 
terrace, conjectores that it wae intended to have a splendid 
ceiling and a dome of conddarable sire over the present marble 
enclosure. However that may be^ there ia notbing to detect 

* The word# Bcrve %hit doalilc parpctK of pruaifia Qod m ct^blV vml [winttEiE 
Lo tlie iieicMiii (AkWt meauixm envhrCn^ b tm miPnaTi^ni. in aa c>ther 

eoDBc, by umlttlsii; theadinuf^Kt they nwAn tkat "God ii nEimeiy akbar 

1a God'^ wliich vu tbB ealcll«« of tli£ nav DwIclb (uJth 4?r^tcd by Akbif- 
Thu 111 ]irtw«TBT, ■iikocptllde of mn lixpluiAdoB thAt, to thir 

d^kHnes fuliawod by AiiUAr, (iod'A U^bt on cplrit i« in i&v«ry objfitit. Bnibute 
ur InjlLiiiiE^&te, Ktui tfiui Akbu'a faUDWen at^hI wmi iplnl of Gdd. or 
God HinoelL for, tui kinj^ ba itbi ibadow of God uid rK&iv&il frotu Em hrjjh* 
The omblgiilty of tbe cipruBloOi ncVrrtLelFBi b q^ite obTlout. tboii^ An 
attempt hu Mm Inpeolauily iik&de to explain it by ths n-onii LumotLIjiihI At 
the foot, whieb nrabc the irmglstfiooilii^ ol Hb fiOryi wMoh OiMilil only bfl 
tb£ ftttribate of GmL Thfl I^^l4lr0f catlBed tbe Bune HVordi tAll&li-crAldHr), 

iJU I to be engnvad ou kb Kal ajAd Imd them Imerted on tke koulbi^ dI 

ftU xmblic ^ onlem:l; ibwn to bo luWbated loi* 

tke fKdlcwT Bmlutatiao ^ofEidHifKUOt (peitce b« iHth jod) to niilcb uuwer wua 

itivfln JtfUi /uh^o Aw O ^ fmipiiEwt b Bb Glory?- 
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from the ietriosic value of the reality as it now cjtata. Peculiai 
in style of aichitectuie, umqao in plan and eJtecutlon, it is a 
perfect work of art, A a reinarked by the German Prineo 
already nlludiK] to, ‘it is only in the closest Leighhearhood to the 
building that one receLvca a just impression of it aa n whole, 
with its mognifieent height and with iU amming wealth and 
gracious variety of detail. Such is the enhanteiueiit ol this 
reality that one seems fiice to face with some fairy caetle of 
aucient legend.' The noble Prince thus ooncludes his eloqoent 
notice of this monument; “To me it was all like a dreom. hut 
on my returu to Agra, I formed the resolution to hold in remein- 
hrancc Akbar and the age of Akbur," 


Although the mausolenm was derigued by Akbor himBelf, 
who had great part of it consUucted in bis own life-time, there is 
doubt that it reached completion in the time oF his son and Sfiiy 


no 


successor, Jahangir, who modified the buildings. That emperor 

has given the lollowiug notice of the mausoleum in the 

bis autobiography, in coonecdou with the events of the 3rtJ year 


of the reign: 


“ On Mouday. the I7th of I starteil on foot 

(from Agra) to pay my homage aud respects to the illuminated 
resting-place of my father, the dweller of the 0th heaven { ArsK- 
(u/t^Tii).* Had it been possible for me, I should have 
traversed this distoncfi walking by my eye-Uds and by my head, 
&Iy rerered father, to fulfil a row which he had mada for my 
birth, travelled on foot from Fattobpur to Ajmif, a distance of 
l^O kos, to pay hia respects to the uiauBoleum of His flolineaa 
Khawaja Moin-ud-din Sonjii Chishti. Were I to trnvetw tho 
dislonce on my head and ou my eyes, what net wondoroua should 
I have perfbrmed f Having acquired the honour of a visit to the 
ilkimiuated tomb. I examined carefully the buildings which Imd 
been constructed on it It struck me that these were not such aa 
I ahnuld have wisbed, for my desire was that the edifice should 
bo such that traveUera from the remotest corners of the world 
should confess that the equal of It they had never seen anywhere 
on the earth's surface. While the building was io progress, the 
uufortunate Hhnsrow rebelled, and I was under the ueceauly of 


• thh WM ttfi to Alib*r after iltfctlu 




Coilt of build' 


of 

Tliouind 

Ueibctl. 
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proceeding to Lahore. The architect?^ aecordipg to their own 
understanding, pjnogre^ed with the work in n fashioti whkh 
seemed to them best. They maite certain ionDvatkin!, until 
the whole of the mopcj ^nctiouei] for the btiUdlng spoilt in 
a space of tliifee or four jeara. By mj orders other artizantt, 
weli-vcr^d in the art of architecture, in canmiltation with pkiirul 
engineers, rebuilt certain parts, ueconling to tncHleb that were 
approved oC By degrees ainagudiccnt building wu$ conHtnioteJ* 
Around tha illucninated tnniisoleutn extensive gardeus weiie laid 
Dutfc and a lofty and stupendous gateway, eotdprUiug miEkarcyi 
of white marble, was censtnicted. 

It was reported to me that, in all, fifteen lacs of Bupeea 
equal to fifty thouaand Tomans of Iran, and forty-five Lica of 
Khanl^ the cutront coin of Turanj hod been spent on the buildirig*"^ 

Thomas Herbert, who vkited Agra during tbo reign of 
Jahangir, has given the following notice of the Sikauflra Man-o* 
leum ia bis Travd^^ 

“ At Sikandra, five miles from Agra as ivogo to Lahore, is the 
mau^olcnm or bnriaUpkeo of the great Mughu!, the foundation 
of which wns begun by Akbar, the iuperatructure conliuucd by 
Jabaiigiri hia sen, aud yet scarce finisliiEitJ, albeit they have already 
consumed fourtcea minions of mpees in that wonder of Indhu 
« * « Of this noble fabric 1 may say 

such a monuTuent 

The son through all the world sees none more great.* 

Tha followidg ia the inscription on the grued southern portal 
leading to the mausoleum ^ 

C^j}] ^ ^1 lUi 

fu jt /iy* ^ t*ii fjy. y. 

^ jl y ^ j(* 

rU^]yij ^ IJ Ij* Ij Jl 

UJl ,a^ Ct ) Ij jl 

jt ttf JO ji ^ . fU 

jji i>J L# i} U 

I'ff y ji— **« 

• flerlMtia Travsk in Indki Alrio*. $j, edition of id;;, 
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1 q nam^ 6 i Gml Uis inr&frifdl a nil c^uipoifilcuiiile. 

Hall Imppj grounjif more piquant tliitil tbc^^rdan af pnirndke 1 
H&ii luftj ediScei vbLch tIam atraTe tlie Ligh^^t I 
A piu'adlas ilavca Mice Bk^waji abound lu tlioUBanlOg 
A garden vilb uomberLM lirsvetia fciriti pkHBi]Tic "Tonud. 

Tlic pen of the oroliHoci of de&duj liAf ou tbo tap of ila tMroilioli} 
iiucrib^ ; 

^TMli Li ilio gajrd«ii af Eden, sutgjr tlioo inla li like tfiose wUo dwell ifi 

W'ritlGQ bp Abdu] Hnq of filiiraa ta 10^2 


The following verec$ are inscribed on tlie arcbee of the gateway 
iu tbc interior;— 

r^yi 


J l ‘j ^ iA* ^ ii aS 

^ 1 oA cj| ii 

tJ I o 1 j Jjjj U J ^ 

45J jijJ AJ U 

jlf jjJ 

ii j_^v j ^ 

y cJ^^ ^ / 

Jj 4 b;!^ j J. i fi/ 

Af * jf jd f i3 J ^ 

/ cjT 

iJl j y jr d >jij jji 


f J j 

^ 1 f 3 Jj cJ AahAi I 

kLw Jb ^Jf J 

c/^^ dd t* ciljrij 31 

jflS ^ bi j^ 

y d j/j li UJ 

tA c^' y- 

c y j j*jj ?4V'j 

!•>-« Id tlf! jjf* Jd 

* = ■ ^ CrL^-^^ tif 

j j !yl y. iA^ljl d 


In tbo nmae ofOod Ike itierdfol mil mmpABBfoiuile^ 

By iMc canioimd rf Ooil I he gloriimi Kita^^ 

WlioFO f Wwf OTGT Ihft Uiusferie b BverlBitiii^, 

Tho world hu been pro^'lded in auoli profuaion 
Thntf in An attcmpl to coiuprohcriul it, tlio ifiodom of tbo wlae la 
balHod. 


■ Ai mpiifiAri Iimtt tlio data imwibftd on tko bnBdin^, tbo gatoinj wvm l^ullt 
by Jahuiijdr in IfiiS A l>.p -oi threes ^fiikllri fiJtnf Ilia tntuxlaifa with A nr ilUui^ 
when that Empei'or wu pmooEodng wit tn Mowit# 
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In the irorld, tUT^Jagh ^tarnal grw, i King 
U ti« ibAdow of Ihfl Hplnmlour of God* 

Wbaa thot shTidow 12 cisaeoalid from eaitli. 

Auotlier soni ovor ibo world in itA ptuno* 

In tbifl wttj worldly nffairt laiTO Iwon aminKed* 

And lIiH wheal ut dma ndU oo, an the wwknow. 

Time cbatigai with over/ breath wo paso, 

WltU nope H remnioH in one condition . 

King AhW, dignified na the firmwnfnt, ™lti=d na Urn biglu^t 
heaven^ 

Through wbojiB awe a mouotoin wonld b* rdnend to a grnfla bMr. 
Vrhm ho took Boat on lha Impeiinl throua 
Ttie world felt digaiiiod bj God‘* gmca* 

The embnlliHhnr ni diadem and atatot 

Gftnototii^ uiDfcifiil and of fortunate falAjh 

PoucBied of pioui sottl and enlightoned benrtj 

He raled ovar the world, won it, garn it, and left it at laiti 

Ip Ihfi worltfa garden^ he aowed the feed of virtue. 

Partook of ita frnii and then departed to poxoduo. 

May liis loul, like the raya of the inn and mooD| 

Ever xeceiTe brillhuoy from God^a light. 

6)**r** 

1=—^ j i? Jj cit ji jy 

«i„ii yftj ji) %sJi ) U" J J £/• 

1J ^ ii -- Ijii utU 

^ ^ Lii 1=^1 Ji^ tii 

In the name of God the merelfal and compaBeionate. 

Although King A.tbar, out of inotivee of wiidom, 

Rbe to all appearance left thla^artbly tingiiom. 

Impel iahahlfl h Ida state wan, 

Be did not fix hia mind on thii perieliable world. 

Bii saul being a Mrd of the highcHt beaven. 

It fiew and took ita seat in Its own neat. 

Btuid duT 4 ble and life impartahible inim vrtm never known. 
Eternity of esietenneand mcnareby cferlaBtiog is due lo Qod alone* 

The following quatrain nnd date of the Emperort death aro 
tiiBcnlwd over the «ch of tha gatewiiy 

y C >?■ fH JJl ^ 

CM- 1 I I Jij V? 
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W>-*| j*/ it- 

TUP is . BfeliP higlip, in Lif,jnrt, tlm the liigLtrt htattn 
Ita jlutda bft« yiwn luiU« to tlta *liioing ptwa. ’ 

T.. U.n ni™ be^rnn,pn.l .erendiW .is),* 

ur I liiogt lo ibe Kin* Akbar's itJnmjoatfd mttng placi, 

IJtb Jaraadi-nl-AHiir. 

l<J!4AJK.(tS0fiA.n.} 

The Mowing poeina are inscribed on the trebea of upper- 
tijost stonej nrouiid the aarcopbagt,a of the tomb. There are SQ 
^^od (Wra. nmc an each aide, one couplet being iaacribed on 


r Jl 4^ 1 >- yil I J ii 

is/i^j j cti [.*jji 

J 4* >vbi. J| oli 

'=’ lul^. J* j/ 1 iij f J,b 

Ai oj yi j j , 1 , 

C C jj*#| 4^tj li *, 

jf y 

Hi 

wU c»Tj+fl ,u aS 

itk«/ *] "■■ ^ 

4 j jt fJ U J»1 Jj 

* jfc le ^ I ^ 

«-> Jt c- 0^ 
rjH w-jfi? j yi uj tj 

)]s 

»L*i <s^ t-i j tAj iif ^ 
‘^V jij 4i-iCJ jd jj i/ 

y Toj/a/ 

J •^jjj ,ui* u jy 

cJI )J 


(* ii ^ iw.i^ * 
^*j Jj uJ Ln Li j Ij 
4>i>J fjltif ,-ia )l^ 

'« ) [£*U fc*j J 

<^^3 vT J ‘Xi 

^ J jl J f-> L* J4 

^ IJ* afjj 

J J J il j-i J it Jl tj 

w4^i ^ jif O J j f j Mj 

jifjjjjj c.-ij 

J[- JJJ 

4 ; jj ^ Ht^ 
jlJ J J ii*j f c**l j U;| jaj 1^ 
jr* J' bAiJ ^ jt 
yi 

* i y ^ 

f ^-'t 

*1^, -c Jl af .* jJ ,|f j ^ 

WJ4 L>i 1 i> bf iitfHa. 
c/^J *—J J f tz* > 

J*-- J LfcUj jyjy|l jj 

aji I JjJ ’*^'1 J «** jl ^ 
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jji ibhhE* t)y>^ 

j/ j v' r* ^ ' r 

jiSi <H^ jr^ » U 

M 4#y J ^ J** 
j^ f tjjI «=> ■ 

tji* *jv*o jii 1,/^ J?"! 

1/ 1J j* ^ 

J C>^- '^' 

jjJ ^ ^ 

jf ^jL* jk\ 4^ Cl^J 

JiJj -j/j'jr- c»^3 

^0 J U. ^ U -- J-- ij* -4JU J 
4 li J i 5 ^ U j jl 


Jjr? c>^-'' *” 

J4 ; •ki- «» >‘ 

J+^ *J jiy* jljr* y^* 

jlA» '=^’“ ;'"!* 

f ^ *i3 U >2^1 

}^})J ^ “ 


^«&0|J«1$cjl 

M t ji if 

iU B yJl IIA J J1 

1 itji><j ^rJ 
J-^iD Uh jt*ii 
tfil w* 


In thf Ham# laf the meSMEb ef elerpjil sirey, 

T^bue moiatchi i* ira^ri*b»t»Je' 

All ttw monnrch* ot t^'“ sttrfnoe ot tlw enith 
Owe tbijf croWDi Jla^lete to Ulw* 

■pnjiij nO!i-«l»tence| fle oreotea e^temsei 
Hi* bfliDg lathe »cOfW ef JuBtieo and monificcnoa 
Of Hi^ beoalj th* great awl emetl stuiid in wood ; 

Before Hie thjeahuU F^y ignoble. 

The creator of the geiu of eilnlitj fw'" ' 

Tl)a embellieher of the pe»tl of tlfe so pare. 

H* created both trorlde frem Hia eternal grace; 

Thi one Be htpt enacealed; the olh« Be diaplnyerl. 

Then Ha bwtowad llui tempiwy nbode 


Ob kings with diadem, elate and treasHr*. 

That It tbfir inutieo ibe world 

Alight look awr* f reah aod green than 4 guidon in a bliwiojitg spring. 

Wlien they sit to udmiiiirter jnstlen, _ 

■nreydealaatraDgnron tlre same lerd na they wonid Uin- ..w" 

mpa-^ 

A king who S* pwed kia lift in ttjia w'niJd 
ll truly thfl iliiidow »r God. 

It w»n in ibo yest utno Uondretl eind o 

Tbii King Akbw, tbut shulow of Q«1 tlio Gtcat, 

Took hiA lUftt on n ouftliion • ambroideTifd aitb galil, 

th* heff^ooi bfliidtng hoforB kU throao* _ _ 


Kuoclyt throne^ 
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lift femWiMiiod 11,6 Tpdriil wiih. Joiiwe uni 
Tljui gl^cfonlng ihn haut. 

Boforg hh Cbraaq from t>jtry tribe an^ ma 
Aeiieinlf)^ tudn of dimity usd gncg, 
if wIlU Lc Luipponeit leiik aa dunt,, 

lb worll, toencaEQd aacnpfltftd topi-GdtHss life. 

In a HDgla uHaule lie wdofil OHujuir n ctinaCrf hi tbe HaW gf tjaititr 
“it'bro^! ‘I** “'SS of Imi 

LIkfi tile bui^nty nf (iaj, bLi bouttty woe^eneriij * 

In gvwy buniiiBsfn, he lo.jkeJ to the rMult. 

W^LitUTur aooglit an mylgu Jo hii ^ori, 

ItU dlgeity mga ffom tbcetrtli ts tbs inooo. 

The woilJ WM ao QTe,aJie,i „iti, ijt* 

Hilt Qo room w m lef t in ii asri te (imBsal a «f(j nil. 

Uo GO niiibelliiliMl the eartU'i cui-fii«a 

That the Crmtar of the world eliawsKtl praisaa on Uim. 

Ifo ruled over the wnrld for afiy-iwo jaare willi aploa-iour, 

Hiiviiijf runJrroJ the worlJ prwporuas with las jiitt away, 
llodoparled to iLe olhor world with on onJighlaned aouJ.' 

Kfo Lilia he wu Iclnff of tWs aeeoa olimsa, 

Sow lie UtPhitueral tbs ■even baa vena, 
i'o tbo wise jiuil enligliteueil mlod, 

Tbii jiljoile of witer nud tiUy in Jilg oaiini. 

Nevuravekfriendsliip with tliie wntid, 

Tor that friendahip haa lasted with none, 

HiB wotM ii liiail on reveoae, attach lqi your loiad hi it : 

Fur wtUi a tev«ng*fiil spirii ffiijBilplii|j mu 
TLo world uliha^ warn ~ 


From vrhyitbe tfliraiy caflijoc iineoul, im- ihirai. 

Tba wgrhJ with aohiidy entorod into a eantracl, 
iliBt itdhi Dot breah ft when the tinia cuoe to fullil iL 
Sehinly i, to fctnein for ever hi thU wutfifi 
Nona luu sivsd life frem death’s hands, 

Uuw beau li folly boa iimg tint Jiooompliabid esLolar • 
Wbii from laaroiog'a treasuro boarded up vut woeltli, 

■ Tile world, 0 bretber I shil) last with nooe. 

Utaeli tliy heart to the world's Crostor alono J’ 

With the justice ef tlw king Akbar, of fiirtuimto fame, 
Like a suhliiiie parudiso ths werid bcesmo. 

All pugpbi became plod lo Lis time, 

niB carlli and tli« world were updti Itis sway. 

Aina I inerdleu time, trhish with no one lum kapt &iLb 
Ou t uf epiVa lost offsotJOB for bloi fiwn lU Irwil. * 


JEfonirsly, SoadL 
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uf 

Anun Buio. 


On iHZooiit d the fiiitblosmtBB of lbl<> woiUii 
He pttceeded ^ tlie w'ot!J at atflraity. 

May Gol Cffir kwp liw wuS bappS^i 

AihI niJij heavra'i duinain «v*r ttoiimii tSiTtfUgL biiii t 

Id a room to the eiiMt of Akbar'a torah is the toroh of bU 
daughter, Aram Bano Begam. The marble earcophagus u of 
eiqai^te beauty aod adonjod with carved omamentatioo of the 
most chaste workmotisbip. At thpi head of the eaicophagiifl is 
the inacription 


0 Qml, for^Tfl toy fllnft- 


And at the foot the io^iptioa : 


y h fl jt ia 
Tbis tt Um lomli of Aniin Bsuo. 


Op either ffide of the tMteophagos is Laswribed iu the Partiau 
characters the passage from the Koran Itnowa as tha dyntal 
Knni :— 

The tirmb ot In another room, to ttie west of Akbat's tomb, is the tomb 
Shd^lnio- # Shakuniluiasa Begun, another of Akbar’a duughtera" In 
elegance of style and eacellence and punty of consttucUon it 
teiemblea exactly the tomb of Aram Baoo. At the head of tie 
grave is inscribed the prayer ; 

r^i 

O Qod, forjjtve my tin*. 


And at the foot is tie iosciiptioa ; 

^ UUi yi ^ ii 
fliis k Uw tomb Sbsburuisuei Ikgniu. 


llw L_._l .f Close to the tombs above meatioued is the tomb of Miraa 
Slim 8 iil«- guieman Shikob, son of the Emperor Shah Alam, and own 
™” ° brother of Akbar Shah II, who died in Agra in 1253 A. H. 


■ wu iturricd Sllill ^Lru, am uf Miru IKfmikEinp MA id MlTiH 

Soltfimap cMad Ifciil ^ B <hd p kiiiih i ii- See Clupter ILL 
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£1837 A. D.) Bpd was buried bere. The sarcophagus which ia ot 
tn&rblo, bears the fol lowing ioscription * 

j aU? 

lij Ui- ^ ^ liAJ f JiJ J Iyci UjJi- eOa. 

*1^3 OJU-jO J 

j iLi y iji J 1 ^* ^ 

lyti ^UiU ^SUTiJJj *i ,* J^C 

—Ik %i 4 jtj ia 
Godp nraUrnedp Ali, Futimat Hfissaii arnJ lEiiasiiio, 

^Jieo MirzaSukmttiL Sbilcoli d^^piurtatl 

Ffotii tble inmaiturj »rdrl.l to tfit world of etemit/, 

It wa4 then thfi year twelve huoJretl and 
And tliB tUte twenty-umth of Zikimd, 

At tliAt tim<J the mvUlbfe voice waa heard flayio^p 
* ^yt baa liaii uiHrey m tbo kin^/ 

Tlift dliJiDiaated ippuToLre of Prlou Mireib Suleimui SiiikeU, tJiie ton of 
kColinnjed ajbnlj Alun, tiie king Valle QiL 

To the west of this tomb is auothsr tomb, highly iaterasting 
for the chaatity of its design and the richness of its omamen- 
tsitiona it U not known to whom this tomb belongs. Mr. 
Beat,in his J/iftU'Ui'ratwribh, conjectures that it Is the tomb of 
Rukia Sultan Ikgiuo, the daughter of llirsm Ilmidhll, the senior 
wife of Akbar, who died at Agra in li‘30 A. H. The Arabic iu- 
crlpdon on the sarcopbugns is as foUows :— 


Ahi ^ 

* aUSI ti) S - ^<1 jadi ^JUj 41 / 7 | aJI j 

■ ^ ^ *<i^j Ah7i iS\ V J 4J1(] *JJ , 

3 *‘**J ,jl *V*f * J I^J,l J 

' 3 tj*- J J ty*-;Ufl J -ws^l ^ 

iiijT J j ^ j 3 J 

* L ^ dT 3 • i--y' 
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In ilifi littwe GwltLo unsmfiil awl'o(inip[tniiL*Mti% 

Tliere is no Q«I but Gwl, t3i« tcwl truo niaiilfcnt; tberu is ni> IjuJ 
but Coil, tbs Ciwulox STul iiMMSwrol tnowlcJije ; tlicM tanu Oo<[ but Coi. 
iLsi C..d AWgbtj snil lidjwr. UtHby [ wUnes# tbiit tbcrs is pa tioil but 
Qa: lie is ibc one with uu coin peer : befeby 1 wltnuBs ihitt JluliaittuiiM! 5 b 
thusm-iinlsnd inrtstngcr(irGffl1tli.Tcby Iwiipe* tbrt the uoiiy of Ooi] 
Is Irtw 5 Ibdt ilK tloslb of llw deuil » tine; ibat ihe.firs of bLil is irure ; ibm 
tbo Olil aoil Now Tcstiuuenta ore true ; Unit iba Pajluia of Davjii arc tniii ; 
that the Alkiirsp u true : that the BtoTtsef iTie Dwy of jLitl^eniepl ore true ; 
luiil tbt Irhlftc of Ih)! D»y Juilgmuent is trut. Verily the Dij of Jioijjnjeiii 

IB to cuiuc jttwre b no iluubt rejjirJiDs it, And ven'ly G«J hUbU malkfl lu 

rice tljM* in Hw tomb*. In TIry umricy aloon f rely, bi Mi^t Meraiful 
Coil! 


THE TOMB OF ITIMAD-UD-OAULA- 

Acrusa tte pontoou bridgCj oti the loft bauk ol the tivLif, is 
thegttnien tumbofluinad-ad-Dsinla- It stands witbiu a tiiiad- 
rapgukr cia:li«ure, in tha ceatra of a gimlen, upon a saadstone 
terrace 149 ftel square and 3-4 feet high fmiii the t^ouiid, 
The gardeti is well kept and stocked with flowers, plants, ahruba, 
aud bait cypress trees. The lower, or central, hall staadiag on this 
beyrace is a parallelogintu, meosuriti^ feet 3 inches uu ench 
ride. The Huor consists of marble, richiy decorated with mtJsnIc 
work. The real tombs of the W^aidr and liis wife are in this boll. 
They arc of ti yellow vnriety of porphyry, of high polish and 
surposEiug beauty aod clL'gaoce. On the waits are ioEcriptioDS 
in the TigrAm ebaractera from the Komn, Saras, /»«« 
Fateh fia. ilazambte emd TiBidVaittf Aii:t, boldly carved out 
of beautiful sLone. The ball is suironnded bj' small chauitxsra 
in which ate the tombs of other members of tbo same tnuiiiy. 
In the centre of the structuro, ou tho timl floor, is au olcguut 
pavUlon, reached by a sands tone stiurcttse nud cuvered by 
an ublung dome, topped with two piunacleH uC gold. The 
cenotaphs in this upper room are of plain marble, but coutalu 
no inBcriptioiw. the four corners of the second storey arc 
tour round towers, about 4U feet high surmouuted by marble 
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TUB TOMB OF mMAD-UD*l>AlILA. 


IfiS 

kiosquea The whole struetiire is of white tnufblo, inlaiil with 
coloured stoaea aa«l represeDtipg in ombesqne benutiful patten la 
of eowers, cjptm trees, vnaes aod atber decorationa rofmed 
of gams, aa ui the Tqj, but of less deliaacj, though produciag 
a moat ngreeable geacTHl effect. These aroaaieuts are dis- 
plajcdto the best adraDtage by tlie light thrown from iiiurblo 
lattice work oq the walla, which ore of exquiaiie beauty and 
elegance, odiultliug free pasisigo of air and light and, by iLeir 
delicacy of design atid coaibinatiou i»f artistic merits, contributing 
materially to the bcautT of the building,^ 

The walls of Itimid-ud'Darila to the west are waslicd bv 
the waters of the ris'er ilamna, and a fine view of the river- 
front of Agra City is obtained ftom the summit of the nriaars 
ou the fonr comets. 


ItimaJ-iifl-Daiila, after whom the gardeD-tomb is known, 
1-H the aurname of MirKa Glms Beg, n Peraian adreaturcr from 
Telirao, father of the celebrated Nur Johan and of lier brother 
Aaif Kban, whose daughter, Mnmt&z ilalia!, the lady of the 
Tnj, was the Queen of thn Emperor Shah Jabait, From (bo 
|H)st of Lord 'rreaaurer to the empire, he was miaed to the 
dignity of Warir, which he held until bis death, which oeeurred 
at Ivungra, on hia way to Kaahtiiir, in 1621-21 His body 
was embalmed and brought to Agra by bia imperial daughter, 
who raised over it the present mauaoleum. Hts bou was 
on his death, appointed to the yacaut office, under tbo 
title of Asif Khun. Jahangir, in hia autobiography, has given 
an intereatiog aceouat of his futher-ia-law. Ho was a poet, 
and imitated the old classies, fie waa genial and jovial, of a 
lively and humorous temperameat, punctual in his habits 
and anidous to do good to tltc people. He was liked by every 
body and hod no enemies. Ha waa never idle, and hia ofliciol 
accounts were ahvaya in the greatest ondL-r. Tha dutiful son-Lj- 
law also pkeca it nmoug the reverod old mati's uiarita that he 
"liked bribea and freely and withoiU reserve asked for them." 
When the old miniater was on tlic point of death, the Emperor 
and his wife, Nnr hfahal, happened to be by his bedBide. The 
daughter naked her fother if he recognized His Majesty, lostantly, 
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DS^Hin'J Vis. 


Date 

Imildfnj;- 


Tkf 


the ciyinv Minister repealed the fotlo^mg verto (rom a PernBik 
poet:— 

U j/t j| j J 4 L. li AXi f 

jV ^ JJ 

£Teii if & bani’lilijii] man sliould hapi^eu to Ik 

Ha wUI at Onoam!0"iux'« tw cliltf bjf Uia ap^ebdoua of Uii brew. 

A short time afterwards, the old mao died. The tomb vros 
completed by the Warir'a impeiial daughter is IGSB, Tlic 
Empress at fine proposed to build over bis retoaios ■ maueoleam 
of solid silver; but she was dissuaded hy her arehitect fioia car¬ 
ry iug out her resolution, on the plea that eilrer .vas likely to 
exdto the cupidity of thieves and of beholders, aod rbtr marble 
would be iDoro beautiful and laatuig, while leas portable and 
less OQBtlj. 


OLD MONUMENTS IN THE CITY AND THE 
SUBURBS. 

Opposite the principal gateway of the Fort, oo the north¬ 
west, stands the Jdvna Ala^id, or the Osthedral Mosque, It was 
built by Jahan Arn Begam,the elder dau^ter of Shah Jahan, 
called the Begun Soheb, whose modest epitoph in Delhi has 
been often noticed by travellen. Ber inauence over her father, 
whose captivi^ she subsequently shared, was known and felt 
to the extremities of the Empire. She drew enormous allow- 
ancea from the Imperial Trcaaoty, and the nobles of the 
empire gave her costly presents. The mosque is built of rad 
sond-atone and ia situated on a raised platform, aurrounded by a 
colonnade of ihe same matarinl. It. lh reached by a brood flight 
ofstepi, eleven feet high. The main building, jao foot long by 
100 fflOt broad, ia to the west It is divided into three compart- 
menta panelled with white marble, with rad atone bordera. and 
supported by rows of arches, there heii^g five archways in the 
front, and one large and two amaller ones on each side, all open¬ 
ing on a apacieua courtyard. The central archway is ovei 40 
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TETE jama MAaJm 185 

fcetmwatlu At each comer of the roof £tonda on ocfagonat 
ooied capolo, aad the front b ndoroed with n raw of smaller 
equare cupolas, of great beauty* From the four mmem of the 
of the central aportmeut rise four slender luiqarets, and 
itB rear three large domes, inkid with wide bands alternate¬ 
ly of sand ston e and white marble. 

The mo^ae u a Une slmctmre of bold design, excellent finish 
and niagniheeot proportions. 

Tho cloisters on the east side, together with tlm eastern rate- 
way. which were rery imposing, were destroyed during the 
mutiny for strategical reasons. 

As the inscription shows, the mosque waa built [q lO.'ift A H “* 

(164S A.D.)«ao»l of «„ |aa mpoo^ u 

j&m in efliaplcte. 

On the top of ihe central arch is insmibed flie fr.lhwirff 
passage lu Arnbic; ^ 


4ijl ^ 


is, ; - t;;i; ; 

Voi U 


* ^ r- ^ £ .r 

J t^jJl J - IjjL L. J *wi J 

#i fe' ' 


-1 ^ 








I 




J 


. ^liJU 

I»i tLe »Mne of Q,.rl lbs tDcidfol and 

f«IWs<b 

, “y ’I'*' day, when « sbowntb liw s|;lfl|id{>iir; by lbs oisriit. whft, if 

m™"’■>'■ ai"i »io Ml riJ b, ui* 

*«■»«• JwmfESJSiU! 
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AGRAt DESCaiPTm. 


Immti ll tai it its fiOMUj of 

vUuuMui; Ulvecu nitlulcm auJ piely : mw it lit wlio twtii j-gtififil >1 >p 
Mint, happy ; hoi lj« who liith ciinuiileil tlic «int, m luieerelitt. niBiiKitI 
neciiMil their pr-^jiln't Saloli of iinp..«lure, Himngh lha t«r*» «i th^r 
wickednnia : ■when the wrelcli unnoi; them wi# i*ot ti> iUy th« Mt»«l; 
eiiiil the nytmlte t>f Uo'l mW milo them, <* Let alone ll»e cawet of God ? and 
Uiniler her ariiifcinE.'" But they eharfieU Uiu «ith ijitpoaloie; »ml itiO’ 
■law her- VITherafure their Lord deilroj **1 ihem fur their orlnse, ami lumle 
their puuithiatQt Piiifll mito Iheiii all : and he feartlh atit (he thereof. 


Id the midtile of the arch is inscribed the rfyaf-ul-titrat, a 
possBoe from the Koian. The psssage is as follows t 

* fyil j aIw riii, U V * 


S rr 4 , 4 . * * t t"* 

Jl ..Ate ^ * tjijV ^ " 

* C« *1,*!, * * ' ' ' u * (i» ' *'*' ^ o 

tiT^ ^ j ^ J ^ 


■ i« -'£ ii> <■ 


,j r* r/ «.# ■. (.'(.> 'IS* 'w p' '5, T 

jLiUf >j t*ie 

, ft, H. £ -t , 


Gml, thrre it no Ginl bat Ik } the eTeT-lieins and 1l« prlf-rghw-liuft 

HeithrraliiniWf nnr*1eppii i»th Him } tohiin btloBRolb wliatioever ia in 

heaecn tad tm enrtli. W hu i* ha that aeo interooda with Uiio. bill ihroiijjti 
Hi# pjod plrwura ? U* bnowelli that ^Uieh ii pnil ami tliat which ia to 
ctune unto lJi 4 -m, and they aliall not ouuiprelieiKl anything nf Hi* tm<w- 
kdgp, tint *a far M Be pliNUwtk Uia ihfone ia eKiendcd over heaveii and 
earth j and the prcBarTalioa nf liuth ia r.o henleii nntft llitn. He ia tlie 
liigEi DEiil migbi jp 

Around the arch is inscribed I be fol lowing Pcmiiui passage :— 

^ iai.H -w ^ I ji Le t-JS-iJ J w i ^ v Cfc* J I J 1 J 

J jA J ^ J ^ ^ t J 

liji J iJ cJ I La 3 ;tL*i li- 

yrJl d Syly 1 ti aiJ t- 4 st 

^ ^ 1J I O 

»&a If 4iil^ d jd Ja" lAtL* eJ J-t 

lAI- u*J |.A,i ij J ia»i 1 AJj I jd I u d l> 


THE JAJIA UAiUia 
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iKr »lii^ jIhIj t UJ tJ ^ L3 

Jax tJ UJ^^sJl•^# j 4 Jij 

J *fL^ jU jb t 1 jjA ^1 jj ^'j j**/ 

WJ- bo jJfij jitJf Jf y 

Vij* ^ (^J li tUi jl^ U ’l3*,r J 

Jj fj ti i_tJ ^ j ^1 ♦Jf t J cl l> jj" J t;>* I 

^ .'jit ji I'bs^l ^Jy* JL- ^ 

J J tii ^ )y t*^] i J ^;i 1 j'U*! ^ 

^J Li} jlf4J;j} 4 Ij 14 J| jijJ ^ t*'- 

jbjj^ iJlcorj*- ^]yt\j ifLtiiljii ^ l^-, I^j U j Ut 

Tliia IB I iUH<}ue dedteuted to God, tbs Lard of tbo a&rlb, nod a plun 
of wonbip ••{ the Creator Wbo raloB tit# aDireisa omt to W!ia:ij alonei 
wonhip Id doe ; it lb a ajuit ibnt inereaf«s bngTttneBa in tbe Bigiit of thwa 
wbo surrey Uie world with ejea of wartiiog i it ia a mnnifieent abode far 
tbe pbiae wbo Iuitb ioBight isto the mjaterira of tho tiniraree. 

It Will built by order of tlio higii in liignity, elerated as tbe firnwaenl, 

Ooreeard willi cartaloa bright ai the aun^ paaseistng a glurimia pdaee, reded 
with cluurityj thf most rarered of tlie ladiea of the age, tha pride of dumaa, 
the priitceaa of the realm, the poueaaor of diadem, tlie dioaen of tba people 
of tlie world, the moat hnoourad of the iaaue of tlia |i#qd of the Faithful, 

JiibBLia Arn Be^m. 

Built during tlie aaapiciiina rtigo of the lard of the age. Itlng of the 
wnrJd, ^liadow of OoH, the glorfeua, the aug'iat repreeentative on earth nf 
Uie Dirinity, the rwlorer of peuoa and aiwteiitment, the ei-vtreign of aareu 
dimea, the honour cif throne and diailam, tlm protector of tlie oountry, the 
defender of the faitli, the exlingDiaber of tymtnj and crime, the king tlie 
aBylniu of religioji, lUt Emperor liaviag a irnnwhdge of God, the fr^untain 
nf gEBemsity, and good, tlie chneeij of aoii, tUo ruler of land and eea, lie 
diapemtr ..f jnetice, the eulter of tlw atoodard of gooijaeea and bcnseu. I 

loaon, pifli eaaing power of pnpnlatiiig oounttie* iind of oonquBiitig SHmlriw, 
the MthoT nf I*we for the protection of the enbjooU and the ueM-herag of 
the tnppliniita, the iathnr of iJoto^, Slnhab-ud-din MohmnEUed, the lurd nf i 

the aeoend oonetellatioo, Sliah Johan, the king Taltont- 

t 

Duiil *t a enat of fire Inca of n ipwe, egaifale^ ^ itwlj If,(ICO ' 

Turnon*nf 1 111. Eoioof Tmn, nnilSn^SSlliaoi, tlie coiTreni; coinTof ifiTraji” ^ 

ami cnuipleti.f1 is n period of fire yeara, 

Slay Qutl, ibe ercreaUiingnnii without compeer, maiutniu Ibh high 
edjtkw and ihle imbt* temple for eth, like uatn the temple for imgilr 




AfiaA: DUSCfilFtrra. 
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< Bifial mmim- and tLe -pAlruA ai tbe ijrDjaoiDiit, nud uiay Gml evaf render 
\hU H&lji’ fouaded fcir yiildka wc^nifjipp nJa obj«t of Llenaiog. Ctnii- 

plcbd in \m H. (ItSm A, DO 

The luodqiic^ was closed to tbo ilobamediUiJi altei the tntitiDy 
of 1357 t the ground that H waa too do^ to the fort and 
might be used for the porpoaes of a popular ririug. 


Xbe tuuctne 
naiored 
tn tL.fl 

Mobunedoou. 


Ijord John liawrence, as Govemof'GenemJ, acting in tbo 
same houokimhle spitit of tdemtion which cUarncteriBedi bb 
whole career, Bndingj m 185Sj that it was still shut tip^ gave 
orders that tt should at once be thrawm open and mtored to its 
rightful ow'oers. Great credit ia also due for this benevolent 
and just mcasiire to Mr, John Batteui who^ os CotnmlfiaioBer of 
Agra^ brought the facts to the notice of the Viceroy ; ** and for 
many years nflerwardfl^ writes Bosworth Smithy the Biographer 
of Jolin Lawrenen, the outues of ' Jan Battaa'aiid ■^tTnti Irens' 
might have been beard In the prayers of the faithful in the 
mosque, aud they thus affgrded one proof iudec that it ifi lolcrotiou 
and not intolo ranee which strengthens our hold on the couutTyJ' 


■sj From tho Railway Station, a few minutea* drife along a 
metalletl road to tho uorth-easb of the city will lead the vUitor 
to another place of recreatiotij the Rani Bagh, called by 
The KfiJH some the Aram Bagh (the garden of reposejp but better known 
as the Rdin Bngh. This is oue of tho oldeat garden 
enclosures in Agra ia which was the garden pahice of Nut 
A&haDp noticed in Babers memoirs. Ifc was the scone of 
many imperial pk-nica in the time of Baber and his irticcessors^ 
and served, as it does noW| as an orchard and pkeaure grounds 
Tho jovial emperor, with his gay courtkrsf and Jolly companionB 
of both sexe5, spent his leisure hoiiTs io revels, sitting k tho 
moou-light and open akj on the banka of a foutitalD, filled willi 
grape wine, aud giving a personal oxaTTiiple of merr)^-making in 
the fashion described in the well-known Feruiau couplet of hk 
own compositiou: 

^ j4io^ J y3 jJl 

* Ttie Buffai JUaMirrr, WUciiX'd to be tfae temple of Afig^Lii ii^ flkCCQrdlPE ^ dlti 
bejuf til ihir Snoj-LutiifiifuiBr kLoVb tlio kbtbb heiLVaxuL^ 
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Huiv dclightfoi are tba cI<iihK Ibo new sfung, Ibn wiojB ^nd Ifaa 
eoRipiiay nf a awe«t-|i««rt ! 

Iry, fl Dflbetl Id L» mony,^ far wt raniinl again cnme to Hhe worfd 
wLca fniiii it ms oflet ilej^rt ! * 

It was tlie Umparaty reatiBg-pIace af tie body of the 
Etiiperor Babar before it waa removed to Kabul. iTia uamo 
Ram Bagh a a* given to it by the Mahrattas. 

fhe gardeae are extaneivc and eomprise different terraces 
which riae one above another and are divided into cquarc beJa 
with atone and lowble paviliona. The garden k weJl Btocked 
with fruit trees and bordered with flowering shniba and pkats. 
It IS well Uwked after aod serves ai a pleasant place of retreat for 
Enropean lestdents during the scorebiog beat of summer. 


Of the old buildings, some snbteiZBueau vaulted cbauibcts 
looking out on tho river, sdll exiat. Two wdl furnished aiutea of 
apartpicuta, with glared doors and oommodioiia furniture, 
and having two storeys, will be found at one extremity of the 
gaidon as one entere it to the lelL These serve an a Civorite 
resort for holiday tnakem, or those who visit the place for tempo- 
fniy change. 

Though there is little attractive in thj; buildings, the place 
nevertheless possesses an aathpio interest, for. where many a 
newly married couple mow pas their honeymoon and where resort 
many iroru-otit meu. to gain renewed breath and vigour, 
over the some spot walked, three centuries batik, the toll .thiii 
figure of the odveiiturona Baber, that knight errant of Asia 
who* with his hosts of beautiful Tartar damsels and jnljy enm- 
paaioDH, forgetting for a time the coucerna of State, drowned in 
the favourite cup all the auxious catrea of a rnat and tur- 
buJent empire. 


About half a auk from (he north-eastern end of the pontoon ciuiii-t. 
hndge, on the left bank of the river, is the CMui-ka Aoilhi 
so called from tho beautiful porcelain or gU*ed tifea which 
decorate the exterior of the building, 


The mausrdleuiu ja aao^ti 


Ptrtlaji couplet bflizHlctl tre BmIr 

™ to Bunlan In Kwhul ha 

wlUi irt&s timtH of tot&iatiiamU, 


ta fili 
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to tho raetiTiorj of Afzat Khao, orip^njillj Oiuued Shitfcnilla+ a 
□ativo of Gbifftz, who cAiiife to India in the !7th ceaturj* As a 
litemry ftdventiirer cpuiiikg by wny of Surety be etitcrcd iho §or- 
tEco of Jahangir about the year 1617* He woa high htvoutv 
at the Imperial court aud fucceedisil in obtoiaiog the appoinLinent 
of DiwaiijOf flficounLant^atiiler Shah Jahau He died at LAhore 
in loss and was buried at Agra, in the tomb built by himself 
during Us own life time This w 03 the time when the Erupemr 
Shah Jahaa was busy ia faunding new Delhi and the palace 
there. 

The building ia £|iiadrangular, uearlj eighty feet square, 
siinnonated, by a bulbaua dome, with a Fpa^ious centfal octago¬ 
nal domed thamber* haring in ihe ceatre two brick eeqoUpU, 
with four-side chaiubeia one on each side. The dome ia in the 
ohl Fatbaa Btyle. Ou tha top uf the iiiuer ehambers are in¬ 
scribed passages from Lbe Koran, but these are now rapidly 
peeling off. 

Of the ancient baiUUgn iKiross thn Jiimuap the Allowing 
also deserve mention i— 


o\ 

Bukail Khjin^ 


1, The garden of Buland Khan,, u euuuch of the court of 
Jahangir^ It ba^ on eite naive tower, supported by thirty-two 
pillars, and seven large wells are altucbed to the garden. 


Zulm^r^cD. a. The Zobrd gardeD, between the R4iii Bagh and Chini-tii- 
Rou^, thought to have been a gordeo of Babers daughter, 
with its dependent we I h and pleusuro houses. The bnililiug is 
in transitiuu atyle betweou the rathAn and the early Uoghnl 
period. 

Mod B#Kb- B^h. oppraite the tomb of Iti:naJ-ud-daul4, ^Ue ved 

to have been founded bj Shah Johan, hut now quite niwiemiified. 

Ntnati 4. Nawab Ganj^ im endoBure with high walls and towers, said 

to have been built by Nawab Salabat Khan, the paymaster of 
Shah Jaban, now nsod as a residence 


^totque of 

HuiflAJUIli 


o. Tn the naoll Tillage af K«chpiird, uearlyoppositethc gurdeD 
palftce of Bftber, on the sooth-east side of the Jornan, » h niineJ 
mosque, boUt bv the Bniperor numsvttii, Tbo ia 93 


TD£ jlOSt^UE or HmtATUX. 
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feel Iii length bj 35 feet in depth. The doii es nro low and are 
not pefceptible frona DulBide, The aicb opeua on a great central 
rece«, or compartment, on either aide of which are four 
aitialler chanibert. On the west wall, over the Xihfa apaia is the 
" ‘lovrUig inacripiioD:— 


# 




4«L* ^ j 


L»' 








Aa-'J j*c Lxudij w UX I jjl^ li 

MAliomtd Hiiiniiyiikip ill# af fnilh^fl ifcimnln. 

Tlie bfiiifi Ilf wlii«BO sf!«ry Li In k«tiT>ffu'ft bf^lgliL 
By Li« rxrtlted imfer atiJ Ciiiaillnud nblllll* 

TlliP^r Ain#|jii^i^ qft lltHiir uDlI Tiiuf U'tr»4:ua-biltrt«-il. 

llift date- nf tlfcft onJiiplatina oE itiA IfiTtpIfi- Ui fAuQd Id tlift iirontiiit 

PilhI* S[.•ll■■ttl«ft Itiimayitn.' 
irntw QihJ (romjKHer of tl.W i« Sbilab'Hl Mwiii ; nmy ble «ii.B 
bfi fqr^iifpn. 

On tbe left hand b the inEcrif^oi:!:— 

^ 1^1 ^ ^ jlUf y-P VLJ^ dy 

y** rUJf ^ ^ *=■# (j| 

vui Uj I* jif j tj ^ ij t# dCi *i ij 

Till* plifls u purp^ like qntp n Imlr man^ri Imirt, 

Til if^Di \tM pnrily if Trom Junii^tt la drpHrt. ^ 

Haviiig^ bmi eonirtUr^sj Uw tbe Ia1^««ura pf Zen Eliawifi, * 

Til# duta Ilf \u fitdhdiiihiD if f^'uiid ia tbe word#^ ^ Hj tbe lubpsTt 

pf Zn friianul.^ I 

Til# fiUcidff U #iLjoibHl to i^er prH5if> for ihe boiirfit uf tb# i^l 
Hip iQdndM. 

CflinpMfd aiiit by i^hitab^ 

The bnilding waa founded in 937 A< H., eorreepoDding to 
1320 A. D. 

6. The C3:ar Bugh, or garden palace of Baber, is situated CKor Bafk. 
to Ihe eaet of the Kocbpnra rilinge. It ta now entirelj in ntina. 

7. The hfflhtab Bagli, opposite the Taj. This k the rite of MBhtiU.B«eb. 
the garden on which Shah Jahan intended to build hta own 




Jtafih. 


ChM±ri ol 

Juinmt 

Sia^h. 


Ot^r old 
WldiPi^ 


rurdcjfi oi 
M^babut 
Khui. 
K(>oia. 
DiTVui JL 


lit ( 2^4 


MaTuolcitLtn 
ot Jodh BbL 
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monuinent, a couaterpiirt of tfao Tijp on die Dppodte b<u)k, £tri^ 
to cooneot tbe two moiiiimeDtfl n fu£urbli3 bridge. The foumln^ 
tiona of the western tower arc still to bo traci^d^ while the ex tern 
tower, with ita decorations, ifl almost perfect. 

S. Achaoak Eaghp one mlb etM of Kacbpnra, wd to bare 
been founded jp the tiioc of Baber by a prioeeBa whckse panie it 
bear?. Nothing k now left of thk garden except aotne chambers 
opening on the river. 

d. Cbatri Baj^ Jaswnnt Singh. The walls ore bcaatifnllj 
carved and decorated with figiireg of vsaefl and dnwem A good 
view of this handsome buUdiiig h ob^ned fTOm Rom Bagh on 
the DppoBile aide of tie Jiioiim, 

Of the old intereisUpg places near the Taj may bo iDeotioned 
the Havell of Nawnb Khau-i-Dnnran Ehan^ the tnupsolcum of 
Bhafa Abmad Bukhari^ the baatiod tower known as Lat Diwnr, 
the email mosque near the south-caai enclosure of the Taj, and 
tho remnapts of some anciciit panacea lo the qnaitcrB known an 
Tiljar^ka Bagikha. 

Between the Tnj and tie cantoumenta, in a Wge walleil en- 
cloanre, k the garden of Mahabat Khnn Close to m the viU 
lage of Bnsai^ k tho tomb known as Roura. Dewan JL 

On the Khalr Qarh road k the Idgub of the time of Shah 
JohiiPifiaid to have been hoilt m forty dsiyi It k built of red 
sandstone and k feet tn leugth by W feet in brand lb. It eon- 
sktsof gix high arches, of wbicli the central one is very lofty, 
and k enclosed by a wall of groat height, surmoantod by a cupoU 
at ooeb of tho four coruerSp the encIostirQ being 570 feet by 
530 feet. 

Thk mausoleum k Gituated close to a viltnge called ESawd/d- 
between the Malpnrd and Fattehpur Sikti road, near 
the Aitilkiy practics-gronnd, Agra, It wna originnlly & aqnsire 
building of 7b feet each sidej but a great portidu of it was 
blown lip by the Govennnentp abont 1B32 A, D., for the purpo^^ 
of buildipg barracks in the cantniimSitr The the vralU und 

the towers of the outer eocloaure were all pulled down. **Tho 
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mauMUum ifaelf* '* myb Mr. Bcglar, « was too tough, too hard a 
nut to craek, for that purposo, and it wag iLhertifom left m it is. 
afti^r being blown up,—^a hngo sbapebss heap of mnaaiVQ frag- 
incats of magoniy. whkb neithep tho hammer of man nor of 
time can dhrsoke or destroy! " 

Jodh Bai, or the princess of Jodhpur, waa Akbar^ Rajput 
the mathcr of J&h^gir and the danghter of Rajd 
MaldeQ Rm of JodEpur. As Akbaria mother bad the title of 
Maryam Maknai, bq was Judh Bai called Maryam Uzzamoni. 

Tbo real marble tomb, or cenotaph, of Jodh Bui h below the j 
rtour of tho bnEdkkg, m a large vaulteii uadergroiiiid chamber, 
descent to vvfiich ia ohtuinoJ by loLir pos^ugea like the passages 
into Eg>'ptma pyramidsi Three of these paasnges ore closed with 
debris; the fourth xaay be entered by crawling 

About a iBile to the north of the &ikandrd road and Alam '| ^mia of 
Gtioj, and immediately behind the Canckhari Biigh, there is 
great walled flacloaure, of red Fattehpuf sandstone, each ^ide 
measuring 335 feet, with a grand and lofty gateway. The walis 
}m?e cruiiebtcd battlements, and there are towein at the four 
earners* The old bniEdiug wae completed in lOOfi (1595 A* D.) 

The eneli]f«ure coatains a garden, with a raised platform in the 
middle. This h the tomb of Ladli Begam^ sister of Afaul FukI, 

Akbar 3 famous Mend and councillor. She was the wife of Islam 
Khan, the grandson of Sbekh Salem Chishti. of Fattehpurj who 
waa vioaroj of Bengal under Jahangin She died in 1017 A. II. 

(lOOS A. D.}, or hvo years before the death of her husband, 

Where the platform now atands iu the middle, there waa formerly 
a grand maasaleuin^ built ontirely of marblo; but it was dastroyed 
by Lakh mi Chand Seth, of Mathra. who piirchasod the ground 
from Go^orameiit, aud, having dug up the marble sold 

them. The now owner has buiU, inateadp an ornamental paviHou 
on light arehea. 

The eneb^re also contained the tombs of Sheikh Mubarak 
and hia eldest son. Fyai| the bjfotner of Abol Faek but these 
hare been destroyed by the Mathri 

Outaidc the grand gateway there is a large wellj the grandest 
any where in Agru or its neigh bourhoe J^ This has a Bplendid 






194 


AORi; DESCRIPTIVE. 


Tomb of 
Muukn 
2uiisiiL 

a 


Bfiori, or utidepgroQnd room, roanJ tio akaft of Use well, whkh 
is roached bj deep and broad gallcriefl, affording a pleagant 
retreat in the hot weather. 

Over the eatraace of the high walled aaclcanre, tlie following 
inscriptiob in the Tugbra cbaroctera way still bo aeea 

u»*V' 

M M 

JUul^AJ ^ 

ly^Ua^ JjWI ^ 

iJJ] oLL j Jv J J 

t_iJf j ^ ^;l b ttm## JsO? 

\ In lb& Bflino of God llic Mmfifn! and ibtfl Conipawifnitntp, k Whom bTati^ 

' Itmatl Ttiili xoBiiiolauni wttB (joiiitnioted for llie dlirloQ ^thobiri the kolj 
sjvfiflp Ibe moot learned SLelcb Mubufik ; mnj lili \ksI reKrtiog-ploce he 
EflootiBedl It whb fotioded by Uso Bc*an of hofiwkdgp, Bhi^kb Abul Fusl 
(mmy God the Mofit Eigb pfeterve Uml} under lliH tlnynl sbndow of Xhe 
* juffl king^ fthom bononri j^rortpcrlty nod graces follow^ ilieipleiidfifll- of the 

world nod iTiKgton, AkWj IJm kins? ^-olitnli mny Oort tbo ^ItuiL I\\^h «ver 

I p^rpotnalo hlfl kmgdiinit Boilt undor the i^viorbiltinilciice of Abol llorakit 
\ m lOTi A. IL (159S A. J>.) 

Tho Raiisah was completed in the samo yeiif m which FyKi 
died 

According to the account furnbfaod hy Ahul Fazl in the Ain^ hk 
father and elder brother Tirere originullj buried close to the nmu- 
sDlenm of Shoikh Ala-uddin Majsub^ in the Ghir Bagh of Eabcr^ i 
opposite Agra, on the left bank of the Junma. The bodies wsro 
remoTcd to this aide of the river by Ahul Fml hiffifielf, who built 
the Rouxa. But when that occarred* does not appear. 

To the south-west of Akbor^s tomb, between Ibe road used 
by the old hloghak to go northward to Lahore and the ]iTer» and 
after passing the old Del hi gate of the iiuperial walls, is the tomb 
of Mariam ZamaBi, a Portuguese Lady* one of the Queous of 
Akluvr, who doubtless Ciereiaod great tnllueoce over that emporor 
in inducing him to tokrmto the Christinas;} he is acknowledged 
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to ha^o Jooe. This ivae origia^nj ttiti Bjirail&ri, ur BiurnuGr^hotiflO 
of the Emperor Sikaoikr Ludi, and was built by him m 1495. 

It Is ao d^tonsfre two-storeyed build in" of red ^udatona^ sur- 
mouDted by a caned octa^oal tower at ouch corner, and cop tam ^ 
ing abual forty ehiuabci's^ on the grqqad floor. It h reckanact 
among the most ancient building in the neigh bo tirbood. The 
tomb wa^f used os a printing office by tbo Church Mksioi}, who 
have eatabluhcd an orphanage and industrial Fchool liere^ which 
am worth visit. 

The tomb of Kandahari Begam, queen of Shah Jahars 
daughter of MnKii.fifjir Hussaiu^ graudiinn of Sbah Jkuiail 3afwip B^puvii 
king of Pcieia, ia sitnatod in tlie Kandabari Bagh^ now the town ^ 
residence of the Maliutaja of Bharat pur. 

Close to the temple of ^obodco Walkeshwar arc the remains PulAced 
of ftome old palace^*, reported tc be the Mahal of Raja Bhojj of 
ancient fame. 

About half-way between Sikandra and Agra, in the fields 

, ^ ^ ° Ka hiihi 

to the left of the toad, is a Lnuib with no adjoiniug hall oftMtKhaa- 
sixty-four piilab5. This Is a monumeiit built la honour of 
Bakaht Balubat Khdu, |MLy ifiKi.=iti>r of Shah JohAo, hilled by 
A mar Si ugh Bobtas^ niter whom the present Amur Singh gato 
of the fort of Agra is named. 

Adjniniiig the above is a domed bnildiag, with a crypt, but 
wiihuut a momimciit, nr inscription. Thia marks the lost reat-*^*^ 
ing place of Sadiq ELdn, one of Akbar^s Pfrs, or spiritnol 
guides, who wag i/niiistiMar of 4/)00 and was nne of Ahbar's 
boat oflice:r:$p He was a nephaw of our old friend, iLkniid-ud* 
daulti, fether of Niir Jahin, aud died m 1679.* 

Three mil eft from Agr4 on the left of the Gwalior repd^ is Cimb&i! 
the Paiialwan's Maiiuoleumj ho called kom its boiag thu kat 
resting-plnce of a celebrated wrestler of the time of Shah Jnbim, 

A large village has grown round the tomb of this notable mau. 

The tomb stands in the centre of a large square platform, and 
k sumioiintcd by a urge domoji with a cupola at each corner. 

Tlie fourconiori of the square platform have eaeli a beautiful four* 
pillared cupola of red sandstone. 

iuppMEtl by MHc tJiit hd ia bufl^ in Sob 
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Od the right &f tho GwEklior road^ at about the sattifs clifitADet; 
as tho Euiui Palialwan, is anatlier mausoleum of an early stylo, 
and the moat beautiful in tbe neighbourhood. This is the tomb 
of Fitoz Khau, the chief of ounucha in the Court of Ahbor. 
It ia an octagonal edifice, of rod sandstooe, and is msed on a 
high pblform of the same shape. The entianca to the enolotturo 
of thia elegant tuausoleum is by a nuo gateiiray on tho east 
aido. The front ol this portal ia elaborately carv'od and orna* 
mented The dome U decorated with abundance of glased tilta 
of ratious coloura, and many other parts of the buildings are simi' 
tarly embellished The walls are covered vrith sculptures of the 
richest and moat elaborate stylo in tolicE. Ftroz. Klule, who lies 
bnried bcncatb the dome, is the noblo who founded Firuzsh^, 
and who gave his name nlsg to Tal Firoz Khau, au nztenrivo 
masonry tank which lies in the immodiate vicinity of the tomb. 

Four miles from Agra, on the Sikandra road, is the Serai of 
Idbor Khan Khawja. It was one® an open sumnier house, but 
tho doers have now boon closed with masonry, 

^ear Iho garden of Suiaj BbAn on the way to Sikiindra, 
and about two miles from Agni, on the left hand side of the 
toad, is a full size statue of a horse, made of rad atone. Oppoaitc 
this ia a tomb of pucca masonry. No antheotic accounts of 
this statue have been proaervad The story told by tho people 
Is that a certain liorae-rider was coming to Agrd from Selhi. 
'When be reached this spot, he asked un old woman how far the 
city of Agra Was. She replied;—'* As fox oa you have travelled 
from Delhi'* The horse*rider ws.’ stmek with dismay and forth¬ 
with died, k statue of a honw was constructed in memoiy of 
thill event by a eertoin sympathizing^ 'rich man, and tho tomb 
quite opposite ta pointed out as tho disappointed man’s last rest- 
ing-pIacG. 

The following architectural monuments in the city doservo 
mention. 

L The Akbari Masjid, near the Klnari Bazar) originally 
built by Akbor. It bos recently been entirely remixieUedr The 
length of the building is 84 feet fi inches and its breadth 
i5 feet. 


Ul,D KOSQUEtL 


m 

2.* TIic inasjid a( Mghtainid KUd, Treasurer of Jahangir, M«uM 

Ill the Kashmiri Bazar It ia qfred aaDdsteue, with soma cx- 

^uisite carviogH. Tho dime naiona ore 53 feet by SO feet. 

w f’* ^'^'■5'*^ or black doaquBi othcrwko known asiuiiDt 

Kulan Mw>jid, or the grand mosquo, tear the Goverameat Dis- 
{woaary. The domes look biaek through age, hence the name 
girco to it, Kah Masjid, The tnoaque k believed to be the 
oldest m Agra. It k built of large and fiat hrieb and mortar 
but was originally ikeed with santUtoae. There are fine arch- 
ways, of equal width lu the front, surmoimted by five domes, of 
which the central one is the largest. It meaeurea feet in i 
length and 33 feet 9 behea in depth. Tho mosque b a speoimon 
of the early Hindustani style approaching the Tathau period, 
and IS a fine apecimeii of lu-chilecture.—The moaqnB was founded 
by Mazuflhr Ousaain. grandson of Shah Ismail Safri, King of 
Persia, so often mentioned by Abul Fazl in the ' Akbarnama*, and 
lather of the wife of Shah Jahan, hurisd in tho Kaudahari 
Bagh, tho town residence of the Maharaja of Bhamtpur. 

Huaaain held the rant of 5,000 aed died a diaappobted man in 
or about live years before Akbar. Hia character ia dea^ 
crihed as ' tricky and wavering'. 

4^ The J/ui/td J/iiiAun ■jiiaan, or mosque for eunuchs, isUiuvidof 
situated in loka hi Mmidi, or the iron market, In the weatern, 
part of the city. It is built of pale red atone and is a very 
handsome building. It baa three domes, that in the middle 
being the largest, with an oetagtuifit tower at each end of the 
front wall. High up b tho wall, to the weat, are two large 
windows, of stone lattice work, of great beauty and elegance. 

The mosquo is said to have been built by Akboi in honour of 
a favouritn eanucb, named Yatim, whose prayers, iu a season of 
draught of unusual sovarity, brought down rain from the heaven 
when all other means to alleviate the diattoss had feilad and 
who was an indifforent to worldly riches that he refused to receive 
a reward when one was offered to him. 

fi. The Dargah and mosque of Shah Ala*ud-din Jfa/sttfr, Diin!.h rf " 
commonly called Alawal BUawal, or Shah WiJayat, sou of Syed ^ 
Suleman ot Median, in mobAUa H ■ The dimetirions are 
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46 feet by 19 iest Thefw afe iHs aldflit biiildioga ibc Palban 
period ill the city. Tbe sniat flourifllicd in the timo of Slier 
Shah Stir, Afghan, and came to India vid Ehomsan. He cataib- 
lished a school of ilohaniedan law at Agra and bailt the raowiae. 
He also founded a monastery, which is supported by an eniJownieist 
and is still hept up. The rnoequa re sunk into the ground up to 
the middle of the walls, and a curious story is told about it. 
A camel-driver Tn the Imperial scrrica wished to use it as a 
stable and eveu tied bis bcaata in the sacred edifice. The holy 
man expostulated, upoa which the building began to auk, thus 
eruahing the unfortunate benata to death aiul did not cease des- 
ctodiog till the saint We it stop.—The holy man died in the reign 
of Salem Shah, in 1546. The mosque has ihree plain domes 
and is a fine apeeiroon of Pathan architecture of a bter period. 


fliunwiia of The HaTTifHanv. or hath houae, of Allah Wardi Khau is situ- 
aled on the left hand side of the Chipi Tola street. A handBonie 
red sandstone arched doorway, with elaborate carvings, leads 
into the great quadrangle of the HammaTO, svifmounted by a 
dome, the diamebcr of which at its base ia 30 feet The gatoway 
has on it the following inscription in Peruian Terses 


^ 'fil JO 

11^ Ij lo » jr^ 

j jf cl I* L# OJJ I ^ 

«- JjU SjitJ ^ 

J't’T Ey* j 

I jfJ j u*ii 'rt 

3 H til* ^ 

k 

DuriD^ the reign of lh« Empetor Jihangir, 

\iho ii ittingly timllrilhii Jtsjf lum d* the World i 
Iti tlM ci^ ef Agni| the Dar ul KliUafmt, 

ii the the Kingdom^itt tliE4ne ; 

Df comni&iid of Verdi Klukiit Klifindi^ fntiMdcd^ 

A BalIi Pfl cbiBte oTkE: cooM wkh. 

JtB ckanliiiftii equitU Lhft taLioiii^ face of llio mucuit 
ltd nppeoADce ih u spiicioa^ m the mntctomry at bMi?en* 

On Mannt of it* tippMug waters stud the reBi,^em of the flfb of th«- 
mfKm lA tbsniT 


1;;^ |,j u j ti m} 
tA 0 Ij Aj i— tj ii 

^ 1 yi. Itf A** i k afih' 
If jW ;j odi U yij u« 

^ li- jl ^ /• J-aj 
^ Uo fUs. \ii 


nA)|]fAM OF JlLLAJI WAHDl tfITAV , 

It» ftmiitoin ii enr; u it wm. filled up with tba Huhea 4Dd Uio 

IllDOlf. 

Ill order to UnJ tie d&Eo of its fo^ndAtiDHf 

1 wiultfld away anxiety from my mind with tha JioMy of refleotifiD. 

Taking bold, tlieu, of tba akiriiof pure men, I eaiJ j 

' Thii gloriaiie Bath has iu foundatian in good r—i03 W a.H, (103(1 
A.D.) 

Itu length from east to west is J22 Toet and breadth from north 
to south 72 feet. 

There are two seta of chambers, fonnertv oRcd as Carai'an 
Samis. The bathrootus wore m ^kilfulty constructed and 
arranged as to nuintaia any temperature required 

To the sonth of the jipot where the .AJmerc gate of Agra tTic it«iji,i 
lately stood, there is a small mai^iii A stono let into the wall 
ia front of the maajid boars the following inacriptlaii. The first 
three Unea. boing a quotation from the Koran, aro in Arabic, 
an<l th^ fourth or last line is in Peisiaa:— 


ji ^ II j *xjj 

* - # P: 

L A' p* ' ' Its 

(tj fl ^ A fjAjJt ^ U j u 

^ ^ pt^ ^ j rjijif i- pW 

* ^ JI 

*4if y Ji 4/ IL 




^ j ^y5».i toL 

and; thaio isaa (tod bal Ha; Uu Erer-itirbig, the SeU^ttbsirtiag* 
seither etumberaor sleep Hire tli tlim; to Hhu ImtangetL whatioever is fn 
btsTen, or oa enrtli. Who ts Its tlist eon lotoreeJe with Uhu, botthrongli 
UTji goud plsd^ure ? Be knawelli thtt whM is (nut, and that whidi is to 
eojno nnlo them, nnd they ehsll nuttiamprehrad ■S 5 thing of HJi hnowledgn, 
hat sa-fiw ss De plmselb. tlis throne Is gst*Hclp4 oTicr beitren snd earth, 
and the preservation of hoifa ji m bofden ante Bln. Be Is the High and 
) hlighty. 
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ajgda : descbiftive. 


In tbo timi of the hiajj. Mol«imino.J Jol««gir. thli 

slave, Haji Sultmaii, hulli tLi. moatiuo tn«» dome, b lie year 1031 V, 

1G31'82.) 


There is no doiae at thin apot, however* The stone originally 
belonged to ao old raosqiio b the Mohammedan boritd ground 
eoirth-wcst of the Ajmere gate, which having fallen into two, 
the stone was removed and fixed in the wall of a small mo«|ue 
new the gate previously named 


In the qiiartev of the town known as Alomganj is the 
mosfiue of Aurangzeb. sumamed Alaingir; but it has now Wc 
campletelv remodelled and b utilwed mi the Collootot’a office. 
Mr. Blunt the late Collector, built around it a number of shops, 
which have been rented to traders. 

The followmg passage is iuBcribed on thia mosque, 

i' / ^ ^ ^ ->^1 

a*>ij ‘U'jffh ” i/^l 

aAiU**.^- 1^1 

jy ^ JO 3^ Jji 

jl liJd t*i4lr-u>*^ ^ ><3 L*ij ji-io/U 

^ j' *p/** 

jU cy ^ *^^->> 1 ?^ j* 

Lbj *»*-• jtkr*} JLbsI^^JJ-^-^jhtf 

»iAotru!>-bJ vb !-> y 3 4«i 

^ ^^1-cJ b c* ^1-^1 '3 Hi li ttJbjj 

t*i. oy. si u *Jiy li* *4» y 

-,>jt ^ c^u-« ^yihL. u» 

^^3 4^ 

yt-cUij */j£> |J»1 «_Uyl/^ 

/•I jV ft*1*c'j*3 U^3 ^ •- lj“3 


TJIE aiOSyUE or ALAMIJIU. 
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^0 k-UJf^ iIj jii*j jii'^u <_Uj j/I o*t 

^ - Jtg ^5i(^JD-J^is 

-»a^ Jj sOij *JJ) d| 5 ( ^f_s*if 


i^OkSwl JU( j| 

Holt Ih] |Lraiia4 [ Whut « tstupla moM Bncrcd tbrtu ]ifjfl t TLf putljnei 
of iti ennstryetisii iihibii tUa ('™iiof'i gfni niight ? b>- iLio blflaaioeB tif 
lls H.ifl t!ii brcMt of liv: fAiihfirt %n whtt tho Iii»t« of piety ilTnniiail^tJ; 
wcaplfliice of pi ej ef liu eaet iintJar iia arobwAj-; purily iuLscrrUnt to 
il» nrater nod clar ; tbe exteot of iia tiourt la beyond tin* powarof jtarocptiDn 
uf the eyo ; the loftiuisit oT ite pempotB ii oat of nil ooBcrption ; ita ohcio* 
inre ifl iui es tenetve na lU w-orlil, fruhi wliioL the rivei Jitu (Joiehb) flowi 
Jike 0 ciuinl ; nay, it (the nTea-J ie iike a iLwad to iU rcHary iif pcaile. Here 
initjfioe its obnslity ; a poArl oiree iti fnelieflOB to tlio oeeiu, hut in tJii* 
pluLu the ocean iUeU*, from enry of ihi pnrity and apieodoor, ta eotiingicd 
in a twiatlhg And windi’ag coorsu like a thmaO, laaeuiueh aa it la tlie bouee 
oJ Uo<i,tIje mighty and tlio Itfuei JJigh, ihniild ita ground-biKir Ihs etylod the 
iiigbcat heaTC-n, it Js ngbt, lie frojit arch liu eniet'il at tlio level of the 
rwf of l(w sky, Of tiAS bent Ite bnat ool: of euiujilimcnl, liko thoBO whobaw 
in prAyerB, VViioevor raBopted La tid* leoiplo touclLBd the gtoiied with, hi# 
foreliiiad, hks a eiindow, in oduratlon to tied, flid iLc gii« uf ihfa plico 
heord the co mm ami, it Moiili] novor itave rof ifhed to bow befoto the Cnalor ® 


Aitlkongii His Majesty a nnma is tnaeparabie from Balutatioo in prayetB, 
■ (lU tho in!<viiLte is kaowii at on aCMunt of ita fame 

IbroughBat the world j and it ie rigi.t li.at it tiiould imfe boso m nimod, 
for, ffoui iU terrestriiil pod lion, its fame has jrFMhad the fogiooB of heaven. 


The King of the wotid ; the Lord of lurdg uf the tiiuo ; podneasiug in 
hie nature Uod-like viftuae; tiie inuet perfect of all the perfect, thn oca- 
henbher of U.e inalitnlesof the Prophet uf Rod f an n^nch abaarhed Is he 
in Iliu esBenec of dmnity that homa-Jetho hoCBe of □«! hie awn abode t 
ipcppy ihe mind which frotu royalty i^ itenl lu Divine i^ualitioi; fortunato 
tlm kmg who frern lii# CapitaJ comee ouL fivu times tni the Hucen of Gi>tl; 
hia^aitguil potaiiti inoroaees tho apleadour gf the throna \ hii meaHLat aorviuil 
locTCB tribute fruut Oiiiaa nod the Frauk t hia reiigiuas edlhco has broken 
through the temple nf poJy theiaru Slid pageniaui t hu piac# of pruyar !>■» 
ttlin^hed iha naicfli gl thefiff-wotiliippttc of Pcreiii and Imq | he le 
c oader of tiio Paith, by virtue of tin heat comnumd of the choleatt of 
_t^ UBMea of Anib iaandNnn Arabia ^e Fnther of VictniT.UeJiyuddiii, 


* Thii 

fj^-llcD BJl, 

vrMcd 

Aclfiti]. 



the 

iTiha 
bg^suiic 


t Ermoeouiiy, hinhjtmnjad, the Frorihet 
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AOBii UESCttllTIVB. 


MohiimiiiMj Al.mgiT, fihci.W w .lyl« Ihvi ** »f 

world wide fwnfi <Ala»gir), St I* niwt befittiDg ; it* foundutioni ore tlia 

fouadntiuno of the ptifeci Koitli; EurtlniRuaif, l*» «lio bcljcld il iiBTrr wool 
rn lilt wrong pulli. It* i»t« fe lo be found In a pnwsgo tbftl i* ibn iminattiy 
of iBlnm, iwiaely, in ibc wordi, ‘ 1 witnoEs tli.it Itii-ro w no God but 0<*d. 
Hu ieaiK, snii Mobsitinuid i* tbe wlrviint nnd moajwngnr of «od.' Thl* i* 
llio dnlc of iU fonndiLioP. 

The dati! found ia 1082 A.IL il671 A.D,), when Aurungwb 
waa engaged in wat with Sivnji, the Mnhratlfl. 


Nazir wna h great Urdn poet of modem time. Ho wae eon- 
temporery with the celebrated Urdu poets ZiiBarn Zouk, llomin 
Shan Odd Ghalhih of Delhi. HU diction was graceful and simple, 
and he had a particular genius for dcscrihiag nature and ite 
beauties. HU deecriptiona of youth and old age, life and death, 
eeasons, fure, wealth and poverty, JlifeiT'# and Crtfuiitiara, are 
particularly striking, and bis pooms arenn the tnnglie of old and 
young, rich and poor, ia the coiintry. His tomb in Agra U tho 
resort of people of all sects, and a ftiii is also held at it 


Hib tomb 

of SamrtL 


r 


The tomb of Samru is in Padri Tola, at Agra. His original 
name was Walter Beiiihardt, and be held command at Agnt in 
the lime of Najatf Khan* and was the founder of the now defunct 
prindpolily of Sirdhana. He died at Agra ou the 4th llayj.l77S, 
and was succeeded in his vast estates by hU widow, known as 


the Begum Samrn, a bo also succeeded to the command of his 
forces. The Begum figured proniinenlly during the aoCEfisIoii 
of Qhulam Kadir the Rohilia, eon of Zahitn Khan, and, when 
that chief entered Delhi in 1787, she hastened from Panipat with 
her forces and appeared before the palace. Overawed by Lhii! 
loyal lady and her Enropcan Ofticers, the Rohilia chief retired 
prTtiiPi the river. For her service to the Imperial cause, she was. 
piihiioly thanked by Bhah Alam and proclaimed the Emperor's 
daughter under the title of Zeb-ul-Nissa (ornament of women). 


Tho quarter known as Padri Tola » situated in the rear of 
the courts of justice and farniB part ol the original area attached 
to the neigbhouring township of Loabkarpur, It is one of the 
most aneient Christian cemeteries in Asia. Proprietary rights 


■ For ui ucoant «l Sbmrti, kv im£« GP mit. 
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in tbui eatfite wore confenod oa the RDUiao Gatholk Missbo by 
the Emperor Akbor. There ere u tiuiiiber of ChristiHii tombs 
hero, with Armeuuin ead Portaguese uieciiptiooB, more thaa two 
huudred years o1(L 

The raauflolenrrt of Samru is so elegant octagonal huildlai', 
siixmounted hy a domOi with a deep drip*atobe, ao as to 
reBemble a CtuistantioDple fountain. The iDactiplioa ta in 
Portngoeae, a proof that thore were no EugUah or Fnmch 
hi Agra about the time of its conatmetion. The iuscription 
is 08 follows:— 

Aqvi iuzo Walter Roiiibonlt moitw Aos 4 Dainayo, no 
uuuo de 1778, 

"Mere lies Walter Reiuhardl.diL’d on 4th May, iu the year 1778/^ 

Close to the tomb of Samra it the <*difioe coDtoining the re- tumb 
mitjng of John Ucasing, the Dutch Geueral in the Mohmtta HtaaLa^ 
vfbo ooptmanJed thfi A^pra fort down to tho dino of Mb 
doiLth« diortly before its niege by Lord Lake, * It U n inort 
jinpnfl tng - and epleudid edifice tbau that dedicated to tbe memory 
of Samru, beiog ^ counteiparfe of the niatohleas Taj M aha ] 
iti its deaign SMid general outline, though od a much amaller 
scale, ^ 


* rii/fl 1, page IH ania. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

AKBAR AND HIS COURT 

THE AkEAH. 

AftKe his defeat hoot Kane>ij by Bher Shalip in IS-U, 
Hunmyim proceeded to Biiidh, with a Fiew to csUblLsh hirtiaclf 
there, and staid in that coiiiitry for about two and a half years. 
At Pjttar, about tiventy riiilea iirnat of the Indus, he met Ida 
brother, Hancht^ who was occcimpanied by bh imhles and hia 
aemg^Ho, nnmtijim received his brother with great ceremoiiy. 
Du ring the emirHc nf the festivliics, IlaudQi'iS motlierj who, it may bt^ 
observed* was not the mother of Hn may tin, gave a grand feast to 
the Emperor and the ladles of the CQurt. At this enter Lain ment 
Huinayuo ImppeDed to see a girl of exquisite beauty, oalled 
Hamida Bano, So fascinated was he with her person that he 
enquired on the ajwt who she was, and, being informed that she 
was a daughter of a nDbleman who had been Haridai a preceptor, 
he asked whether she had not already been affianced. tJe was 
InfornKid, la reply^ that she had been pramisedp but that no 
betrothal ceremouies had yet been regiilarlj gone through. 
Huiuayiin asked her in marriage for himself The idea was 
disliked by Hunda!, and the broihetB quarrelled aud eTon came to 
a rupture; but Bandars mother being in favor of the inatch^ 
Humaynn was married to Ram Ida EaiiOr who had just tTien com¬ 
pleted her fourteenth year, and, a short time afternarda^ the 
couple repaired to the camp at Ehakkar. HandEil, irritated at 
the liiaiTjagn, deserted Ilnmayuu and rnpaired to Kandahar. 

The result of the uuiou was the birth of Akbar, on 15th 
October, lo4t, at Amarkot* oo the edge of the deserta of Muj-war, 
whither Ifumayna Imd been compelled to fly, driven by the in- 
huspitality of Mai Deo, Raja of Jtnikpur. ffe was hosjufablv 
received by Raja Uaiia Parahadj the ruler of Amarkot Four tia?a 
previous to Akbar’s birth, Hunmyim had left Amarkot to invade 
the District of Jiin.^ The EcnperoVi on heoriug the joyful tidiogs, 
prostrated himself on the ground to thank Gud fur the birth of 
a son and heir. The nobles and commaudefs osaeinbied rnnnd 
him add offered their congrahilations. In default of the cuatom- 
InTgeesofl, the Emperor ordered his ewer-bearer and seerctfiry 
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Jniikar tihc luBLorian, authm of Tnzkcirat til Wa^iat) to bring 
him a iwtind of mnah- This he broke aa a China piate and 
difidEd among his noblea, myiag: “ This ia the tmly pre^ODt 1 
cau now aflorJ to make to ym on the birth of my son, fllioao fame 
will, I trOBt, one day ospand throughout the world, as the perfume 
of the miiHk row fills tbifi apartment.'’ Kettle-drtiinB were then 
l»ateii and trumpets aouuded to celebrate tbe aiiaptcieus ercut, 

'Phe Emperor named the child Jakluddiii MubaiumBd Aktar. 

When the Enipernr fcfuniayiin. with tho ausilinry array of 
Shall Tahmaflp, of Persia, was almut to invade l^odbar. As tan, 
rinniaynn’s brother, who waa then holding that city, at Kamran a 
request sent lli9 little Akbar and liLt half-sister, Bnkslii Uann 
Begam.' from Katidhar to Cabul, After the fall of Kandhar, m 
llarch, lolii, Tlumayua marched to Cabiil, which be occupied 
in Muvenibjr, 1 S4fi, anitdat tbe rejoicings of its iuhabitaLte. Hew 
in addition tn his success in the held, Euroayun had the gratifi' 
cation-ef being, after three years' separatiw, reunited with hU 
beloved son, Akbar. As the Empress bad also, by this time, 
arrivod from Kardhar, the circmncisioii cereraonj of Akbar, which 
had been deferred by elrcum^bmcea, was performed, in accord- 
rtn« with tlie injiinctioaB of tlie law, amidst great rejoiciaga and Atl^r, 
with great splendnur.* ____ 


* ^vati ^hnufcd the iiijtimM of Sir Jf>hp Kat* the 

WTnnoiit IjatniWi Ktril>«rrtTi. In Ir llje wrilBr inniiitain.nd 

ctPHimot^n „ uiu oI HmnnjUU bail taea actanUy 

that all cnviair to the mlven* drcnPtHtonflti* of hia fethe^whra 

lift ^1M h^ , _ . „Taa foilV thirteen yenra ul Hfie Emil far julvanc&l 

t.hr«ie tii HiniltistiKi. Ak^ ™ ioqnEcai^i of the Fjni«Ti.r 

!?ltth™ liwli: ppan the oirfl«l«noietou MTmnon r 
AhW^d hie tuawnnn^ ^ CpuJititm of All Hiuilu tlmt 

MTith iliSfaVOUT, anj clfcumciatiil. The mlnnte WU wrltton W Sir S^iwl 

Ihe^t nami^ktoBof Dellli. ebortb befi^ Hj' 

Will WM jiahaWo the eidiuLm ol Mlr» Fetlir lul-ilm. oIhu 

5 ^iJ^ThU Th» old mHioteinfid thit 

W the luaeeuton, lint hmVUlE b«n eiTEmnclied, whJe 
1? Jj}i S w snhitHJtrtl to tbr remoMir null wa» therefor^ unlit 

hokhr-iid^W tort h^ ^rtoined that Pokiir-ud^ln ii»d l«rn tireom<ii«.Hl 
i'*’" V J. ^ a^’r Siatflmtnt. » for n# it enneemp Akhar, H wronie, 

M^Jfi«ini.ndHlluAlW, the Kltborof the Tphokat, 
TheUir*awxitop^ 

^ bj' 

^ ^ Jj *Ij 1 IJ 1 J*l- 1_^4V I'tjl 

•■ miru YwliSftr Tiiwr Entile to Cfcbflt in athnulnnHP no the Eio[^p MnpDim 
11 atWl Bono). Greali rnjnisitijpi "ofe nw^® „t« , i^rv w 

cteniDiiy of drwmclilrt* thn yonni! lir^« ™ t^rfcriite'l' ^ 

Will tiro fifur ycftf* two Tmoiilhi mil fire i,1»t* “1>I' 
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After tbe eLrcnracifiifli ceremat^" and when Akbar wm in 
bifl fifth yeai'i ho wua, aceordinij to Ahi.il Fazl, “ tirat brought 
to the aohool of biimaii knon'Iiidg^* and BIouUiie AjEani^ud-din 
waa fiolscted to he hia tutor. Akhtw learnt nothing ftom 
hia first preceptor, and MoulEina BayoAid waa, after flosne time* 
appointed to replace him. Later on, Moim Shnn wag appomted 
to prepare the priuce for hifl so rereign office and he wan 
tnuned in the ujks of aRns, in ridings in the niMiageinent of 
the bow inid lance, the aworii and the matcbloek, but ho 
never leAtnt to read and write. On By ram Khau becnuiiug 
the regent of Atbar, the young flovereigii was put uiuler thu 
tiitdage of Mir Abdul Latif, of Evazwin. Akhar studied the 
mystic gtiazaU from hia erudite uiaster and coimijitted the 
odcw of ilnfiit to meuiory^ Tb& motto of the Mir wfta" Pt5ajco 
with all/' and there is no doubt that Akbir owed much of 
the eniiglitenment aad toleration which characterised hia career 
to thj early teachings of his generout minded tutor. 

It was Akbar'a highest alia tu treat the two opposed creeds 
of ladia on terms of perfect equality and to make no dis^, 
tiuction Between Hindu and Mohammedan. He wished to 
convert India into a gardei] iii which the Hindu banyan, that 
tree of vitality ever fresh and vivid ^ might llaurish and stand 
side by ride with the aleuiler and aspiring patai of the Moslem^ 
which hud journeyed with him from the deserts of Arabia to 
the auurces of the Nile and from the highlands of Iran to the 
shores of Chiua uud the Piwrifii:. Ho hud been bom under the 
■ahelteriug roof of a Hindu and from the time ho ascended the 
throne he flhiivved a decided inclinatjun furni iiitimacy with 
the Hind ns. 

This wiijSj indeed^ heredilarj with him. When his grand 
fat her p Baber, was fornalng plane to oonquer India, he entered 
into ncg^itiatioas with Ratio Sanka, a Rajpoot chiefj to dethrone 
Sultan Ibrahim LodL His father, HumaynUp elec tod to 
become the Radii bavid 6/itii (bracelet-bound. brother} of 
Kamavnti, the noble rnothor of Ude Singhp Rana of Chitiorp 
whom be assisted against Bahadur Shab. Akbor allied himself 
with the Rajpoots, and if wa& ftnin this marliai race that he drew 
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not only his bosom Mends, but aome of hli most trusted coumal- 
brs and brave genenda. He was nlao the first Chftiigbattai 
who fonued a matrimouial connection with a Hindu Rajput 

princess. The circiimstanco happciiod thus:—Baju Behan 

chief of Ambar, aud a niacb Esteemed prince of the bouse of 
Kachwaba, bad rendered important raililaiy semce to niuuayon 
when that king had boon compeUud to Hy to Perak. He mediated 
with Haji Khan, a general of Sher Shah Sur, to allow Hajnun 
Khan Qftshdl, nuuiayno'a gorernor of Simotil, an unmolested 
retreat On the accesaiou of Akboi, Behari Mai paid his first visit 
to the royal camp, two days after Heirm’s defeat, near Dellii 
Here, instead of the usual repose and order of a royal eourl, ho 
witnessed a tumnltnoUB Mcne; soldiers. fiCirants and digaitarlc* 
were seen bustling one another in their efiforts to avoid tent pegs 
and ropes which wore flying mall dirertiomi, while a young man 

eat calmly on the neck of a mtiif elephant and cDdeavouTcd to 
reduce him to obedience by the blows of an iron goad which he 
held in hifl hand. » task requiring no leas intrepidity than calm 
judgment. At Inst the young man forced the weaned animat te 
kneel j he epraug fmm hk seat and welcomed the old Hiudu 
chief, who was acconipaiiicd by hie son, Bhagwan Das. aud 
grandson. Man Singh, who applauded the young fellow for his 
courage and dexterity. Indifferent to their commeudatiew. 
the young man made a sign to the old chief te follow him 
iuto the royal crimEon tent, and it was here that Bebiul 
Uni discovered, who tho young fellow was. Ho was no 
other than his own sovereign. It was here that the Rajput 
chief was. for the first time, impressed with the indomit¬ 
able bravery aud cool-headed skill of the Chaughattai king. 
Five years after, Bchari Mai aud hk whole family attend¬ 
ed on the king at SankamV and were most honoiimbly 
recciveA The Baja expressed hk derire to enter the royal 
Hervice and to strengthen the ties of friendship by giving hia 
daughter in rnartiage to Akbar. Both requests were granted 
without hesitation, and, the proposed! allknoa haring been formed, 
the result of the union was the birth of Salem, afterwards tha 
Emperor Jahangir. Frem that time tho marrii^e of the Rajput 
princesses with the members of the Moghul Royal family became 
u tuaitor of loim, and it was couducive to the best results for 
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the amelioRktiou uf the twa eliief eects of the pn|iulH.tiim uf Imtiu, 
Ou arrival at the capital^ Raja Behari Mai waa mndi! a CoainiaD-* 
dor of Five Thauaajii]^ aud Ilia son asd graudt^n received high 
tuiUtary commands 

Aktw poascisod aa laveotivc gciilaa and a mechanical mlud 
He ivii£] t^killed In various mechaDical arts and had a knowledge 
of casting cuBUDD and makmg heavy weapotiB of tvar and 
[iirdniiiice. 

Ho had hh workshops iu the mmcdiate vioiaiLy of the 
paiace and looked with great scrutiny into the working of his 
arscDal- He iu trod need new methods, which he reduced to 
pmcLicat form. 

He devoted special attoutbu to the maDufacture of gims aud 
matchlocks aud regarded the offieiGDcy of this bmiich "na one s*f 
the higher objects of a king.* He luveuted a gim which, on 
marches, could be easily taken to pieces and put In order again 
when wanted. Ey another mTcntionr soveuteati giias could bo 
fired Himnltaueoualy with one match. There was a klml of 
gun which could he easily carried by a single olepbant, and 
another of such enormatia siso aud prnpurtiona that the ball 
weighed twelve mauuda, and several elephanl^ and a thonaand 
cattle were required to transport iL 

A matchlock was invented by His Majeaty which could be 
fired by a slight movement of the cock* He alsu invented a 
wheel which could clean sisieeuguti-barrels in a very short time,* 

He invented several tents and made great improvementfi op 
fashions then esdstiug. The tent called Gutabdar, covered with 
red cloth and tied with tape, was his invention. It was never 
leas thau one hundred yards fk|uare and had strong doors, 
^ured with locks and keys. His camp was a moving city, and 
he had pavilioua of anormons size, which, in journeys, served os 
private and public balla, as jlmroka, as places of worship, and 
for various other purposesL 

In the department of iUuminntion, he invented several 
candlesticks of the chcxcGst patteiua* He woruhipp^d fire 

• X1m 3 wberi i* fOufiUBt^nl by u |jkte in tba ain i Akbori. 
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afl BD ctnbltnn of tho d^ity, and at twelvo tujidlfi- 

sticks of gold aud were bronghL beforo hiio^ wbon 

a, pinger of sweet melodicsi^ with it ciiiidia in his hand, 
a varietj of sumgs La praise of God, beginniiig and coDcIndiDg h.m 
tuuea with a prayer for lUs Majeaty. 

tie made many ioifoatioua for reducing unruly clephaata 
obedience. He io vented a ekarHit or a pieGC of hollowed bamb&o, for 

* .* TEOUtlLlg 

fHiv<*rert wilh aiiiewa niiJ illlcd ftitb giinpowuer, an eurtnon tumly 
p&rtitioii dividiug the powder into two hidves. Od fire being toobetUegee. 
put to Imth enda it turned round and made a fearful cobe, wtiieh 
frightened au olepbant nod tbtiB quieted him. Previously 
fire ou a large scale was lighted to leparnle two elephauta that 
were fightiugi but that caused much trouble and seldDoo hnd the 
desired effect. The method dr vised by Ahbar to quiet the 
auiitial was of great utility. 

His Siajesty inveuted extraurdinary carriages, ainotig them 
bring a oirt drewu by an elephant, and so large that it contained ol 

several bath rooms. It was a travelling bath and could also he 
easily drawn by cattle. WwlfT-wheels and carts of different 
fashions were constructed, and a maehino was in vented which 
drew water from a well and at the same time moved a millstone. 

Alcbar inveuted the game of chmidal mamits? and could play 
it in several waya, which arc all detaileHi to the Ain, Uo made Antloi 
BevGral nlteratioiGLB in the game of enrds and wna a good player at ^ 
chess; "hischief object iu aiitusipg himseif with these games,'' 
acconliug to his hietoriau, " being to test the valne of men and 
to establish harmony and good fellowship at court." 

Akbor, though boni a Mohammadou, was gifted with an inquir¬ 
ing mind. Be was a seeker after truth, and hb idea was to unite , 
allhisenbjoctB, whatever their origin and creed, into one com- 
EDon D&tiuimUly. He did not favuiir the MohaiuBdaDa bscftUBCi 
they belonged to the ruling race. Uo cQ-Ueeted the opiPtous of 
the profeseors of vwious reUgicni& and fi&ctarian beliefe, weighed 
them curofully^ T^tEimed what ho apptoved and rejected ivhat he 
dotisidered LiutLCceptuble, *'Froiti his earliest ehildlioodir” writes 
BadaLjui, to iiiiLiibLH3(h frocn tiB luatthood to old ogOj 
fltri BiajeHty though the tiiost various phii-sesi aud ihrongh 
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all of Tell^finuji pmcticfS fiiid 

collected evonthlng in ii spirit of oDfptli'jr, Thf^ eiKHjirics 
created a wtroeg con rid ion iu his iiii od that there were mei] f>l 
tacDtel and pioral ficcefiipli^hineets and abtruK thuikera iii all 
AboliaheiUifi religioDS, and he believefl tlial there were mea lo all uatbnfi 
Jada. posse^d tnimcnIiLiiJEi -Be fibcdiahed the Juriki, or- 

tas DU kiGdals- 


Betfevw In He rejected the tenet of resurrectioo, and believed in the 
-dDCtrioe of the tnmflmignitioii of ^ula- Ue Uenrtilj approved 
6 dp fkf sanli. Baying: There ie no religion in which the dogma td 

truusmigtatloii ufsoala hua not taken firm rooL*^ Brahmans ettoL' 
posed treatises in order tu hud eridenoe for thi^ dijctrioe^ He 
lUibibEHl hia Hiotlu ontioiifl at the religions meetings of Jitgtpurn, 
the uiit) other places for such ossemblica, Hia 

desire to gather knowledge regarding reUgious waa out ciJiihntd 
to public meetings, Even In hk sleeping apartmeots^ when he 
Hlfl retired hum ail public rnnetLoDS^ he wan not without the coin- 

tnwJiwa* pany of the learned, Eo ordered a Bmhinan^ oained Vaati 

Ehotani^ to ctunpilo a locmhulary in Saaskrit of all tilings in 
existence. Another Brahmau, anuved Debi, o^d to go to the 
Emperor in his sleeping apoitmcnts ici quite a novel way. 
Admittance ofiaenbcihgBtrictly prohibitied to the Harem^ be waa, 
acccrdiDg to Badaonit pulled up the wall of the palace on a chmpti^ 
(cot) till he reached the balcony where the Em per or slept. While 
thus suppeuded betweeu heaven oiid eartb| he iustmeted Hurt 
Uajesty lu the secrets aud legends of Hluilnismf in the nianiier 
of worshipping idok^ the £re, the fiuii atid the star&t and the chief 
Hiiidu gt>dfl| Brahma, MahiMleu, Biahen, Kishen^ Riiiu and 
UohaiDB. Hifl Majcfliy worshipped the fum os the greatest light, 
of which all Ughta were subjects, aod ho mrinpted coBtiiTzies of 
anveti different colonre, which wtre woro by him on particnlar 
days of the week according to the aeven colours of the seven 
plaaeta^ He iciterdicted the u&c of beef, believed it was wrong to 
kill the cow and regardnd cowdiing ae pnre. The doctori pro¬ 
duced pasflagiea in their books^ showing that the iige of heef was 
injurious to health and productive of v^riouii dkeflees. 


WurBliIfw 


AnA Bra. 


Akbar believed in ZrprMsiet’* doetrine^, and regarded lire a» 
ofie ftf the manifefltHtifiwi of God and * n my of His rays.’ FmTii 
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hi# youths hp oelubratcHJ f/oiH, n kind uf worabiif. Following 
tbi; Ltietoir. of the uucieiit feiiigs, ho ordered tlii*l the *-i«re 

be kept hnrning at tOiirt; by dny 4iid by night an ap^in^ 

Sheikh Ahul Fazl HUpertnteDdcnt of the fire temple. ' o 
proplratsd himsBif before the sun and fire in vrorehip, and when 
candlep and lamps were lighted in the pnlriCOj he ordered Uio 
courliers to rUe. On tha Hth day of the Vigfua. he appeared 
in the Audience-hall with a mark of saffron on hiB forehead 
like a Hindu, when the Brahmani!., by way of aUBpicioupncsB, 
tied rakhi or a picco of doth, with peark and jtweK ^ 
aniili^t round his handjs- 

Akbat’e mother, Hamida Bano, having died in Agra on 20th 

Auguflt. 1604, Akb&r ekdliimself ill the deepest mounting and 

shaved hk head, beonl and muatuche. Tho body of tha docEtaaed .leict 
Empress was conveyed to Delhi, Hk Majesty carrii'ing the bier on 
hia shooldena for several puces, and his e^iample being followed 
by the Chief Vmru£ of state. Ail the nobles of tha Goiirt shaved 
thqtnsalvcfl and clad thomaelTa io moufning costume. 


Afchar sot OBide the Islamitia rcvalations regiuding the 
recdon, the Day of Judgment and the ordinances found^ on the 
trailitiona of the Prophet, Nothing wonld satisfy bin inquisitive 
mind, but proofs based nn reason and testimony and dogmas having 
their origin in self-evident truth. By frequent privata intwvwwa 
vrith the learned men of all creoda and by studying vwtoua trea¬ 
tises on reUgions, moral and physical scieaces, ha had judged 
fully of both the perfectioca and frailties of human natnre. Ho 
denied future rewards and puniahments in as far as they differed 
from nictciu pay chosifi, de n led the eustemse of the sonl after tbo 
dififiulntion of the body; denied the miracles of the Prophets and 
eoiota; denied tha existenea of genii, of angels and of all other 
beings of the invisible world. 


He founded a new religion of his own, which he called Diiti FotmJsit 
iioAf, or the "Divine Faith. “ It oooaiatcd in the acknowlcdg- 
inent of one God and of AJibnr as his ricogerent .on earth. The 
MohuniuiGdaD confession of faith, rhare is no GwJ hut God and 
Mahtimmed is His Prophet, “ was abolished, and for it wos substitu- ii,j 
tad tha formula ; iormela. 
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Tbert t& tio God b at God a&t] Akbar ia MIh vic^gEirBiiL 

IV the fear that the new formula might excite dutoentont. 
funeng the tnaesea of the Mussabmui popolaUod^ its uao was res¬ 
tricted to the palace, 


At this time (990 A. H,* 15S2 A. D,) MiiUa Sheri eompcurcd 
a pi?em of leri verses of which the followisg are mms :— 


^ U j-t U. >3 ^ jA 

dii.* ^ j4*^| ^ ^3^ 

^ iV; ( ^ I A*i. 

^ tyi Ij/ lbjj|r*if J*y Jli 

H**t 4 » lA oil 

IaA. lii jf 


It in htler confusioa of tb# brila rf t foal ktinnld Ibmk ta hh mioit, 

That lovflof the Prophttena ertr ba bu»b«I fmin aiBahiind. 

I cannot nipprw lengbter at lie cpniplat (vhfoh on Maonnt of a nnvrt 
pf[lD^ 

WiU be rtwitfid at the of the Hull 3iul hedOiuc % wutob-wcfdl with 

i^Urring etAa. 

Tfab King hu hid chtfm to be a prupliet this ysir. 

After the Inpae of ■ year# pJcbm God^ |iIb own dlrJaity ho will dockm, 

^hi Diii'i-IlaKi, founded bj Akbar, had aa Important politj- 

allr«t«rDity, cal ugnificance. It was a religious commuuify, uniting in a 
politiofll fraternity a body of men the uiamberB whereof bound 
tbeTnselveB by oath to stand by tbs Emperor iq good and evil 
fortune, in happiness and in woo. Dnring the year 888 (1580 
A»D.) lb# four degrees of fatth iu His M^caty were defined. 
'Ifaese were (1] readi nswH to saeritics to the Emperor property, (gj 
life, 13) honour, imd (4) retigwiL Whoever sacrificed aU four tMagB 
possessed four degreoa and whoever sacrificed one possessed oua 
degree. AU the meoihers of the court had their names eurulled as 
faithful disciples. 


the EAU^jEHUE AE1L%B 


iVd 

All public cuirespoudtJEce and utber writiugH cotnm&tictid with 
Iht! wordH diioft-o-iltfciiT (God U great )p a^sodatiug Akbar'^ iiauiii 
with Ood and thu tifie of tht) time-hoaotired Bi^itta (in the natnc 
o1 God) wae dbconLinoeii The Islamitic were rejected 

us illibera! and maccurate, and the loat^ put down aa Taqlidi, 
or religioiia bUndnc^ Prajcra partaking uf the uattire of thoau 
of the fire-worshippers of Iran and the follow era of the Brdhma 
were introduced as more compreheusiFo and eflicaciooa. Mun^a 
reaizOii aluuc wfus acknowledged as the fundameutal baaifi ol all 
religions. A new era, acec^rding to the new fuith, was introduced Qcdlii»iic^ cil 
in all Oovertiineut records, and the mode of salMtatioD was 
changed. A member of the Divine Faith, when he naw anodier, 

«aid:—ditaft-o-4ifcar (God is great) to which the? other responded, 
(magniheent is Hie glorj'J. " The motive of ilk 
Mnjesty,^ writee Ahul FaaJ, “in foyiog down tbie mode of ^u* 
tatdon, ie to remind mem to think uf the origin of their 
existence, and to keep the Deity tn Ireah, ILvelj, and grate fid 
remooihraoce " The members □Lbstaiuod from eating Hesbjtbey 
were not even to approach it during tbe month of tboir birth. 

Instead of a dinner given in reniembrtince of a man after death, 
each member was to give a dinner dunng his lifotime. Ho was 
aku to arrange for a sumptuonfi feaet on tho anoiversw^ of hb 
birth-day, lb was absurd, it was argued, to oSer fuod, which 
was material, to tho spirit of w dead person, since he could not 
he benefited by it; it was more reaiioiiiiblc to have a. griLud 
on the day of one's birth. Every meiaher was to fast during 
the month of bk birth. 

An interesting easny by Mr K D. Maclagaoi L C, S., on jemu 
the Jesuit Mission t rtho Emperor Akbar" and based on 
recorded by the late Genorai R Msclagan^ was read In a inontii* 

Ij meeting uf the Asiatic Society of Bengal^ held on 1st April, 

1896* Jt dciscribes fully the proceedings of these Mkaions 
furnhihod hy the 

A letter ffom Father Aquaviva, wiitteii on the iTth of 
Beptember USE, fumkheB an intercBting aoconnt of the final 
stage of the first misainni It eayeThe Emperor bringi con¬ 
fusion in la the Court by tba many novelticB daily inlrodiiccd. 
among other things, ihc giving piabe to cncatucci^ m the Sun and 
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UuoQ, and fthstainiD^ frnin mRiiE: from Baltirday tiii^ht and alll 
Snndaj. T ba^p enrtaiu iiifornioirnn rbat manj of the heAlhcii» 
out of euporstitiOD, because it ia the day of the Suq and Mr>on, 
eat abaolntoly uothiug. Tej generalp it h forblddeo to kDI any 
tneat ijQ the market, and we are gencmllj UDable to get any to 
cat m Stindayfl. Two or three day* after their Lctit; hii? cona- 
tncDced a now Eaater has been introdueod caiHed on 

which it is cominf^nded that all the ohiefe ho drcAsed out in State, 
iiotl Ibton to mnsic and dance.'. T ouqnirod aF fcho Einpcro/-^ 
aBirologersp and they told me that it wnia a feai^t ohflorred hy the 
iiDcient fire-worshippiiig Kitigs of Faraia The MabBTurnadnoa 
were vfrry fiSandalised and wniihl not imitate tha ohESorTcra of the 
feaHt,“they cannot underhand wlicther they do these ihiogs 
becansc they like thorn or whetbet they do thrin by way of 
cxporitneiit. In truthp I aEeo eanutit undet^tand the tiiatlcr, 
for tho Emperor oonveracs with me familiarljj a& he has done 
this rainy season, always onquiring into the failhp and yet he 
aoems con fused with other ihingSp and confts^ to me one ^lay 
that he would he mneh surprised if one could really discern the 
irulh. On Tuesday, the 24th of September, the Entporor eaine in 
the afteriiu4)ti toaci:^ Ihc mniriage rjf Domingo Fir^ in our Chapeh 
We decoraLed the chapel very well and paiiitod t wn trophic^ in 
his honomp and Domingo Fires ordered a Foitiigiiese banquet 
tn be prepared Ftir him at oitt house* Tho Emperor was dohj^bt^ 
ed with everything, and shewed me much affoetJon for eatGitain- 
iog him to the best of my pnwnr. At the marriage, I prcai^ed 
asemion to the couple; the waman did not understand me^ and 
the Emperor interpreted to her In her own bnguagi;; what I was 
saying in Persian. The Emperor remained In onr house till 
□early S o'clock at nighti With great pleasure he brought to 
the house all the principal chiel't^ of the Mahaminadana and the 
beathem One of the hejithonSj a ruler in Lhtine lands, wait much 
amazed, and made a jest of the cliupeL Others, children of the 
Emperor, were preaentt and dlucd at ihe houae, m well m two 
of the principal Mikhanmiadgn chiefs whom the Emperor scut 
Ibr" 

Akbor, as a spiritual guide of the nation, toot people to 
cipleship. The offering of a yhw to His Majeaty waw I nicked npn 
as the means of solving difiiculUcig. Strcania of rick and iudigeut 
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women with infontA «t tKeir brcnsl.'. bc^am ani cripple*, were 
seen at Sikri tn enotoh one look frani tke Emperor •, or to f»cure 
?onie <jbject wlucli h(! hail touched—the posMseion o# each Qrticl« 
bclu{? coniidored propition*. Those at a diatauce offered their 
iianied in secret. When Bis Majesty left the court on tour, 
crowds of men and women from hamlets end towns waited on 
him witli offerings in their hand*, aiid. touching the ground with 
their foreheads, asked for lasting bli»i for no upright consciotice, 
for the birth of a ami, the reuaion of friends, a bog-life, increase 
of wealth, promotion of rauk and many other thiugs. His 
Maji«ty gnre aiwweis to everyone nod endeavoured t-j relieve 
their religious perplcsities. Instead of the usual tree of 
distsipleslup, the Emperor gave hi* disciples hb own Ukeuoss. 

They looked upon it as u symbol of Biith aud a safeguard 
of righteousr»ess and happioBas, nod placed it. enclosed in a 
jewelled case, in their tnrbans. 

Akbar adored the snn and made long prayers to it four 
tiniee a day; but be also allowed himfelf to be worshipped as a 
deity. Each moraing. na he appeared nt the window of the 
palace, miiltitudea of people prostrated themselves before him- 
Women brought their sick iiifaiits to receire his beuediettous 
aiuJ, on their recovery, offered him presents. People brought 
ciipj of water that he might breathe upon iL The Emperor took 
the water, esposed it to the raya of the £iiiu, and, after inutter- 
ii,g some fliicred words, or, in the eloquetit words of Abel Foal. 

** after reading the divine orders in the boik of fate. breathed 
iipciii iU 

Everything Mohamraadan was dwdaiutid, or discarded, and 
everything contrary lt> the faith of Islam eticouraged and 
iiitrodticed. Thus, it ww rulefl that the Stj-K nr pr.Jatiutluu, 
was due to kings, but, instead of Sijda, the word ifos 

(kisi-iug the gronudj wos used. The coiiM, instead of the Hijra 
yeor, wera to bear the era of Millennium. Wine waa allowed if 
used to promote the strength, or prescribed by (ho doctor. 

Intlucnced by the numerous Hindu princesses of the Harem, 

Hia Mojesly foreswore not ouly beef, but also garlic, oidoua ond 

the wearing of a beard. On the day of the Ik^wali festival, t!ip Dtwmil 

*jheii tlie Hindu* worship the cow, scvenil cows, adorned and 
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beautified, were brought before B.h Mafeslj,* Cases between 
Hindus were to be decided by learued Erabtnaii^^ imd net by 
MusHalmaii Quszb ned Muftia loaicsd of the osnal oath^ 
ordeoja wcro preBcribed, to determine the guilt cw innocence of 
oceiiBed peraons | heated iron woe pul into tlii^ir bani]!!, or they 
were msde to put their bauds into hot^ Iiquitl butter. If they 
were no hurt j they were dcielared lunoceut; if bnrt; they were 
considered goitty, AnuLher fono of trinl wn^ to make the 
uDCused jiioip into deep ronaing wafer; If lie cume to the florface 
before an arrow had r&tnmcd to the ground, which had been 
discharged when the nmii jumped into water^ he was cojuiderod 
guilty. 

The sha^iDg of the beard was looked upon ns the behest 
sign of friendship and affection for Oie Emperor; and tlie 
custom thiiB became genera!. Everything repugnant to Hindu 
taste was given up. The liDging of bells was introdiicedr 


D^q tud op|icmtioii to the tenets of Islam, ewine and dogs wore no 

Zurtmi! longer looked upon os uuolean, but kept In the Uarem and iti 

the vaults of the castilc. The Baying of souie sages that ^ a dog 
has ten virtues, and that* if a mac wore posaesaed of but one of 
them, he would be a saint,^ was cited as an arguiiieut f^rconBider- 
ing the dog clean. 

The flesh of the wild boar and tiger was permitted, on the 
ground that it would inTpart the courage po^rsea^cd by these 
animals to the person feeding on it. In favour of allowing the 
use of forbidden animals and luseotsi, the foil owing two vemcit 
from the Skdknmna of I^doMsi were constantly quoted at 
CiJtirt :— 

JJJl ^ij 

Anii-Mqml- tnWa^ tlifr tnilk of aji« ^HiueS ami eatlpg liznrib^ 

lie oTileri- Tlif' Arahi Bach pro^rw bare miide* 

TImt tlipy in™ flBpIrt t*? tbft ihrmc of Ft>JBiq, 

Fie upnn fute I Fie upon fstp 


The weariLg gf gold and silk dreaeta at the Uiijo of pm^er 
wastiiude egiDpiilmiy; the iBlainitie pmyers, the fesi oud the 


* tThilVtor fll, on thi Mniter ti( Giiltle, Ain^-AIAaTi. 
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pilgriiiiiige iftre forfaidden; circumcision before tlia uge of twelve 
Bras lield to be unlawful, and woa then left to the will of tho 
ppTsoiis who were to be operated upon; the Hijra year was abolished 
and the year commoncinR with the Etnperer's aewsfiioo iatroduced : 
it waa called the rana-i*/fa/it ;the reading and learning of Ara¬ 
bic hy the cotnraoa people was prohibited, hecauaa such people 
wero the cause of much miscliief; the study of the Mohaiu medau 
Law was disapproved; astronomy, philoaophyt medicine, mathe- 
matidi, poetry, history and novels were studied and eonridered 


neceafiiiry. 

His WflijeEty, hftsiug been informed of the feasfes of the Jam- Feutt* 
gheda hulI the fcaluals of the Pa^is, iudopled them and uiarie 
them QcciiiiLonfi for coaferring benefits ou the people^ The people 
baited these occasions with rcjoiinug, and there ft display of 
aplondoiir at the court, which bocnEno ft scene of pdety aud 
merry-making, The most importruit foftst yeafs 

dny^ which Inated from the heginaiog to the 10th oi the month 
of Farwnrdim On the firat duya of thia feast coloured lamps were 
lighted in the palace for three tiights, and on the second lor 
one night, and the joy waa general. The last day of JdffinA- 
youTQSj on which the sun entered the nineteenth degree of Aries^ 
was considered particulatly holy by Hia Majesty. On this day 
the gj^odeea were promoted^ or received Jagirs or horses and 
dresses of honoar^ according to their respective ranks. 

Again, HU Majesty, following the custom of the ancient Parsis. 
hdd splendid bani:iueta on thoae days the namea of which coin¬ 
cided with the nmne of a month. Thus, banquets were held cm 


the 19th Farwardin^ Ard Urclihckhisht I 6th Khurdadt 13th lir ; 
nh Amurdad- 4th Shahriwar; I6th Mahir; lOth Abou; 0th 
Aaar; Stb, loth, 2ard IM; 2ud Bahmnn “ Sth lafondiirmuz. Feasts 
were held on each of these days. Playing with dice, and the taking 
of interest on money loans advanced were hold to he lawfiiL wtviL 
The Emperor enconraged uaury by building a house at 

the court and advancing money froiaa the e^tchcqner on intercut 
the players 


On new yearns day fancy ba^Ars were, under tln^ orders of 
Hia Majesty, opened for a atated period, for theaiuiigement of the 
Begania and ladfoq of the "Royal Horom and ako of oth er married 
ladlee. The Emperor was profuse in spending money on such 
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occaeioEfi. ImportaEt pfikins of the Harem people dacidertj 
Bocurriftge enutracU made and betriidtiiils of anti girls arrangoj 
at such ineetipga, 

SActthl mefWitli a irie^ to establkhin^ barmanj ftinanjf people of 
diffctcpt ckiscs* Akbor lieUsanial meetings called ^feasts of 
liieofkhip and nniijp/ to wbieb large p am bens of people were 
inritedi They all partook of Hia Majestj'j hospitalityi and ho 
cheered them all with hh ofTiible dmpoaition. * Through the 
di^Lplioe and carefal arrtLPgemeDLa of His Majesty * observes 
AbuL Fa 2 l in the Aiii| ^ the c^nurt vfo.^ cliatiged from a field of 
ambitfops strife into a temple of a higher worldp and the egotism 
and conceit of men directed to the wotHliip of God. Even 
frivolous and worldly people learnt mai Iq Lheir private life and 
attachment mud Injalty to the throne/ * 

On the first feast day of every months the Emperor held a 

jDjfnl divii. large fair for the pnrpasc, a^izorduig to Abul Pazh *of eTH^airiog 
into the many wanderfal things in thia worlds Merchants csliibi- 
ted their articles for Bnk. Tho mcrabera of the Royal Hareto 
graced tlie fair with thoir preseDca and the ladies of the nobility 
were ako invitei^L Baying and soiling was the order of the dity* 
Bis Majesty ^elected articles for purchase at filled prices, thus 
adding greatly to hk knowledge*^ * The secrets of the Empim* 
the character of the people^ the conduct of the oEllcials and the 
state of each offiiBe and workshop were fully knowm^ After the 
Fancy ba^sara for bdie^ boxara for men were held* and in them 
merchants from all countries produ(!ed their wares for sale. All 
Boris of pcopln were freely ndniilted to these farm and mou 
liaving grievances against any ofiiclal had free access to the 
Emperor to lay their oomptaint^ be Tore hi in* without lundmiice 
from the nmee-benrers. 

Couvettlon Hindus who had been compelled to become converts to 

to oLlHir _ , , * 

JaitJu Mohaniadanlsmp while fitill too young to underataiiLl the nature 

of their netj were left at liberty, on reaching the age of divert lieu * 
to return !■& the faith of their ancestoi^ No man was to he 
molested or interfered with in nay way on account of hia teligiou ; 
evciyone was allowed to renounce his own religion and citihraco 
another, os suited his taste and couvemaocs. If a Hindu Tvotiiau 
fell ip love with a Mohumadan and changed hor religitiUg she was 
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tiikeo frgtu liis simlody by force and given back to bcr own family- 
In tbc sama wnyi if a Uussalman wnman fell in lov e wifct a Hindu, 
abi 2 was prevented from joinLfig fliodui. No oue ww allowed to 
meddle with the religloua leUef and liberty of another; overyona 
was at liberty to bnilJ churcbc^i prayer mtuna, idol temples or fire 
tonlples as he pleased. Perfect liberty of action was given, and 
no enMiimgenletit shown to any pardcolae aact or prcfcrcnca 
given to people nf one aeet over iho&e of anfither. 

Akbar was a great patron of bgrticultoro, Skilfal 
were brought from Iran and Tnnin to Agra and Fnltebpiir Sikri^ 
and were apeeially patronised by him. The work of plant- 
iug new trees and liowera of voricna kinds was earned on 
with much vlgoar. Ripe fruits were imported from Kabuli 
Kandbor and liasbmcrei and melons, pears and apples from 
Samarkand. 

Akbar abhorred cruotty to animals, and towards the end ofHk bnma- 
hi^ life even gave up bueting and animal fightiug. He was 
often heard to say: " O that my body were larger than oil bodies 
together, bo that the people of the world conM feed on it without. 
de 6 tro 3 dng other living noimaLs^ Oat of bene vole noe to mankind 
he never liked to call a bandtih (slave) aa suebj for he bolioved 
miistersbip to be the domain of the One invisible Ood. He 
thereforc called this class of merv which in Elindf 

Higoifiea a * Jhithfiil disciple/ All His Maj cetyls discipka were a!ai> 
cailled c7wftis. He raised these people, accordieg to their desert, 
tD high officosj from the position uf a common saldior to higher 
dignities in the State. 

As an eJSJunpte of Akbar'a htituaikity^ it is stated that, when eHuuplc- 
ilcinuj. after his deleat in 152G, in the bnLtle of Paul pat—that 
desert which from the daya of Mahabhurata had served oa 
the hattlEifield of nations—^vvaa brought before Akbar, then a bay, 
struck by ati arrow iu tho eye| and Akhar waa asked by Eahram 
Khan to strike ofif the prHouePa head, and tljua.by slaying 
an iuddel, win £>r hlniBelf the title of Gha^it nr a hero in the 
cause of Islam■ the gsneromi hoy shrunk from tbs idea of kiUing 
a hdlco and helpless foe. On tbiSj Bahrami to avoid delay, .md 
* to accuatmn hLi young sovereign to the sight of blood/ hiinself 
cut od Hoinu's head. 
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Am iLfftancc of the fimperor'a tciiiiernesii of ilbptetiun m 
given by B&dnanL When Uw Majesty reacheJ i'atehfriir Hikn 
from AlimcdabaL], io Jane 1573. Hasaio Kuli Khmn, governor of 
the Panjab, broyght to him three buildreii priaoctera fpniii the army 
of the rebel, Ibrahim whom ho loul defeated Hear Moltau. 

Among the-se prinoDers was Mosiici Hosain Minea, a gcTteral of 
Ibrabim. Ma^iud's ejea wore aewed yp, but Akbfir ordered them 
lo be epeaed. The other captives were all covered with the 
Kkioaof bogQ, aiisea and dogs, bQt the Emperor gave a free 
|]ardo[i to them aUj iDdudiiig Mastidj and liberated the ns. 

The Jesuit Father wbo Tisisted Akhir ja Fattehpur Sitri 
in l5Si^ has recorded a atory of the Emperors gentle temiier. 
Onccj when Hb Majesty was cd the Jhelum, twelve abaenLees 
were produced before bim for puaishment UaviBg hetird the 
case peraonally and given It his mature consideratioo, ho orders 
some of them to be beheaded and others to be kept in euafiue- 
meat Amongst the first, r convict begged Hb Majesty to be 
allowed to speak On being pcrmlttei], be begged the king that 
he mighli Pot be killadr ns he po^ei^d an art io which no body 
in iho world cscelled him. On the king^s afikmg tn what art he 
rsferred, he replied ; *' Lord! of the onivcr^ni I ^g better than 
any one." "^^Thea aiogj" said the Eoipemr^ Tho poor devil 
began hia performance ^0 wretchedly that tlic Emperor coukl ant 
suppress hh laughter^ Ou thlii the priecDer rsmiirked: " Astylnm 
of the worldf ptu-don me i I am very hoaiise to-day, and caaaot 
amg.^ Thin rnmajk pleased Hia Majeaty so well that he nut 
only foigare the man, but also modified hh order condemning 
the deserters to deaths nod they were kept in confidement imLil 
he sbonld order further enquiry into their oifeuee^ * 

Akbar disliked the enstom of Hindustan whereby a mao i* 
amiried to a woman whom bo liovnr Aenn, and with whom 
he has not associated. He maiutniued that the conaeut of the 
bride and the bridegroamp and the permWon of the parents^ 
if the couple to be boaad by inarriage tie were ndiiorv woa ne^ 
cessary to render a marriage coutraizt lawfuL He disapproved 
of marriage between a min aud womau bofoni they liaii reacbed 
yearH of discretion, maintaining that sneU a unioa caused aerioua 
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want vf lovo wheo the cfluple ri|>eneil into iimnho™ mill mfida 
llieif hou^c tkher ileaolate Of unhappy in afttr life. Hurriiifie 
was neopsaorj for the stability of the bmuan reoe, the durabtlity 
and progress of the world. It acted as a preventive agninsL lU 
outhceak of evil ptisstoos, ns a check ogalDst wicked and 
aiuful human propeuHtieaj it led to the ostabtishment of 
bomcB and proonated happiaess and comfort. But people, in 
coplraetiag marriages, must he actuated by higher motives 
thsD mere sensual gratificatiou; they uiiift be imhued with 
notions of spiritual nnion, and this could only he attained 
by equality of rffienec in mamages. Uc passed an ^ 

prohibiting uiamagc between first coosius and near rcla- 
becauat! it was destructive of sciual appetite. Boys 
were not to (natTy before the ago of IS, or girls before fourteeji. 
because the offi-pring of early uifliriage was weakly. Ho 
appointed oBicei's called Tftvl Bttji, or Bjaslers of inimlagBS* to 
regulate and arruiige luaniages. They made enquiries into the 
circumstances of the biitlegfoom and bride, and ihnj were paid 
by a tsjt levied from both the contracting partiefl. According to 
Abol Fail, the pajnieut of this tas was looked upon as 'aufr 
picions’, and it was levied to enable people ‘ to show tbeir grati* 
tude.' UansftbdarB commanding from five to one thousand paid 
ten gold mahnrs; Uausabdars of oug thoiisaud to five hnndred 
paid four mohure; Commanders of oue hundred, two raehurs; 
ComraaDders of forty, one moliur; Commanders of ten, four 
rupees. The latter fee was also paid by rich people. The 
middle classea paid one rupee nad the cDinmim people ono 
cfriiii. The coniiiion people were also to cause their maningos to 
be rfgiflltired in tbe KotwttTs offiect, 

Ilis Majesty disapproved of high dowries, fisted extravagantly Pewer*. 
without regard to tha means of the eontmetiiig parties, the 
atfdir heiiigra mere sham; but he adinilterd that high dowries 
acted aa a provcalive agaiuat rash divorcea, 

rie did not approve of a moo mairyiog moro than one wife, puiyijuay. 
fur polygamy ruioiid a man's hsaltli aud dlatiirbod the peace of the 
house. Intercourse with a progoant woman, or with ono old ood 
buicn, Of with girla under the age of puberty, was prohibited 
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He old womtu who took jouug hutibatiils?, bcE^ti^c ihia 

wna Bgainst nil modwty. SiuiilarU-, women whose period uf 
fertititj had ee&sod wore not lo marry; but widows, if they Hted, 
might, subject to tli« above proviaioa, marry. No Oue wii« to 
many more than ooc wife, except m the case of barrenac^i iu 
all otber cases the rule observed was ‘ ouc Qud oud one wife.’ 

A Qindu girl who lost her hnsbati J before cooaumaialloo of 
uianiaoe was not to be burnt. Rut a EliaJu woman wbo wlslmd 

o 

Iq burn herself ou ihe fniifiral pyre of her husbaDti was at llbtjrty 
to du go; blit she wna out to be farmed to eominit the act. 

Akboj was strict in the adruinistmtiodi of juatieei He bciiiJ 
all causes and investigated oTerytiiing which required hm 
ordorap himself pcmonlly. The Jesuit priest froni Goa w^Iio 
visited the Court at FatLehpur in toSSpSaya: '^Kecan ndilitr 
read nor write, but is ostremoly e:igor after knowledge and hji^ 
always learned men about him whoTU he iovites to discuss or 
narrate ooe thing or aiiother. While he halts lo any plaecp no 
f>ersnn may be put to death without bis permksiou. He uImj 
hofi all the facta of important civil suits eommunicalied to hJni.'^ 
He patiently heard matters of all kin da and he fuuud time for it. 
It was a pleasure to him to work in order to dispense ju^tico 
between man and iDfm„ 

Akbar was abstemious and sparing iu his diet ilo abstaincLl 
from llesh, and whole months passed without liia tnuchiag it. 
He lived moBtiy on riec, milk aud sweetmeats and never made 
more than one meal lu the of the ttveoty-rour honr?^ 

The food was first tasted by the Ulr Bakha'vVul^, or mailer 
of the kitchen, served up in dishes of gold and silvor, stone and 
earthenware, and Lied up in red or white cloths and sealed and 
thou carried to the apartmenlg of the Emperor, guarded by mace- 
bearers* Bags duly s&akd, containing varbui kiuds of bread 
BiLUcea of ciirdSf plates of pickles and varione greens, were for¬ 
warded in the sainn manner^ The servants of the palace agoJo 
tasted the food, and, the dL&hc$ having been arranged on a tabb 
cloth spread on the gmunJ, Bh Majesty partook of thezn* After 
be had dined^ he proetruted himscLf in prayen It happoDod iu 
loSO that, while Akbar was sitting at his an idea occurred 
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to bitn tlftt, while he was erjoji inp bis ineals, thereinight bohunfrry 
pprsbrw^ who had loohed upoD hla vietueb witl. longiog eyefe 
*' Bow. therefore." asks the hiBtamn Mirza iJiwMiitiddin Ahmad. 

■‘could he eat while the himgrywere debarred from it? 
therefore, ordered that a part of the food prepared for himeelfl^ 
fir«t given out to hung.? l^rBOos. and that afterwards 
be served It wiU oppenr that hb tend^rnm e^ltaded to aHp 
withooL distimclion of ruce or cr^cd. 

Aa Hi^5 hlajeaty regulated hit food, so he waa atrict his 

driuk. fie did tmt drink weU water, aod was very carefol as to 
its wholesomeiiegs and purity. His JfHiorWiuJifl, or place for 
keepioi^ water for drtnkiiif, forms the Buhjedt of a separate 
chapter ie the Aiv. Hit Majesty called water 'the source of 
life* ‘Ih-vater of immortality' rAh-i^Jfuyat;. Whether at home 
or OH tmrel, he used Onaget water, which came sealed lu jam 

from Sarito, the nearest Btalioa on the Ganges to Agra when the 
court was at the place last mentioned, or at Fatlehpur, ami 
trustworthy persons were employed to despatch water from the 
river bank. Food for His Majesty was cooked with ram water, 
or water hronglit from the Jamna, or Gm Cheuab [when the 
Emperor was in the Punjab), hut a little Ganges water was 
iovariably miaed with it. Mo shunned the pleasures of the 
ivorld “ In Multan,'’ writea the author of the Dahistan. “I saw 
.^hah'salinmllah, whohaa rmmnnccd the world and Is a nnitarmn, 

Ho is verv rigid in dis^pline and avoids the Society of man. 

Ho said ha had often been with Jalalnddin Akbar and hud heard 
him frequently say : ' Hud I previously rhe knowledgo which 1 
po^e^s DOW, 1 would have never chosen a wife for myself; for 
o„ old womeu 1 leak as mnthen., on women of my own ago as 
Mstem ULd on girls as daughters.' A Mend of mine «nd he had 

heard the same reported of Akbar by Xuwab Lushtar Khau of 
Mushhed." 

Akbar spent nights in the private audience hall in the com- |UvW™ at 
nany of philosopherfl and in diseourBes with learned men. At ■ * '"*■ 

these meetioga old institutions were deacrihed and new ideas 
were hailed with delight. He took a little sleep m the evening 
„„d again hr the murntug. M the nightly moctiugs, 

Majesty started fitting Bubjccte for conversation, while ou nthor 
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ofTairB of Stnte wsra brought fonrard and nrrtera pajti^t^ 
Fotir iv'aleljes befone fiuuri&e^ he tired to Iiie privaEo apurtipc^nb# 
for the pnrpnee of foiitemplnticin mid prayer, nndp abcmt u wntch 
before dn]r-breiik^ he wji8 eDUrtained b/ tmidemoji who sang^iiga 
m*iJ religious strama. Smti nihar dji3hrc:at, he nppeiired iit 
the balcoajr m^d received the a^liitations of the xiiiiltitudo who 
j^tood below^ This, in th(i faugnjige of Ibe ^^onirtry, was calEed 
JMrsfmn (view). He then reeeiverj the inemhera of the 
Harem oud traaeacted ^me busiaessL Thou ho retired to hia 
private apartments for a little repa^« Tnwnrda overiiigp be 
appeared at a iviadoTr which opened into the Sttvto Hall and 
here he transacted bui^iao^ auil dispoEiAod jufllico^ 

Hia Dr«i. Following ilip practice of the Sufi^ (from su,/^ Akhar pre¬ 
ferred to tvear w^oollen stufTs^ eapocially p^hawls. Tie chaugeJ 
tho natuei^ af many gafEuents and iuvealed Id?? own terms amj 
names far thcim 


indomitable courage atid invincible bra very, Athar 
added prodigSoLis btHlUy strength, u^bich, with his great prefepco 
of mind smd extrnnrdiaary tact anJ personal dexterity, nevef 
Ciiled him in the severest friak. lie was fond of sport si od 
of wituesEipg animal fights and took great delight in the 
combats of clcphantsj which he at Limes condactad pcraonslly, 
ComtmtHof himself acting in tho pbee af the lAi/mTcaf, or elephnijt driver, 
rUiihutB. making the rival oaimak fight. An iaclilent of the atli 

year of the reign, which took place at Agra, k dcj^erilied by 
Abfjl Fazl ia the AkbnrTiamfl; it strikingly iliustrates the 
chivaIrmiH apiiit and prowess posiP^^d bj thia reinarhable 


Rirtnftrkiblc 
fnti 
uf niaitr 
rktfrtformed by 


luao. Iii tbe ckthigtm* grounds rutaide the Fort of Agm, which 
hftd been laid out for Hifl Mojeflty’a pleasure, two State elcphniitM 
of tho moat fierce type, uamed Hoicjsii aad i?«n UM, which Could 
uot be nmirqged by tbe mtiat skilful Uraers. wore made to fight 
with each other. Tlie eufirc court aasecibled to witness the KceDc. 
While the elephant ifaiiai wob iu the height of ferocity imd excite- 
lueut, Akber mounted it and made it cluirge the riral clephaut, 
which was espally frantic and iinpetuoii*. The priucea ami 
no bles ttmembled, consi dering that the life of their K^|lg^¥aa 


.A Kuna rafcimljlin'j erfakEt or letmis, but jil.vetl tin iMHebsek. 
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endaugijreclj bocamo alarmed^ and the greateat consteraation 
prevailed, ot the mmi present, even the greatest Lords 

however, had the to repreaeqt bo the King the feare 

they enl^rtniueJ for Ills life. A.t length they comiuujiicated 
their apprehonaiont to Shnnisiiddin Bdahomed Atgnh Khan,* 
who wae in high favour ^vith the Emparori Thifl nobloi ap¬ 
proaching the Eluperor^s elephant, repreaetitod to Hia Majesty with 
^'folded bnndd the axuEiety and dlsiiiay th« nobility were feeling 
at the figiiK and begged of him to dkoiount, Akhax threatened 
to throw himf^etf off tha elephant if Algah persiateil in hia request^ 
and bade him depart. Then, vdth u turn and twist of the driving 
iriPCrumetit.ftud with n &kiiI which ofitonished all the hy-gtandors, 
he tnado fltrike the rival oleplmiit with his heinl, atid« the 

AUlaeks being contJnued amid uproar of the populace, /fiin Bakti 
gave way nnil Hed in the directiun of the rivers The Emperor 
with hh* elephiuit fnllowefl him. The worsted elephant made his 
way to the bridge of boats. ffVjtoa* wtib rlosa on hia hcelf^, Th^ 
nuuruiciuti weight of the huge anltiiLdi caii^d the boats of which 
the bridge was fortued toahoke violently,which created fresh alnjnn 
for fear the bridge should give way. The byo-^tandors throw them¬ 
selves into the river on both sides of the bridge, and, swiniming 
in the water, followed the running ekpbanta with the object of 
adsifltiug the Emperor, who was still on tho bock of Both 

elephants cro^d the briilge insafetypamh tho defeat of B^h 
beiug eomplctedg all cause for aojtiety was removod. The Emperor 
came down and was hailed with feelings of mtenso joy by hta 
Anun4, who congratulated him on hia suocesB. Shekh Abul Fics! 
here writes. His Majesty had repeatedly told him ia private 
audiences: ^ ’When I mount a furiousdcpbrnit which hag thrown 
its driver, t do so with ao nnshakou belief and trust in Qod who 
liafi given lue life and male me prosperfma aud strong, for without 
hi is grace I eonld not do anythin The Shekh, m his real to 
fiatter the King, atirigna the Emperor's fcata of valour dbplajed 
on uucli {KcarionSr to Mtijenty^B " illuminated and enlightened 
mind, which enabled him to see future events and to judge with 
hia extraordinary wisdoiM about the in'- 

* Hb wile bflmmt wet unrae irt Akbir wb*ll the Utter wm bnm at 

a ilH:Fk»L HnjiiajQll ^iiinfrrreil on him tlie tttln !jf i/f J-i .tn^pa^ He ^ai ap- 
|puUiiti4 GtivEfiaur lii Oie bj' AfelKir. Ub iMrAtml Byrmra KluLn near 

Ji«ll4Ui4tLhr iiefnrfl AkUr CiiuTil opmn fur wliMib wri^kit Akh«: Iwnfrared tiini 
witik the title of Amm Kb^y- 
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Akbar rode OT&iy kind of elcphani and mttdc it nbodiani to 
tia ooiQmBud, He put Iii§ feot on the tniiik aud inounted it 
(|i)]ckiyj eten whan the miitaal was in tho Tutting wnnoUj to thn 
astonishroeut of all the spectatora. Ope *wift*pneed elephant, 
with & cowfoitable turret on its baek, wns always ready at the 
p*W for His Mnjasty'a tiBe. Courier horses were idniilarly 
kupt in at the palace* 

laic^^dcl Attbftf took greftt delight in a variety of games and fights 

hetween animals, from elephants to (Jeer and rams, aod from cocks 
to nightingales. Hr was fond of withe wing the pcrrorronncca nf 
wrestlers and kept in liLs court noted wr»>stl 0 rfionil hosera from Ima 
and Tnran. Every day two well matched men fought with erndt 
other- We find among the wrestlers the names of Wirza Khnn 
of Giilan; Uohammarl RuU of Tabrer, to whom Hia Majesty gave 
the title Skur Uaiala, or lion utUeker; of Bokhara; 

Murad of Turkistnu ; Muhammad Ali of Turan ; Shah Kidi of 
Kardistan; HUal of Abyseinia | Sri Bsni, Mangel, Rauhia, Qanesh, 
Auba. Nanak, Balbhliadcrt &c., of Hiuduatan. 

fluiite. Out of curiosity, Akbnr liked to sec even spiders tight. ITo 
had au entvumiig mind and bis object was to acquire a knowledge 
of nature and to see the wonders of creatiob. 

Humiiia- He was foud of hunting. Ho kept hunting dogs,* and 

tamed antelopcjs and punthcra to hunt other wild beasts. If eta 
were fastened to the horua of twiied antelopes to entangle 
wild animals. He romeinbered the names of nil hLa elephants, 
gave names to hia hotseSj wild beusta, antelopes nod pigeons 
and knew each of them by its name. The Ain centain? 
regnlationa for the tnafiagEmeiit of the numerous departments ef 
domesticated animats and birds and the establbhuient attached 
to each. Akbai closely supervised each department and took a 
AkWstm*t-keeu interest iu it. In the midst of these diveraiena he dcs* 
patched importaot State bnsinees and passed orders on serious 
State questions of an urgent character, which were brought before 
him. 

Abul Fazl has given several iustances of Akbai'a physical 
octivitv, courage and expertness of mind. Once information was 

• AkWl hiiBtbiC dosB caJmtf moQtly fmm Kiilmk Itm the 

LHatriotr nfflfUs of PInrtlE. mttn [nTUkmEqtH! Ui3 nAtrm irm ifrcn 

lo ihisiii.— 
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givcQ Of « iiumHsnting tiger hevlug nude itu app^e io the lo 

Dietrier uf Bari- Es ilajeaty tuenntid the elepbaat ^ahai 
Kbuu und repaired to tbo jangle. Ibe tiger, being earage^ 
its clawa in the fnrebead nf the eUpbaat and dragged ita head to 
the ground, bnt waa killed by the aUendatHa. On aiiother ocCMiOD 
during the QainmynA bant (or chase tW which drivers are em¬ 
ployed) a tiger which had been abirbed attacked the Emperor, 
who shot it throagh the head and killed it. Once, id a hunting 
partv. a tiger struct one nf the men t(* the ground. ^ Majesty 
aimed at the brute, killed it and anved the man*# life. In the 
Mathra forest a {olbwer hecania suddunly temfiedat the sight 

of a tiger. But Akbar kept his ground and looked fatiDiifily at 

Lhe brute, which crouched down and was kitted. In 1561, when 
Akbar was a youth of ninetceD, he set out on his return march 
from 5lalwa to Agro. While riding ahc.id alone, m the uejgbbmiJ^ 
hood of Narwar, besaddenly cmne across a tiger with film cute 
which came out of the jungle ca bis path. Withnut tho slight^ 
hesitation, he drew his sword and atone blow 
head rotting on the ground When his retinue, which had k^n 
left behind, came up. the boy Emperor was seen standing quietly 
ocat his dead fne. His ehiofs tecogiiirod m him a youth of great 
personal bravery and endnwod with cool resolution and deter- 

initied Action, 

Various examples are given of Akbar's valour in the field of 

liattle. The calm dcrotiop. tact mid gallantry be displayed m h»tti.. 
the siege of Cbittor (IStiTriiSj deserve meution. The reigmug 
Rana was Ude Singh, sou of Rana Sangu, Baber's competitor, 
aud the plaee was regarded by the Rajputs of Mewar as a 
«mcluary of their power, mid the stronghold of Hindu mdepeu- 
deuce. Akbar prosecuted the aiege with great caution and 
regularity, and laid bis trouches after the fashion of 
European warfare.* He eimmraed the ^minu test de^s o^ 
bis approaches and was indefatigable in his siip^utondeneu of 
an undertaking which was to serve as a landmwk on Im 
nuth of glory. So concerned was ho about this war that ho made 
nolomn vow to travel on foot to the grave of the most roverod 
anint Moia-ud-din Ckmi of Ajmere, to m respecto to it, os 


• Eljtbinitnnet VoL 11+ 






228 


AKHAlt ANI» BTS COURT. 


eocm the place ahoiiM tall He cgn 5 ^rllctad two BfihfAta or 
sng-zag approaches, fonned b}' gabbus and trenches thrown np 
to reach the Walls of the fort, to be breached by mioiog. Akbar 
cheered bia Boldiers to deeds of valour, ftod his presonee excrcbed 
a magic influence over theoL Akbar'a own mirspidity and 
contempt for danger set a living example to his followers and 
spurred them on to derfa of bravery. On one occaBion as he 
was directing iho siogc operations at a place w'fiore a lively fire 
of maU^lonks and artillery wm maintaiiied by the enemy^ 
oldhoq ball from the fort fell bear bin], hot left him untouched, 
aUhough it stretched tiveoty of hia foliowers on the ground. 
Ob another dccelgioh his gencnil, Khan-hAjam, was standing 
by hLs side when a bullet hit him and pa^ed through his coat-of- 
mail and tonic, but it was checked iu the inner garmebt and 
caused no injury, and it was considered that he owed his litb to 
the good fortnno attendant on the Emperor's presenee, Akbar was 
so unremitting iu hia ^cal and activity that ho would often take 
bp a gun and fire at one of the onemy oa the ramparts of tho 
citadel with effects Ooe night, as he was viaating the treachos, 
he perceived,, by the fitful lightp amoug the hoat of BiijpN>oU| u 
person of commanding aspect armed in mail directing the repairs 
of the trenches by torch-light Forthwith the Emperor snatched 
Sangrmn. hk favaiite gun, from hk atbendant and shat hiin in 
the foreheaA At this time Akbar was not aware who his vlctiui 
WM. Prcaently, he turned la Ifaja Bhagwan Ehii* and remark¬ 
ed that felt afraid fram his stcadines of haud that ho must 
have hit his inorlc*' In Lfuth, ho had braught down his lor- 
midable foe, for the Jhllen heru wan an other than tho lion of 
Chittor, Jay Mai, governor of the place, a chief of great cotimge 
and ability. 1'hc garriaoii, on seeing that their gatlant Ecador 
no more;, lost all heart, and abandoniog the trenches, with- 
dreiv to the interior of the fort The body of Jay Mai was 
carried to the tomb, where the woman committed them eel vee 
to the flames with their leader's body* Nine queens, five prin¬ 
cesses, with two iuiknt &tms, and many wive* of commanders 
immolated thcmselveH on the burning pyre. The men ran out 
to meet deaths, and, the Mohammedans mounting tho ramparts 
unopiHwed, B deaperato fight tools place, in which eight thousand 
Rajpoota felL By day 'break Chittor was reduced and Akbar, 
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tnniinHiig hb elephaut, AdTiian S/n'AoA, entered it m triumph. 

From the Taiuparts of the fort there waved now in tho pliwo 
of the 8tia ham t er of the Rnna, the green staiidnrd of Islam* 

On 8th Fehmaty 1658, Akbar, in pHrsuajice of his 'ow 
travelled barefooted and in homely garb, with a small retinno, to- - 
wards Ajniere,to pay hi# boiuaga to .the shnno of the saint. He 
had travailed as br as Mandelgarh when one of the disciplea nt 
the shrine heard the Saint in bb dream saying that Hie Holiness 
had been strongly impressed with the SBiue of piety and devo¬ 
tion which the Emperor enterlained for him, and that conse- 
(piebtly ha tvas pleased to direct that his Majesty should, 
dispense with continuing further a jotimey so mconvenienL 
to himself. Aecordiogly, tie Eniperor perEormeii the ramaindcr 
of hie journey on horse-back until within one stage of Ajmeco 
when be alighted and rcHumed hi« journey on foot, reaching 
the maiisoteura safely on Sunday, the fitb March, 165S- 

Iti comuianioration of his victory at Ohittorc, Akbar caused 
a pyramidal coluuin of white stone, 35 feet high, tn be erected 
on the spot where his tent had stood. The summit was crown¬ 
ed with a huge lamp, access to which was obtained by a spiral 
inner atuircase. It is called At bar's (f^o, nr Akbar^s lamp. 

Another mcaHure which Akbar adopted to oominemorate the 
event was the coustractioii of two gigantic atooB elephuiitii with oi 

the figures of Jtjy Mai and Patta, the Rajput gcncralfi of Chittor, ’ 

sitting on each- The Mahrattas when they captured Delhi, 
towards the end of last century, wreaked their vcngefUicQ by 
breaking them to pieces and burying the plecea underground 
After the Mutiny the English found them uninjnTcd,fant riderleas, 
buried 12 feci uuderground. They wore disinterred, aud uue 
of them now stands in ibe public garden at Delhi. 

Akbar genemlty bunted leopards thirty or forty kos from jjnatiiit 
Agra. Ho bad tho faunlty of tamiBg a newly caught leopard for 
the chase in the short space of uighfeen days, The reyaJ leo¬ 
pard-keepers (of whom there were some two hundred) with diffi¬ 
culty trained it in a space of two or three months. 

Two remarkable stories of leopard-taming ore meutioned by Bemsrbsbk 
Ahul Fozl, and are credited as miracles of Akbar. Ones 
leopard which had been caught, at a mere hint froin His Majesty, 
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&iid witboQl; any firovkud Lnuntag, broughfc a prey fqr Akbnr. 
' TkoRB who were present hmd their ^ym opened to truths* At an¬ 
other time/actraeted bj the wonderful iniluoDee of tbe iovbg 
heart of Hia ilajeaty/ a leopard followed the Imperial suite with¬ 
out tollar or dmoi and obeyed every command like a ^naible 
man. Ooce a tmne deer made fneudahtp with a tame leopard. 
They lived together and enjoyed each other's company. The 
leopard] when let loose against othor deerp would not molest them. 
Previously leoparda were never allowed to reatain at liberty 
towards the close of the day j bntj in coasequenee of the practical 
mica of training framed by Akbar/bej w'cre, in hifl time, let looso 
in the evening and yet reinaLDod obedienL The practice efblind¬ 
folding them was diacputinned, and they were kept without 
covers for Ibeit beads without becoming numaDagcablc or mol eat¬ 
ing by-standera 

Deer ware hunted by tamed kopordsu They got the ^ent of 
the prey and indicated ita posiliosu They were taught, 
after having been ahown a dcor from a distanccp to lie in 
iiinbush until the time caiaa for them to epriug and catch 
the onimalp The featis performed by this animal show 
what artificer he reaorta to in {^pturing his prey. In order 
to conceal himself, he would raise up dust with hb fore feet and 
hind legs, or lie down so flat that it would be impossible to distin¬ 
guish him from the surface of the ground. Akbur was greatly 
skilled in doer hunting. He could toll, by merely seeing the 
bide, to what bun dog ground the deer had belonged. 

Deer were al&o hunted with deer. A lamad and trfdncd 
deer was let off, with a net put over his horas^ which In the cciirsc 
of the struggle with the wild deer caused the latter b boro, or foot* 
or eof] to bo entangled in it, whereupon the huritors, who laj' in 
urnbuahf came and caught it 

Many atnties ore related of the sagacity and fidelity of deer. 
Abul Fozl gives an accouut of oae treioed deer which caused 
much ECDsatioTi at Court It had run away from Allahabad^ 
where U had been taken from the Punjabi ondj after crossing 
rivere and pluIuSj retnnied to its home in the Punfab and rqoiued 
its former keeper. The sonud taf musicftl inatruraents fascinates 
deeTi M aUo does tflngiug, Akbar, however, diEapprevnd of 
thcM methods of hunting deer. 
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AkUvr kept doot ituda; and the aniniftb horn in taptivily 
wore Huiplnjcfl for diluting purpoftesi. Hi* Maj»ty dcTisad new 
methoda of IiiiutLug deer, The iikiiis were often giren awny to 
poor people preflviit*. 

In fulfil roetit of a vow made by Akbar on the birth-day 
the heir*appaientf Saloiu, he never hunted on Keidaya Fie 
iiffid the Siah-gafth, n plucky Uw!e animal, for hunting the 
hare and the fo*. It also tilled black deer 

Previously, wild elephants were hnnted with the aid of the 
boating of drums mid blowing of pipes • the noise thua created 
conFoaiug the unwieldy auimtil auti frightitoing it, tliey ran 
in all direetions in their terror, when Ihe huotart threw i-opee 
round their necks or fact and caught them. Tuine female cle- 
phautfl were also employed io catching wild elepbanta. The 
driver stretched himself on the hack of the female elephant and 
became motionless, bo as not Lo betray hk presence. The male 
elephant approached the female and was caught by means of 
ropes. Another melhod was to cause wild clephauta tu fall into 
a pit covered with grass, where they were then starved and kept 
without water nntQ tamed Another was to catch elephants by 
kindling fires and making much noise round their retreat, where 
an fkitificial door was put on one ads of an artificial ditch. The 
animal was driven to it and caught with a rope, Uk Majesty 
invented a new method of catching horda of wild elephants. They 
were surrounded ou three sides by drivers, one aide being left 
open, at nhich several female elephants were stationed. The mule 
elepbaiits approaching from all eidea to covet the females, the 
latter were gradually conducted to an doclosiire, whither the 
males followed nnd were caught, 

Akbar was very fowl of huHting with hawks and trained 

cons, theJiin froyid white falcons}, and ahanqav {a black eyed 
apecies of fidcion^, and inadE them perform curious feaU. He 
gave his tesAas (sparrow hawk*) several names. He also trainrf 
bAslids, bahfis, thikraha, laqaraJhi^arB, cAaiipAi. rreiw, tareiuifis, 
niiere!iJfl,tiAotit. molehinf, spairowa and quails for game and took 
great delight in sport of this kiud. There were Mir Shikavs (or 
superinteudenU of the chasa) who twighl these birds to chase and 
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attAck cithers. Under the Shikars were 4/idis and other 
soldiers and footmeu, mustly KAshmiris and HiodustaDls. Birds 
ivere ol&ii received in the Imporbl aviary as (or trihuts}, 

the aviaiy being b the charge of an cffieer called Begi 

(snperintendeDt of the aviary). 

Hutitiiig with partridge awarded much amuHetuent A train¬ 
ed partridge being put in a cngOj hair-nets were placed round it. 
Oo a signal fram the fowler the bird began to aiug; and its voice 
attracted wild bird#, which, coming to pay it a friendly visit, weie 
entangled in the snnres. 

‘Fho hunting tjf water-fowl ntso afforded much cutertuuuient. 
They were caught by hawbi, or has falcons, while awiramiag 
about, and were kept down till the hunters, with their boat, cqme 
nnd eeizod them. A rnthor cnrioiis way of catching them fs 
lueriUoned by Abitl h'nr.1. An luiilicial water-fowl of iskin, with 
mugs, beak and tail, was maifo. The body was hoJfow, and two 
holes were left in the akin to look tlmnigh, Tho hunter put 
his head inlia it n&d stood in the water up to his neck, so that the 
figure of the bird only could be seen. Ho then went slowly to 
wards the buds, who took the figure for ona of their own np^ies, 
whereupon tho fowler pulled them, one after another, below the 
water. Other devicea wore also employed in the catching of 
Uinls, 

Frogs were also trnijioHl toseiae sparrows, which alfonled much 

amiisemeutp 

Akbar was fond of all manly aporta and exercUes. He wna an 
excellent player of chaugan (hockey) *nd encouraged Ids Amits 
to play it According to hJs historian, he ‘saw in it the meanj of 
nctpiiriiig promptitude and dectiaion.’ ‘It tested tho value of a 
man and strengthened the bonda of friendship,' it revealed 
concealed talents. It taught men the art of riding; it prompted 
courage; it acoustoBiod animala to perform feats of agility and 
obey the roins. His Majesty astonished the spectators by the 
i)uickiiess of his motions and the ease nod promptitude with which 
he hit the ball. He hit it in various ways and struck it while it 
was still in the mr, He could play cAawffan in the dark of the 
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nigbtt which causisd no Ifias aalonkhineQt to those with proten* 
uecui to being well in thia art 

Akbar called pigeon-flyiDj? Ishqbaii (love-playi# He oc- pigeon, 
cupiad himself in this Mfluacmont with a of appreciatioiL 

of tbfi mystefiea of ni&linr& which gifted a little creature like 
the pigeon with a sagacity peculiar to it, and'with a fUw of aEtting 
un example to mfin of ohedifincc to the coEuniaoilSi of auihoritv* 

It WM, ao Ms biognipbEr midiitniiiSi irom high motiKOB that His 
Hajcdty paid mo mnEh attantiou to this amusejuiE-at- 

Prescott of pigeons for tha Einporor were sent hy tha kings 
of Iran and Turan, while marohants also brnnghti many varmtiiifl 
from different countries. Akbar was fond of pigaoos while Tary 
young; ha discontiDued pigeon-Hjing oa growing to laanhood, 
but on mature eonsideratiou again took to it. 

A beautiful and well trained pigeon of bluish oolom belonging 
to Khan-i-Azaai Gokal Taab Khan, Akbar'a foster brotheri fell 
into His Majesty's handa. It was namod Mohoa, and the Em¬ 
peror was so much pleased with its beauty and colour that ho 
made it tha chief of the Imperial pigeons. Several excellent 
pigeons descended from it and got the pamea (weeper), 

Prtrf jiid (the feiij)* Almm (tho dkiuond) and Skttk kuU (Alo 
Boyslh These, again, produced tha choicest pigeons, and the 
spedea are meutiooed in detail in the Ain* Akbar was an 
excetlenti judge of pigeons and carefully distinguished their savetal 
cluases, for each of which aepcnito aviaries were con¬ 
structed. 

Pigeons were taught tariotis feats^ besidea flying m tiio air in 
large numbera together, such as aaeondiog and descenduig, now 
moving in ona direction and now in another, at one time sitting 
on the umbrella and at anuthcr flying and beatingthe adveraatys 
flock of pigeons^ also in the act of flying, all at the w'histle of ihe 
players, or on ^gns mode hy moving backward nnd forwards a flag 
attached to a long bambaoH They were made to perfomx the bafi, 
or lying on the back with tho feet upwards and quickly tnmiog 
found, and cAariA (n rapiii movement ooding with the pigeon 
throwing itaelf over in a full circle) and many other interesting 
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fonts. Pigeons \vero kept for the sake of sucti sports as mach ns 
for Lbe beauty of their plumage. The excellence of^Lhe farm and 
the di versified hue of the birds n-ere always objects of gratification 
to tha Emperor. 

According to the Jin, there ware more'than twenty 
thousand pigeons at the court, five hundred of which were of 
the finest breed called khaclK These were hold in gnat repute 
for their skill and for iheir many colours, which were very pleasing. 
Tumblers were much admired. ’ The Emperor was so fond of 
pigeuDs that he would take them to his camp cm cots carried by 
Iwarers. When the camp broke up, the pigeons followed. He 
iinpraved the species of pigeons by cross-breeding^ a thing noTcr 
practised before, Hjs intimato knowledge of the breeding of 
these birds caused no small atuouut of ustenishment and admira¬ 
tion to his courtiers. 

Akbar was prompt in puulshing enemies and showed iliem no 
mercy; but he was cxceBaivelj kind to friontii for whom he en¬ 
tertained feeUags of afibettoa. This feeling waa mutual. Abul 
Fflzl gives Hcveral inatances of this. Au incident is related in 
the desoripHou of the 7th year of the reign, 1562 A.D., the 
scene of the tragedy conmjcted with it being tho citadel 
of Agra. 

Adham Khan, son QfMiilmm Angali, was a noble of Akbarb 
Court with n rank of 6,000. Ha and Monim Khan, ATlan-i- 
if7«in£in, both envied and hated MohatarasdShamauddin Atgab 
Khan, the foster fother of Akbar. On the night of 13tb Ram¬ 
zan, when Manim Khan, Atgah Khau, Sbahabuddiu Ahmad 
Khan and other grandees, were holding a State council in the 
Hewan-i'Khas of the fort, Adhatu Khan suddenly entered the hall 
witli a number of followers. Alt rose to greet him, when Adham 
Khan struck Atgah Khan with a dagger and made a eign to 
KLushara, one of hie armed retainers, to despatch him, Khuahom, 
having drawn bis dagger, atniek Atgah a blow with it on tho 
breast Atgah fli3d iu the direction of the door-way, but fell down 
in the conrt-yard of the Dowlat Khana and instaatly expired. 
Adham, with drawn dagger in his hand, then repaired fo the 
sleeping apartment of tho Emperor, who had been awakened by 
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Ui& DDiso iQ llio state HalU Hia Blajeaty camo put, award in 
hand, aad cried. ** Why Iiavo yau killed mj fester father, you sou 
of a bitch fbacha-i-lawt) Adham, seiring both the arms of 
Akbar with his banJe, answered him: ' Stop a mameut, your 
Majesty, and first enquira.’ Akbar drew away bis hauda mil 
struck Adham a blow in the face. 

Adham waa a powerful man, bnt the blow inflicted was ao 
flOTcre that ha feQ to the groimd. * ’What are you looking at’ f 
lijiid Akbar to two of the bye-staudeis, Forhat Khan, and 
Sanktaia !' bind the man.' This wus obeyed, and, by order of 
Akbar, Adbiita Khan was thrown down from the dais [sa/a) of 
tbo Dewati Khaoa lo the ground, with bia head downwards. Life 
not being quito citinck ha was dragged by the hair of the head 
to the terrace and again thrown down, which completed hia 
death. The corpsea of Adham Khan and Atgah Khan were scat 
to Delhi to ha interred there. 

Maham Angab, * the mother of Adham Khan, waa ill at Delhi Miiiunu 
when the events above-uijenLioiicid took pta43c. Believing that her 
son had euly been imptiaoned, she repaired to Agra- Akbar, on 
seeing her, said: *Hc hud killed my foifter father, and I have taken 
hb life.' Hfl consoled the old lady, who left the ball saying r ' Your 
Majesty boa done welh' Her malady increased and she died of a 
broken heart within forty days of the death of her hod. Her corpse 
waa sent to Delhi; Akbar, ivith the entire court, following it per- 
eoniUy for a few paces, with tears in his eychs. He aku sat in 
lunuming. At Delhi a monuiuentf of great beauty waa built 
over the remiuns of Adham Khan and ATnlmrii Angah. by the 
orders of the Emperor, 

In the same way, Akbar consokd Mirza Azix Jmha, son of 
Algah EUmOj ^ on the death of his father. The body uf Atguh 

* Ani^li vrna npa of AklKT'a nuntifn jmri attended Qn AkbiLT trail? ihfs 

crndlQ till after Id^ceMian. ner lniimmc* in tha EMTiun HJitl ever Akbar him- 

ww anlmanded. i^lla & ounqiiiciuaiLs part in brin]^ libant Jdl 

o£ Bitbrihm KbuAi. 

fTllft tmnb el A rill n.m KIiAH^ 0tiienvij}4 kbDwii wa JBhiil Bh-almiL. fyr XhB 
Likbytlnth. BtnUfit eo tbo ri^lit ef bite reatJ fmen the QnAnb Ai Lniir, DtilbL trj 

tbe vtUiLge blittiroeUi wLtliin five lulLEtltii w^k ef thcMimiLr. It li mi 
witia Ik iUuii«le£ aE fuct. 

^ Tlte Uisb ef i^obunuitid taluMTmtldill tcLruiuiiinl Aiim K hcu;v, Lt 

^tcuhteil in tbe uE Ki^anutddiu DelliEp withia ^ of tlia ttimli 

of the Saint. It ^'iLebtilLt by till Abi'end ion Mir^ Azb. Guk&l TmIi KEulu. 
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ASBin AKTJ Hia COTTBT, 


Khan waa removed to Dolhi and liiirried in the ’v'iiUge of Niznm' 
ud-diti 


Al«liar« 

wjJkft In 


With a view ta kei^plri^ ytntaelf iiiroriti@4 of fch*t real coadi- 
tioB of bb people, and as a safogniuMi agaiuat Uie mal-pcaclicefl of 
bifl oBiciabj that tho weak tnlght not suffer at the bands erf the 
filroogp Hb Majesty osod to viJib the different qncuters o( tba 
city and Jioburba in disgubp, lo connection wiih tba of 

the Stb Tear of the reign, Ahul Fail noticed an uiteroBtiag 
itidiient relatiiig to the Emperor'i appearance in disguiae in the 
^uhurbe of Agra, related to hifo by His MnJ^y himself. In tho 
tovm of Bbormch^ in Ondb, a grand fair is held annually at Um 
idiub of SalAr Masnd, a genemi of the armies of Mabtnndi who 
ffiJl a martyr in one of tbo battles fonght io India hj that 
C(^&qiiisroir, nnd a pears are displayed on the occaaian in bononr of 
tba saint's tuemory. Largo mnltittides of people Joined the Mr 
from Agra. In the Huhnrbs of the city itself a large fair was 
held in oiomory of the saint ;f Atbor joinod one of the Agra 
fairs in disgciiMj and was walking at rsndom« when he w!vs re¬ 
cognised by one of the ronghe Tbia individual informed hia 
aesociatci! of what he hud seen^ and the men began to look at the 
king with marked atteatioiL AkboTp notimng this^ JnalantSy 
changed hie faca with such a skill that thn follow^s who 
had observed him fell into donbt reganiing his identity^ were 
piudcd and confessed that tJi&y had been TnistakeD and th<s 
person soeaby them was not Akbar. The Ecaperor'B own account 
m given by him to Abul Fail and quoted by the btter in his 
book*, is highly intereatiag. ^ HaTing noticed whut the meia 
said^l instantly moved oue of my eyeSpSo oa to appear squint eyed 
and ebangod tny fkdc In mch a matiner tm not to be recognised 
by any body who had ever seen me. Having thus changed my 
features, 1 ccintinued my lamhtea through the hdr quUa imconcern- 
ed and with the utmost composure of miuH^ looking nt the objects 
in the fair. The men. having acrntinised me care fully^ aaid to 
each other: ^ Cmiainlyt the king has not snch eyes or featwres. 

* Tho tDiaib of Mlnbi Acb GokiJ TAiillr tb« Tuirtar bnvtiiEr >^1 AhtKfi tit rit[iiLtL>cl 
Atn^t ^ frotn tbfr uf Aidm K\ma^ bl<i ^athvri. in D^lhL U ii a. IIQ fscL 

w|y.iu'>£ htkil* d£ liibvjflwr Mid |a lutnoa mUiid (JbiMEutb It ww 

Irum bf tks MlriA cviiMBn elurihij hia me'tithe+ Th* [KlUKra, HmaHi ttodr »nd 
cuUiiig oE ihfl bre ul of ETiurbla. 

t Thii [ftlf «4ski Ii itUI hi^l in Asia. It b ilso held in 

muiy omer Ihev ^whuI Indk. 
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He ia net thd tinw* I Uien slteably ratirod firnm the Mcne a«d 
entered the plaee."~Atittl Faal wit« ibat, aa Sia Mijeety nar¬ 
rated the story to him, he, by wny of illuatration, moTcd one of ^ 
oyeaBnd changed hia face jwrt as he had done nl the faj^ 
thus affording atnnsenient m “ inattuolion to bis Icwae 
friend and prudent minister, 

Akbar possessed a witty genius, and hia familiar conversation ii niity. 

full of humour. Once Shah Fdnl, a poet and a Cbaughaitai 
Turk of noble deacont, said in Akbit’a preaeace that no one 
aurpassed him in three 0's—chess, combat, composition—twhere- 
upim the Emperor replied that be had forgotten a fonrtli, vis., 
cancclt. Finl was distinguished for personal courage in war and 

ptctud oi it. 

He waa a goed physiognomist and had the power of seeing 
through men at a glance. Ho was a belierer in lu-kj andn.Ut, 
unlucky days. 'This was dne, cJ conrse, to his friondahip with 
the Pmidits and Brahmans, 

Akbar could neitber read nor write, but he was gifted with ft AfcW* U- 
marvclloua memory, penotmting jadgroent, Liuiokncss of 
and wise foreanst He had an extensive library, both lu the 
Assembly Hall and the Harem, which was divided into sevursl 
parts. The boots consisted of ffimh, Peraian, Arabic, Greek and 
Knshmerian work?. His Majesty had every hook read to him 
from beginning to cod. At whatever page the reader stop^d 
daily. His M ajesty made ft mark with hia own pen, and the reading 
,aa renewed the following day from the plncB so marked. Bis 
Majesty rewarded the reader with gold or silver coin^ accordrag 
to the number of pages road to him. Ho was never tired of 
having a book read to him over again, but took renewed 
dcHght in rcbeaiing it. 

Akbar observed no class or race distiaotion in bellowing St^e y.aig4». 
officca. From the lowest to the bighobl apimintniont in the gift 
of tha Crown, every peat was open to all hia subjects, whatever 
their creed or nationality. Hindus were promoted side by side with 
Mobammedans and enjoyed equally his confidence and regard, 

Ha paid no regnrd to hereditary influance or genealogy, or hbcih* 
tral fame, bo"t fevuurcd tbosa who escolled in mannem and 
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attaiiiiueiit& He ^mploj'ed In hh military eervicb people of all 
classes, Jewfl, Pemao^^ XtimDia, Geor]gma£p PatbaDSp AfghaD^^ 
Kasbmorisp ' because/ mamtaiDed bep * one class of people, Lf 
employed to the escloaioii of others, would cause rebellions, as 
in the case of tbe TJzbecka aud Quazilbasbej, who delhroqad their 
kings and raised the atauJard of revolt/ 


Svtticcu nl 
auvoiiiL'iag 
IijAEu la ofE 
Eiora. 


Higher OflEcem of State who held grants of land and oejoyed 
high iQOnthlj salaries, aiight require muney to meet their wan to, 
or Call into pecuniary emborra^mont. Under such circutuataiiceap 
it would be contrary to Ga^ernmont mlea to ask for a present. 
To prodde for this coutingeuoyp Hk llajesty appointed a irea- 
euTcr and a separate Mir Arz, who were to advance money to 
officer^ on loan, without prejudice to their dignity and honour^ 
and without the annoyauce of dcluy* Nothing was oharged for 
the first year; in the second year the debt w^ mcrea^ed by a 
sixteenLh; in the third year by une-eighth. lu the tenth year the 


sum was doubled, and after that there was no further inereaso. 
His Majesty also made donations and gave away elephantSp hor^ 
iwtenta* valuable articlea aa presenta to officials and otheKa, trea* 
fiurer was always in waitiog at court, and alms were freely givea 
to needy people, who ako bad dally, moniihly, or yearly, stipends 
assigned to theiu^ 


UftTiciiiony d 

Uii 


ctreimdti^r. 


HiJj Majesty was weighed twice a year agmnst each of tlio 
foliowliig articles, namely, gold, qukksLLyer, perfiimos, copper 
gbee, koa, rice, milk, seTCU kiuda of groin and salt, which 
were all glvto awo/ Lu alme. Sheep, goata, aad fowls, to the 
number of jcajia Hia Majesty had lived, wctb also givoa away as 
charity. Ou the lunEir birthday be waa ivcighed agaiuat eight 
articlefl, silver, tiu, cloth, lead, fruits, mustard, oil and vegetables 
Oa both oouasions the birthday eGrameuy was celebmted with 
great eclat, and deuatioos and grants of pardon were bestowed 
on people of all ranks. 


Tliarwal Much has been said about the religious views of Akhar, but 

!ir* ^ fepF the question ueverthctosB romains unanswered, what religiou ho 
really professed. There is no doubt that his tolerant uotioua 
and indepondcat Ideas displayed thomsolves in his early years. 
They did not proceed from contempt for the religion of the Qurim, 
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or want feitt in the teiU of lalnm, but weta rather the otit- 
come of a contcmpliitiva minili naturalljr giifon to refrearoh and 
iflveatigation* In the early part of hia fniga, he was a MuaaU 
aian of orthodox typ«, viaiting the mauBoleunM of Bainte and 
paying obeisance and leveranee to religioas taen- Even up to the 
2 lit year of his reJgn. bo iipoke aeriouflly of a pilgrimage to 
Mecca* It was Bot until the twenT^ydonrth year of his reign 
f A. D. 1570) that hia religioufi ideas seem' to have undergone 
a change. Notwithstanding Im singular eccentricities^ which at 
one time made him appear in iho public hall of andieiice with 
the Hindn saf&on mark on hia forehead and at another prostrat¬ 
ing himaelf before lira? now worshipping the aun, again eatising 
himself to bo worshipped • now placing Uie Ohristkn Cross on his 
forehead, and again disputing the revelation claimed for the 
Quran, it aeontm that, whatever he may have been pci^nadedto do 
OF adopt, by the peraiiasive eloquenco of his connoillorSj Ahul 
Fji 2:1 and Fyri, known apostates from Islain, be ncTer, in his 
heart, lost respect for the rel^on of his anoestors. This is 
manifest frotn the fact that the same BE^daonl who haa laborion&ly 
detailed t^e king’s innoTations in religions in connection with 
the events of 990 A- H. (1582 A. D ], noted a cirenmManoe which 
shows that the King noverg at heart, gave up hk respect for 
Islflui, The mithor writes :— 

“ At this time Shah Abu Turaband Itimad Rbon Gujrati, who 
had beep together on a journey to Hijaz, ratu rued and brought 
with them a stone of groat weight, wUch required a strong man 
to lift it A footprint was ckarly to be scon oo it, and Shah 
Abu Turab declared it to be the impression of the foot of the 
Prophet (God hle^a him and hlfl family and give them peace). 

^ y 1 “ Cy^y^ 

We tuivE epgniTe!il tky fnct'a impriBBion on lUe tiblcl of am 

111 order ih&t antll tke litiy of rci^arreclina oiir Iwfn], may be 

thy faet. 

Hia Majesty went a distance of four ko^* lo receive it and 
commanded hia ilmirs to carry It by turns a fow gtops;, and m thk 
way they brought it to the cily/''i^ 

* Th^ Emperor bt thit time (Lu6^ nalilrd in Pnltebpir* 
t Boiliunl III ilOk 
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Tbe. whola cooduct of Akim throiigh Life siioirB tbot ho BenUy 
profei^d 00 religion* Tho wbola aim of \m Life aeema to Imre 
heea to bo at peace with all aod respect so mt^eh ol each religion 
as s^med tohiiii to he based on just pdociplea. Hm disgust 
with the Jlidlaks was cauecd by the machiQationa of 

Sheikh Mobsnik and Ms two who had suffered poraonaL 

wrongs at their hands beforo they bocauLO the chief Cavouritea of 
Akbar. His loro hr tho Hlodue was real It was bas^d em 
poliQjj and he was greatly ioftaenced by his Hiadu wires,* 
whom he desired to please. He bdioveci in tbs exiatanoe of 
God and retpected moa of piety and saoctitj in nil reUgioDs. He 
was ansceptible of flattery aod thought tfacro was no harm if he 
jl^Ye hiiDsdf out as a ricemgentof Ood upon eartb, a pdsition 
which, as a king, ho actually heldn He beliorod in the omuipottwee 
uf Qod, and thought that, as the oue fuTonred by Him, his aetions, 
which he underatood roallj proceeded bom HitOi mighi 
the welhue of the coenmnnity in matters yet io the womb of 
futurity. Hence his declarationa ns the leader of uatioua and 
hia taking people into discipleship. 


Dlvpdaiu of 
Empire* 


TheSufm 
of AariL. 


The Empire under Akbar was diridedlato fifteen Subus or 
ProrinceSpt which were subdivided into 105 Sirttki^t which, agaiii, 
were split into Faiganas, qt Mnhiil% regraupod into lios^tirs, 
oradminl&tirative Juri^ctioDS- Agra was a ils well as a 

Sivkat^ The S^rkar of Agra^ a Uact of 1,861 square miJes, com* 
prised 31 Parganas, which were grouped into fire 
Hawalit Agra, Eta wo, Blana and MandawiL 


MAn^sbd&ra. 




Tho royal princes held Slansabs, or miHtary ranks, from 
10^000 to 7,000 hone. After them came 30 ManBnhdnro, varying 
from 6,000 to 10. The soldiers under the Mfms^abdara w^re 
recruited from the clans of which they were the head The 
monthly pay of a commander of 5,000 Taried from Es. 10*637 tn 
Bs. 30,000; of 1,000 from Es. 3,0l5i to Es. 8,000 ■ of a eaplaiQ 
of 100 from Rfl. 313 to Kb, 760. The rank-holderQ bad to provide 
horses, elephants, camoK arma, &IX, out ef their an! aries. Each 
hlao&abdar wns to provide horses io proportion to bis command, 


• AktnriniUTicd two Hiiadn R^jinat piaceuei. 

t TlwM wfffi Am. Ajmtns AlLmrakW, Behu Bemml, 

tktbi, EatuU L«Jvow, blultou, MjUita* Ikru-, KMmln mA AJuDOiliiJiiSAr.^^^ 
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that B Uatan, nr commoncinf of itbs recjiiiml ta 

bring 1.300. 

Aworiljng to Abiil the local Militia t>f tk^ pmiiiicca ^ks Armf. 
nntter Abbar amotiiitcd to 4+400,000i but ikis is probably ftu 
exaggeration. Aocordiug lo Baila^yni, the staudiug array, via., 
troops under the Emperor's pay, numbered 25,000, of wbum 
1 SjO(M) were troopeis and 13,000 artillery and matchlook-men. 

These troopers were paid frum the royal Itemnty and formed the 
Emperor's bcKlygnaid. 

The teveoue system of Akbmr was essentially th 1 ^ aaiue aa tkat 
Ifitraduccd by Sher Shah Sur, Afghan. He only ainied that 
aystera into effect which Sbe-r Shah w»s tniable to extend to mil 
pans of India during hh short reign. The ohjecta of this syatem ^ 

%vere ihree-folJ:— 

1. To obtain a correct meastireraent of all land^. 

2. To tiscertain the produce of each h^ha of land; and to fix 
the Government revenue on 

3. To settle in money the Oovemnwiit share of the 
produce. 

He worked out this system under Todar Mai and MozaflPar 
Kliftn, both emiuent fiaanciera. Bis estimated annual groaa j^nny»l sraii 
incouie, According to Edward Thotnaa, was £32,000^(KK). ioronM^ 

Akbar'a Hiij:em+ aecerding to the Afu, comprised mare than 
live thouB&ud woiQCfi, for eanh of whom a sepamte apartment 
waa allowed. They were divided into several aectioas, and thero 
were feu^le Daroghaa to auperiiitend pAch secliom The women 
of the kigfacat rank each received £rom Rs. 1,610 to I.D^^rujieea 
per menmu. Under Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb, the 
and Princeasea drew much larger aalariei. Mumtaz Mabal, wife of 
Sliah Jahan, was allowed ten-lakhs^ and the BegamSaheb, sister of 
Aurang 2 ebf twelve lakhs per annnm. The inf^tde of the Haretu, 
in Akbar'a time, wa.4 guarded by chante auil iiaber women^ the 
most trust worthy of Lheiu being placed about the Eiuperor*» 
apart meat a. Outddc the enclosure were placed eon nebs, and 


akbar aki> im mvm. 


Akh^t 

irhililnilk. 


Ui 

tipjond UitJiii Rajput gimrtfr, th^ ivatcljiiiLHi at lliP gAtei being die ^ 
last of the guards * 

Tho I mpeiial hGueehold did not dlrler mateimlly frorti that, pf 
the Inter sovereigna; tliP eipeutlitiire la 1505 ivas , 

aUhoiigh fbe ^alariea of scvml ofticerA of (be eourl hgured in 
the D^iUtary budget, 

Akbar bad eight witos i— 

1, Saltaoa Itak^in BegiuHj dnughtcr ul Mim UaiiLluh unde of 
Akbnr She waa Akbar'a Grat wife. She teiideil Sliab Jabaii j aud 
;NoTjaliai 3 , aJler the miird^T of Hher jiijiitJ with her. 

Akbor bad oo chiidreo by her* She cJii:J iii her b+tfa year, m 

It35 (1525 A. DO, or the £0tb year of Jiihaugir'a reign. 

2L Sultana Saloma Begam, daugUter of llir3a Numddin, 

obaminnd and GnI Hukh Begnm (a daughter of Baber). 

Bohmm Ktmn tuarritid ber in the beginiiifig of Akbar'a reigu. 

After the death of BehTam Khan, Akbar manieLt her, in 0b8 
fl50O A. D.)' poetical imme was Hukbti (Ksuc-eoled), 

3. The daughter of Kaja Behari and aiater of Huja 
Bliagnau Dad, married to Akbar iuSambhari in 95B (1500)^ 

4 The beaiftiftil T?ife of Abduloiameij in 970 (I6G2.)* 

5* Jodh Baiip or princess of Jodhpur^ the motber of Jahaiagir* 
called Mariam ul Zamanii^ She died in the mouth of Rojab^ 1032 
(1622 A. D.), or the iTth year of JabAngtr^a reigtJi. 

6, Bibi Doulnt Shdd, , ^ 

7. A daughter of Abdullah Khan Moshal. 

S. A daughter of Mirao Mabarak Shah, of Ekbaodca, 

Akbar had throe Sultan Salem (the Emperor Jabangir) ; 

Sutton Maiad and Sultan Danud ; and three danghlsre, Shalizada \ 

Khauam, bom three montha after Salem ] ShukrunniEEa fiegaxu, 
whoj in 1001 (1592}p wm mairied to Miraia Shah Hukb; and 
Aram Bano Began), both bom after Btdtan Dani&14 

* The fidoshal Kinp^rttm brnl lb Iha Hbnte arplbu dIiI Hindu Hbim. 

Mpt MtannlVfl W«tkt oat In cunii with tlieir urniiot^ took tfieJr 

wi¥M with thum tid cajnp uid were fUArdfnd umed wWHnu ^1 ^ took 

EiiEir tTmEnc-d with ttiEir £wm|iK ■* 

t Akhal'k b^£>tbBr hv] the title EUwrliui 

t Ul u^ouunl: u( UleIi- m U 



the eSTPEBOF 


Alcbar was a str nglj bsnlt umni with a haiiclsonift fac^r ni[iwiiuiie 
cbamiug nianURrs. Tho ftortuguose JtisiiiU whp waut from Giia, *>>*^*- 
describe him as '“a uiftP of about fifty, white like a Eur!ip**“i 
end pf Bigacioufi intdilact." He ^va3 of middle halgHt. but ratb^ 

ipcliced tuba tall, ftudjlike Ids falher. having a teudency la in 
eurpuleut, which, hawevar, was well kepi in oheck by the phyau 
cal arlivity for wldch ha wi« much noted. Like Taimur he 
had long emifl and handi. His compIcJiioD was tmlHiolniired i hi* 

Ibrahaad open ; hU eyca black, and his eyebrows joined each 
other from oppfjaita diTMiionB i niider Ihcw bnahy brows 
eyes Bpartkd with amtely dignity. Tba lion*8 slronglb which 
Le posBessed was r^^hably due to ihe eitraordicary Wilb e 

his chest and to his long sinewy arms and hands. A flesby wart 
on the left BiJa of bis cofie gave his countenance addmonal grace, 
and pbysiogncmiBls considered it very auspicmiiit He pnst^ed ^ 
a load, ct^manding roice, and his speech was elegant and plean- 
intf Ho possessed prodigious Hlrsngtb, and was prou o it an 
nf hie sporting feals, his hunting esploits. hU riding 
m,d his mastery over elephants. Hi.' iron constitution embted him 
10 midcrgo toil and latigue. On one omiaioti he rode from 
AgroteAimere (220 miles) in two successive days. He was 
both affable and majcsiic. forbearing and severe. Although bo 
had to dght many battles and effected refonus in the civ d 
adroinblratitm of hfs country such aa had iieTcr been mtroduced 
before, yot ha so judiciously arraugei his time tliat ho found 

atu pic leisure for inerpoeieg hia knowledge and foi prnsecutrog 

sportive puTSuila. Ho was never fond of war, but wm always 
ready t:i take the field and waa firm and decided m acliuu. 

He wua generous towards a ceiiqiiered foe and respected the 
law of Mauu in regard to kiugcraft which provides, that “when 
a Baja has conquered a country, be should respect the laws of the 
country ■ or be may forui an alliance with the Raja whom he baa 
conquered and act in union with him. for, by securleg a firm ally 
» lUja oblBiiis greater srength than by gaining wealth and 
territory. ” FelbwiDg these noble prindples, Akbur not only for¬ 
gave bla vanquished oppotienlfl. but raised them to the highest 
rank of local nobility. Ha protected his Hindu subjects by 
the nbolitimi of slavery and the poll-tm, and pheltered iheii 
priests aud templs!^ toleraled all religion.. JaliBUgir. who 
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AND HlfT COUfTT 


held diflereiit cotbnBfrom ihoae of tib fatlicr oii ttligicin, thus 
dt^fieribcfl A L bar a views on I ho subjeci iu bii antDbiiigraphj^ 
tlliving no cne cccsEino" writes he. ^a>kcd my father wby 
hii »Dii. he tijid fnrbiddcQ ftuy noe to prevent or interfere ifilh the bsitek 
ing of ihe^ bauotfi of iduUtrj {i- & Hindu tcmfdes} bin repjj 
wita lu the foltowmg terms:—* My dear cbild, 1 find injself i| 
pni««aLt monarch, ih.^ sbadoir of Ood npno earth. I liavn E^ee^ 
ihftt He bestowa tho hlefidiigs of Hi.t giacioaa Froiidenve upon all 
hb creatures without diitioclion. Ill should 1 discharge the 
duties of njy cxaJted slat inn, were I to witliliold compasaios 
and iudiilgence from any of thn^ entmated to tnj charge. 
^ ilh all of the bum&o mee, uidth all of God's creatures, 
I am at peace; whj, then, should I permit myiielf^ for any 
consideration^ to be the cause of molestalien or aggression 
to any ooe? Hesidos^ are not five paiiJ in sii of inankiud 
HiAidBAEpf either Hindus or olienB to the hkitht snd were 1 to be 

(.ll€ TTitii^ija _ J t 

governed oy motires nf the kind suggested in jenr enquiryj 
what nltcraative could I have hut to pnt theiu all to death I I 
have, therefore, thought it ray wisest plan to let these men alone. 
Wi4fct lie Jv either is it to he forgottenj that the clasa of whom we are speak* 

Hindu! of HJgp coinmoii with the other inhabitantB of Agra, are tiEefolly 

engagedp cither in the pgjinitB of ficlenco or ol impfoi’ementa fur 
the benefit of mankind, and have in mimemns iiistance^ arrived 
Ht tte highest distiactjona in ihv State, there being,indeed, to be 
found in ibis city uicn of cToiy liejjcripliuu and of every 
religion on the face of the earth.'" 

canaeG of the Emperor’s ill ness have heea explained in 
the chapter on the history of Agre.* It was chic% Wought 
about by depreaioD of sjiirits and vexation. One imincdiate cause 
was the wony and excitement caused by the conduct of fihua- 
row. the eldefit son ef Salem (Jnbaugir), at au clcphauli 
fighL Salem had an clcijhaut known by the name of Ch-an 
bar which wm auppoaed to be a match for any elephnnt 
belongiog to Akbar'a. stahles, but whose strength was behoved 
to be only equal to that Ahmp. one of Khusrow'a elephants. Akhar 
thersfore ordered a fight, to see which of them would prove the 
cbainpiou. A fight wasnrraugcd. The custom in imeh cotnbaU 
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bettfccH E^lephont^ wjia to kc'&p a tbiid in irfadiii^s^i as 

Jtf£ci 7 ic/iH, to iL^hi Biij aniinal when it was s&vereljf haudled 
by its adv&rsaiy. At the ahow^ Atbar aod Khujurn (Shall Jabau) 
sat ia one window* Salem and Khaspow wera on horae ba^dk 
in the Gl7^ci«Ert£r completelj defeated Atrttp ; and, as 

bo w as being woraledi the Jfatuwcfta okpbant was seat forward 
to asaial Abmp- Salem's men, anxious to see the finn.1 Tictory 
tfon by Gimriban pelted the Jrifcancfta with etoaes and wniiiidLii 
the cltiTer. Akbar was annoyed at thUg and sent Khurmiii 
to Salem to ask him oo( to break the rules, as all the depbauts 
would be eventually tk Salem s^d that the attack with stooes 
had not received his sanctionj and Ehiiimm, satisfied with this 
answer, returned to bis grandfather An attempt was tben made 
to ee para to the elephants by roeanflof ftreworks, but in yain. It 
so happened that Gh'aTtbar beat the TbAuricAa efepbant also, and 
the delhated dephiiiits, mnntug away worsted^ threw themselves 
into the river Jumna* Akbar was morB annoyed at this; but 
bis anger was incendfied when Khu^ow openly abused hia 
father in untneAsiired tenng in the hearing of the Emperor 
Akbar rose and withdrew, in great disgust^ andg ne^t mornings he 
eent for his phjskian, Ali, and told him that the bad behaviour 
of Khusrow hud caused him much vexation and made him JU^ 
He was attacked by dyseDLerj. or acute diarrhuia. His phymeian 
rcfnilncd for eight days admiJiisteriDg any medicine, hoping 
that the Emperor's strength of conititutioti would overcotno Uie 
disease* But, the hope not being realized, reeanrse was bad to a 
most powerful astringenL This had tha nfeot of putting a stop 
to the dysentery; but fever and sLrangujy HupervenoJ. Furga- 
tivea were adiainistered, but iJbe^ renewed the Imt ailment, to 
which the Emperor succumbed The event occniretl on 13th 
October lfl05. As stated elsewhere''be died in all the forms 
of a good Moasalman. 


■w Bucovncu m miuiuitainE LhUrchu in LLrint^ uid Aun-a imnrl 

which mrMvcj^ iMi Ujjcjon flwiii iStU ta k Iiiiid cdsuiilur^blv IsliEr thoD th# Tm 
jwnwn duth. The hfiiul of the miuiob wu FiithAr \M.riar . 

J^rsbcii- Thfi t^uiiuu lulwil, m c^DWErtaiz the Ejimr^ Tin 

*sd £■ ciei^iy uliowii m ■ inaQiijiaipt report Written Wo Fftlhfir- ^ 

£jM"«sirr:;:5iis^j:as fc;“;d5‘i3:fiJr2La's,s is” 



lmh8 to l» co^vertLj, W »t tEr luHiXu T'’"' 

Dttdui. “ Jianit ffluiijon to the Euipem AkW,' by K. D. ' 
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The CtiUJiT iiF Akhabl 

~^The ctiicf fii^^iid ami minUter uf Emperor Akbiir was 
Sheik Abul Fazj.. 

Ife was barn u.i Agra oil 6Lh MuhiiiTaiii, !^5H (l4Lb Jamiarji 
15^1)^ duiiog tba reiga of Idlmu Hiimh P^ifuin* 

Abut Faivl han devotee] a chapter in Lhfft iliird voluoin of tlie 
Alud-Akboii to no nccuuut of bis family. 

Funilj hnum^ I had intcodcdj" ho fiaja, “ to writn a book no tlie ULstory oT 
Anltu PfllJx. my Cojuily; bat the domaods ou niy liiiio have tmeii so groat ibat 
tbis iiitedlioD could not bo fuLUILoiL I Uioroforn taka tlilA 
opporiuuUy of giviug a brief act^uot of my btuiiiy at ifio con- 
elusion of thm wark and tniEt 1% will bs wilh tiiter?£t'' 

Tiio Stmikh then inronns ua tlmt bis aticeslura were origiuallr re- 
AhnfF^^ir*' fiideiiLs of Yamnii or Arabia Felix. Shiiikh Musah hU fifeh ancestor 
having emigrated from the coil a try in the OthoeutiHy, Bellied in 
H ^ called Rii in Si^vLatan (Sindh), Although he had coma 
from a desert to Lhn city^ he did not give up his habit of bocIubidu 
auJ devoted bis time bo eoutemplatloJi and prayer, HIb ebildran 
followed bis good eiample in piety and devotiou, aud the whole 
family lived in bappIneBB and peace iii tbair adopted bom a. 
f^hvikb Towards the beginning of the 10*tb ceutnryt Sboik Khiav, the 
hi^i of the faiuily, after a sojouin in Hijo?; in Arabia nod 
Irenewal of hbacqnalntanoa with the penple of hia triba^ emi- 
Mutu-rr A> B. grated to ludia, with a ntimbei: of relationji aiid bieiidai aud settled 
at Nagovi north-west of Ajinere, He was a pious devotee, anil 
hii mind was imhuod with mystic lore. Ho lived in the soainly 
of pious aud holy meti aud enjoyed the □ouEdenee aud esteem of 
per^ooges rniiowiiE!d for piety, like Syod Yuhya ^okbari of Hcbi 
the Buccesfior of Makhdtini tlahaniau, Shnik Abdul Ilaz^ak Quarlri 
of Baghdadi the dsBOeudaut ol the great enint, Syad Abdul 
Quador of JilaUj and Sheik EuBuf of Sindh, all men of great 
accomplbbuidJils and erudition. 

Sheik Mobomk, the father of Abul Ytsii, was bom at Hagor 
eTAbulFKiL iu 911 (150^). At tba early age of foiiVj aigns of wisdoiii were 
appaient from hh forehead and he ‘gave abundaiit proof 
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<?xtroon!itB»7 denial cftpacitj. At mne, be ?«ib 

treasurer from tho store-bease of knowlc<!per and at fourteen be 
becniiie an accomplished ecbolnr. He moulded liis chimicter m 
the company of Sheik Atta* a Jeanied man of Turkkh origin who 
having received his cartj' edncatioii in Turatt and Iran, setlled iu 
Nagor m the time of Sekondw Lodi, became a disciple of Sheik 
Sdldr Nagouri and died at the advanced age of hfindred and 
twenty. Sheik Khizr had now resolved to make Nagor hifl per- 
maneut abode, and. with that object in vievr, be again proceeded 
to Sindh to bring more members of the family to HiuJnstaa ; 
but be died on the way. At this juncture Kagor was yinitcd with 
a Eevere famine and peslitenee, and the family was reduced to such 
tniserj that,of the whole of iU uiembcTB, only Sliejkb Alobarak and 
bis old mother aurvived 

Sheikb Mobarak was very fund of travel and inlercoiittsd 
with the grt^at teachers of the country, his object being to 
benefit by their society mid to gain varied experience; but he 
could not carry out this desire, owing to respect for bis aged 
luotber, who, out of matenml affection, was unwilling to port with Wo- 

her Eon. He fonacd the oequaiutan™ of Sheikh Fyari, of 
Bokhara, and was, through him, in trod need to the great eaint Obedul- 
lull, Eurnamcd Khawja Ilirar, and was greatly benefited by hla 
teadniiga and corapqnimiBhip, About this time his mother died, 
and, the Uflideo disturbancea having commenced. JIohaTnk carried 
out his old ]lan of journeying thruiigU the country. He pro¬ 
ceeded to Ahmndabud. in Gnjrnt, and, by affiociation with the 
renowned masters such at Sheikh Ibn-i-Arabi, Sheikh Ibn-i- 
Fftix and Sheikh Sadrud-iUii, inert used nod emhelliahcd hifl 
eucyclupicdic attamments. His knowledge extended to every 
branch of learning, and he became thoroiigbly vemed in the lawi of 
Uliilik. Shdfai, Ahit Uaufiti, IZamfiai and /uinmiu, the great 
iwcliaos of the sect of Islam. At the outset he was himself a 
follower of Havfia doctrines, ta Ahinudabad ho took to 
the discipleship of Abul Ftwl, the celebrated orator from 
Ehawarazm in Persia, and was gTcutly benefited by the society 
of several men of great sanctity and learning, such aa Sheikh 
Omnr of Tbatte and Sheikh BuguF, 

After a stay of several years in Ahtnadabad, Sheikh Mo- 
barak. actiag on the advice of his religious teachera, proceeded a, u. 


AKBAR AND JliS COt RT. 




ill 

Chftr^ifli ciu 
!^fi baiilt 
of iha Jdihiu. 


HU BCC[IIBlllt~ 

4iui>r wilb M IT 

HjL^.uddia 

S^vL 


tejifbflr ikf 


PeniMi uj 

FftduD 

£mp«ivii. 


Birth ui AbuL 
F«i^lMrT>ajid 
fyti<i551> 


to AgraT, cjipital of tliiB ludbii Empin?. The aE^ict* of hia 
Rhpikhs wa:^ tha^ if siiL^'^asfl.tioiilJ not attiend hh mid^rtakitigA 
ia Agra, lio sboiilJ tlieu nmkahti ivay ta Tiiran aiiJ Iran- Mo- 
barak anii-eti at Agra op W<>dpe3t|iiYp the 6tb of Mulmrnim, 9-^0 
(154^), nncl hml mi iuLerrieiv with Slii^ikh Ab-iul-dia Atajmb, 
n lialy mm AbtiE Fniil, know thesRcretii of the heart aud 

fhc mTPrterios of the grave/^ The saint predicted a great and 
brilliant future for Msibmuk Qu the soil of Hind. Gladdened by 
tbe happy prophecy of the holy mm\, Mebamk settkil on the left 
bsuik of the Jnmpii+opposite tho city of Agra, doao to the Char- 
bagh villa of Babar, then called Nnr A^aOp bat now etykJ 
Bmn Bsgb^ nod id tbe neighbourhood of Mir Rab-iiLl-ciln S&fvi, 
a solutly iiiaUp who leoeived liitii ivitb great klndnea. The 
Mobiilla wae inbahUed by a Knreali irihep oiuoQg wham 
Mobarak made i^oacij perfional trLeods, The Mir was 
a uadve of luju. in Shiraz^ aud lived m Agra on a magtiiliceut 
scale. He bad travelled in Hijaz, Arabia nod Egypt and was 
a disciple of Moalana Jalaludiii Dtiwami. Iti Egypt he look 
to the dificlpkehip of Sheikh Sakhdwi, of C^ilrOi the follower 
of Sheikh Ihui Hajar Asqalani^ Mobarak feciircd a copspicuaua 
place anioDg t!m MiFn discipke^ and when the Mir diedp in 
1154 (I o4Th he embarked on Iik career of dlffuiiiig knowledge 
by becoming a teacher of sekneoa- He had a large number of 
piipikp w hito'^nodreds were benefilod by hU oratory and preat^h- 
inga on dido tent subjects. This wni the lime when the Pallmu 
Emperors heldnway over India, aiid,ai the fatiieof Moharak epread^ 
bis hrietids mode a proposal to havo on allowance fixed for him 
from the Iroperisl court; but, pcsjiecseil as I he Sheikh was of a 
lofty spirit, he declined the ideo^ It was about this rime that 
Moharak^s two eldest sonBp" Abut Foiz and, four yeari later 

* i 

Abul Fazi, were bom, A bid Fozl says in his description of Agra 
iu tbe Ain ''Ori the other side of the Jacuna is the Oliar Bagh 
villa, founded by Fiydaiis 3fa^fii (the Emperor fiaber). There 
the writer of these pages was bom, and there ore the 
rcfltiog places of his father aud ki^ elder, brother,* Sbeikh 
AJaudia Ifujcwb and Mir Ratiuddiu So/wi also lie burit^d 
there.* 


" Th^ bodies wct« suWiiiifliitJiv ri^orKl ihe a%kwi ihhe vf ibe Jftmoii tul 
wtwti tMl WU+ 4 *^ bot ^Fpesi. S» Cbi|iiiT U, 
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The eticyclopf^'iUi; 'knijfvlGilgt! pussaaaad by Sbclkh Mubarak 
uTiJ ttfl uniTiJimljty of his eniditiQii a^a apparent frotn the 
iiiiitxuetion he yave to his lonB* ¥yu uulI Abu! It was 

thw early lostnictiiuu that mplaotad in the minds of the bfotbej^ 
the Mlti-lFalamitio views which bo much iDflaanced AWbiu-"s Uie. 

Thera are numerQiia [iDsaagc^ iu Abul Fassrs workii iu which ha 
gpoats of his father ia terms of filial piety amd derotioo. Ho 
puf^esaed a compreheo^ivc genius and a wonderful meoiory 
which served hiin as a repository of his vast learDiag. 

aitberto Sheikh Mnhnrab had devoted hb time to teaching 
adenccl butp on Hnmayun'a recouqueriug ludia^ he tilao made Muhn^ac. 
theology and a discoiirBC on the my ate lies of nature the thomo 
of bis tenclungs. Public peace was distnrkid in 1556, when 
Hemu ocoapied Agra^ Sheikh Mtiborak withdrew^ from public 
life temporarUy j but im influence at the court of the usurper of 
the throna of India was atill m great, that, on the Sheikh's 
roconitnendiitionj a puuibBr of Ulemjiij and nutables of Lbu tiiLy 
Kvho had bean capttired by his men warn rLdoiised, and Homu 
offered Ilia apologies to the vcnatablo Sheikh through a deputa¬ 
tion of hhx oflicera icnt to him. 

The iirsii year of Akbar'a reign wag marked by n severe Fint ysar ot 
droii^htr which caused great mvogoa throughout IIih country. 

Tht population dispersed^ and in Agra only a few* farnllidii of any 
importance retnained. This was followed by a plague^ wliicli 
de^^olaled the country^ and many cities were depopntnteil Nduc 
of these calamitie;^ led Sheikh Mubarak to desert his adopted 
home* Abul Fuzl writes thnCi he was at this time in liis fifth Ami }A^m. 
year* do bad n perfect recolicctinn of this great ealnrnity, in 
which family after family perished. In the once HqiiriBhing 
vilLdge in which Sheikh Mnburak hail^eltlcd, only eeveoty persons 
of both aexea ^vere lefl. These draggcii on their existencs on a JcaIoms^ oi 
few sIyb of boiled grain obtain>ed with much diflicnltyi and to 
some only its juice could be served to keep Hcsli and goal 
together* When order xad prosperity were restored in the coun¬ 
try, people as usual flocked round Sheikh Mubarak to receive 
from him lessons in science and theology. With the fame of 
his learning, the uutnber of his diacipiea mcreased and the 
importance and influence be gained created jealousy among 
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rival TJlcmfls. He was charged with being a fi>Uowcr of the 
ifoAtioJcia sect which had found a zealous supporter in Sheikh 
Alai. 

ThottS is a tmdiEioii among the ^toharaadunB of a prophecy 
by Mphommad of the appearance of tlits Iinain Mahdip or the 
* Lord of the period^* towards the end of the world's existence 
This Uahdi b to be of the family of the Prophet^ a dc^eadanb 
of Fatima, daughter of the Prophet and wife of AIL TIo la to 
appear m tho latter days of Islam^ whoa there shall be * a genera! 
decadence in political power and ia momb" in the MoBlem worlcL 
To wards tha begumiog of the HJth centiiryi of the Mohamadaii 
or the beginning of the I5th century after Christj BCTemi 
Mabdb of great pretenoiona arose in India Foremost among 
them was Mir ^lohammadt son of Mir Sjad Kbnii of Jaun- 
pur, He announeed to the world hb mk^ion that be bad 
been sent to thb earth to deter men from ain and wickednesfi 
and lead them to the path of Firtoe aod righteonsdess, and that a 
Toice from heaven had whispered in bb cars the diFpin errand, 
Ma!idi, * thou art Mjihdi/ Tbna declaring himsalf com^ 
mbstooedf be cmbm:kod on hb career aa a public preacher and 
teacher of religioii+ Hb great orutorical powers gamed for him 
many followers who belie¥ed in hb miracles. He found a zealous 
follower in Suitaa Mohauiuunl 1, King of Gnjrat^ but waa auhse- 
queutty compelled by hb euemles to leave for Meeeaj whence he 
proceeded to Baluchblao^ where he died in 911 AH, (1305 A. 

Hb tomb bc^me a place of great pilgrinmge^ and after hm 
death the sect founded by him c3o tinned to fiontish. 
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Another Mahdi who appeared about thb time was Sheikh 
Alai, a Beogali MuauLmaii, who settled in EiApii in 0^5 A. H. 
(1528 A DiJ. Hb fame reached lilam Shah, who suminoned 
him to Agra, and although the Xing was resolved at first to 
put him to death as a dongerons domage^ue, he wns so ebann- 
ed by the eloquence of nn address which AIa] delivered, in tbo 
preflence of Hb Uajestfi on the vaniiy of the world and the 
minbility of earthly riches^ that he not only pardened the 
Sheikh, but aent couked pTQvblonafoT him from the royal kitchen^ 
It was about thb time that Sbeith Mubarak becaioe attached to 
the Mabdawia sect; and an Infiuential body at court, namely 
the learned men of the Empire^ became bitterly hnatile to hb 
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interests Tlia body of learned men was howled by Monlaaa 

Abiiilla, of Sultaapnr, auTDamed A/rttftdam ttl JSfi^ ; and for 
iDOTe tbap twenty years Mubarak was persecuted ; hu lands wwe 
confificateJ, ond he was compaWed to flea for hia Ufa, until hia 
aujifl grew up tiiru-ed the tables on bia persocutora. 

The perancution of the Mahdawia leftdera went on rigoranaly 
dodng the lailer part of rslara Shab’a reign. Thus, Mian 
Abdullah, a Niazi Afghan and a disciple of Syad Mohammad of 
Jaunpur, who. being anmcnoned to His Majesty's prcseace at 
Blannb, had Csilad to observe the nsnal etiquette, was so eevarely 
beaten in the King's presenEa that be was left for dead on the 
ground. While the royal camp was in the Poujab, Sheikh Alai 
w:i3. under the King’s orders, whipped by a menial so severely that 13«> 
some bid woimda he bad on his neck broke open and the Sheikh 
fainted and dlol His body was trampled ander the feet of an 
elephant, and ordeia were passed that it should not be bHried, 
Tfhec. to the terror of all, a most destruedTO eyclono suddenly 
arose, and. when it abated. Alai's body, so the story goes, was 
femnd Utei-ally buried uoder rosea and flowers. This happened 
in 957 AH. AD.). The end of Islam Shah and the 

downfiill of hia Empire aoon followed. 
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The death of Sheikh Alai was a severe blow to the 
MahdAwiB and a great triatnph to the learned at court The 
pereecution of the Mnhdflwia continned with vigour until after 
Akbsr established his court at Agra. The pi^y of Ulemas. 
conepicuQua ammig whom were Sheikh Abdul I?abi and Makhdum- 
nl Mnli. poisoned Akbar'a ears against Sheikh Mubarak, 
representing that he belonged to the cIobb of innovatora, and 
wan not only himself beguiled, but led othera astray. Having 
in some eort obtained the kieg'a permifisioii, they sent police 
ofiGccrs to seize the person of Mubarak and to produce him 
before the Emperor. Sot finding the Sheikh and his two sons in 
his house, they pulled down the pulpit of hia prayer room. 
The Sheikh fled to Fatlehpur SOui and employed Sheikh Salem 
Cbiflhtt. who was then in the height of hia glory, to m^te in 
his behalf with the Emperor; but the voaemble Sheikh sent 
BQme money through hia dieciplea to Mubarak, and advised him 
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prncofjd to Giijmt Mubarak^ 80Binf^ tkat Sbelkh Sakiti took 
litnl lild »atiA, utj Interest In hiM wcll-beltig, apeliirnetl eecrctlj to Agra* where 
he went to the house of n friend to seek protection. "That 
IHeiid/ writes Abtil Faith ^ stow] up io dianjay aod feJU-\ and 
peioted out to MiibELTok a dark aod amaU inner room of the 
houfc, in which he lived for twu days with his sons Fyrl and 
Abul FiUrJj suffetiog much trcinhlo aod taconveniencc. The 
friend nltiinotety showed the cold shoulder to his aninvited 
giieslB, who now went siiecesslvely to the hoiiRO of a ^eond and 
third friendj who each of them harboured them for a day or two 
and then turned thorn out. They then fled from Agra and went tu 
a TiHuge where they were hospitably receivcithy o (riendly Zamiu- 
dar. The king was at thU time al Agra j and Fyzi went to 
FaUehpnr Sikti| and induced souie of his fivlheFs friends there 
to make TcpresentalioD on his behalf to HU Majesty* Mubarak 
^ and Ahdl Fassl, after Teinaimiig for a month in the rillfifre, return¬ 

ed to Afira and conccaletl themselves in the house of a ftienEL 

Akimr'i The representsitifliiB at Court made in behalf of Sheikh Mubarak 

wmth uifdEDBt ^ frieods bad the contrary effect. The King's wrath 

the Sheikh was renewed. He severely censured the men who had 
mediated, and, addrtssiog them, said; Do you think I mn 
igiiDnmt of hie whereabouts ? I know whore he is. But don't 
you know the Ulem&s have passed (op religious sentences) 

figaiust him* and 1 aca unable to pass any ordera contrary to 
their decree." 

AkWs fint Tho above iacident shows how strongly Akhar was attached 
to the party of the learnenlf before Mubarak and his fiotiflj having 
gained the asceadaney, turned the scale in their Cavnur. u 
complete change ims effected in Akbar's mind and so severe & 
blow was inflicted on the LTsmas that it resulted iu their 
final downfall. 

When the news from court reached MubsTaki he wai again 
compelled to fly from Agra to save his life. This time he sought 
protection with an Amir in Ihe king's service who was just 
then in camp, a few miles from the metropolisp and in whose 
fneiidship he reposed some relLanco. The fugitives (father and 
sons) reached the Amir s camp at night Not knowing the state 
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offtf&iJfl at Couft, ho ttMordod them n warm nsc^pdoii i but 

when, after three ifeys, he learntliowmatteTsatMd.ila n-ismued a 
dubtoua attitude. One moraing, without giTing hk now unwel- 
ooLOQ hofibJ any ootice, he left hU camp, and lik aervants began 
to lake down tlio tenta. The tent m which Mubamt aud iiia son* 
had basn ttccPimnodateJ. was also taken down, pocked ap on the 
backs of ninloa and taken away, while llubamk and hia two Boris 
remained sitting on the bare gToiiaJ, The fiigitiiei walked to o 
village on foot, but, on reaching it, found, to thsir dismay, that 
thero ^-aj* an enemy of tlieira in it who would seke them instantly 
if he knew of their vkit. Tired of life, they tied to atiother 
village, hut fnuud themBclvaB unwelcome there also. They there¬ 
fore "retraced their steps to Agra at night and took refuge with 
a Mend by whom they were well treated. They remained in hk 
hoiiflo for two months, dniiug which time their Memk at Court 
RPiaed fevorablo opportunitica of speaking to the king in their be¬ 


half. They WBTO much assisted by Akbar’s foster brother, Kliaii-L- 
Azim Hirsa Kokah, who allayed all doubts in the Emperor’s mind, m 

Hifl Majesty's diftpleasuire abaled by degree?, and he was so far con- tlie Emiicrpr. 
cilkteii that he niderod Sheikh Mubarak to attend the Court. 

The Sheikh repaired to the Goiirt, accompanied by hk son, Fyzl, 
and had the honour of an audience vvilh the Emperor. A bid FazI 
was Blill too young to be introduced to Hk Majesty. Akbar re¬ 
eved Sheikh Mubarak homitirably and spoke to him with kind-1* 
ness. From thk time Mubarak erabniced the Su'i creed audj^^tj. 
pr ifossed to be of Chishti's peraiioaion. Wbeu the Court was at 
Didh! be paid regular visits to the Mausoleums of Klinwaja 
Kutabuddiu. Biiklilkr Kaki and Khawaja Nizarauddin Auiju, the 
relebmted saints of Delhi; ihk may have been dim to policy, for 
M iibarak Jiad no religtoii. He regi i lorly attende d Court an d i n one 
of hk visits iotroduced Abul Fazl to the Emperor, who was much Yoatblnl _ 
Btrick by the youthful scholnr's address and the great intelligence 
he showed in hk conversatiom From thk time Akbar began to 
look na Muh&mk and Uk sons with much favour, and hk regard for 
them increased. Abul Fazl, having been brought up In the school 
ofadveraiiy, learnt to be polito and forbearing. He writ™ t ** I t*r to 
made a vow to the Creator not to bo reveugefnl to my enemies, ‘ 
but to forbear and bo forgetful of their vicious acta." Aud he it 
said to hk honour that he kept hk word to the last. He rose to 
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the cffiees in the zcalm and enjoyed thfr moet ~ valnal 

pririlejfe of the king"? confideiifie^ yet he behaved mil Jlj loivanb 
im enemiefl i when hot words occurred hti rcllgkiis gAthenugs^ his 
fepeechea were characterized by Tnodemtioo, and he never lost 
bis self-coutreL There are several passages in the dilti 
the and his famous MwhOikial, or letters, in 

which be has dealt with the queetioa of religimui coatrovergy; 
but even toivords the worst eneenies of his family, like Sheikli 
Abdul Nabi and Uakbmdtim-uI-Mtilkj who had perseonted theie^ 
brought ruip oii them, and oil but killed hla Esther, he hoj used 
temperate language, and^ in commenting on tbeir actions, never 
exceeded the bouads of fair crlticiBui. flaw magnanimoun Abul 
Fail was, may be judged from the circumstance that when 
noticing^ in hb great work, the Ai&rximma, the banishment 
of these men, he has used not a word Indicativei even indirectly, 
of his peisoDEil grievance. 
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At the early age of fiHeen be showed sigus of developmont 
of mental powers and had completed the course of study 
in the branches of knowledge known as and 

namely, those based on rea^n end testknonj. Like his fmtber» 
he cemmenced bis career by taking to the profession of teaching 
at the age of twenty. As an instance of his eitrooTtUnary mental 
powerip it is related that a manuBcript of turn value, compased 
by Isphatiaui, a ceSebmted poet, was handed to him in a damaged 
condidoD, ono half of each page vcrtieially from top to bottom 
being effaced in moat parts^ or bimitp and the passages in them 
being either wholly wantiag or unintelligible; Abul Fazl, with 
a sagacity and skili peculiar to himself^ restored the passages wmt- 
iug in endh of the half lines so preeioety and accurately that 
when, several months after, a complete copy of the work tumed 
u]>, so rcmorkablo au agreement wiis found, on comparisoTi, that 
it appeared a^ if the author himself bad been restored to life and 
rewritten the mauuseript from memciry, Hh biends were not a 
little struck by the wonderful acutencBe, quickness and soundness 
of perception po^ased by the youthful scholar. 
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Abul Foxl was so compleiclj given up to study that he thought 
little of the outside world and was indifferent to the nfiain of 
court, where hia father had numerous enemieSp It was pot 
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until Akbar had invitad Fyn toattcttd court, and the latlet had 
peraistentty adrooiushed him to look after the interaU of the 
family at the Impeml Court, that Abal Faal was porsiiaded to 
give up the idea of leading the life of a recluee. It was in the 
ecvCDteenth year of his age that a change was wrought in hu 
mbd and he adopted a different modo of living from that which 
he had outil then puraued. 

Of Ida first introductioa at Court. Abul Fazl thus writes in the 
AiWwriutma .* “ In these days (IDth year of the reign, or 1574 
(A. D.), oasisledby good fortuoe, I was invited to the king’s pie* 
eenco and had the honour of an interview with hiuii The partreU'' 
lara are briefly these. From ibe age of five to fifteen, I was Bto^wwnut 
under the tutelage of my father and sciiuired proficiency in the imra^ctiBA 
br&nchea of science known as Hitomi (philosophy) and A 05 ^* 

(lradidciii>. Although the gate of wisdom opened on me and I was 
familiar with the laws of thought, yet, owing to had luck, 1 
became conceited and arrogant, and preferred a retired life. Tho 
number of pupils that gathered around me only served to increase 
niy pedantry. Imprudence and injudiciousaesa had so gained the 
masteiT over me, that I became iotoxicated with the ideas 
of seclusion and Holitude, Although my days were spent in 
teanlibg science to Btodente.yet 1 went to the wildcrncH at night 
and there enjoyed the company of the seekers after truth and 
was profited by men who, though empty-handed, were rich in 
mind and heart. The controvcisies amoDg the so-called learned 
and the dissensions among the Ihlae prctendeis excited my 
wander and disgust. I had neither the power to beep riloncc 
nnr the will to speak out Although the wholssoioo advice of 
my father prevented me from outbreaks of fren^, yet jadiciaas 
treatment failed to be of ony avail to my disturbed mind. 

Sometimes my heart wis drawn to the philosophers of Khata 
(Northern Chiaa), at others to the works of Lebanou; sometimes 
1 felt inclined to try qjgumenta with the Z^tnifu of Tibet; at 
others 1 thought of ventariDg on an mtorview with the Christian 
Fathers of Portugal; sometimes 1 longed to asociate with 
the Sun-worship pen of Fdra; at others I felt aninona to have 
rccoume to the doctors of the Zendaveata. 1 hod become tired 
of tho company of the learned of nay own land. I was advised 
by my father, brothers and IricndB, to go to Agra and attend 
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tUe Imporml Court, m tui mlctviow with th^ Emperor wa 3 
calculated to relieve me of mucli of mj aiaxiety^ I was indlderebt 
at first to tbeir admpiution?, but at laat yieldcid, proceeded to 
Agra, the capital, and there bad the honour of an audience with the 
Eio|>eror. Having no richea to present, I laid before Hht 
hlajcAty the cutniiientary on the Ayal «/ Kursi of the Konmi 
a6 a presenL The oficriiig wad gnMjjotisly accepted and a 
favorable reception accorded me, ThoH^ I wasj fur the ftrat time, 
introduced to Cciirt^ 1 need hardJy addj th^ afibble and court" 
eous manner in. which I was received, aud the frank and kind 
conversation Hia Majeaty had with me, acted ou me like magic, 
and produced in my mind a deep iiaprea^iou of at^'ecUou whiuU 
I have ever since chermhed for hiai*'^ 
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Soon after this {]57o A. D,)^ the Emperor ernburked on hm 
great enterpriae, the eubjugatimi of eastern Bengal and Behar, 
Fpi Beeompuiikd the royal camp, while Abu I Fazl stJiiJ 
Li Agra. The Ecuperor asked Fyzi arte* Abul Fazl lu camp, 
and 90 the latter preseoted hiiuEelf berors His Majesty as soon 
03 the Etuperer reLttmed to Fattehpnr Sikri. How the Emperor 
noticed hitn m the grand mosque of Fattchpur Sikri and was 
presented with a comrneutary on the opening chapter of the 
Koran, eaULl^d Sariift. Fart, or the chapter of vicloiy, has been ro- 
lated in the account of Fattehpur SikrL* 


Tb>Thiind>r the Emperors return from Bengal that the 

meraornblfi Thursday evening religious cootroveisks, in which 
His Majesty hiine^lt took a prominent jiart, were ioiitjtutetL 
The leader of the Emperor’s parly was Abiii Fuzl, who succeed- 
td in breaking tl^ union of the Utemat, who uow were divided 
amoug themselvea. Abul Fnz] bo skilfully shifted the disputea 
from ona poLut to another that the disacQBioba auiong them 
reached the highest pitch. It was at this time that Akbar 
Akluriit. was persuaded to assume tho Bpiritual, in ailditioii to the 
leinponil, power, and Iho lamoua diwiiiDcnt, drdled by Sheikh 
hlubarak, was promulgated iu which the niak of iltij/M, 
or infalliable authority ou all matters relating to 
was Bsaigued to the Emperor, and the power of the Church 
concentrated in tho peraon of the *‘Jiist Kiog,'* who aluno 
• Sh CLK]iter IT,, idee isj ntirZ ^ “ 
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liaJ tin:- loatftniJ ftn4 the luiwyera ul the* faith 

being boil ml by liui tkemon^ The Jl:]C^^rl^=ntp'SRyfi Abul Fail 
** was productiTi'e of eioetknt rcBnIk;—(IJ 1 l\w court biicamo ttie 
re^rt of ibe leurued rnen anil sages of ail cfikkIb aaJ uationa- 
filitics; (S) peace was given to aU^ and pocket tuleration prevail¬ 
ed * 1.3) tho disbiterested motivea of tbo ETii[kcrort kboun? 

were directed to a search after were rendered dear* and 

the pretenders to learning and schotarahip were put to ahaioe/" 


The brothera now eojoyad tho personal friendship of the 
Enipcror^ who placed impticit canfideacc in Lheni, In thoao days 
Intorship to the royal princes was considered an oSico of groat 
trust and distinction. TJie degree of confidEnce enjoyed by 
Fv^i may be jndged from the drcunistancc that, i^hBU^ in tha 
2 itli year of the re'igo ( I57fl A. D.), Kutb-mi-dia Khan Babtni 
WJ13 appointed to the tatorehip of the Iicir apparent, Prince 
Salem^ Fyzi was appoioted to the same office, to educato Piinco 
Mnnnl, who had tben reached hb eighth year and had just re^ 
covered from n long illncsn. Kutb-ud-din Khaa was an oid 
and confidential servant of the rojnl lamily, and the a|ipomt- 
nient of Fyzi to the office of tutor to Fririeo MiiruJ showed that 
be was taken into the EmperDr's pessonal confidence like nn old 
famity dependent. If Kutb-ud-din Khan for his services re- 
ceLTOil the distinguished title of Bcglar Begi,"|' Fyzi was* two 
jearB after, exalted to the office of Sadur to Agra, Kulpi and 
Kaliajar. Iti the bogieoing of the year iSSa, Abiil Fazl waa 
pramnted to the rank of Hazari^ or Cainmaudor of oriU thouBand 
horse, and he was^ the foliowlng year* app^^intod Dewan of the 
province of DeiiiL 
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Towards the end of Abul l! azl lo^t his mother^ Ho 

has recorded the following simple poems in the Akbarnaoia 
expresd^'o of the intenae grief fdt by him on thb oecn^ioD s— 


vij Usj j] *) i^ij ^ ly iS J|j 

, . Abdl PmF* 

pH ^ |J b tndtbcF, 


t ATiirkiili tUlAj iiaQtuuioi3:iit <4 the iddiftn Ajuir yl Uruura, -pr Pifuxwf 
Holik. 
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BDtiftitnt nkt LLLdlljcf 11 bm ie^ in lh& Mlhi 

^baiiLil 1 (out of tUrov Just on mj boidt ^4 tbt: Ijurai f 
By tlini lomult nn*i nolvn 1 knQvir^ 

She tannr-t Mtitru from tUo plrwe w^ffiecttitfl eiin ba» gone. 

But vrkat can I do ? my miad han no rcit, 

liATJiig HQ fiiniiafi to make I alluw Eu^-ficlf to ho lonely li’d- 

To ctrELfiolif im fricnilii tho Emperor paid him a vkii of icoti- 
dcilenco fitid tUu9 Bpoke to hitiL 

-_j ^sb y^} iii U 

iJ tjJ* j| jf j 1 D J j L* iJU^ jJ 

ci ly y » j 1 ^1 u^f |j lAjii lj yCi ^ Ui yj 1 j- 

-— 

If tlie people ef LbJ* irn-rki ha4 boeo srmlnwijd wUh ImmurlfllUy mA 
tbey UiiiA nuL htion aubjcoteij Id ilcalb floonnr or hier^ fi'IcndM wllli tbn 
kTinu'leflge of Gpd irciti!li| not bjiTi; lonmt rcBTgnuliaa to IJk ttiH nnil Imol 
In iWm. WliiTr(*fl** Tn Mm C^iiramfi lffif#■^^rnf iLk worlil, ptLimrineiit lift liw 
be^n ^iTun Id tiflcte, nntliiag ui left for Hk alBiLled bnt tQ 
consofDMDd. 

“Tills pnzclont aJtice," Tm'tos Abnl FazI* '■* took a Ji!!Op hoi J 
Of I toy mipJ ivMrli wag rolkTOtl of its 

It wiia aljoMt this poriod that literary imdert-abiogs wore 
■ comoitm^cd: yuder tha aos^pices of the Eaiperor himsolf Tlitia^ 
Lilli vati, a Hindi work Pii Arlthiaotli:;, won translated iato Persiao 
by Shi^ikh Fyzi^ who was alao appoiDted to traualato some ehap-- 
tern of th^ MtdiabttaraL He also translatodf in metneal tatta^ 
the Hindi atory of cbo Iotq of Nal aud Daman iJter tbo Masoawl 
motro of Loila^oMajiiiiri. It waa eompoaed in 1M3 A. {1594 
A. D.)^ and comprkoi about 4,200 voiAes, midf aoccirditig to 
Eadaom^it toot Fyri only the short space of five uiontba to 
uompoae ibis ndiairablts work It waa presented to the Emperor 
by the aiitlior with a few Ashradst or Gold Mohurs, and Hia 
Majesty wcia so much pleased with it that be appointed Nnulb 
EiiDD to read it to him. Abu I Fazl tfanslatcd the KAioUb 
Datntia imder the title of -iyati DanisA 

In the begiiining of 1593, Abul Faal was promoted to the 
rank of two thoa-snrd home. Qa now belonged La the circle of 
the groat Amirs of the Empire. During the eamc year 8!ieikb' 


FjRi WBii dejjiiUnl tu tbt cuurtfi of BurtiUii-ul-MuLk, b liic Dett;iiii 
and Raja All Khan, nf KhantfcSi as n plauiiiotctiliarv of thti para- 
mouut Pun-or; blit bis younger brotlniJr, Abul Faal. reiHaipad in 

■ liuiigiJintp altciiLlttiJCd at court 

Atici- the ptiblicatieu of bis fatueiia doctimoiit. Sbtildi JliiUa- 
nik lived a retired life ; but, wheu tho Royal camp iviis Lu LnboTC, 
the Emperor soul for hitu. The Sbeikh was uow ia his ostrcuie 
old age. Ho joined the Uoyal titinp, but his health broke down 
BOuu after, and ho enfthred from IHucsfl Jor seven dnvs. Abul 
FhtI waa present at his Gather s liut imjoieuta Tile aged Mu* 

bnriik gave bis sou soniio odmonitiolie, and in a state ef perfect 
coDscintistiess cloaed hia eyes aod wuti uo mort'. lie died on Sun¬ 
day. the 17tb Ziipiaduh, 1001 A, H. (or 4th Septotnber. 1SD3 
A D.), at the oge of uincty, Toivsrda ibo ' iid of bis life, be lived 
in seclusiou. Ilia last years had been oeeupiQil in writing a com- nj, (.wi 
uicutnry on tha Qurau, which he styled Jii’inlmn. worki/ 

Ayun. He coiuplctod it, in spite of ftiiliiig health and defeclive 
cye-dght, hefota hU deatli* He had comuiittcd to uiaoiory 
the ftii-ioi ode. consistiiig of seven hundred verses, tho KasiJah 
Barda, the oda of Jfn-ub liin ^tiber and other sacred odes iti 
praise of the Creator, and recited them as daily houiilica,* This 
shows that he died aa a good Mohamedau. 

Two years afterwards Abul Foal also lost hia elder brother, 

Fvzn Sc was taken ill at Lahore in the antuam of 1505, aud his 
coniplaiLit dcveltijjcd into pnliuonary apopleiy, Hhs illness lusted 
for two months, and for two days before his death ho rcmaiiicd m 
a state of iinconnciousiiciii Al Baduuni writes that, up to his lust 
momeuts, Fyzi tejected lelaai. '* It h related of liiiu,” writes the 
liifltoriiui, “ that, whon in Ilia last ogoaios. be was heard harking 
like ft dog. Extremely higoLiiil as bo was. Cmm a^joiitacy and 
diatiolief ju Islam, he talked heresy ntld ucmscusc with tlir 
Icadera of the true tilth, evou in a stale of aeiiii-eoiiBcicniimcEia 
until he tpcuTnc ejipcchlcus and went to his uriginel nboitc. 

The date of bis death was tmud iu the woTila, 

Uii wiii a ^liVlittajilicrp iCiiLaiiiiQp rifiiaii4U*t nmil jiiUrwL 

• BdrlibDUl —Alulnl Qmiilrr fthalv when Sin HaJ' jfPLlitg/ ll” ftwilitiilmt -a 

fQJT flCYOili lit 'WiiiipAliy cf. -Sin'IiLti jiJubiLfiAha 
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ALotii€r dfcite in tliL^ wriTits;— 

JL^^ 

^ TlfcL“ IttstitotB of nlhokrci w brokiiMi/ 

VVheD hfl reaa in thn ngonies of death i tfiD Emperor went lo 
iwSi rnising liia bead jjeiitljf witL bh own Hnniib, 

cried out many times^ ^ Sbeikli, Jio 1 Sbrnkb^ Jiii! I havn brought 
ILkklcn Ali with mo; why dou"£ you speak to me?*^ Aa he was 
uncoQjseiaiis, no reply or fioiind cnino. Again did the Emperor pxit 
tbe fiMjie [juostiuPp but uo reply wua returned Upon this 0ia 
IMnJestypOrerpowei^d with grief, lure off bla turhau and threw It 
cm the graunJ. He tbon spoke some wonk of ceuBolatioc to Sheikh 
Abnl Fazl and withdrew. Soon after this, Lhe death of Fyri was 
announced The event occurred on 5lh October, 1595. Abut 
Ffizra account of bk bmthcr'e death, given in the Ahhanmniit^ ia 
naturally more lavou table than that of the hislarion Budaozii. 
According to Abel Fuzl^ when Lho Btsiperor cried out* Fyri* in 
liifl Jjist muinentflj *Miu opened Ins cijtjfi and liKikud on iho Em¬ 
peror with despair, hut could not spf 

Abnl Fas:[ was now promoted to the rank of two tboimud 
inOokirti fiv 0 hundred horfrQ, Eut he bad many cnetuieo at Cuurtp and 
they were uuAiouB to gee him dopated on go me militaiy expedi¬ 
tion in a distant rcgiQii like the Deccan, where ho might mis- 
tiiuimgo like cainpaigii, or ^law want of skill iu admiuLstratioD], 
and thus incur the royid dlaplcasuro. But the real reason^ in 
Abu! Fazr^ own words, woe tluit he never deceived Akbaij and 
whati he'tuew about uLbers be represented Mtkfuijy to him 
whenever Hla Majesty bad ocai^iQu aat him.* TMs waa 
ivhiit cnade liim unpopular at Cuurk^ mid UiO bcirmpparout, 
Salum^ belonged to tbe party of iha disatTeutod. Towards the 
dti^ of tho forty-third year of tlifl reign (1597 A. D.}, Abul 
H^EtEontdiit FfiLdI ivcni^ fi/r tlia first time, sent on active duty* He Was seat 

fcftrrteE to --- ^ 

DeBuiflH + Thnna ie a aeutluo oi tha S!oh4Lm<?dHU ivdlsra wUo hhva tried Ki bkw KyiJ 

Imm blip oharE* gf tuiil su«jrt L[im.t iic yrtklicil iJiti Pt&r^IiEli bfiliiro 

kin iliiAUj. ^ fclifl Wily.it Le of Abul Find wlnsii ^hMh AIhiI 

,1 id Lii^riV tkinomwai.l Abul Fotl ari AU Uttlifei]Usteir, 

t IB dTirnnihiUmsiE ft nmbtlMU hi AIjqI FaA bo the 

rri*ae Vini to Aifi down, kitd 
Pillni s iliiq Jiiriii (ISil fire Mfmij daw diLring till lUo u vil dcudj, bnt Q*ao -of hu book^ 
tunwhiniMs Witji hvnrds, /OUftd. riwanl Site for the «ake of theif 
^Iteottxani ikuij li.lu tlio wUkwl far KiueokBu! Tby Ions' piud tJicife wofJ» 
HHVod tiim.'— 
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la thti Dcctati, wtiero Prince SI iim'J, Ibo Eiupcrar's dccuitJ soOf 

bad, ivith the ahsittUiuca of SlirZA A.biJul RuhiiUf A AriH’£’'ii Ayintf 

uasfiiubled au army. Hia iiistruct'ioiia were ttmt, ahould the 

Amir^ of the Dcccao uodortabe tho pratootiiJti of ihutt 

country, Abul Fnal was to brb>j the Primia to GourL If 

not, be was to sc ml the prince to Guurt nmi hiioself remuju in 

the ilecciu in coniioauti of tbo truapa uti Jer Shah Rukh Siirza, 

the Emperor's BOQ'-iu-laff.i The Priuco, Imrt'cver, ditil of 

j/eZiVtuwfi'iJ™™, ill lOGO (1307 iS. D.}, on the bauka uf tho 

Puina, twc'uty koa ffoin Dowlatabad Abnl Fiinl airivetl at 

Burhnupur, where Bahmliir KLan, king of Rbaiidea, whiRie 

brother bail luamed Abu I Faud's sister, and who ivoa uu witling 

to iiid tho luiperkliato iu their war ou the Dccciin, tried tu 

bribe the minister by aeuditig him a rich present, whiob. 

however. Abut Fasl refused, saying thnt the favors sliowofud ou 

hiia by tte Euippiior hud cxtingtiished iu hiui ud dcsiie of 

receiving presnuta from olhnra. SVIieu Prince llanld. third aon 

of Lhu Emperor, was uppointeJ to tho coiumund of Ahmud- 

nagur, Abul Fail, at Akbut's Tot|iieat, left SliiRi Shall Uiikh, 

jmd, tlm EiJlfHM'or hiiviiig now iiiuisclf pruceoded tu llio sful of pr^ ^ 

war, Abul Fosl met Uis Majesty uL Kharguii, ucor Bijagurh. scat uF woi. 

Akbar recolved bim with the fuduwing. verso: 

^ Ij j* ^ lii, y Lj tj lii l! 

furtLinatis I# Un? ut^litriud WtiL-criii^ 1 I 10 i:cti>aEt]ig]*t 

Whtiu i rilii^utd iftlk wlxU Liu dJETijiiDiit wlili iIhIj^IiL 

AbiiJ Kuzi'a niiit wjys rtiJfied to Ibc comuiJinci of faur 
ihuusaiiil lioi^o, tlo db^tlxigulsalied LiiiJiSLiU’iti ivar JiLiJ rtu^ditid 
the eomuieiidiitiw o£ hid 

ftktwiwhile Prince Sidcm, who had been aeut ^gainut the 

Eutici of Udfejpur, with IlivjLi ^Itiu Singh m Lieutetnuit^ rebel kd 

agoinst hb futher. He o^uineJ rogul fnxietiyiis ni Allnhubmlf 

seUed uy the Lreu^ui'y theroj wtdeh cootiducd Xdl^U^'ilOO, and 

euiued waiver and guLd money in lib own uame^ Akbar^ wbn hud 

reinrned from BLiiiinuuur to Aijm, irritated at the cuuduct ni 

^ tuni to Asj:*, 


t wiifl nuuTurd fAt i^hiikniimiM Li LUlJi 4. ^ (liDlli A. D.J. w*m 

iQrUMl^i gcKYiqriwr of MiOwik mnA dutmguktuH] Huuuf^f In t\m d| thd 

Hu ffnuKifiAlliUirr j^LituiniUi, gdudrftlly cdl^l WikU BiulMkbftJiill mi 
t^4UilMjji oE AIju Stbii'tl MiEXiL IjLIi la dcjaenmt Eroak Tpijcirr Shab Riik!l4 hrli! it 
rank of wr-su ihnnsiLTiil, winch WM In Juhvinfni 1 sn'ixfn-—£^iff?£Ai»RW!u. 
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his soil, seiit for xlbul Fmlt Mi oulj tru^tworllij acrvaiiti. Tke 
luinistor, piiLLlug hh mu AIhIuI iiiiJ|im:iti la chiirgti of hiij cor|jw,. 
auJ Uikiu|^^ leave of Prlucti Daiibl, ml OTit for Eheoqmpauii:!! 

by ii^vo or tlireti hundrcjd harseuioQ. ^ ijbuh SLitutiip wlio kti^vt 
hoTf boistile Abul Fiizl was to his itiJieriiiiLd| apprahoiid- 
mg, not Tfltbout groiiaitt, thiil his preaeuijis aE, tho liop^riuJ 
Court at this ju act tire woulil be protlucliYe of boftij to kita and 
exaapoiate hia father aiill luoro Bgaiiiat litiu, dutonuiaed to 
means to deEpatoh the ciiiubter on hk ivay to the capiuit. He 
accordingly induced Raja Bir Singh^ a Bundiik chief of Arctia, 
whose territory Abul Fiial was to pass, to tEitccoopt ami kill hitu, 
promiEiiug bj iT* a largd re ward j with a coEJUumcid of sonio thonnaud 
cavalry for the aervioe. The lijga pnatcd ouo tbouz^and cavnlry 
all Li I threo thoD?ajjdi inliiiitry ab a tlistaiicci of throO or fuur koa 
frotn liwxilior and kj in ambiiecade. Abnl Fna:! continued hb 
journey unawares thmiigh Bit Singli"* territory. Ho was wurLicd 
at Ujjcu of Sale Ill's in tontions, hut said tbit nu thing could stop 
him on hk way Lu ciio cnpiLaL Ho came in eight of the Raju's 
troops nciir Seroe Bar, elk kos from Narwar, At this la&t 
iuomunL ono of his old faithful snrvimts^ Gidui Khan, u Futhnii, 
advLSOil him to out hk way to Aiitrii whore three thuu&and of 
the royal troops were statiouL^d tiudur lid Ruyati and Suraj 
Singh; but the high spirited miuistar thought, it boticath 
luB valour to retreat He was soon aurruuEidcd by Bir Singb'a 
troops. The handful of horsetiieu who fonjiBil hk iJscLrt dcbiid- 
ed him bravely to the lustp but were gnidually wora out by 
BUIMirior uuueWf^ Abul FazI, BLamling uuder a neighbouring 
treCj fought like a hero uguiuHl. troLuendous aij^d hia boily 

was piercod by tlie knees of the trooper^- ikiu^, covered with 
wounds, he fell to tile gryuiid ulid eKplrei Ilk head Woa 
severed from his body and sent as u trophy to the Frince, whu 
waa dehghtod to aoe it and ordered it W be thri^wii on a dirty 
epol where It ky espiaed for a lujig Linic. I'liO event hap¬ 
pened on Ftkky. the 4Lh lUbi-ul-awnl, Ihll All. (1^1 h Aiigubt^ 
1G02 AD.) 

Jiihuugk frankly udnilU hk guilt iu bi^ tueiooirs and pleudb 
the ini^dikt duijo by tho Sheikh to his iultiresk at caurt aa the 
leLisori nf hk avcEigiiig liiiuaclf on hiEU. ' Akhuugli iny fatherp" 


ABUL F A/l- 




Jidnugir in li'ia i»u*moiTB, " wiis nuieli H'soj ilL liiaL, I 
con It] MOW go to him without (nitioyaiice, atitl lie wna gfadutiily 
reconciled with nie," 

When the intelliifonce ni Abut Fual'a deftlh roAched tbo court, [nicn^rrtf’f 

- ^ ¥-* r “j- Til, 

no one hrul the counige to inform the Linporor ol it i he |«irui. 

greotoat of the nohlasi, tlie forcennat rimong the grantiee*, 

trembled to approach Eia Majestj with each bwl news m the 

death of his moat beloved frimid and valued coiiiicillor, or felt rc* 
luetaut to do bo. There wsm an old Tartar cualoui, atitl prevailing 
nniHHg the deseendanta of the house oF Tjainr, of nuBouncihg ttin 
death of a prince of royal hlood by iho iutraductimi cjfliia wiiif 
to the royal preaencR with a blno Imiidkerchiof tied rnttud Ins wrist 
Following thb cuntoin, Ahul Fasl's Vniit presented hiniaelflwforB 
the throne with a blue handkerchief tied aver hia wriaL Aklmr 
perceived what had happened. Iiitenae was tho grief felt by 
him at the death of hia friend and miniatBr. Ha felt it 
more keenly than that of his own helovad aon- He refuserl to 
sea people for eevcrnl days, and when tho particuLirs of tho 
murder were narrated to him, he Mdlniined * “ If it ivos Salem s 
desire to hecome Emperor, he might have killed liis father, hut 
spared Ahul Fuxl,” and then recited the following verae: 

isai Jj.A jl bt 

iO*T ^ y 

Wlitirt Qiir Slieikh, wkli *ifneerit/, cajqa to ua Ea 

Osit ot Ji kcED Jeairo to kM^our fuet^ lie cotao vrltkout Ikuiiil ^lEid Ififit, 

The Emptiror seat Ptitr Eiis aud Rjya Rsy Singh mth detach¬ 
ments oftroopa to puimfa Bb Sin^h, hut, after some elight c-n- 
connterp he fled to the Other detjichineats n?ere &ut>ae- 

qiieiitljr aeut^ and oo one occs^iou Bir Singh wm traEmded and 
had a narrow cfcnpc; but the Eniperor'a own end was near- By j 4 i,j,ugfr 
His Majesty'a death all fears were allay etL Bir Singh 
presented himself before the new EinperQfj whoj as a reward for 
his serrice^r granted him tho jugir of Uudeelia and created him 
a Commander of ^bre^ tbonaaiid hor^, 

Abnl Fiizl po^cssed a lofty chariieter and a noble heart He Hh^ tilmrAc- 
displayed no taite for poetry, but hia style of composition is 


AKBAR A^iVt HtHtXiURT 






very elinraijU’rLHtic iitirl cam Lmj ea41j rcE!<i^rEij,i^j. Jtfl clijeJ 
(>&ciiliurititr3 nre purity uf idsafl, peiTutili TimkIuiii ffijiri hit^^ exalt- 
mDral :iijil refined U^te. Net a b to he 

fouEid ill hb volununons works in which immomUty ia pn-^sed 
iTii ntmrjindiETeteiiee The style h ueih|tte und ciigiiiHod^ aiids 
ihodgli diBieult and perpte^idg for begiaaera^ has a bea<vty 
of itfl own. The ar|;iimeets are weighty and the siihjects 
dealt with so arlmirably treated that they canimt foil to impreR^ 
the reader^e mind and inspire him with a sense of adniiratiun for lEie 
iLcnnirkpiSslicd irritcr. Hix style vrim mnnb adriiired in the court 
of IV’hrttiip and Hh Alajesty, king A.biliil!ah» of B^kharaj saidt 
Ho was more afraid of Abul Fastis pse^ than oJ Akbiir*iJ aTvorJ.^*^ 


^ , Of the private liFo nf Abnl Fad the itnthar of 

\H^ ITuiera^ quoted by Profossor Bfoehniann, writc-f: He dcitired to 

live at peace with all mun* never said anything improper^ 
Abnso^ stoppages nf wages, fiaes^ absence on tha part of his 
aorvaat^ did not eiist in his houaebald- If he appuintoJ a man^ 
whom be afterwar-b fullnd to h-2 iiieles^he did not remova himi 
bat kept him on aa long as lie enuEd^ for ha used to say that^ If 
he diseniflaed blm, paoplc would acett^ hlia of want of ponetra- 
tioD in having appulnteil an niisiiit-ib!a agent Oa the day when 
the 3un cDtered Ariea, he mspected hb whulo kouseholij, and 
iuofc stock, keeping the luvoatory with hiinrieEf, and burning last 
year's books^ He also gave his wbnla wardrobe to hia Horvants^ 
with the except!0El of bia trotiaera^ which were burnt in lus 
presence. 


He bad an extraordinary ap pc tile, Ic ia said that, exebu^iva 
of water and fnH| he coTisniiiel tLiily tiventy-two seera of food. 
Hb aoa^ Abdul Rahman^ used to sit at table cu? stt/tir^rAi (bead! 
batlar); the siiperiLteQileiit of tlia kitchsDj who was a Uabame- 
dan, wa^inlBO in atteadancej and both watebed to see wbether 
Abul Foil would eat twice of ono aud the samfl diah^ If ho did, 
the dish was sent up agnin the next du.j. If any thing appeareil 
Hit mimifi- tasteless, Abul Fa;^! gave it to his son to taste, and ha to the 
*^**^*' superiii ten dent, but no word said about it. When Abul 
FiiA was in the Decenn, bis table Injury exeeaded all baliof. In 
an immense tent one thousaad rkb dishes 
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dnilf served up and distributed acflOD^ the Amirs ; and near it 
anothef large tent was pitcbed fnr all cainers dine, wbather 
rich nr pent, and liAicrAri (rice and <£ai) was conked all day and 
vraa served out to any one that applied for it. 


Notivithstanding the high nmk held bj him m tie realm and 
the Gonfidaace reposed in him by the Emporor^ Abnl Fazl never jrT«dy itiHu- 

. 11 11 II I «niMil bf kH 

accepted a title. It la true that he ib charged by all iMohauiMa- kroihera 
dan writers with being an uabalieveri and Ak bur's apoataej a^*PuiL 
from Inlatn ia ascribed to him and Ma hrotherj -Fyrij yet the 
credit Is greatly dae to the brothers of euunciating^ under the 
guiding spirit of their great mastQr, those priacipleg of tolera¬ 
tion and freedom which had the happy result of reconciling 
people of all creoda and nationalities to the Moghul rule in India 
and attached them strongly to the throne, thus making the peiiod 
of Akb&r':^ rule one of the brightest and most prosperous in the 
history of native rule in the Efl;StJ 


Kha^j-e-Azim Mirza Koka found tbo date of Abul FazVs death 
in the hemistich: 


aUJ tAj Ui ftlil 

God death wbftt He chooleB itwl e^imiiiaiidetb wliflk tie mcif. 
Tliemlnkculoos swerd of^od^a Pr&phet Ims the rtbcl'a lifluri cut Aw^y. 

The numerical value of (rebel) ia 1013# The headj or 
first letter, of the word BaghI Is v value. 

Thufip cuttiog off 2 from 1013, the balanco is 1011 1 the Hijra 
year of Abul Fazls death. The hemistich shows the centempt 
in which Abul Fail was held by tbo orthodox daaa of Moham- 
madans. It is said that Abul Fazl appeared to Khau-i-Azim 
in a dream and saids “The date of my death lie^ in the words, 
Bandah Abu) Fari'' which likewise give lOlt 

A. H, 



the inatitato^ of Akbar, which he completed in the 4ind year w<^rkl DfAtuU 
of Akbars reign; (S) the Akbamumcit 1*^ three Tolumes, con- 
bainiug an accounti of Akbor up to the 4dth year of his reign; 

-^3) the ZnsAni A6af eon tabling letters written by Abul 


U 


♦ Hlochmaci jpiflc XAvul. 



His AjckzLOW- 
Icdoiiiflnt of 


256 /1. KR4R AKH his COUH'T* 

Fail to kings and chiefe Tie book includos iotereatiDg letters 
WTitt&o to Purtugutse FaticMi and lie kings of Bokbara wid 
Pc mo. It wai com piled j aftet Abul Pazl^a deatir by Abdul 
Sarnud, hod qf Aizal Mobanimad, son of Abul FaJETa aistor, and ^ 

alfio bb *Qii4o-law ; t4j Tie A^ar^i-Danhht a Persian tfaufilu- 
tiouof EaUkih Dmmahi (5) thq Rimiah Mu^najai or ‘tie*tise 
on prajers"^ (tl) Lu^hatf a bsicograpbical work* 

(7) Ka$!ikd, or Beggar's Bo^fij a coUcctiDd of anecdotes and 
abort Htories^ (») Coinmentanes m isome chapters of the Kotuu. 

The part be took iu tnuiHlations from Sanskrit Trorks has already 
been referred to. 

In bb biograpbicul noteSf given at tie end of the Ain* Abnl 
Fazl enumerates the blessings of God happily an joyed by biuii 
for which be expresses his gratitude to the Almighty* Ho meii' 
iiqiis the gifts aa an ackikowlodgmeiit procoodiug Crum a gratefut 
heart. Tbey are m fullows — 

1. High birth and parentage. 

2. A period of blessings and peace. * The anclenla have ^ 

prided thamaelvea on the justicoof the kings of previous flg&B- 

If I am proud of the age of hanuoDy brought about by the 
justice of the King, it ia no wonder \ ^ 

3. Ciood fortune. 

4 Nobility of dfjscent on the fatber'a side. 

6. A bealtby and weU-prciportioued body. 

b. Long service to tbo king* wliiqb b a source of protectioii 
from internal and external dangers. 

7^ UnfaiiiDg healLh. 

8. Splendid house to live in* 

0. Perfect freedom from anxiety about means of liveliboiML 

10. * Daily inorcasiog desire to serve my pareates and to please 
them. * 

11* * Ever iDcrcasing kindness of my father. ^ 

12. Suppllaace to the threshold of God. 

13. Respect for those who arc ihc beloved of God* 

11. Tin tailing per^verance. 


arfl 
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Ifi, An cxtcnaivc library, coataiarnff werfe on every branch 
rifnitefiil anil entortaining knowlndge, 

16. *My Father’s hearty Joaire that I flhoiiUI not waslc my 
time, bat apend it in the parenit of knowledge,’ 

17. Bnlightebod and genial companions. 

18. A desire to search after truth. 

19. Swvicc of the ‘ King nf the World’ (OflAnn Kkadeo). 

20 . The Bhnnoing of habits of pride and arrogance. 

21. Peace with all, 

22. Loyalty to * my Royal master, hniring the kunwkdge 
of God* 

21 Securing of the king’s confidence and patronage withont 
being indebted to anybody fbr it, and withoHt peraonal exertion. 

24. Dutiful and learned brothers, 

2A llAiringe into a good Jkmily. 

36. A dutiful son, 

27. A grandson. 

28. Fondness for reodiog bewki on mom In, 

29. A correct estimate of maa. 

30. A habit of speaking the truth and lintred of speaking 
ill of any naan. 

31. Lack of trust in worldly affiiira. 

32. * Ability to write this important work' (the Ain). 

Abnl Fazl has eloquently dwelt on each subject; but it hos 
been thought sufficient to note hia ‘ ackiiowkdgmeiit of God'a 
gifts' to him brieSy here. In connccUou with the last gift, he 
records his pleasure at completiDg tha work iu the following 
poem;— 

jJ ^ 

\) ^ jj li i> j*i r--'^ 

I linv* flomiiMwl iueli wwiifieffiil -a 

TIuU Iti my may tw gfttlkerd 

I Jifl fo ei^inpUBtl ttia of 

That MBtatly ImpartA anto th& mimL 


AKBAfi AXD HI-S COFHT, 




RelfttUfl 
meHU of 
Abol FmI 
And Fjnd. 


As regiuds the rolatife taleota and occompltabmeuts of 
Abul Fazt Bud Fyzi^ it La didicult to veoturo a verdLcb oa to 
which of the two wan the greater sobolar. Both were gifted 
me a and possessed eatmordhuiiry ge&iua Fyzi had a poetical 
mind, while Abul Faal eioelled him ia prose. If Fyzii'a poema 
command the admiratioa of the learned for their beauty and 
excellence, A bul Fazl'a prose is famous for the originality, purity 
and nobility of its sentimenta, its etatescnanship and the per* 
feotioa of its st}‘le. Both possessed political genius. The 
school of adversity in which Abul Fazl was brought up taught 
biiD to be polite and forbearing even beyond the expectations 
^of the time. 


It is to the greatest credit of bis father that be gave such 
Bound instmotioa to his sons, and there ts no doubt that the sons 
owed much of their learning to the great personal accomplish* 
meets of their Mher. The love which, the brothers Fysi and Abnl 
Fasl bad for each other, and the esteem with which they regarded 
one another, la apparent from their respective writinga 


Abul Fozl has giran proof of hia devotinn to bis brother by 
introduemg nniaeroua passagea from his works. In a long ode 
TheoaEi composed by Fyzi, he thus compares himself with hia brother 

of ^ bi Aimi 

of 

Abnl Past. ♦ i^SiiA4 jl ACji 

f jtL*/ jfj Jl 

j'i- ^ ^ J 

fji \ji J JJd yj 

jA# ijLi jj 

f j** Si hv 

Jui JJ j ^ ij U ^ 

f y uJjji ^ Jfj\ y ^ JJ 

Jj-lj ^jUx U JJ 

\JS Urtjj jf ^ 

Whef^ver o H\\t frem loftinihBB and lownesa it foDnil 

1 coont my pUliou mkiTe the &kUf ind ag^m hanikkr than the grouaJ, 

With n fftlhcr whoie klr^doi^B 1 hare [lortraj-^d 

111 Uatmajj my prldo from my eitomDed brotk«r ii mado. 
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Onunent of Ifiaraina *p< 1 wiidma Abul Fud Iiaat wlitMn 
TUe bmlft of kaovlodgo U <lUod wp iwkI ptrfiim*- 
la iMjBampliilnwnt* tbue is t joiurMy of boiuif&il yo«s betwscd hm wid 
tnf, 

AUKoogb Ib ■£« t nm olilsr to bim bjr yew* two or thrt». 

In ihe lyo* of the BirianeT its tstimstloft cinnot rise high, 

If th* losn brsncli of a bnrPBii tree towers htgiiw up * rrf* sUndlng by. 

Abul Fail, in the Ain. give* the following list of Sholkh 
Mubarak'a sons:— l»r*k- 

1. Sheikh Abul Faia, knovm by hia poetical eaiae Fyzi, 
ham 95* A. H. A D.); died childless 1S93. 

2. Sheikh Abul FazI, born Ulh January 1551, rauTdered lath 
August, 1602. 

3. Sheikh Abul Barkat. bora, 17th'Shawal, 060 (1552 A. 13.). 

"Though his attaianiento are not very high, yet ho is well 
informed, is a good-man of buaiiiess ajjd well versed in fendug. 

He is good natured, food of Oarweshos and ftusioua to he of 
use." Served in Khandes uader Abul Fosl. 

4. Sheikh Abul Kher, bora 967 A. H. (1559 A D.) A student 
of Amir Fitbullah Shirnii. Served iu the Dekkau, 

.1. Sheikh Abul Makann, born 976 A, H. (1508 A. D,! 

All the above were born of the same taothor. 

6, Sheikh Abu Tamb, bora 988 {1580 A. D.) 

Of Mubarak** daugliters, Professor Bloch man ii meutiouH four i Hh danet- 

One ttiarried to K^hudawaiid Khani of the Diikhji>xi» m 
Couiiijaiader of one UiouseidJ* Ho ts a uibu of imposing stature 
and well known for his persona] courage, Hia temper waa hot. 

Once Abul, Fazl iuvited four grandees to a dinner parly in hm 
hou% Among them was Khudawand Rhan« Dishes of fowl 
wore placed hofore liiuii htit before others roasted meat was laid. 
Khudawoiid hecame excited and left the party, T!ie good laatured 
Akbar tried to aasuio him that no iueult was intended, but 
he wos never reconciled to Abul Faxl^ 

2. One married to a aon of Raja Ali Khan of Khandea. 

3, One married to Hisaiuuddiuj son of Obasi Klnm BadakhaliJ. 
and a Commander of one tbousaniL Ifo aerved in the Deccan 
under Kban-i^khaDau* Onee he expres&ed hia wish to renounce 
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the world ami tarti a Faltir nt the toaib of ffiBaiii-iKl-flin OtitJn, 
in Delhi. Khaii-i-khiiiuui in vain tried tn poraumlEj him m 
abnndfla tbs idea, but Eisaiu, tha oeAt Onjv tiire hU olothae, 
covered hla boJj with mud and cby aud weut into the jimglo. 
Akbftc permitted him to rcsigu. Efieam itv,?d oa an aseeda at 
the tomb of KiMm-nd-dm fur thirty yejUB, The Saint Khawajn 
liw\i miUh •' empowered him tu guide travellers to the path 
of pietvV^ ne died in 103+ (1024 A, D.X HLi wife (Abul 
fazl s aleterh by tho dasire of her iji^sb&nd, gave awav all ber 
jewels to the DarvOThea She fised an nntiual nlloWiico of 
12,000 Riipaea for the mflititeuttnae of her husband's eel!. 

4. Ladii Bcganij married to Islam Khan, a graaclBon of 
Sheikh Salem Cfmhtt, She died m 1017 (IBOi* A. D.), or five 
years befarc her hasbandV death.* 


rITkIIL. ths Rahman. 

jr^cJAbiil bora in 979 A. 1571 A. D.). The -SaniH name was given 

to him by his grandfather. Ha distinguished himself lu the 
war in Talangana. Johangir did not tranefer to liim the dklike 
which he had for hia father, for he raised him to the dignity of 
Commander of four tJjouaani horse and conferred on him the 
title of Afzal Khan, In the third year of Jahangir’s reign, liP 
was iDstalied in the ofBoo of the Governor of Behar, vise lelaiu 
Khtm. the husband of Abid Faz! s sister, and Gorakhpur was 
eoaferred on him as a Jagir, As Governor of Behai-, hii heaJ- 
tjEiarters were at Patna. He died iu lU2a (1013 A. D,), in the 
eighth year of Jahangir’s reign, or eleven yeam after hU fiitlicr’e 
death. Abdul Bah man had a aon, Sishutan, bom 999 (logo A, D.) 
He was Commander of seven hundred, w'ith three liuiidreJ horse, 
lu the time of Jahangir, niid Commander of five hundred horse 
in the time of Sliiih Jahdii. Ho died in the Ifltfi year of Stidh 
JaLjiu'a 


iiiiitvrs The man nest la importance to Abul Fail in Akhar’a Guurt 
was hLs elder brother. Sheikh PyzL The nventa of the lives of 
both brothers are inter mixed with each other, arid so much has 
been said about the latter in the present akstch that it la only 
necessary to record here a brief nota of his life. 


i) 


* For an wcottat of bar tomb, See CbaiJicr III, Wd ants. 
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Sn Kik-n Fvjrt. 

Bhdkh Fyitl. the eldeat soa of Shoikti HfubEU-nk of Nngore, 
was born at A«{i» Id 954 (1547 A. D.). His origiiMil name was «icUth 
Abnl Friz, onJ bis pootical Euniamo Fyzi f but townwis Hie’ond 
of hia life, he styled hiioself Faya*?, lo imitation of the title of 
Alhi(ni» assumed by his yoiioger brother, Ahal Fail, He was a 
profonnd scholflr and a great poet. He obtained ifreat distinc¬ 
tion in Arabic literature and in the art of poetry. Ho was also 
wcU-voraed in the art of Medicine and treatcil the poor gratis. 

Before ha was introduced to Akbar, be applied for a grant of 100 
hzVoia to Sheikh AbiJul Nnbi, the Sadarat Agra; hut he was 
turned out of the hall with indignity, being suspacted of 
a tendency to Shiaism. Akbar beard of bis literary feme, and he 
was introduced to HU Majesty in the I2lb year of the reigu. 

By the force of bis geniite, ho became the Emperors chief 
favourite and comitant companipu. He was made Commander of 
four hundred, and, in 1588. His Majesty, in recognition of hu 
great poetical genius, conferred on him the high appointment 
and title of Poet Lanreate. Akbar was never known to pay 
iriuHi attention to pnetry; jet his appreciation of Fyds talents 
bhowed that he was not slow to recognise tnie merit. He was 
appointed tutor to the Royal Princes and acted also as anibas- 
aadorto kioga He composed 101 books, among them being MkUUfArj 
iSa'tortff-nf-JfAoTn, a cninmentary on the Koran in Arabic, and 
j!/(iiivim*-ui-iL<ifdiFi, both being be vuqdi, or without the nso 
ol dotted letlPTs, in which Fya has displayed bis great lexico¬ 
graphical acctiniplifihincnts. Abiil Fazl estimates his verses at 
5U,000. The AA-barnama contains iiumerons extracts from 
Fyri'fi works. He was a member of the Divine Faith. He iBb dsittli 
died at Lahore in ISDo.y 

After the brothers, Abut Ftal and Fyxi, Akbar's personal 
friend and favorite was Sir Bur. 

Bjlta Sir Bar. 

From an early Age tbe Emperor Akbar was fond of discourso uir Bar. 
with people of ilidvrent tribes, uatioDalities and religiona Ac¬ 
cording to Abdul QnadarBadaoni, be showed em^ly Hindu propen¬ 
sities aud delighted in tbe company of Brabmans, Bad FutOih 


t t'ur pflirljiitilM of bti deith^ tes ^ oat^ 




272 


A.KE\n A TO mi Gorat, 


(dealers id eucoiniunifl) and jesters. Accordiiigiy. a Brahinao 
from Kalpif named Bratiam Das, uvUo Trati bj profe^ion a 
or mmo to the Oodrl in the beginning of the reign, 

™ smart aod rcadj-witted. Mb profes- 
sioD was to please people bj faceLtousnail humoronff canvensHbioo, 
and his bon-moU and wittj repartees soon made him a general 
favaiite at CaiirL In a short time he gained bo much ibflLience 
over the Empercr Lbat he bei^me his pcrsontd fiiFonritc add was 
conetaiitly n&ir him. A high Aitimab was conferred on hiin^ and 
he became one of the trusted, couadliora. He was at finst 
Is hoDored hodoored with the title of Kab or Porf LaiiriKUc^ and soon 
^.;nity ae received that of Alt Bar, or the raliaot, with the raok of 

Ilaja- When Raja Joy Chand of Nagarkot {KflograJ fell into 
disgrace and wag imprisoned, the fort of that place was bestowed 
od Bir Bar as a jagiri. and crblers ware issued to Husaid Kuli 
Khan, goverdor of Lahore, to take possession of the fort and put 
it under the charge of Bir Bar. The Khan marched to Nagar- 
k&t with the I7mfira» of the P«n>b, such as Mina Tusuf Khan, 
QiiazEUfj Khan, and hattn, with a large 
Bwa« J«Eir. nuHiberof cnraliy, elaphanta. camels, ordnance, big cauldnoiafl and 
camp folbwers, and laid siege to th J fori. The fort was galbntly 
defended by fildhi Cband, sonof the Raja, ^agarkot was a great 
])lBce of Hindu pilgrimage. Lakhs of people assembled there 
periodically to pay their dovoiioos to the ttinda goddeas and 
made large oSeringe in gold, coin and other valuables. The io- 
vudiog troops slaughtered the hill men and pierced with arrows 
tho gold canopy spread on the dome of the temple. They also 
alaughtered the cows, so sacred to the Hindus, which had been 
olfered at the temple by the votaries of the fitabmii. and coloured 
the walla of the temple with their blood. According to Badaoui, 
who has described these details, so many Brahmins and attendauta 
at the temple were slaughtered that they arc beyond description. 
On account of these proceedings, the name of ^Ja Bir Bar was 
esecrated by tho Hindus, who conaidered all this bloodshed to 
luuieof liavo been caused for Lis sake. The city of Xagarkot was occu- 
hussrkf^t ^ cannon was pointed at the palace of Bidbi 

Ohand, a single discharge from which kilted eighty meo on the 
spot. The iuvadera wore on the poiat of capturing the fort 
When Bidhi Chand sued for peace, la the mcaowhilo inteb 
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ligeace itnived from LaLore at tbe twlvance of Mirza Ibrnbim 
Hos^io and M&siid Huaem Miru qd Ibe Fanjab. Tbo rojral 
troops fasgart to auffor for if aut of supplies, luid It naa therefore 
resolved to conclude peace, fiidhi Gbnnd made a preeeut of five 
m&unds of goldj whtcli was equal to one fear's iBcoine of tbe 
temple, and brought a large sumber of valuable articles aa\ 
ransom. On Friday in the mouth of Shawal, 980 11572 A, D. 
the A’Aut&ii was read and com struck In tbe name of the 
Etnperar. On the gateway of Baja Jef Cband's palace a high 
arch of a mosque waa constructed, and the MohamadaD victory 
having been thus sigoaliaed, Huscin Euti Ehau marched back 
to Lahore to ex)>e1 the Uirzaa. Bir Bar thus never got posses^ 
sion of the Nagorhot jagir which had been granted to him. 

According to the (account of 18tb year of the 7,^014 or 

reign), the peace with Baja Bidhi Cband, who waa a minor, was 
concluded on the following terms, which were accepted by Baja 
Qobind Chand, uncle and guardian of the miuDr cblef. First, that 
a daughter of Raja Jey Chand be sent to Akbar's barem; 2 ad, 
that a suitable present in cosh be sent for the Emperor; 3rd, that 
one of the Bpja’s aniis be sent to Agra ns a hostage; and 4tb, that, aiAse^ccin* 
as the Imperial order was to give tho Raja's territory to Bir Bar, nTun Id tiir 
a large Bum of ieohdj be fhaid to tbe Ulter as cjoaipeojatioa. All 
tbe^ coaditiona were by the defeated Baja. After tbe 

eoacluflion of tbla treatjs Baja Gobint] Chaod accompanied tbe 
Imperial troops nader Hosem KuU Kban to Dipalpoor. neoj 
MuUaii, where a bnttlo beiog fougbt hetweea the ImperialLEta 
and the iavadmg army, the army under Mirza Ibmbinj lluj^em 
was routed. Haaeiii Kiili Khaa waa, for his guJlaut coaduot, 
liououred with the title of Khan-i-JaJian. Baja Bir Bar distia- 
guufaed himfietf in this battle mid received the title of SIuMkib- 
i-Dai\iskwart or ^the wise councillor/ Ibrahim Eubolo 
w’ho bad lakeu refuge with the Betoebes, died, a short time 
after, of grief j but Masud Husoia Miraa and other men of 
hia parly were sewn in the hidee of coW6| with horaa axid m thk 
poritiDu e^ihibited before Akbar in the Court at Fattehpur, 

Hia Majestyp who always showed tolemtion on sudi eccaeionH^ 
had tho anfortuaate men tabeo out of the cow skia^bad them 
bathed and dressedj and, on their being presented to him 
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OH a EubecqEOQt ccobsidd &t Ojuit, gave (Hem a free pardoti 
tbms giriDg proof of his bigb of hoDour and geDarous 

dispoBitioa. 

following year (laT3 A. ^bcn Mirra Ibrahim Husein 
toDeMAQ. again raised the standard of imarrectioB in Oujrat and Akhar 
made his famous march to ihat plocD, accompaDied by his nohleSi 
Baja Bir Ear waa iu his royal master’s train. His Mojestj per* 
forined a journey of more than 450 milea with such celerity* 
during Uie rainy Eeasoa* with flOO of his officera of rank on 
camels, that ho reached Battan on the Sthday after leaving Agra, 
and, though his forcea were very unequal to thoao of tho enemy, 
be defeated the latter, and* tranquillity having been completely 
restored, returned to Agra. 

Bojo Bir Bar was often employed on foreign datieo. Thus 
ilutkL we find him, in the 21st year of the raign (1576 A. D.j 
accompanying Raja Loun Kiron to Hurgarpur to conduct the 
Bae'a daughter to Agra, as the Bae* through aincerlty and oal; 
of respect for tho Emperor, had oSbred her for Majesty's 
Eaieiu, and as “ a special honour to tho chief, ” the Emperor had 
granted his request. When, in the year 077 (I669j, Raja Ram 
Chand, of Bhath, aucrendered the fort of Kilinjar to Majnun 
Khau, Akbar’a Coiumander, heaenthia aon, Bir Bahadur, to Court 
as a hostage, but from want of conGdence would not pay his 
respects personally to Hia Majesty. Annoyed at the high tono 
Burned by tho Raja, Akhor ordered a force to march to Bhath, 
but, on representations being made to him, he changed hia mind 
and resolved to send a deputation of hia most trusted tfmeras to 
Bhath to bring the Raja to the Court. Raja Bir Bat and Zen 
Khau Koka were selected for the duty, and the chief came at 
last to the Court, whera he WEia hnncurably reaeived by the 
Emperor. This happened iu the 28 th vear of the reign (1582 
A. D.) 

The Raja of Bhath was among the three great Rajas of 
Hindustan mentioned by Baber in hia mamoiri He was a 
great patron of muflic, and the celebrated Mian Tan Sen was 
taken by Akbar from hia service. The Raja possessed a high 
spirit aud had acquired a reputation throughout India for his 
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generosity. TliuSj &ii one Dcensioo, it U said, bBiog with 

bifi musical skill| he m^de a pr^esut of u kmot of rnpees to Tan 
S^n; he had also served the Emperor Sultan rbrahitu Lodi Tvith 
diaUnctloiL The feel of his coming to pay his Tespecte to ths 
Moghal Emperor in the capital of hia deoiiiiioiis was regarded os 
an oTcnt which marked the culnkinatioii of the Mahomedan con¬ 
quest ill India* 


Eir Bar became the Emparnr^s trusted adviseri and their the 

mutual iotimacy wM such thut Gk Majesty placed ths most im- 
pliclt coafidenee iti him. A palace was orectod for Bir Bar at Fat- 
tehpur Sifcri,noiw that of the Emperor; and, whea it wbs coinplet- 
ed. iu the 27tli year of the reign (1582 A* D.)*the Raja antertam- SifcrL 
ed the Emperor with great pomp and magnificence. 


Akbar miaed with his courtiera and minlstera freely and had 
a strong bold on the mi ods of the people* Thus, wc find in the 
dk&urnaina, when the Emperor wnst on his journey in the Suba 
of Allahabad called Dian Sharquit or the Eastern couoti7, he E„orrtftiiu 
was entertained at Etawa by Zen Khan Koka, at ECalpt by Mathab 
Khan Tiui, and at Akbarpur, near Allahabad, by Raja Bir Bar, 


It was principally due to Bir Bar's iutluenco over Akbar that Ai,h ir*« 
the latter became so much attached to Hiodnism and went eren to*1mnSiliiui 
so far as to adopt the Hindu form of worship and perfoiro Hindu, ^ 

leligiuua ceremonies. Thus, accurdiBg to Bndaoni, Bir Bar iaHoeiwo. 
styled “ the accuisod," impresacd on His Majoaty that the Sun 
was the primary origiQ of every thing. Its heat ripened the 
grain in the field, the froits in the garden, and the vegetation in 
the fields, and the illumionlloii of the world, and tho Uvea of its 
inhabitants depended on it. For these reasons it ahould be 
worshipped and revered by all mankind, and people, when pray¬ 
ing, should do so with their faces turned tou'ards the quarter 
where the great luminary rises, not towards that where it sets. 

On similar grounds, urged Bir Bar, should revaioncc be paid to 
lire, water, atoue, trees, and all other forms of existenoe, down 
even to 00wa and their dung. 


When Akbar established his Divine Faith, Bir Bar become Becomes 
one of its members, along with Abul Fnrl, Fyzi, Sheikh 
Mubarak, tho Sadr Jahou, nr Crown Lawyer, Sultan Khowja, Paitii, 
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Anm Eliao Eoka and otbciB. One day^ trfUes Badaoni, tlierc 
wan a coii?eTnaL|oq about roligloa in the pre^once of the king^ 
Hifl Majesty tried hard to caovert Quthudilio Mohammad 
Khawja and Sliah Biui; EJlbh, but in TaiD. Qutbuddiii said! 

What will the lungs of Vilajatp audi as tho fiOYereign of 
Coo^tantiiioplep sfiyp when they hoar all this. They all 
the aame religion as we do. be their vhm broad or 
limited." The Eiopcror thereupon flaid : You are fectctly 
defeiidiiig the cause of the Saltau of ConaLaotlnDpl^ji to eccuto 
his coafidencep so that, when you leave this noun try p you nray 
obtaiD employment under him without difficulty. Go aw^ay now 
from India and become a respectable hi an there.*" Sliah Bass 
Khan thereupon got oxcitedi and, when a derisive remark was 
mado at reUgiou bj Bir Bar, he abused him soundly and isaid 
*" Cumed iohdel^ daiest thou speak in such profane language in 
this a^mbly f It can not take me long to settle with ihee,^' 
The siluation became awkward. The Emperorj adcireMsing Shah 
Baz Khau in particular and others in geaeral^ said; “ It would 
serve you right that shoes hlled wilb excrement should bn 
thrown into your focesj^ and, so saylngp withdrew, * 

Bir Bar professed to bo a ready believer in all that Akbar 
propounded as regards the doctm&a of hia new roligioUp and 
His Majesty's faith in the MDcerity of his friend's professions 
was never shaken. ThuSp when religious men at Oonrtp like 
Mir Fattehnllah of the Deccan, who waa a staunch Ski^ and 
who conlJ not be persuaded to emhraeg the new faith, wore 
assmted with argunieota to convince them of the truth of the 
Divine Fiuthj '-but did not utter a single sjlliible in answer, bo 
obstinate were they,"" writes B^daonip “ Bir Bar ever readily 
bowed to Bis Majesty's arguments and said" Tea, we believe 1 
yea, we trust" 1 "* 

^ connection with the events of the year S^OO (InSl A. U), 
tTtiT ** Badaonl notkea an incident showing that Bir Bar had nnmerQua 
wTllTbctik Court, and that, but for the pereonaJ regard which 

Emperor entortidncd towards him, he would, without loss of 
tinn^ have been subjected to diagraco* Prostitutes from all pnrts 
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of the ImperifU dorntmon^ colleci^d in each Lofge oumbers in 
tbe capital as to defy all coaotiDg. The Emporar assigoed to 
them a separate quarter outaidc the dty^ which waa colled 
iWtctanpui-<7, or Derirs villa* A Superiatendent, a Deputy 
and a BecretoTy ware appointed for this quarter, aod they 
registered the names of such persons as went to these peopio 
or called them to their houses. No dancing girl was 
permitted to go to the house of any person at night with¬ 
out permission of the giiperinletideiiL The use of wine waa 
pruhibited except under medical advioe* and sevor^j punish- 
meats were provided for exceseive drinking, carousiils and 
disorderly behaviour^ No one was to have a viigiu from 
the devils villa w'ithoat first applying to the Deputy and 
obtaining permission from the Court* Iiibertinee did 
what they liked under asaumed iiamea, or with the oannivanco 
of the ofiScials in charge of the villa; several nohlea of note were 
severely repritnauded and punished or confined for can side iBble 
periods in fortresaea under conamand of the King for breaking the 
rulea The Emperor himself enmmoned some of the well-know a 
prostitutes and asked them privately who bad deprived them of 
their viigmity, and, after learning their name^i visited the 
grandees concerned with all Baverity. Among these one mcn- 
tioaed the name of Raja Bir Bar," who,“ Bays Badaonit" hod the 
distinction of becoming a dbdpla of His Uajesty by becoming 
D member of the Divine Faith, and who bad gone beyond fche 
four degrees* and acquired the four CMdinal virtues.f ^ At tbia 
time Bir Bar happened to be in his jogir, in the pergana of iverat 
Having been Informed of thb, he declared his intention of 
becoming a jogi or aEcetici and applied for the Fmpero/s per- 
misBion for the purpose, but His Majesty invited him to court in 
reassuring terma and was as kind tOj and familiar witbi him 
OB ever* 

Bir Bor spent hia time for the inofit part at Court Had|iKnt^n& 
he remained at the paloco of Fattehpur Sikri as a gay courtier, 
all would have been well for the witty Raja, But circum- 

* Tim fotir iliJiipraiia el Mth In Eifl vturtt defiDCi! to be rauUn™ to 

tt(!rtBee to tha Emibarot iujncmrmnd fUir wba Iwd ^o^owl 

aU thue lour things iJossuEfid four degrwa, and spy wha had ncrlUCTed ann 
cl iba fncrtKiaaeafl&d nm dcgirti Add AO OD.^wcfddBiV Pi 

t Tfad dr tlm iw cftrtliul viiiani am caun^ 

cbaAtitT, Mhd jdatiw. 
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stances invoked him in a military eipcdition, for whfoh liLs 
genius was and he at lo^t Ml a prey to hk me^pori- 

once aui] v?aiit of loch in a foreigri war. In tbo year 9D4 (lo83 
A. D.) a military expEidition was seot andcr Zen Khan Koka 
to piiuiab the Afghans of Eusafoaii in Swat and Bajonr. The 
GeDoral moved ia the DIstrkI of Bajour and defented the enoEUj iu 
Severn] engage Enanta, Ha had to aak for reinforcemontsi and 
Akbar resolved to decide by lot whether Abnl Fazal or Bir Bar 
should ga Tlie lot foil in Ihvonr of the latter, much agamst 
His Majesty's lucLination, aud Bir Bar was sent with Hakim Abul 
Fattob to the seat of war. The Iinperbliste ware defaatod| and, 
in their retreat, were attacked by the Afghans in a very narrow 
valley. Arrows and stones were showered on them from atl sidesp 
and they reached tho next station in the greatest disorder, 
most of them having lost their way in the darkneaa of night 
The nejct day the Afghans attacked the flying oolLimns of the 
Impermlists, and S,000 men were ont off, with 500 officers This 
was the miM disastrous defeat ever su^Uined hy Akbar's troops. 
Many grandees, besides Bir Bar, pemhed in this battle, among 
them being Hoaan Khan^ Khawja Arabt paymaster of 
Khan Jahan, and Mnlla Sheris the poet. Hakim Abnl Fatteb 
anti Zen Khao, with the remnant of their defeated troops, 
reached the fort of Attock. 


Grief of Majesty was concerned for tba death of no grandee 

of bid beloved oQurtier and personal fovourite, Bir 
Bar. He said: ** Alas^ they could not even get hold of bm body* 
that it might have been burned/^ For two days he remained in 
secln^n and refused to take food^ but at last condoled bim&elf 
with the belief that Bit Bar woa now quite free and independeDt 
of oil worldly troubles^ and expressed the relief he foil on his 
accQtmt. by saying: "The rays of the great luminary were 
suibcient to cleanse bis body^ and there wai no need of fire/" 
He WOE long mourned by his royal master^ and Abul Fan], in his 
Jl/ai:£uba£, baa a letter addressed from the Emperor to Khan-i- 
Khanan, then Viceroy in the Deccan^ expresiimg the intense 
grief felt by him on tbia occnsioiu Bir Bnr died in February, 15Sd. 


The grief folt by Akbor for the loi^ afhis friend, Bir Bar, 
afforded nn opportniLity for designing men to invent etorice of 
his being oUve. One report spread was that he had beeu seen 
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IB tha hilli of Nagarkot (KEngra) wEliriiag about with thejogis 
and mnnium^. Akbar eagerly w^^leDtned the report, tUnkiDg 
that Bir Bar might have felt ashamed to return to Court after 
Ills defeat in the Susufiuu country and turned faquir^ whieli he xte Em- 
had already eipressod an intention of doing trhile in hi" jagir. 
and the Emperor'a belief had been atrong that Bir Bar never 
cared for the itforli An AAdi was accordingly sent to Nagarkot 
to enquire into the truth of the report, if be nit was found that 
it had no foaDdatioiiu 

Soon alterMrards another report was received, that Bir Bar 
had been seen at Kaliojar. hk jngir, and the Emperor readily 
believed it, inasmuch aa it had beeia officially communicated to 
him hy tho Knrori (Collector). It was alleged that Bir Ear had 
been recognised by a certain barber by aomo marks oa lua body 
which ho had seen while rubbing it with oil The Emperor 
ordered the barber to Court, but, ns them was none to be sent, a 
report was submitted that Bir Bar, although really fouud, bad 
siuee died. To give this report the colour of truth, an liinocent 
traveller, who had bean drat dkguked a$ ibe teal Bir Bor^ was 
put to deaths and thus detection wiia reudered impossible. The 
Emperor actually went through U socoTid mouruing; but the 
Kavori and several othem who had originated the false reports 
were called to Court and tortured, the Kavori ha;'iBg also to pay 
a heavy fine. 

Bir Bar left two aoas, Lala and Hari Ear Bai. Lala, the Eh HAr'a 
eldest soUj was a Commander of two htiiidred ; hut he k raeotioa*^”^’ 
ed by Badaoui as a speadthrift; andt after stjaandoriug his 
propertjj he inrueda faquir, Hari Mar Bai lived at Cnurtp and, 

IB the 4^tfa year of tho roignj was deputed to the Deccao to bring 
prince Dauial to Court. 

Tho anecdotes that passed between Akbar and Bir Bar have 
obtained world-wide cBlebri ty, and are to tbk day on the Upa 
of the people from Capo Com aria to the Khyber Foss. Besides 
being ready-witted, Bir Bor was well versed in muaic, 
and hk Hindi cabals and do/iaa (dkticha) are chatwctcrised by 
sweetuesa and elegance of compcMtion, m well os by the moral 
which they convey. As a poot, be compo^ hk poems under the 
a^umed named Barhma. 
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AEHAB AI?D fifS COUliT. 


Before the oaceadfliiey of Abnl Faal aad Fjaij the mail ia 
KBpremo poner ld India under Akbnr iraa liia faiuoua gnncrel and 
tutor, Bohram Ehnp. 


BiQRAi! Xhan, 

KeOimii Bahrain Khnu, the general of Akbpr, was sou of Saif AU 

HumLjuS'i” Beg, and was born ia Badakhahan, After the death of his (hther 
he went to Baikh to study. He entered JTnmayuu’s army at 
the ago of sixteen and fought many battles under him, Tho 
conquest of Hindustan is justly attributed to him. lu 06S 
(15o5) he was appoluted tutor to Prince Akbar auj was sent 
with him to the Punjab ngniust Sikoitdor Khan. On Akbar’a 
access LOU at Kalaugurj he wua appointed Yvikil, or Premier of 
the Empirci with the title Kh/nii-i-Khanmt. Akbar called him 
Khau Baba, or 'father Khan’. In 968 (1553) Bahrain married 
Siillano Saloma Begaui, daughter of Gulmkb Begatn (a daughter 
of BaberJ and M i rjifi ^uruddin Hohamnied. Soon afterwords on 
eskangemout between Akbar and Bahrain sprung gp. Bahrato, 
Rt-haliimttis broke out into open rebel I inn iu the Punjab, 

Akbar moTed against him, but, before be arrived at JuUundiir, 
tidings reached him of Bahram’s defeat by Atgah Khan, Bah¬ 
rain asked forgiveness. Akbar sent Maulana JUnitidum-uJ-ifuiA, 
Abdullah, of Sultonpor, the Shekh-ut-lslam of the Empire, to 
persuade him to come to his camp, and promised personal safety 
to his old preceptor. Bahrain Khan agreed to come to the 
Royal camp. A procession of nobles and dignitaries went to 
receive the Khan, who, however, appeared before his master in 
!■ d=fi!ited ® suppliant, bare-footed and with his turban folded 

junl tardfflsed. Jtmnd hiE neck. He threw hiuieelfat the foot of the throne, 
and, moved by former recoliectiona, began to aob loudly, 
Akbor'a feelings of compassion and esteem for his general and 
tutor were amused. He instantly rose from his seat, raised the 
old veteran with Ids own handa and seated him on hia tight. 
He was given a dress of honour and the optiuu of assuming the 
government of Kolpi and Chandort, or retiriag to Hakka, Bah- 
ram'B pride and prudence prevailed on him to adapt the latter 
conree. A liberal pension was aasigaed to him, and he set out 
for Hakka with bis family. He was, however, assareioated at 
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P&ttAD, in Gnjmt. by an Afghan nauiad Maborak, irbosa fntber 
had been killed in the batble of SlachhiwaTn. The great man 
died with the wenb Aklxir ( God is great) on hie Upa 

(30th Jiioa 1361). Akhar took charge of Abdul Bahim, Bah- 
mm’s eoo, and aooa after married hifl vidoAT Suiting JSaleina 
Began). 

Among the mitiistera of state who may he iittingly tailed the 
pillsra of the Empire, the most prominoat person was Raja 
Todsr Mal| the Elnanca Miniater of Akbar, 


Raja Todab Ual. 


This moat Teroarkable man wsa a Khatii of Labarpur. in 
Oiidh.* His fhther died when the aon was quite young, and 
left no means of livelihood for him. so that the widow was in great 


distress. The young man commenced life in the bumhle pnsi" 
tion of a writer, but he worked his way up from that lowly 
status until the great Palhan, Sher Bhah Sur, committed to him 
the important charge of constructing the new fort of Rohtasg^ 
in the Phujab. with the nbjeet of effectually restraining the 
Ghakkara from their predatory inroads into that province, and 
also creating a barrier in the path of the Moghals. Tbrongh 
his judicieua manngement, the wages of labourers were reduced 
from one rupee per stone at the commencement of the work 
to VutJi “fa informed by the author of Taritft-i- 

Ehan Johan Lodi, that, when the fort was ffniabed. Todat 
Uat was highly eJctoiled hy the Palhan Emperor for ihe tact 
and ability he hod displayed in its execution. It was under 
the able goverument of Sher Shah that Todar Mai’s natural 
talents developed. When the supreme power passed from the 
house of the Phtbana to that of the descendants of Tymur, 

Todar Mai still continued iu State service. In 1607. he hadg^^^,^ ^ 
pressed Sekandor. the rebel jagirdar of Oudh. Dunog the »me 
year, he diatinguiahed huuaelf in the memorable siege of Chittor. 

Neither he, nor Kasam Khan, had any repose in their quortera, 
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*'but worked in their gaUeties with such real that for & daj 
and two nights thej took neither rest nor food. The Emperor 
was liitnaelf most assiduous in directing the attfick. Undeterred 
by the failing miEsilcs, he qfdetly and wUb composure of mind 
snpervued his ranks, and the soidieit under him fought with 
unawciriog constancy. 

He fought bravely in Afghanistan, wns reoalled and sent on 
on expedition lo Eashiuir, and dhtingutEhed himself in the Bengal 
wnr under Khan Jahon and In the campaigns of Gujrat and 
Orissa. In the Idth year of the reign be received the high 
distiuction of retaining Ahm and Nti^ara, or the coming oat 
into public with standard and drptns, a privilege allowed only 
to princes royni, or /fnrigTi of the first rank. In tbs aZih year, 
he wika appaiotsd Diwan of the Empire, During the same 
year, he introduced his great finaneLU reformB, which earned 
for him and his master au nndying fame. The third book of the 
.Ami gives full details of his new rant roll, which superseded the 
assessment of Mosaffar, tho Dlwan of Bahrain Khan, based on 
the returns of kanungooa. He also framed regulations regard' 
ing the coinage, full details of which are given in the dIbar' 
nama. Tho most important reform carried out by him was tho 
introduction of Persian in the keeping of the State accounts, 
Fornicrlj these aeeounta had been written in Hindi, by Hindu 
moliarnVa, He compelled his co-rcligiouiefa to learn the Court 
language of their ruleiB, and thus enabled them to compete for 
the highest appointmeaU in tho State which the generous 
policy of Akbar bad opened to all. 

In the 29th year, tho Emperor honoured Baja Todar Mai with 
« visit In the 32ad year hia life was attempted by a Khatri 
out of private hatred. He was wounded on n march, at night,’ 
but the culprit was at once cut down. During tho same year 
Todar Ual wan sent ngaiast the Eusufzoia to avenge the death 
of Bir Bar. When the Emperor went to Kashmir, in the 34th 
year (IB3SA. D.), Todar Ual with Raja Bbagwan Dns and 
Kalij Khan, wm left in charge of Lahore. In ibe same year old 
ago aud failing health oompdled the Raja to tender his resig- 
natioD, which the Emperor reluctaatly oocopteJ. Tho Raja 
was allowed to retire to the hanks of the Gaoges, there to 
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pisa the retnaiDliig dap of his life and to die in ^{J^***^ 

Experience, however, showed Ahbnr that he could oot do 
^vithout hl^ IojclI f^uDuicTi Hg therefore sootr bim a 
iinpresdiDg oq him that att^ndjog tu hie persoiial cliitiea Traa 
a far inoffl moritorioua act than littlag oa the hauka o( the 
GaugeSp niid asked him ta rejaUi hia appwatment la qbedieace 
to the Eiaperor^a commaudsir tha Haja returned to dafcj, 
to die on the GleTenth day after his orriTiil in Lahore, on 
lOlh NoTember, 1589^ Ub friead| Raja Bhagwan Das, was^d*athi, 
preeeat at th e croinaLioH. On hb re turn to his housop be was 
seized with an attack of @tEatigni 3 \ of which lie died the same 
day. The Emperor was atili at Kabul wheu the news was 
conveved to him of the death, of two of his most trusted 
nxlnisters and frieotls. The BnjUp at the timfi of his denthp held 
the rant of Char-hmari, or Commauderof four thouaandj and the 
titlea of VakU~\JL6^SuliQifvat (or eouaaellor of the Empire) and Hp tiilei. 
Mn^hri^-i-Diwan.^ E 4 ijfl Bhngwnu Das was AiFiii*-itH7mro!| 
or the Premier Nohk It wm with profound grief that the Em¬ 
peror found bimsolf hi Lahornp lo March, iD90| after the loss 
of two of hia most trusted frienda and counaellors. 

Ahul Faal never personally liked Todnr Mnl, hut he prabes ^ 
hb talenta and tib integrity^ Tho Raja posac^cd an indepen¬ 
dent spirit* and wsia a strict Hiudn. Abul Fazl (alls bini a 
bigoted Hindu, and even oomplained of hb behaFioor to 
Akbor, hut the Utter* who reeognbed and bvoureii old and 
loyal servnntSji took no no-tine of hia complaintBL Bir Bar, 
a short diae before tus death, became a cq avert to Akbaria 
Divine Faith. Todar Mai afforded a contrast to Bb Bar. Once* 
while accompanying Akbar In tb march to the Paojab^ 

Todar Jlalr in the hurry of the moment, lost hb itloK Ai he waa 
accustomed not to transact any buauiess before worshipping 
the idols, he passed several days without food atid water, when* 

Eit last after much ditBcultyi ho was indneed by the Emperor 
to take them. 

Am Cog the grandees of the Emperor the most importiimt Grandeeicl 
pcTscumgej on nccomit both of ties of TolatiOQshi]) and of p<mtioa| ^ Empire* 
was Eaja BhogwanDof. 


* J/viArf/u thn Clilrf O^er qI tlii 'Treftaxat* nho buOuatlcitts 
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Raja Buagwa^ Das. 


Ab mfaonnt 
a£ tiicivniZj. 


Rajm BbagtFdo. Dae wan ih^ sdei c»f Raja Biliain Mai, bod 
of Pirthi Raja Eocbwaha, of the an dent Ciuiily of Amber, 
to the Suba of AJmete. BUiari MaL wna the first Rajput who 
joined Akbar's Court Ho wag kitrodueed to Akhor before the 
end of the first year of his reign. At this iotervieir, Akbar was 
ecated on o mmt (wild) elephant Bibari Mel, iritb liia 
whole attended Court at Saiikanir and was moat honour¬ 

ably received * The Raju'a request to be allowed to eater Akbur a 
gerviee and to strengthen the ties of friondship by a matri- 
tnooial alliance with His Majesty v^as granted Akbar married 
the Raja's daughter at Satnbhar, and at Fatlan he was joined by 
the Raja* bifl SQifi^ Bhagwan Das, and grand-son, Kumvar Man 
Singh, The whole family accompanied Akbar to Agra, where 
Raja Biharl Mai was created Gommandcr of Five Thousand, 
The Raja died at Agra* 


Raja Bhagwan Dag entered the Emperor's Borneo with hia 
nntientby father In &S0 (15T2 A. D.) be saved Akbfir's liCb near Siinnl^ 
in the fight with Ibrnhim Huesam Mirsa. In the 23rd year, he 
was appoiDted Governor of che Fan jab, and in the year 

ills daughter was married to Priuoo Salim, aftorward^ Jahangir, 
The result of the union was Priiice Ehusrow, lu the 30th year 
he was made Gommandor of five thonsancL Raja Bbagwan Das 
died at lAhore in the beginning of 008 { 1581 A, DOi w short 
time after Baja Todar Ual. He held the title of Amu -ut-fTmerOv 
or the Premier noble. 


On the death of Raja Bhagwan Das^ Akbar conferred the 
title of Raja OD. bis son, Man Siugb, and gave him the com- 
maud of five tbousaud. He died a natural deutb, in the Deccan» 
in the 0th year of Jahangir's reign. 


Another man of note aiaoug the gruDdens of the malm was 
Mirva Abdul Rahim Kkan i-Khanan. 


■ Fee pu^eiilftn th# tiraE Intfirvlisw Akbar and E*ia Beharl 

Mm], m VW 9C7 iinr«^ 
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Kuas-i-Khasan SiiBZA Abdul Bahim. 

He WAS 500 of BahTftio K.hao» and whs bom at lahorc in Hi* nirvlcet. 
00 * ( 1656 A. U) He a child of five years when hia Mher woe 

murdered at Pattan. Altbar took chiirgo of him, gave him the 
tiile ofMirta Rhau, and anbaequontly married him to Mah Bano, 

Biator of Hirza Aziz Koka. Ho twice defeated Mirza ilnznffar 
in Ahincdahad, although in one of the eDgogemeata be had only 
a contingent of 10.000. wMia hb adTersariia had nn army of 
40,000. For these vkiories Akhar nude him Cotmaamier of 
Five Thousand and conferred on him the much coveted title of 
Khan-i-Khttonn. 

In the 34lih year he, at the Emperor’s request, translated the 
tr^tZ-uit-L-Babn* or memoirs of tho Einpctor Bnbar. fiioni the nmin^i 
Chughttai language iato FetsiiUL The moat romorkable events venan. 
of bifl life were the conquest of Oujrat and Sindh and the defeat 
of Suhel Khno in Byapur. On the return of Jahangir from 
Kabul. Nut Jahan sent Abdul Rahim in pursuit of Mohnbat 

Khau and centributed herself twelve lacs of rupees for the ba* 
pedition; but. before tbe necesaary preparations could be ninde, 
the Mirssa died at Lahore, io the aiat year of Jahangir's reigu, 
in 1630 A. D., at the age of aevonty-two. He was buried at 
Delhi) in * inauBolcum which be had huilt for his wife. 

Uirza Abdul R"l»rn was a profound acholar in Arabie and Hw dawfaci- 
PemaU) and woa well versed in the Turkish and Hindi languages 
As a poet, he wrote under the name of JiuAim. His liberality 
and love of learning were proverbial On tbe final conquest of 
Gujrat, he gave tbe whole of bifi property to the soldiers, even 
his inkstand, which he gave to the soldier who came Inst. 

Among those to whom Akbar waa strongly attached and 
who owed their rise b life to him, waa his foster brother. 

Mir ra Aziz Kc^tikf the Khnii'i-Azimi 


EHAlt A^tH UlBZA Aziz Eokah. 

Mirxd Azht was fcater brother of Akbar, being a son of Ji Ji 
Aagah, his wet nurBC, the wife of Shamaaddin Mohammed Atgah 
TThn^ who received the title of Atgah (foster-father) from 
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Akbar. Tbe Mirza grew up wUb Akbar, who was almuglj 
attached to hlu], la 988 (1581) A.D.), he was promotod to the 
rank of Five Thouajuiil and received the tit!* of Azim, Rkttn. 
He waa twice deputed to Buliar to qtioll disturbaitcca thore^ and 
in the 37tb ^eac of the reign moved to BeagaU In the Slat 
year he waa appointed to tha Deco&u; ia the 32ud year his 
daughter was married to Prince Murad. In tho 3iLh year 
he Was appaiuted Quvernor of Gujiut, iu aucccaaiou to the 
Khaad-Khanan. He reduced Jfiui and Kaah to obedience. 
In the 37 th ycar^ he ooni^uereJ Soniuath aud six teen other 
harbour townz and reduoed JuiiA Garh. In the Sfith year he 
went oa a pilgrimage to Mecci Akbar regretted hie departure, 
and be had to embark for ludia. He rejoined Akhar in 10US 
(1594 A.D,), became a member of tho Divine Faith, woa 
itppointod Govemof of Bohar and, tho following year, Vakil of 
the empire. His mother dying io 10018 (1599), Akbar him¬ 
self aseieted in carrying tho co&l 

£fb ikmt]i, In the 3th year of Jahangir's reign, Miraa Aria waa sent to 
tho Deeeao with 10,000 meo, and when, in tho eighth year, 
Shah Jahiii waa aent to the comniand of the Deccan, Aziz waa 
appointed ndviaor to the Prince. Mirzi Aziz died at Ahuiad- 
abad, in the 19th year of Jahangir's reign (1623 AD.) 

hlitia Aziz wrote poems aud waa wolUknowu for his address, 
wit and knowledge of history. 

niuilcMu. The most Civoored of tho Cabinet of Akbar, whose company 
was a Kurce nf pleasure and recTeation to him, was Mian Tan Son. 


Mian Tah SEa", 

^ pitfon of tnoaic, that talisman of 

miulc. knowledge, in the eioquont words of Abnl Fozl. He had such 
a knowledge of the science as trained musiciaos did uot pesAess, 
and he was an excellent performer, especially on the JVd^ai-aA, 
There were numerous ranaiciana of both sexes at Court from 
India, Kashmir, Dan, Turan Tabrez and a few came from 
Transoxiania. The Court muaiciacs were divided into four divi- 

SilkSltheir head boiog MUu Tan Sen, 
jfcytT. Of Gwalior, a renowned Rajput rhapsodiat He was in the 
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employ of Raja Ramchand of Bhath^ a patron of t^oowoed 
muficmoa and Hiagers. AkhtkJ havla|j heard of his raaie, aeot 
Jalil Khflii Qurcbi, an Amir of his Coart and a Gommaader of 
five buDdred, with a ftmdn (or mandato), to request the Rnja 
to allow Tao Sen to join the Coufl at Agm, The command was 
veiled in the guise of a request. The Raja felt powerless to A jin. 
refuse Ahbar'a request^ and^ with a sore heart, sent bis farourite 
TdloRtreli with his musical InetmmeiLts and a large and a valuable 
presentj comprising jewels and a Dumber of clcpbaiiUp to 
Agra. This happened in the 7th year of the reign. The first 
trine that he performed at Court he was right royally rewarded, 
the Emperor making him a pre^nt of two Lakhs of rupees on the 
occasion. Thia prince of mnsiciaDS remained ai ihe Court, and 
it wai greatly due to his TTtndi songs and melodies that Akbar 
became CODvcTHant with the epic poema and amatory Darratives Hu THi«iui< 
of the Hindus, thas acquiring an insight iata their habits and 
cuitoms, which he himself Bubsequently adopted Ilia charm¬ 
ing poems and comporitions ore to tliU day sung by the people 
of Hindustan, though many of bia melodies owe their iDspira- 
tioH directly to his royal miistcr. 

Among the scholars and authors attached to the Court were scEoim ma6 
Kbawja Nisamuddiu Ahmad and Mulla Abdul Quadar Badoai. 


KHW AJA NlZASf'UD-DlN AhMAR 

He was the omi of Khwaja Moklm Hurvi, a dependent of F^Turijk 
the Emperor Baber, who, ia the latter period of his reign^ raised 
him to the dignity of Diwan to tlie Imperial household. When, 
after Bsber's death, the province of Hjdcrdbdd was entmated 
Miram x\skari, lbe brother of Humayun* the Khwaja was appointed 
the Mirm's Wazir. When Humayun, after his defeat at 
Ghaunsd by Shcr Shnh Sur, fled to Agra, the Khwaja accom- 
panted him to Agra. Ffo subsequently aerred under the 
Emperor Akbar 

His aon, Nuam-ud-din, wm appointed Diwan of the bouse- 
hold of AkW, According to the author of Jla-asir nl 
he was incomparably upright, and excelled all his noatemporarics 
in admiaislrative knowledge^ os weU aa in ckameBs of 
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intclkct In tie 29 Ih year of Akbiir*a reign, he wa$ appointeil 
Bakshi of the PrOA-iocB of Oojrat, whicti poat be held for a. long^ 
time. Akbar entertiuiied tie highest opieioa of hia literair 
altammentd, zeal and iutogrity. 


HUcr»t 
vnrd ih« 
TftbikAti 
Akkwri 


fie is the author of the Tabakat-i-Akbarij cme of tie tnogt 
eelebmted histories of Incliaf recogeiked by all con temporary 
historiaua aa a itsodard hktory of Akbar^s time. Ho hriaga the 
history down to the 9 Tth year of Akbufs reigu (1593 A, D,) 
Both Abdul Kadir Badaocii and Farlshta speak highly of this 
work. Badaoni was eapecialty attached to him hj the ties of 
religion and fricodship. He died oF ferer at T^aliore, on 23 rd 
SnfFart 1003 ( 1591 ), and waa htiried in hk garden in thnt clt\\ 
He wfl 3 one of the finest types of Ahbar'a Court. He waa a mnn 
bolb of the fiword and of the pec, and was as much at home in 
the aaddle aa at the writer*a deak. He was much liked by 
Khdn-i-Xhanan Mir^ Abdul AahTm^ who employed him oa the 
chief of big staff and invariably rotlDwcd hia ad rice in mattent 
of war, as well as adminblratioii. 


MtJLLA Abdul Quawi^ Badao^l 


Birth cif 

Ahdul 

t^tukdurp 


ftltaiimients 
in icitfucc Mfl 
fcimiajf. 


Ttr* itfang 
■^tA^houmt 
ta tint ALsho- 
madAU fiithr 

Hij Ere*t 
LIbLoiIcaI 
Wwk. 


Mullah AbdiiL Quadur^ poetically styled Qoadri, was bom 
at Badoon—a town near Delhi, in 917 , or 049 Ef, (1542 A.D.J, and 
was thus two yearn older than Akhar^ He wag tho son of Sheikh 
Mullik Shah, a disciple of the Saiat Bcchu of Sambhah Ha 
studied various flcicuceo and excelled iu mudog hislary, and 
ngtronomy, oiidj on account of hk beautiful voicep was appointed 
Court /maiUj or prelate^ for Wedneedays. Early in life, he was 
introduced to Akbar, and for forty years he was in the company 
of Sheikh Mubarak and his atjpg, Abu I Fazl andFjsi'but he 
entertained no persoiuiL Meiidship for them, aia he looked upon 
them ns heretiofl. He waggtronglj aitudiedto the Mahommndan 
religion nnd ahsolutoly disliked the ianoTations Introdiiecd by 
Akbor in the Islainitic fkitlt Hb historical Work^ the 
khib ui is a most valuable c^jntrihutiaa to the history 

of Akbars roign up to the bcginiiiiig of 1004 II. (I 595 )j 0 r 
eleven yeora befure the death of that Tnonnrchp &mn after which 
Ikidauni died. The style is eloquent and can not fail to liupieta 



iliTLt-Aa Aa&ui QcibMt Badaonl 

Ibe Eider with the rust leanihig and the great genins of the 
author, l^e' eprialstinjf of Arabic aod Perama poema ceniposed 
by the author Mcaseir aod of the aajici^ and seatiuieiita of 
celebrated authora fnmiahoa ovidenco pf hh extenaive knowledge, 
andf althptighp in hia ^eal to support his own he evincea 

no iodulgeneo towards theeppoDeDis of IflUm, yet the ehiof credit 
of bisF work is that* contrary to the tendency of the age, he never 
bestows false praise on the imperial actions or the doings of high 
Fnnctjcnaries in royal favor, but recorib every mcidenfc in a gpmt 
of perfect independence, free from learning ta particuTar s^^ions 
of the community nr men of particular opinfim^ dwi religions 
belief, Hi 3 hiatoiy ia vaJuahle. as hirnishiug a marked eontraat 
to the hyperbolic style of the AUiarnaTii^ md the 
di'buri, and the fiilsotne eulogies of the Tabakmt-i^ALhari of Bdit^ 

Khsaniuddin Ahmud and the anther of AlonsiH and 

giving a narratiou of the events of Akbar's reign and an. account 
of hia Court in the spirit of a critio, never coneealiug individuol 
failings, but still not departing from the general-truth of tiiatory. 

According to Bakhta war Khaui the author of the Jfiraf ul 

his work was kept sceret, and not made pohlic till the reign of 

Jahangir, 

At the coiiimaiid of Akbar, Badaoni IransTuted the Ramayan 
from Sanskrit into Fersian and parts nf the Mahahharata. 

In the end, Baduoni scema to have withdrawn from public life 
aud ceased aUending at Court, as the following passages mhia^ra ^\Ahi 
hhitory show : — ' ' ""T-* 

‘ I’’did not consider my self a fit pemm for favonri nor HTs 
Majesty a fit object of ser^'ice. and I was quite^nlent ■ , . 

- y Jj w ijp^ -I* 

.' ^ 

■-Coip® wt! mny. nil cftemoiiy w&ve noW| 

Kuiiber.fi'uui you 1 uor ftnen lUE ■ bow. 

.* And at long iutcrvala^ I to prostrate myself in the 
antc-chmnber of audience and stay there for a whiles as a mere 
fool: er-on I ftccordihg to the proverb: — ^ , 

^ - 

'~CciifipiitilUitilLlp win not arks wlwara jfflpoHilioQH uvl congtiiJaf. 
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Ori-ib*l 
luiiiu cif (Ji 


HitikAth 

J58J. 


m 

* I ac(€<i OD thiG sa^'iog 

)JJjl fAJO 

U UJji ^lv>* Oj-P* 

■ Ferceiiriii' tint btboliling tLy oouakuiiiiM fmm afar luiiie 
plrisaDt m tim, 

I kfi tli^ cau^pqaioaftliip bpA a EpecUtuf I bceaiiw/ 

Wilh such im isolated posititja tho Mullah was quite enuteut, 
as he expluDs in the fiiltowing etcHiueni Asubic poeia: 

^ JJf ^ Uf 

Ui u(J iX j.iJ 

I -ai centeDt wliL wink Qed hm giveD me « my il^re 
And I CAiaiuit tu nijf C^nstor my evtfy cate. 

To 4i» gu^ In il,c p,^ indeed, IIJ» W'OI | 

[It! tviH do good at nil in wQnt f» ta come atfll. 

The pos^f^'cs U Badaoui’s ejtcelleiit wtu-h descrihiug the reJi- 
gioua views of the Empewr Atbar, of which we'have givea ea- 
tracla. are of special value. The work also coutaiaii iaterestW 
biographies of the mwt fivmous men and pools of Akbai’a time. 

Among the poets of the Court. Urfi of Shinw occupied the 
most pranlDcnt place. 


Hun OP SiURAZ. 

Hi- muno was Kbawaja Syodi ilahaminotj, and hi* poetical 
name, Urfi, bos reference to Uw occapation of his fiither who 
ivasdeptitj, to the MagUlrate of Shinm, and. as such. L,id to 
look alter Urfi, or welUfenowu loattora of bw. He proceeded 
by SM to the Deccan, where his talents were not tccoimised. 
He therefore went to Fattehpor Sikri. where he found a putrea 
to Hakim Abul Fath. the Phyaiciaa royal, in whose 
cah«y he has composed Katidas, or long poems, which form 
portofhistolcbnUedQosoid: On the death of his patron ho 
took employment under MJraa Abdul Baliiai Kha«.>Bl.aUn 
and was intioduced to Akbar. He died in Lahore in loSg at 
the early age of thirty^ixyc*^ Thirty yearn later, bis body ia, 
dismteried and carried to Dpahaa by tho poet Sabir nod there 
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buried io tbs holy land of Najif, the biirUl plaee of AIL He 
woe a Sbid, mid tbe prophesy tonde by bint long before hie 
detith in one of his Q^'das ia the pratflo of Alt iras realized :— 

V *y* 

Py Iflm nf mj 1 ilia!I tnirel frmn iiiy m 

Slimil l ihej kill lufi eitlitr in Hitiif or in 

The cl&te of hii death is found in the words, 

UrE, thoo dsdil: iU jwjdjj. 

He a poet of hifh talent, and his diotion pDsaes»^ 
peculiar grace. He waa giTen to eelf-mimiratio^D; 

He beipieathed to hu pstrou about 14^000 rerses, wtitcb^ at 
the request of Rbau-i-Rhda^, were orraugeft bj Sireja of 
IspahniL Urh waa uiooh attnefaed to PriAice Salem aDd has 
eocopcsed Qasaid tu his praiBe^ as well os that of Akbtur, 

One day Frfii finding Fysd eumunded by hie domestic dogi, Acwnlfite. 
humorously asked him ^ what were the names of these well-bred 
chililreu of the family/ Tlieir name is' Urtip** or well known, 
replied the witty poet* to which the talented Urfi readily rejoined, 

^ Atubarak * (coDgratntatiQDa to you) referring to the poet*^ father 
whose name was Mubarak. The prompt reply giren by Urfi 
caused tio simll degree of diFguet to Fjrii 

Another scholar of reno^vn in the Court of Akbnr was Amir 
Fateh L'ltab^ of Shiraz. 

Amib Fj^er Ullah or Shtrak 

Amir Fateh Ullah was a oatii e ofShlrax He excelled io 
ail the branchea of aatural philosophy. eapecmJly tnechanics, and 
Abul Fazl speaks of his Bccomplbhmenta in veij high terma 
He soya: “If the books of antiquity were all lost, the Atuiri by the 
force of bis leamiug, would reflCore thern/' AdU Shah, king of 
Bijapar. called him from Shiraz to the Deccan. On the death of 
Adil Sbahj iu 98S (IfiSO A. D.K Akbar called him to hia Court and 
beETtowed on him the dignity of Sadr to the Empire. Scoa. after 
he wna honoured with the title Acad tid daata or the Arm &f ike 
He died in Kashmir in 9DT (ISSS)* He waa Akbor'a 
next favourite after Abul Fazl. Fyzi and Bir Bar 


trnf in ArAtite rnfruw well knerwn. 
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**'‘^'.;t Anwngthe joyal pjipidsiis the rbHo^ngdeaer^e mentba;— 

Hakim AE .,; ' Balcwi Jiiiof He ttbs a oatiife of Gilaiij ib Persia, and 

came to ladiaquitedeatltute, bat he was aftcrwarda iotrodoced to 
Akbarand.bMatiie bi« trusted serfaat nud frbiid la DSa tl580 
A. 1).) ,{he Uakim was seat as nmhaaaador to kiiig Adil Shall ol 
Bijapur. Ta the 30th jear of the reigti, he oonstructed a tajsterlous 
reservoirfAau3> oausod muduronderatCourt. A stair-csoe 

te^Mi “rt’® eoriwy of the reservoir to the bottom, rvhenM a 
lerrair. passage led to aa adjoiblhg rhom^ oii yards square and capable 
of accomiaodatiag tea or twaive persons. The passage was so 
contitreH that the water was prereoted from finding its way into 
the room. When Akbar dived to the bottom and reached 
^be t'haTaber, he found that it tvas lighted up. It was 
Turn is bed with cufhioiis, carpets, pdlons and other nrtiolcSj and 
thtre were- a few books forsLiidy ond nmasement. A breakfast 
was alao.fuimtAhcd 

. ^ lb® nil h^ year of the reign, A U wan m ado Com nioo dcr of 
7^1^^ the titj.^ of Jali'DUS-uU^mau ‘ the tjaleaus of the age,' 
^as.c.oiifer^d^n^ him. The Hahiiu became famuiis in Court 
es|ip:‘cial)y for l^ utriagent mixtures. 

Akbar was treated, immediately before bb death, by Hakim 
AIL Jahangir, in 1017 A. H.), visited AH's reservoir and 

made him T.Oninmnnder of iwri thousand. Ha did not, bowevor, 
Jive to enjoy this honour long, but died in the lloharram, tbo 
following year. He was charitably dispnaed and spent Rs, C.OOO 
per annum in snpplyiag raedidUe gratia to tbe poor. 

; 4 . ‘ if 

AMaTPith. ‘= ■ He was a native of Gilau in Peram and 

attKiied' if high place in Akbar’a favour. He poascssed roach 
infinenca instate matters and over the Emperor hitHEelt The 
great poetiUrli,oflSAir/j^, waa hia eticomlaat, and the (fus^td-UOrjl 

inctildfi jevdeal poema coitrooEcd in his hoDoar, Both Abul Fait 
amiBadooni speak in high terms of bis nttainmenta. He died 
mmj (IfiSShnn hu way to ZabSllstan, and hk body- according 
td\ tho . Emperoitk 'ordefa,. woa tabert by Khwaja Shamsuddin 
to HaAn AbiH, and buri^ in a vault iriuch the Ehwnja had 
built for biroseltr!Akbar.-on hjii ratum from Eashroir, said 
prayers at Abul Path's tomb. 
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CHAPTER ly. 

THE MODERN CITY. 

Agra is tlie Beatl-quartere of n DiTistoa, or Commissfonerfiliip 
iu ttc North-West Provldces, aiid ioeludea the six dUtricte of 
Agts, llotbra, Eiirrtikhttbad, Etoh, Etawah and ^fwnp1lri It 
ifi a DiAttict of the DinEioa of the fiame oame, with its admin»- Ow- 
trative bead-fjq wte« at the city of Agrt The District is hounded 
on the uorlh hy &!athra and Etah, on the east by Moiapuri and 
Etanah, on the south by the Stales of Dholpiir and Gwalior, and 
oti the West by the State of Bbiirtpur. A great alluvial plain Phyiitial 
between the Ganges and the JniMBa forms part of the Doab to 
the north, the soil of which is rich and productive; but else¬ 
where the fertility of the land is moeh iinpaired by branching 
ravines. The A'/<e»'jy crops consist of BfljVfl, Jodr, Moth and 
other food grains and cotton, sown after the Gret niaa in June, 
and the Babi crop of wheat, barley, oata. peas and other poises, 
sown in October or November, and reaped in March and April. 

Bajm and grain ore sown in autumn, while indigo, poppy, 
tobacco and sugarcane are also sown in abatidsoce. The total 
area under cnltivatiuu is about eight hundred thousand acres. 

Ip 183S, a great Jauiins prevailed in tho Agra Diatrict, when jCstnrAt 
1,13,000 paupers were relieved by the Gureinmcnt in the city of ^ 

Agra alone, while 3,00.000 staininp people imniigratcd into the 
District to find oicans of livelihaoil Great Gcardty again pre¬ 
vailed in. tho district in iSdl, 1SG8-69 and ISTT-TS, when 
^atuitoua support was afforded by the Govern meat to women 
and invalids, whilo able-bodied meu were employed on canal and 
other works. 

Large cattle faira arc held at Sultanpur, ShamsabaJ, Jurra CGDimcrWh 
and kandharpur, but the chief commercial fair is held at Batesor, 
on the right bsuik of the Jumna, where about two hundred 
thousand people nsaemble to bathe ou the banka of the sacred 
stream. A large trade in homes, camels and cattle takes place 
on the occasiob, ^d Batesar becomes the scene of festivity and 
merriment for many days. 
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The tnedern city of Agra ie situated abotit the centre of the 
DiBtrict, oa the west bank of the Jamas, oa a bend of the river, 
whetice the stream toms sharply to the east, the fort beiBg 
perched in the angle thus formed, at the very edge of the baah. 
The city is built on a ranaj grouod. Aaeieat Agra conipHsed 
an ores of about eleven square miles, but tbe inhabited quarteri 
now conUin only about half that area, the remaiiider being 
mins, ravines, piles of debris and patches of bare ground which 
form the en virons of Agra. 


To the south of the fort are tbe cantonments j north'west 
of it and the city, arc the civil lines; while between the civil 
station and tbo river lies the city. The city contains long bazars 
with stone-paved roads in the principal thoroughfares, thriving 
markets and a much larger number of commodious and elegant 
stone hotiscs than any other town iu the NTorth'West Provinces. 
It is well bqilt and handsome, and, in sizs and importance 
is the second city in Korth-Weat Provinces 

The city of Agm ft^ma tbe chief centre of the trade of 
the DLwtriet, and private enterprise already begun in variotis 
directions gives promisa of increasing prosperity. There are 
monafnetures of pottery and coarse ototh in the District, 
besides several indigo factories and cotton screwa The ugh 
no longer tho seat of the Local Government, Agra has made 
Buhatantin] progresa ia commercial activity since the mutiny. 
Owing to its central position, it ha.s attracted a laigc share of 
the cotton trade of the Burronnding Distriots, forit possesses 
seven steam pr^e and throe ginning factories. A spicing 
mill is in operation and another is in eonme of conslmction, Jt 
has also a tannery where the lateat European appliances for the 
curing of leather are in sneecsBM operation. Alargatmde U 
carried on in atone, quarried in the aonth-weat of tho District. 
Stone carving received its fi«t impulse at Agra, under Akbarl 
and it has boon earned on since then with undiminished energyi 
taste and akIlL The stone, after being dressed and carved in 
Agra, is exported by the Jumna. 


K&ilwkyi. 


The city of Agra is tbe centre of a great railway f^cm, to 
which various Uaes converge, and this forms the chief factor of 
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lha tlinvmg brodc ud iodu^tiy of tha Dbtrich The Eo^b iDdiao 
ll^Uway line ruea throughout tbo Doab, aodp cro&sing the bridge 
of the Bajputona StAte Riulnriij at Agm, opposite the forip joins 
the staUoba of Ferozeabad, Tuudla aod BurbaiL The Rajputaua 
Bailna/ zuas from Agra to Buiubajp ooDoeetiDg Agrm ^Itb 
Bburtpuf^ Jejptifp AJmere, Alwar, MQUDt Abu^ MarwaTp Baroda, 
Abiuedabadp Ptil&npur, Sumt and Broaeb, and uedtiDg by bnmebe^ 

Udepore, ludorei Kafiriabad and NimuclL The Bcludbia State 
Bailivajf leaving tho Bajputana line at Agra, ooaaeeU that, city 
with Dholpuri Gwalior^ Jbaoei and Bhopal^ while a metre-gmige 
line, brancbipg uif from the Bajputaua at Achnera, m the 

Agra District, connects the cUy of Agra with Matbra. 
me ted led roads GOOD ect it with all the imporUmt oeigbbouritig 
to was ia British teTTft">ry and Kajputaiifl- The Agra Canal 
possesses a navigable cbanael, aad a large amount of heavy 
Irafbcis carried on eastward by the Jamna, tbeugb it has been 
superseded by rail ways for light goods and passengers- The 
couzd is available for navigation ia the Delhi, Gurgaon, Mathrri, 
and Agra IHstrtets, and the Bburtpnr Btabc. It eimiiiiaiids a 
total area of 373,800 aorea- 

Agra IB a great grain and cotton mart and furiLishes supplies 
to tmdeiB to the South and West It Is the chief market for the 
sugar of Bohilkhandj the eottou of Kajputana and the wheat 
of the neighbouring Districts, which commodities are all brought 
here before beiug hnally dispersed for cousumption. Agra is 
especially noted for its mauuCactures of gold lajce of nil de^orip* miuip- 
tioas, pipc-steias and shoes; far itacarpets and inlaid mosnin work 
in marble. Up to this day the workmen in Agra turn out as 
jiiiniitc and delicate inlay work and carding in stooe aa in tho 
days ef the Moghal Emperors. Eurupean visitors regard the 
^oue^wurk nf Agra as its ebiuT iptcialUy. 

The chief imports are gTiiiD, cotton, sugar, tobacco 
bult. The net import of potatoes is fairly coustant, the bulb 
are sent from Fatcgarb to Agnn The cuter prising Kadii3 
of the fonuer place import from Agtn to Fategarh castor oil 
enke manufactuTEd at the oil mills In Agra for manure. The ex¬ 
ports coiupruie durries, or cotton caTpets^ wrought stuMS froai the 
uarries of Fattehpur^ikii and the Bandroli hilU, and gold laoo. 
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Poiitiliitiijp, TJje pctputdlion of Agrii city withm muaicipui limite, accottj* 
in^ to tbc ceDEua of 1891, was retuniod nt 1,45501 of 
ttbgra 03,711 were; Hindus, 44,051 Mohainrandan b, 1,723 ChrtHlJans 
and 3500 othera. Tho population of tantonmenta was 23.3(H, of 
whom 14505 were Hindus, o,3*S Molraniniadaiie, 2,292 Clidstians, 
096 oLiiers, The teUU populalduq of iiiiiijioipality and canton- 
raent was 1,68,662, of whom 1,19.676 were Hbdns, 40,30!) 
iKome Moharnmadflnfl, 4,015 ChiiatlDas and 4,602 of hers, fhs housea are 
remarkable for tha soliditj of their arehitecturo and are often 
throe or four storeys Liffk In most coses the upper floore are 
decorated with carved balcouies; the bwor iloora are open and 
aiiy, and arc aurreusded by arched verandaha of stone. 

Municipal income for the year lSf4-95 amoimted to 
exiKiDititiui., Its, 4,9.),0^8, tinf greater part of which was deriTed from octroi 
taxation, the grom receipts from which oraouitled to Ea 3.87,932, 
giving an iucideacc of Rj. 1-2-11 per head of population. The 
mqjonditare during the year amounted to Rs. 3,03,403, which 
inclndos Rs, ],40,27o expcndeil cn water-ttorka 


KtIUCi.tlDlL 


The schoflla managed or aided by the Mtinicipality are the 
Agra College, supported by endowmeubi from the native tom- 
mimity alter the Government determined to give it up; St, 
John’s CoDego, supported by the zeal of tba Protestant Mission¬ 
aries ; the Victoria High School and the Mufid-i-am School, all for 
higher cducatiom There ako the St Peters College and 
convent schools, besides mao lower Zenana schoota, a Zenana mia- 
sionEchool. the VidiaHharm Vardhau-i-Schoo], tie Mohammadan 
Club and tile Church Mmion. Tijo St. Peter’s College stands on 
the ground surrendered by the Emperor Akbor to the cause of 
Cbriatjoiiity, and it confers inestimable benefits on the poorest 
classes of that persaation, A medical stbool ia jtttnched. to iho 
Thamowu Hospital, where pupils are taught to a high alamhud 

of effidenoy. The Lady Dufferlu’a Inslitution ts attached to the 
Thouiii^Dn Huapital. 


Sekandra Orphansgu School, under the supervision of 
-•SB Jesuit Fathers and Nuns, ia a very nseful instittition. which, m 

addition to general taitmn, imparts technical education ’to 
atudantfl, , iThoso who wish to proHecnto their Eagllsb staUies 


cijwate: 
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to idv&Dced UTO dieted into St Johu^a Golkgs'i wbile 

others are qaalided iq the Indcmtfial brauch bm Bmltha and carpen- 
tera and become akilfnl haadioiLfta men aod obtain tc&dy emploj- 
mcDt in difib re at railway workshops. Tha institution also 
supplies book-bindera, pressmen, comporitora, readers, garden era 
ami tiuloni. In the girb' brancb inatmction ia given m needle¬ 
work and UBofnl domestic arts. The Sekandm Orphanage was 
establLzhed by the Christian MUfnonnries during the faDaino of 
]83S, when they took chaise of nnmeroos orphan children who 
hud been abandoned by their parents. 

The Ilqnieipulitv also maintains a Poor Houu&t a Leper duu-ifcalsSe 

... , - I HI 1 i_ iaititutnKw. 

Asylum and two female dispensaries, one m Fipai Biandi and the 
other in liobu Ifiandi, The Leper Asylum is regnkrly visited 
by Baptist tniasiormries, who relieve the niouotoDy and tedium 
of the existence led by the unfortunute ininutes by the exhibi¬ 
tion of magic Inutern ahowe, &c. There is also tha Lady Lyatl 
Hospital for Tforoen* The famuln dispenaariaB are very popular 
and oro deing mueb good and useful wort* 

The conservancy of the town is corefEilJy looked aftcr+ The Ccuuriwa- 
natuTnl drainage ia good and water does not lie about, except in ^ 
places where water work stand-posts are put up. An efficient 
drainage flysteui has resulted io a perfect transforioatjon of the 
citVi Numeroua origmal works have been constructad for iThfi dridn- 
aurfhce-dralus to carry off the warito soilage waters Irom the 
staud-posta and hoiiBes^ and several of the city have 

been drained in thin way* The ravines which intersect the 
town have been cousidembly Iiuprored. Regular channels 
have been cut in the centreH and side-paths made to allow carts 
and Tehiclns to drive where with difficulty a foot passenger could 
pass before* Brushwood and jungle have been eutj and, where 
possibki trees planted 

Owing to iLB proximity to Uie eandy deserts of the weat^ Climatg. 
Agra is exposed to greater extrcuiea of temperature than the 
country further east. The beat during tha summer is intonso, 
while the cold in winter is equal to that of many Earopcau 
citiea The climate is not cousidered unhealthy. The teDif#era-^ 
tore, which lalls to 4Q'' in January, rises to list bi June. life 
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tlfE MODERN CITY. 


iQ vrintef is pleosEuit atiil delightful, hut in sutuiner the heat t$ 
unhearafalc aud arhUcial means are employed for cooling the 
temperature of rooms. 


Vtuteradtk^ Belofi Qauj are the now waterworks which supply 

the city with filfcorad irate r. The water is pumped from the 
HivcT JLtmQa* by a pair of gigantic harisoutal eDgiues, each 
ivorking a set of three throw pomps, capable of lifting 1,600 
gallons per minute. The horizontal enginea work, on an 
OTcrage, 0 hours per day. The water, after passing through 
three revolving purifiers, flows into three settling tanks, wych 
have a capacity of ijiillion gallons. There are three filters, 
each with a Wtcring area of 30,000 square feet and a cleiw 
water reservoir, divided into two comporttnents, each compart* 
meat holding 630,000 gallons. Tho filtered water ia pnmpcd 
into the city by two oompoand condensing beaut enginea, go 
armugedas to work separately or together. The engineg ’for 
the filtered and unfiltered supply are in the game building and 
lake their ateani supply from the same boileiB, together with the 
machinery and electric light The pumping station is now 
in telephonic communication with the office of the mnnicipal 
engineer, the municipal hall and the principal police etations. 

The following are the principal modern baildings 

bullJiogg. The Agra College, on the Dminmond BoiuJ, It is a one* 

storeyed building on a high plinth A wide paisage in the 
middle has, on cither side of ;t, sets of class rooniB. There !s a 
science laboratety and a gallery to accommodate large classes and 
to gervo os a Icctarc room. Behind the two main wings of the 
college are the school buildings. There are alao fine boarding 
housea attached to the College. 

2. The Central Priscu is a building about a mile and a-ha|f 
in circnmference. It ia noted for its manufacture of bcautifnl 
and rich carpets, which not only decorate the raoiRS of ihe rich 
in thhf country, bat are also seat to Europe, where they are much 
valued on account of the delica cy aud goftnesa of their mature f 


■ AI^ tita rarnlta of the GItntiaa exMrlmcmli, t» bu been 
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judgea' Courts nit held in tho SBiut prcmisfis which 
weft iiaed for High Court, Agrn, btfore its trousfer to Alkhabiid, 
in 1899. The Slunsiflrfl Court and the Cauit of Smtill Cnuaea 
OTE hflltl in the buildiug proviuualy naed fur the Disitriet CpintB. 
while the members of the Bar ha^o their chambers ia the rMtus 
formerly occapkd by the memberg of the Board of BeTeuuo* 
Agra is the heod-quartma of a tjessious Jndge who has jurifidic* 
tion ID Matbro, 

4. The ColhoUc Mlesiou apd Orphaoaga ia situated at the 
back of the Oeolral Prison. The uistitution ia of interest pa hav- 
ipg bean founded as early as the titaa of Akbar, thrntigh tha infiTi- 
ence of the Jeaait Fathers. Attached to it aro a coMega and 
schools for girls accommndated in apncloiie buildings. A 

fiue cathedral nnd an episcopal ore also maiotmaod. 

J 6. The Metcalfa Hall, erected in memory of Lord Mctialfo, 
— U bnilt in Greek style. It aerves as a place for public meetingB, 
bolls, social reunions and (kmusements. Some '?ery interestiijg 
tombs and moonmenta, with Armenian inscriptions, are to be 
found in the eeirmtery, the principal of which aro the tombs 
of Walter Reinhaidt and By ce Sombre. * 

The other bnildiE|p of note are St John's College, a nilssioBory 
insUtution i the Victoria CoUege, which owes ita eiristence to the 
liberality of the late Hon'ble Pandit Ajndhia Pnrshad, a Pleader 
of the High Court of Allahabad and a natiTa of Agra; the Middle 
English School, founded in the city by Kai Bahadur Mu^hi 
Sheo Narein, the able and energetic Secretary of the Uuoioipal 
Committee; tha Banaeka for troops* the Telegraph Oftiw ; the 
Thomason Hospital and some other publie'buildings. The com¬ 
mercial activity of Agra centres in the Behui Oanj, where there 
are spacioufl shops of letks, bankers, mnrehanta and traders, 

It is very satisfactory to note that a feeling of cordiality and 
accord prevails amongst the Members of the Mumcipal Com- 
ujitt^e—Hindua and Mahomedana This is evinced by the 
fimt that at the Kalyaah fair at Bikaadra respectable people 
of either sect entertameJ the menibera of the other sect 


T\va 
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in rofreshuicat tents prarided for the occasion. In this 
eobbectioa the Pfosidtint, Ur, R W. Cruickshanh, io the Muni¬ 
cipal Iteport for 1394-95, pays a dcserred comptltueat to 
Boi Bahadur Wunehi, Ja^an Pnrahad. Vjcc-Freaiiient and Sai 
Bahadur ilanshi Sheo Narab. the Secretory. With re#peet 
to the former gentlemauj bo obaen-es:—- 

'■ It U greatly dae to hie euavity and dignified tact that 
the mectiuga of the Agra □luuicipal Board are now tnorked 
by an entire absence of daas feeling or pcisonal acerbitv." 

htunshi Sheo Naram Rai Bahadur,’* observea the Cbairiuan, 
“haa shown that ineraa^g years do not necessarily tneaa dficreas- 
ing energy, and to his masterful direcUon and initiatire the 
Municipal Board owe hearty thanks." § 

The sarvjtcns of Hai Bahadur Balmokaud, formerly a Deputy 
CoUector and Treasury OScer, also deserve meutiod for hb 
haTiiig hoTiDoaised the Municipal Accounts with the eyatem 
in vogue in Government Treasuries. 

The following uro the mombera of the Municipal Oim- 
mitten I — 

MuDislii AbdulIiJj; Sheik Malmmmiifl AAm ; Laliv Chaufcaj 
Lnl: Bahu Mnthra Das j R. B. Balmokand ; K. B. Jagan Peiabad; 
Moulvi Mahomroed Masnd Husein Khan ; Eae Danjodar Das * 
Lain Knnhia Lai; Kauwar Kanbai Singh; Babu Sliib Narain; 
Seth PUem Mul; Sheik Monla Buksh; ffnfia Mahammad Siddiq; 
Lala Haruaraiu; Lola Fakirchand; Raja Lochmau Biogh ; W. M 
Clarke, Estj.; Pandit Snkhdeo Biswas; Lain Uttara ChanJ j 
Muoshi Abdul Rasul Khan; Pandit Amir Singh; Babu 
Madhobau Das; Lain Sisben Parshad; E. Johai Esq. 
Synd Kaziin Husain; ilutiahi Ganga Furshad; Hakim Synd 
Sakhawat AH; Babu Sbauia Charan Ghose; Munshi Gangs 
Sahai; Moulvi Mohammed Zeuul Abidin Khan Bahadur. 


Sir Antony Patrick McDonueU, K. 0. 8. I, Lieutenant. 
Governor of Provinces and Chief Commissiouer of Otidh, 
paid a viMt to Agra in Janua ry last The reply given by HiJ 







SPailHCM OF SIB 3li?DpNSELL. Sf^l 

UoDOiir to the EMUrea^ pre^uted to bim hy the members of the 
llunicipal nod Dietrkt Eoncdd is ietereatiia^;, it lay a a 

true' pittuFD befori! the readetB oi iDodoru Agra and its van- 
uiia iastltutiopB uiid the pregjrees made by it^ ioduetrioua md 
a(:tiv^e iuhabltiujte in the site of peooe^ In the cooi'^ of hia 
reply to the MunicipaJity he eaid:— 

"Although yuiir city hm loi9t its ancient splendour, still an 
nrli^tic and historie interest attaches to it, which ia the less 
likely to Ikdop the inore we know of the brilliant epoch which wit- 
iieBficd ihe city s fouudaLiou. Memories of past greatness in the 
paths of governmentj art nod Uteratuire abide with you^ nod 
there is temptatioD at Agra to live more in the paet than in 
the pr^eu t YoUj however^ have been proof a gainst such tempta¬ 
tion, andg as practical menj yon aro striving to muke the best 
of the present liuiie. Yonr thongtits dwell more on the schoolj 
the hospital and the faclory than an the temples and palaces 
nl' a bygone age. Tan jire doubtless right in this; but still I 
trust that the advance of material improvcEuent will not make 
you imieufiible to the ancient glories of your cityj and that you 
will always take a pride and an Inlerest in ihe niaoy faeuutiful 
monnmente of Indian genius that are to be found in and about 
Agra. I uatico with much gratification that yon arc alive to ih^ 
r^ponabilirics which your poritian m municipal councillom im« 
poses qii you, and I am vcfy willing to believe that the improve- 
meat in the sanitary condition of the city to which you call my 
atteaiiou bears witness to an efficient municipal adntinietraliou. [ 
also noteko with fiattstnetiou the teferenosa you make to the 
educational institutions in the city. In the management of 
these institurionJi yon tell me that your aim k ^ to teach the 
young to trust to themselvca rather than to ethers for Hupport/' 
No better motto than that could he mseribed over the door of 
any ^hool; and, if the lefisoa it enforces is laid to heart by the 
rising generation, there k hope that tho Agra of the future will 
not be unworthy of the Agra of the past. There are other points 
ia your address wbieh w?tl be better noticed when I have an 
opportunity of diflcuBsiug taunicipal nmttera with you on a less 
formal occaaiou than tho present. I shall content mjEelf now 
with again thanking you for your address." 



the hoderk citt. 


SOS 

Bepljiug Vitbe addma iram the DuUict Board, Hib Honor 
gaia- You tall toe that in all the great departmonta d Education 
Uedical Belief, Sanitation and Public Worlu, progreas ia b^g 
made under yout control I am Tcry urilling to believe that 

pjogieMBbeingmode. Still, from youf own eUtement of reaulta, 

it U evident Uiat mndi yet remaiM to be done. In the matter o 
education, for example, you seem to ma to have only jnal begnn. 
It cannot be said that 129 schools, which is, all told, the number 
roantioned in your addr^, afford anything like a jwtU^toty 
proviidDD for tho educational wanta of the diatrict. The district 
contains between 1,800 and 1^00 square miles, with ft population 
of overona million people. The esisting whoola give less, ^n 
one Mhool for every 1* 8<iuare mUes. and not quite ana ecWl 
for every 1,000 children of a achwl-gowg age, (umtting the 
population of the city. Ton will have to multiply yout achoals 
four-fold before they can be pronounced even modeifttaly 

sufficient.” 



fas ESD. 
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. Sir Tbomaep Emlnksay of, 27* 

haa Ata. Bcgaiii, ildei Aumansxek 35 uid 441 the kbtory of, 43 to 50. 

let Rhan appoIntiHl hretCoyemor ilf Al?ra, 3S. 
ill} Kliaa, tobili oL lOa 

_ idnr, Sditiii, LodC, re^peopUe 4; nuikfei It the Capltiil of hij euipire^ 

3; death of^ 7. 

Sakatidra, founded by Siiltau Hahagdar Lodi, 7* 

SakAndra Orphanagfi, fooiidoJ at A^^rat 63; Orphanage Schml, 286. 

Hokaaflra, oi the tomb qI Ahbar, an acooant of^ 167 to 1S2. 
iSaiabat Khap. aakbihi, tomb of. m 

iSalcm Chlahti, SlMcikb, tocab oft 142; an aouoiiut nf, 162 to t6b 

9alem, prinia CaftomnLi the Emperor Jabaouir), birth of, |l$| RbcUmo of, 
i%l; [ilota to eanw the nmrdnr of Aba\ Faab 21^ 
dalciu Sltali, Sar, aa^cuda the tiimiia, 16, 

S&ttia fjarbrbatkio of, 34 amt 41 

Samuiaa Barj. the apartment of Nilr Jah^ti. 2S; dcaoription of, BO. 


30S 


iJiJlJEX. 


SuQn, trobof, ^ 

lUi^i tDAk^ au MW, 7 and S^ 

S&iifid Ffttbirliiiiir Slkcii LoS. 

Str|Hy WfcFfc is57t ®5- I 

Blijfch Aluruidi DukhAxlt ^1i.tm1ctiin of, IDS- I 

gh&h ALtiii 1 Meuits Ibft |lkroiie« JS&. ^ 

A ^ji. m XI {tflcoDila Ihc tlifulitlp bUud^ jujd dotliE^Klu'v^lii. D3 { TBi^liad 
ti» Hntlab ^ * I 

Hlub Ak-wMbt Ehtricali uf, 1ST, | 

£iliii.b JaJiiui. £iii|Mniri mtirtbyiti ol^ wllli Mtmibi* Slnbob tPl * aau|fa AAfUi ^ » 
ftiWiidB tifl kbfODfl^ af, !13+ faccadv IWhL 

|iriMn«r, JW and 405 d»'^L oE, Ifl; liia iasoa Eratn ilkiisni A 1 *1tAl > 
cliwf twnlHiniri of* al Agr^t 411 Imiib o^-IdSp , .. 

Slnknilnfm Bej^oni. tomb of, IDO. 

ShMi Kati{ p. Umufalf £■! BahjMltfr^ Secrvtuyp AloaldsiAL CaQimlttoflp DOS- 
f^b«r Skdi, Siir, A{£luu»> ^mfoers 14; oroldtuctprAJ nmaiiia of, 

Ajgro, 15» « 

Sl ^»b Halinl- or Fallen of Dj. 

SouUkiltbi T7pot«d ifotofl ofi 04. 

SoUi^i Msuixili Fiititb^Hir Sibrii 

Johiip rattsm Dludod-Afti Eu AjctAj 7S; ioicdiitiiaii bi laiwiinp 
Sulemu) Sidkohp Uim* Iznob of, ISO and LSI- I 

SoltAii Ebv'aja, 101 Jind I 

Sniai MaI J4tp uslvte Saftlai; Ji4dc agaWl \k^ RobiliBB, -S? i kUloJ. 5D, | 

Tall Dumiulflnin of UmatAs 100 to 123, 

ToilMftfw'B gmiul biuiiioat m% SaMflJrbanil, L 

Tin Sbo^ lllaii. An accoqaI oF| ^ utdSST- 
TikTwmlst'M B£Diitiiit of the Tig, H& 

Tmyp Ediwdp bfia dncrlt^oa of AgrOp 30, 

Tflyor-bA Hii^biahs, IDO. 

Todar Malp lligia birUi off $ ooterv tbe sorrlM of AlitiorpSm; bbi xlcalU SSI. ' 

Uadfli^uml Cliimbcrft In A^tm Furrtf 91^ 

Urii Poet of S^birax, jin awiimt at aod SOI. 

I 

Wateii PrincB pfi TjaltB Agmt 6B, ^ 

VrAodebiloi thfi travnlkr, vEulta Agra, 42. , ' V 

Whigflcld, Sir . 

Zcbttbibisa^ dansTiUr oE Anra&gxabt 4& and AO; daaifa of, 5h I 

Zanaib Bftd, tomb of 149. t ' I 

Tcibra Gsirdop, IDDi gg I 

^alitkf Rlian, Waidr of JalmndAr ib^ ^ ! 
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